
“He Who Believes Will Not Be Disappointed”
(Isaiah 28:16)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  The Lord was warning of judgment.  

1.  An overwhelming scourge was coming.  
a.  In verse 2, He calls it “a strong and mighty agent,” “a storm of hail, a tempest of destruction.”  
b.  It was the hand of the Lord about to discipline His people for their unfaithfulness to His covenant in the person of

the Assyrians.  

2.  But instead of repenting of their sins and renewing their faith in the Lord, they tried to avoid Him.  
a.  They made a covenant with death; a pact with Sheol.  
b.  They thought that when the scourge of the Lord – the Assyrians – came, it would pass them by.  
c.  But they were relying on a lie:  a self-deception that couldn’t save them.  
d.  The Lord said He would make justice the measuring line, righteousness the level to see if they would measure up,

but they wouldn’t (v. 17).  
(i)  His hail would sweep away the lies with which they had surrounded themselves (v. 17).  
(ii)  His waters would overflow into their secret places (v. 17).  
(iii)  And their covenant with death; their pact with Sheol would be cancelled (v. 18).  

B.  However, the Lord offered them an alternative.  
1.  He was going to lay in Zion a stone:  a tested stone, a costly corner stone.  
2.  It would be firmly placed at the foundation of their deliverance.  
3.  And the one who trusted in Him would not be disturbed.  
4.  Though He might have been talking about some relief He was bringing then, He was also prophesying regarding

Christ.  

C.  Last week, we considered this stone the builders rejected and its becoming the corner stone of the spiritual temple of
God of which those who believe are a part.  

D.  Tonight, I want us to consider the preciousness of this stone and the fact that all who trust in Him will never be
disappointed.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  First, let’s consider what this stone is like.  The Lord says, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a costly

cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed.”  
1.  In the Septuagint, it reads, “Therefore thus saith the Lord, even the Lord.  Behold, I lay for the foundations of Sion a

costly stone, a choice, a corner-stone, a precious stone, for its foundations; and he that believes on him shall by no
means be ashamed” (Isa. 28:16).  
a.  Sometimes we forget that the OT was translated into Greek and that this translation can give us further insights into

the meaning of the Hebrew.  
b.  This translation was made between 280 to 150 B.C.  
c.  It was believed at one time to have been produced by roughly 70 translators, which is where it gets it name.  
d.  This translation was frequently quoted by NT authors and by Christ Himself.  
e.  This should give us confidence in our translations – that they are the Word of God, even though not in the original

languages.  
f.  But it should also help us understand the Hebrew.  

2.  I bring this up because the NT authors quote the LXX version of this verse. 



a.  Peter writes, “For this is contained in Scripture, ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and
he who believes in Him will not be disappointed” (1 Pet. 2:6).  

b.  We need to remember that Brenton’s translation is an English translation of a Greek text, and the NASB I just
quoted is as well.  

c.  In the Greek, they are identical, except for one word – polutelh/ - which means of great value or very precious.  
d.  Sometimes it appears as though the NT authors loosely quote the OT, including just the words they need or giving

additional sense.  

3.  But let’s consider the words used to describe this stone.  
a.  It is a costly stone (of great value, very precious):  Precious to whom?  To God – the only begotten Son of God,

loved from all eternity.  Jesus prayed in John 17:24, “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be
with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the
foundation of the world.”  

b.  It is a choice stone (chosen, select, or elect):  Christ is the Father’s elect in whom all His people are elect.  
c.  It is a precious corner stone (valuable, honored):  all these things to God.  
d.  And it is laid at the foundation:  Christ is the foundation of His church.  
e.  This is what Christ is in Himself, to His Father, and as we’ll see in a moment, this is what He should be to us.  

B.  Second, let’s consider the blessing to those who will trust in this stone, “He who believes in it will not be disturbed.”
Peter writes, “He who believes in Him will not be disappointed.”  
1.  To receive this blessing, one must first believe in this One God sent to be the foundation of the church and of their

safety.  
a.  Believing, remember, is more than believing the facts.  
b.  It is also having a conviction that this one is trustworthy.  
c.  And it is a putting one’s trust in Him.  
d.  Peter is telling us we must put our confidence, our hope for deliverance, in Christ.  

2.  If we do, we will not be disappointed.  
a.  The Hebrew says “he who believes in it will not be disturbed”:  The idea is shall not be in a hurry, agitated,

disturbed.  
b.  Brenton’s translation and 1 Peter have “he who believes in Him will not be ashamed/disappointed.”  
c.  The idea is the same:  the one who believes does not need to worry that he will be sorry that he did.  
d.  Christ will prove to be a sure refuge from the coming judgment of God, and Isaiah is telling the Jews they should

put their trust in Him.  
e.  If they do, they will not be disappointed.  

III.  Application.  
A.  We need to remember that this stone was not laid just for the Jews, but for the whole church, for all who believe.  

1.  He is the stone the builders rejected, but which has become the chief cornerstone of the spiritual temple of God.  
2.  All who trust in Him become a part of that temple and are safe from God’s wrath.  
3.  If you trust in Him, you will never be disappointed.  

a.  Not in this life:  God will take care of you for Christ’s sake, of both your physical needs and especially your
spiritual needs.  

b.  Nor in the life to come:  you won’t have to be afraid of the Day of Judgment, because Christ will be your
Advocate, your acceptance into heaven.  

c.  You won’t be disappointed.  

B.  But in order to come to Christ, you must see Him for what He is:  
1.  You must see His great value:  not only of what He can do for you, but who He is personally.  
2.  You must see Him as the elect of God:  the only One God will accept.  
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3.  He must be precious to you:  you must embrace Him with all your heart.  
4.  And He must be the foundation of your faith and hope, you all in all.  
5.  If He is these things to you, you will not be disappointed.  
6.  If He isn’t, may God grant to you that He may become this to you.  Amen.  
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