
 

“He Who Endures to the End Shall Be Saved” 
(Matthew 10:22) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week Jesus said something to His apostles that made the spiritual warfare we are in 
appear to be much more personal than it may have appeared before.  He said that if we follow Him in this 
life and are faithful, then those we are closest to, even those within our own families who are unconverted, 
will not only not love us, they will actually hate us.  They will hate us so much, in fact, that they may even 
want to kill us.  This sounds like strong language, and maybe when we first hear it we don’t want to believe 
it, but it is true.  Jesus says it is.  The kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness are at war.  They are as 
contrary as any two things can be.  That is because they are both built on entirely different principles.  The 
kingdom of light is founded on all righteousness, goodness and truth.  The kingdom of darkness, on the 
other hand, is founded upon wickedness, hatred, lies, i.e., on everything that is opposed to God.  Jesus tells 
us that these two kingdoms and those who are in them -- and all men are in one of the two -- are so much at 
odds with one another that those who walk in darkness may even seek to kill those who walk in the light, if 
by doing so they can put the light out.  This is something we probably don’t think about very often, perhaps 
because we don’t see it happening in our own lives or in our own homes.  Now if everyone in our family is 
converted, this shouldn’t surprise us.  But if they aren’t, it should surprise us if all of our relationships are 
still intact.  As I said last week, this could be because the Lord has allowed there to be peace, even though 
there are members of both kingdoms in one house.  But this could also be because we have hidden our light 
under a bushel, and have removed the offense.  This is the one thing we must always guard against.  We 
must never compromise the truth in order to maintain peace in our families, or with anyone else for that 
matter.  The Lord tells us that if we do things His way, brother will hate brother, a father his child, and 
children their parents.  We must never avoid the offense the cross gives, even if it means that our families 
will be divided.  I have known families that have tried to avoid it, and the results have been devastating.  
They may have temporarily kept their families together, but they have compromised God’s truth and given 
their children a reason to continue in sin.   
  But Jesus goes on now to emphasize that this hatred will be universal, and He tells us what He 
wants us to do in the face of it.  He tells us that  
 
  If we follow Him, we will be hated by all men.  But we must endure their hatred to the end, if we 
are to be saved.   
 
I.  First, Jesus tells us that we will be hated by all men.   

A.  Now from what we have already seen, this should not come as any surprise to us.   
1.  Jesus told His apostles that they would be like sheep in the middle of wolves.   
2.  Jesus told them that men would deliver them up to the courts and scourge them in the 

synagogues.  He said that they would appear before governors and kings for His sake.   
3.  And He said that they would be persecuted even by those who were members of their own 

families.   
4.  And now, He summarizes by saying that they will be hated by all men.   

a.  This hatred will be universal, at least from those who are unconverted.   
b.  While there is the closest kind of love possible between those who are saints, there is only 

toleration at best, and hatred at worst between the believer and the unbeliever.   
 

B.  But remember, Jesus’ warning here was not only for them.  It is also for us.   
1.  Notice how in verse 21, He speaks more generally, “And brother will deliver brother to death, 

and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents, and cause them to be put to 
death.”   
a.  Jesus says in John 15:18-19, “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it 

hated you.  If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not 
of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”  John wrote in 
his first letter, “Do not marvel, brethren, if the world hates you” (1 John 3:13).  Jesus even 
pronounced a blessing on the one who would be persecuted by the world in the Sermon on 
the Mount, “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 
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theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (5:10).   
b.  The world hated Christ, and if we are like Him, it will also hate us.  To the degree that you 

shine the light, to that degree you will be hated.  He who shines little is hated little, but he 
who shines much is hated much.  The apostles were sent forth to shine much, and therefore 
they would be hated much.   

 
2.  Now think of the implications of this.   

a.  We have seen the tension that this will create within our households, both the families we 
were raised in, as well as the families we are raising.   

b.  But this will also affect our relationships with our neighbors, those we work with, and those 
who may have been our friends as we were growing up.   

c.  The Gospel separates.  It divides even the most intimate of relationships, how much more 
lesser relationships.  It divides us because we are at war with one another.   

d.  For this reason, the Lord warns us through the apostle Paul not to have close relationships 
with the world.  He tells us not to be unequally yoked together because it is impossible for us 
to work closely together (2 Cor. 6:14-18).  We are to keep ourselves separate from the world.   

e.  We might wonder, with what Jesus says here, how such a relation is even possible, since the 
world hates us so much.  It would seem impossible for us to enter into any kind of 
partnership with the world, especially since they hate us enough to kill us.   

f.  I think the answer lies in the fact that far too often Christians do not live up to the calling they 
have.  It is possible to be a Christian and yet to live very much like the world.  Now this is 
not what the Lord wants, but it does happen, and this is how unequal yokes can be formed.  
This is how a believer and an unbeliever may even end up marrying one another.  The 
Christian compromises his faith.  He goes down into sin, step by step.  Soon, he begins to be 
attracted by the things of the world and to live like the world.  And before he knows it, he is 
in a relationship with the world, with an unbeliever which further complicates his 
compromise, since now he is infatuated with something which pleases his flesh.  But once 
the temptation is over, once the infatuation is ended, he comes to his senses, realizes what he 
has done, repents and begins again to try to serve the Lord, only now to find that he is faced 
with a great deal of hardship, since he is married to an unbeliever.  He may even have 
children from that union which further complicates the matter.  Now the Lord may 
mercifully save the unbeliever and keep the family together.  He may even restrain the sin of 
the unbeliever so that he or she will still be willing to live with the believer.  But, on the 
other hand, he may not.   

g.  Unequal yokes, partnerships between believers and unbelievers, even of the most intimate 
kind, are possible even though all men will hate us, but it is only possible through 
compromise.  Make sure that you don’t compromise, not even in the smallest areas, for small 
compromises lead to larger ones.  You may one day find yourself very surprised by the sin 
that you allow.   

h.  Now how can you know if this compromise is already taking place?  Ask yourself these 
questions, Is there anyone who hates me because of my profession of Christ, even one?  Or 
does everyone speak well of me?  Remember what Jesus warned His disciples, “Woe to you 
when all men speak well of you, for in the same way their fathers used to treat the false 
prophets” (Luke 6:26).   

i.  If you are not experiencing persecution because of the Gospel, then your light is not shining 
brightly enough.  If we were experiencing a time of revival, it would be a different story.  
But I believe that we can safely say that revival is not currently taking place, at least on a 
large scale.   

j.  Spurgeon wrote concerning these words of Christ, “These are heavy words, but true.  If we are 
faithful we shall of necessity make enemies.  Jesus as good as says— The classes and the 
masses will turn against you because of the name, the doctrine, and the rule of your Master.  
Sometimes the monarch, and sometimes the mob will rage against you; but either from one 
or other, or both, shall the opposition arise.  ‘Ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s 
sake” was the storm-signal by which successive persecutions were announced’ (Matthew, 
123).   

k.  Let us pray that the Lord will give us boldness to shine the light of His Gospel brightly, both 
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by word and by life, out of love for Christ and regard for His commandments, no matter what 
the consequences might be for us.  We have died and our life is hidden with God in Christ.  
Therefore we are not to count our lives as being our own, but rather His.   

 
II.  And this brings us to the second point of the passage, If we live the life Christ calls us to, and 

because of it we are persecuted, what should we do?   
A.  The answer is that we must not compromise, we must not try to avoid the cross, but rather endure it.  

Jesus says, “But it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.”   
1.  We must endure.  We must bear the cross, if we would wear the crown.   

a.  Paul wrote to Timothy, “It is a trustworthy statement:  for if we died with Him, we shall also 
live with Him; if we endure, we shall also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He also will deny 
us; if we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself” (2 Tim. 2:11-13).   

b.  We must endure any persecution that the world would care to throw at us, realizing that the 
Lord is in complete control over what the world does.   

c.  We must die to ourselves, if we are to live with Him.  We must endure persecution, if we 
would reign with Him.  We must confess Him to the end, if we would have Him confess us.  
If we are faithless, He will be faithful to His Word to disown us before the Father.   

 
2.  It is only if we endure, Jesus tells us, that we will be saved.   

a.  Salvation is a sure thing for God’s elect.  Jesus is not contradicting His Word here.   
b.  But what He is telling us is that certain things will be true of everyone who is truly saved.  

One of those things is that they will endure to the end.  They won’t live a sinless life.  They 
may even fall into gross sins from time to time, as did David, Abraham, and Peter.  But they 
will repent and continue to move forward by faith in Christ, and they will endure to the end.   

 
B.  But lastly, what end does Jesus have in view?  How far must His saints endure in order to finally be 

saved?   
1.  Well certainly we must endure to the end of the persecution.   

a.  If we compromise our testimony in order to save our skins, if we avoid the cross in order to 
preserve our lives, then we will be lost.   

b.  But if we are steadfast and immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, we will be 
saved.   

 
2.  But how long will this persecution continue?   

a.  It will continue at least as long as the kingdom of heaven is in the state that it is in now, at 
war with the kingdom of darkness.   

b.  This means that it may continue as long as you live.   
 

3.  Or the end that Jesus has in view here may be the end of all things, or the consummation.   
a.  Certainly, if we were to live to the second coming of Christ, we should be faithful until that 

time.   
b.  Anyway you look at it, Christ is calling us here to persevere in the faith, in the face of this 

persecution, until our time in this world is over, and He is ready to receive us into heaven.  
As Jesus told the church at Smyrna, “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of 
life” (Rev. 2:10).   

c.  When you consider the alternative, it gives you another incentive to endure.  If we don’t 
endure, we will perish eternally, which is to say, if we deny Christ, He will deny us.   

 
4.  So then, how can we endure to the end and finally be saved?   

a.  It is only through trusting in Christ and seeking to remain true to His Word.   
b.  Jesus is the only One who can save us.  He is the only One who can cause us to persevere to 

the end.  Therefore we must trust in Him for the strength to endure.  As long as we trust in 
Him, and show that we really do by the kind of life that we live, then we can know that we 
are His elect, and that He will preserve us to the end.  Thomas Watson, that great Puritan 
pastor of the Seventeenth Century, once wrote, “God’s decree is the very pillar and basis on 
which the saints’ perseverance depends.  That decree ties the knot of adoption so fast, that 
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neither sin, death, nor hell, can break it asunder” (Treasury).   
c.  We can’t endure to the end on our own.  Christ alone can give us the strength to do so, and 

this is what He does for His children.  Not one of His sheep will ever be lost (John 10:28).  
Jesus tells us, “This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose 
nothing, but raise it up on the last day” (John 6:39).   

d.  Are you one of Christ’s sheep here this morning?  Do you know that you are by the witness 
of His Spirit and that of a godly life?  If you do, then you can know that you will persevere to 
the end, because Christ will preserve you.   

e.  But if you don’t know that you will persevere this morning, there’s only one way that you 
can, and that is by coming to Christ.  As long as you stubbornly refuse to believe in Him and 
submit to His lordship, you can only be sure of judgment.  But if you believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and turn from all of your sins, you will be saved, and He will give you the 
power to persevere.  If you haven’t yet come to Christ, come to Him now and receive His 
grace.  His call is to everyone, and He says that if you come, He won’t turn you away.  If you 
still find that you are not willing to come, Christ is still the answer, for He is the only One 
who can change your heart and make you willing.  Come to Christ this morning and take 
hold of His life, and He will give you the strength to endure to the end.  Amen.   


