
 

“He Who Is Forgiven Much, Loves Much” 
(Luke 7:36-50) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Do you love the Father, and do you love His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ?  
Certainly every Christian ought to love them.  This is the first and foremost commandment 
which He gives to us.  But how much do you love them?  Do you love them with all your 
heart, with all your mind, with all your soul and with all your strength?  Do you love them 
more than your closest relatives and most dear loved ones on earth?  This too is what the 
Lord calls His children to do.  But why should we love them?  Does God give us any 
reasons, anything to compel us to love Him and His Son more than the others whom we hold 
so dear?  Yes, He does.  First, we would all admit that those whom we love the most in this 
world are those whom we believe to be the most lovely, those who find the greatest favor in 
our eyes.  Now certainly, for the Christian, there can be no one more lovely than God.  He is 
the most perfect being that ever has or ever could exist.  There are no limits to any of His 
perfections.  Now certainly, if God had unlimited presence and power, and yet was a wicked 
being, that would not make Him lovely, but infinitely ugly.  But He is not wicked.  He is 
infinitely holy.  And this infinite measure of His holiness, goodness, mercy and love makes 
Him to be the most lovely Being of all.  All of His children know of this beauty, the beauty 
of His moral perfections, and they are more or less overcome and ravished by them.   
 But there is still another reason, we should also love God because He saves us from 
our sins by the sanctifying work of His Spirit.  He gives us the power to put to death the 
works of the flesh.  These are the things which we now hate because of the new nature He 
has placed within us.  We now desire holiness, and we should obviously love the One who 
gives this to us and sets us free from our sins.   
 But we should also love God, not only for what He is -- although this is primarily what 
we ought to love Him for, and it is this love for Him which demonstrates true conversion and 
grace in the heart more than anything else -- and not only for what He is doing, namely, 
saving us from our sins now, but we should also love Him for what He has done for us, 
namely, He has saved us from our sins, from the consequences of our sins which is 
everlasting torment in hell, in a lake of liquid fire!  He has rescued us from the penalty which 
was due to us for our rebellion against Him.  This should give us the motivation to love and 
praise Him forever.  And the more we see our sin, and the consequences which were due to 
our sin which we have escaped, the more we will love Him.  Do we have reason to love God?  
Certainly, if we have truly experienced His grace and peace through Christ, we do.  And this 
is what our passage tells us this morning.  What the Lord says to us is,  
 
 The more you are affected by the forgiveness of your sins in Christ, the more you 
will love Him.   
 
I.  Let’s First Take a Look at the Situation in which Christ Introduces to Us this 

Principle.   
A.  In our text, we see that one of the Pharisees had invited Jesus over to his house for a 

meal.   
1.  We learn in verse 40 that his name is Simon.   
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a.  Undoubtedly, Simon, being a Pharisee, one of the religious leaders of that time, 
knew of Jesus and wished to examine Him for himself to see if there could 
possibly be any truth to the rumors he had heard.   

b.  It was also undoubtedly true that he wanted to find something against Him so 
that he would have a reason to continue to reject Him.   

c.  Unbelief always seeks a reason to continue to deny the truth.  Whatever position 
a person adopts as his own, he will always look for negative proof against the 
other positions so that he might continue to conformably hold his own, especially 
if there is some secret sin which motivates him to do it.   

d.  But this is dishonest at best.  Sin will always hold us back from receiving 
anything which is good for our souls.   

e.  We must always purpose to seek the truth, and when we have found it, to look at 
it squarely in the face and conform to it.  We will receive no benefit by remaining 
in darkness.  We must search for the light and let it point out all of the hidden 
recesses of our souls that we might be cleansed by it.   

f.  This man was obviously not seriously seeking the truth.   
 

2.  Simon invited Jesus, and obviously He accepted the invitation, for we read that “He 
entered the Pharisee’s house, and reclined at the table.”   
a.  Jesus didn’t take the attitude of His host to separate Himself from the company 

of all whom He considered to be unclean.   
b.  This Pharisee, as we shall see, was obviously unconverted.  The Pharisees, for 

the most part, hated Jesus, for they perceived Him to be a threat to their leadership 
over Israel.  The people were listening to Jesus, they were following Him, 
whereas they used to follow them.  And as I already said, Simon himself was 
probably seeking to find something against Jesus so that he could use it against 
Him.  But this didn’t stop Jesus from eating with him.   

c.  Sometimes we think that we cannot have anything to do with those who are 
outside of the faith, especially with those who are hostile to Christianity.  But 
here Jesus is eating with a man who was one of the leaders of that religious 
community, that was opposed to Him and to His teaching.   

d.  Now Scripture does tell us that we are never to associate with a man who calls 
himself a Christian, if he is living in some form of immorality, whatever kind it 
may be, not even to eat with such a one (1 Cor. 5:11).  We must never embrace 
as a brother or have any form of Christian fellowship with those who outwardly 
profess Christ, but live an immoral life.   

e.  But for those who are not even making a pretense of Christianity, we have the 
liberty to meet with them, to seek to bring them to the truth.   

f.  We must be careful though.  This is not for the novice.  The person who would 
do this must be thoroughly grounded in the truth and not in danger of being 
persuaded by the opponent’s views.  He must also be able to argue from the 
Scriptures successfully to point out the errors of their system of belief.   

g.  Jesus, of course, could do this better than any other man living or who had or 
would live.  He came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  And 
that is why He was at this man’s house.   
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B.  But, unknown to the Pharisee, there was a woman in that city who had learned that 
Jesus was there, and she came to see Him.   
1.  We are not told the woman’s name.  We are told only that she was a sinner.   

a.  Now, of course, Scripture recognizes that everyone has sinned and has fallen 
short of the glory of God.  She was not unique in this respect.   

b.  But she was being singled out as a woman who was a sinner.  This could mean 
that she was a harlot.  Or it could mean that she was an outcast from the 
synagogue.   

c.  But whatever the sin was that she was guilty of, notice that she was not afraid to 
come to Jesus, even though He was dining at the house of a man who would 
surely reject her and treat her as an unclean thing.   

d.  This is the kind of bold approach that we need to make to Christ.  When we see 
our sins, and our need of Jesus, and we know what the right thing to do is, we 
must never let any religious hypocrite, anyone with a holier than thou attitude, 
keep us away from Him.   

e.  We must not, on the other hand, let the possible disapproval of those who are like 
us dissuade us from coming to Him and doing what is right as well.  We must 
cast all our cares aside, and all thoughts of pleasing people, and come to Jesus!   

f.  And this is exactly what the woman did.   
 

2.  But notice that she didn’t come empty-handed, nor did she come not knowing what 
she would do.   
a.  She came with an alabaster box of perfume, something which may have been 

very expensive.   
b.  She stood behind Him, she would not even look at Him in the face.  She stood at 

His feet, a position which a common slave would take.  And she was weeping.   
c.  Obviously, she was greatly humbled to be in the same room with Jesus.   
d.  She knew that she was in the presence of One unlike any other she had ever met.   
e.  She could not stand proudly in front of Him, like Simon, nor could she even look 

at Him in the face.   
f.  In the presence of infinite holiness, there is an overwhelming sense of 

inadequacy, a sense that we have no place to hide our sins.  Even as righteous 
Isaiah pronounced a curse upon Himself when he stood in the presence of the 
Lord of Hosts, so this woman was greatly humbled and humiliated for her sins 
before Christ.   

g.  But this place was not a place of cursing for the one who would trust in Jesus, 
but a place of blessing.   

h.  Didn’t Jesus Himself tell us, in the Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:3).   

i.  This blessing is pronounced upon the one who recognizes his bankruptcy in the 
sight of God.  He knows that he is but dust and ashes, and but a worm in the sight 
of God.  No, he sees himself even lower than the worm, for at least the worm 
does what God made it to do, but man refuses even to bend the neck and to bow 
the knee.   

j.  When a person is in this position, then he is blessed.  The curse is for those who 
are proud, who trust in themselves as being righteous, who really don’t see their 
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need of Christ.   
k.  And as long as you trust in yourself and not in Christ, you are under this curse.   
l.  But if you see that you are bankrupt, that you have been humbled to the dust 

because of your sin in the sight of a holy God, then you are in a place to receive 
the blessing of God through faith in Jesus Christ.   

m.  If that is the case with you, reach out and embrace Him now by faith.  Turn 
from those things of which you are ashamed, and turn to Christ.  Turn to the One 
who can save you from your sins.   

n.  And realize as well that if you are professing Christ here this morning, that this 
humility which is necessary to come to Christ must continue to accompany you 
throughout life.  The more you grow in Christ, the more you will see the 
heinousness of sin and the more you will see the filth of your own sin.  It will 
humble you and continue to humble you, so that you will cry out with the apostle 
Paul, “It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost  of all” (1 Tim. 
1:15).   

o.  Christ did not say, “Blessed are those who once felt their poverty of spirit,” but, 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.”  Once you have seen the holiness of God and 
your own depravity, you will never have cause to exalt yourself again in your own 
eyes or in the eyes of others.   

p.  Notice the case of this woman.  She, as we will see, has received the grace of 
God.  But you do not see her standing boldly before Christ, but humbly in His 
presence, in the place of a most unworthy servant.   

 
3.  Look further, now, at what this woman was doing.   

a.  She began to wet His feet with her tears, and she kept wiping them with the hairs 
of her head.   

b.  The washing of the feet was a simple act of common courtesy that would be 
extended to guests of a Jewish household.  But this woman had no basin of water, 
and she had no towel.  What she had were tears of contrition mixed with joy with 
which to wash His feel, and the hairs of her own head, that crown of glory which 
is given to a woman as a covering (1 Cor. 11:15), with which to wipe the dirt and 
tears off of His feet.   

c.  She was also overflowing with affection and adoration for Him, for she kept 
kissing His feet.  Another custom in the Jewish culture was the kiss of greeting.  
She could not bring herself to kiss the Savior’s cheek, but rather His feet, that 
which was appropriate to one who was lower than the dust.  In fact, she must 
have realized that she had to raise herself up even to kiss His feet.  John the 
Baptist, the one whom Christ said was the greatest of those who had been born of 
women, said that he was not even worthy to loosen the sandals on His feet, how 
much less then this woman to kiss His feet.   

d.  And lastly, she took her alabaster box of perfume and kept anointing His feet 
with the precious fragrance.   

e.  The Jew who wished to show respect to his guests would give them a little oil to 
anoint their heads with.  This seems so strange to us in our culture, but then it 
was a sign of loving care and service.   
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f.  All of her actions were acts of love.  All of these things she did to Christ were 
motivated by her affection for Him.  Our Savior says as much a little further on.  
“For she loved much.”   

g.  It may be that Christ had already met this woman earlier, that He had already 
confronted her with her sins, that she had already repented and embraced Him by 
faith, and that what we are seeing here is a renewal of her contrition and her 
desire to continue to shower acts of love upon Him.   

h.  But there can be no doubt that she had received His grace, and that she was now 
demonstrating that grace by the outpouring of her heart towards the One whom 
she loved so much.   

i.  And this must be true of us as well.  Our hearts are to be so full of love for Christ 
that we cannot help but bring forth acts of loving obedience to Him.   

j.  There should be nothing that He could ask that would be too much for us, there 
should be no lengths to which we would not be willing to go, even to death, if 
need be, to show our love for Him.  To keep His commandments should be our 
hearts’ desire, and to humbly serve Him should be our daily bread.   

k.  Is this love in your heart this morning?  Are you daily renewing your love and 
affection for Christ?  This is what this passage calls you to if you are His child 
this morning.   

 
C.  Having seen this woman and her acts of humility and love, let us now take a look at 

her opposite, the Pharisee.   
1.  Simon was watching all of this, and when he saw it, he thought to himself, “If this 

man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who 
is touching Him, that she is a sinner.”   
a.  Notice first of all that in his heart he did not believe that Jesus was a prophet.  If 

He was, surely He would have known what kind of a woman she was.  If He had 
known this, surely He would not have let her even get close to Him.   

b.  He despised Jesus for not holding to his own standards.   
c.  But secondly, notice what his reaction was to the woman.  His heart was not the 

same as Christ’s, who allowed her to demonstrate her love and humility.  His 
thoughts were only of revulsion.  He was repulsed by the thought of having this 
vile woman even touch him.  He looked at her as though she had leprosy, as 
though she was an unclean thing.  What a proud, ungracious and unforgiving 
man!   

 
2.  Maybe you have read this account before and were not greatly struck by the 

difference between the two.  But what we have here is a contrast between a woman 
who was truly converted and a man who was still bound by sin, between one who 
was set free by the love she found in her heart by God’s grace and the coldness of 
heart of a man still dead in his trespass and sin.  This, then, becomes very instructive 
for us.   

 
II.  And Here Is Where We Want to Look Secondly at What Jesus Had to Say of This 

Whole Matter.   
A.  Luke records, “And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say 
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to you.’  And he replied, ‘Say it, Teacher.’  ‘A certain moneylender had two debtors: 
one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  When they were unable to repay, he 
graciously forgave them both.  Which of them therefore will love him more?’  Simon 
answered and said, ‘I suppose the one whom he forgave more.’  And He said to him, 
‘You have judged correctly.’  And turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, ‘Do 
you see this woman?  I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she 
has wet My feet with her tears, and wiped them with her hair.  You gave Me no kiss; 
but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet.  You did not anoint 
My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume.  For this reason I say to you, 
her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is 
forgiven little, loves little.’”   
1.  Jesus said these things to bring the contrast between the woman and Simon into 

sharp focus.   
2.  First, He appeals to Simon’s own conscience to make a judgment on a situation very 

similar to his own.  Remember, this is exactly what Nathan did when he confronted 
David.   
a.  There was a moneylender who had two debtors.  One had a larger debt, one had 

a smaller, but both were unable to pay.   
b.  The moneylender then graciously forgave both of them.  But which of them 

would be more thankful?   
c.  Simon answers correctly, the one who was forgiven more.   
 

3.  Then comes the application.   
a.  Jesus points Simon to the woman he despised.  He points out to him that 

whereas he denied Him the common graces of Jewish social life, this woman 
poured out her heart and soul in love to Him, and has not yet ceased to do so even 
while they were talking.   

b.  “For this reason,” Jesus says, “her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for 
she loved much.”   

c.  Jesus is not saying that her acts of love form the basis upon which she is 
forgiven.  Rather He is saying that her love is the evidence that her sins, even her 
many sins, have been forgiven.  John writes, “We love because He first loved us” 
(1 John 4:19).   

d.  And notice that Jesus, unlike the Pharisee, does not hold against her the fact that 
she was a great sinner, but shows that those who are, and who are forgiven by 
believing on Him, will love more than those who do not need as much 
forgiveness, or at least do not think they do.   

e.  And lastly, notice that Jesus even turns to her to strengthen her assurance of this 
fact and says, “Your sins have been forgiven.”  What joy and bliss she must have 
felt when she heard these words.  Christ did not want to keep her in the dark 
about her assurance of salvation.  He wanted her to know that she was saved.  It 
was made apparent to everyone around her because of her great love for Christ.   

f.  But, on the other hand, Jesus says, “He who is forgiven little, loves little.”  I 
don’t think that Jesus here was referring to the fact that Simon was more righteous 
and therefore loved only a little because he had been forgiven only a little.  He 
was simply stating the principle.  If a man who is forgiven little loves little, what 
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about a man who believes that he doesn’t need forgiveness at all?  He loves not 
at all.   

g.  Simon did not show any evidence of love to the Savior.  He was not even the 
other man in the parable who loved little, he was still excluded from the kingdom 
of God.  He was most likely included in the group Luke mentions who were 
reclining at the table, accusing Jesus of blasphemy in their hearts, because He 
claimed to be able to forgive sins.   

h.  In any case, he despised this one who was showing Christ the love and respect 
He deserved.  Those who really don’t love Christ cannot stand to see the love and 
zeal that those who do pour out for Him.  They are content to have a cheap and 
easy religion, which doesn’t require that they give much at all for Christ, and they 
don’t like those who make them feel uncomfortable.   

i.  The woman was eternally freed from her sins, which was shown by her love for 
the Savior.  On the other hand, this Pharisee, who thought himself still to be far 
more righteous than the woman, who actually hated this One who was the living 
God in human flesh, was only making hell hotter and more unbearable for himself 
in the day of God’s judgment.   

 
B.  In closing, I would ask you where you stand with Christ.   

1.  You too are a debtor to His justice.  You, like the two men in the parable, do not 
have the means to pay.  You have committed infinite offenses against an infinitely 
holy God.  Have you come to the Judge and asked for His pardon?  Have you come 
to Christ and trusted in the payment that He made for sinners?   

2.  If you could pay, Christ would demand it of you.  But because you cannot, Christ 
has offered to pardon it.  Will you come to Him that you might receive this gift of 
His grace?   

3.  And lastly, if you believe that you have experienced this grace of God, how great is 
your love for Christ?  Do you love much, or only a little?  If it is only a little, do 
you not realize, like the woman, how much He has forgiven you?  Do you believe 
like the Pharisee, that you only fall a little short?  Take a good look at the Law of 
God.  Take a good look at how many times you have failed to live up to its 
standards.  Take a good look at how far short you fall even today, how much you 
need the Savior, and you will find that your love for the Savior will increase as the 
sense of your own unworthiness increases.  Paul saw what he had done to His Lord 
and how much he still wrestled with sin, and this motivated him to love and serve 
Christ more than any other.  May the Lord graciously apply this word to all of our 
hearts this morning.  Amen.   


