
 

“He Must Reign” 
(1 Corinthians 15:25) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This morning we saw through the prophecy of Micah that the Father sent His Son 
into the world in order that He might rule and reign over it for His holy purposes.  Christ, in His 
work of mediation in the New Covenant, is not only the prophet who declares to us the will of 
God for our salvation, He is not only the priest who removes our guilt and the wrath of God by 
laying down His life for us as an atonement for our sins, He is also the King who reigns over us 
and to whom we owe absolute obedience.  He is the King who must reign until everything in 
heaven and earth has been brought into subjection to Him.  Remember that as God, the Son has 
always had absolute power and authority over all created things.  But we are talking now about 
Christ, the God-man, who was exalted above every principality and power, and given all 
authority in heaven and on earth to rule all things for the good of His church.  Christ took up this 
office at the ascension.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “But He, having offered one sacrifice 
for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time onward until His 
enemies be made a footstool for His feet” (Heb. 10:12-13).  And He will continue to reign until 
all things are subjected to Him.  “The last enemy that will be abolished is death” (1 Cor. 15:26).  
This will take place at the resurrection.  When the last of Christ’s elect is brought in, then the 
Lord will return.  He will raise all men to judgment.  And when that resurrection will have 
taken place, then death will be abolished once and for all, then all of Christ’s enemies will have 
been subdued, then Christ’s reign, in this mediatorial sense, will have ended.  Paul writes, “For 
He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet” (1 Cor. 15:25).   
 But at the present time, all things have not yet been subjected to Him.  He is still 
reigning.  And that is what we will want to look at this evening, namely, how it is that He reigns 
and why.  And what we will see is that,  
 
 Christ reigns over both His church and all of Creation for the good of His people.   
 
I.  First, I Want You to See that Christ Is Our Great King, Who Rules Over His Church 

for Her Good.   
A.  Christ Is the Head of His Church.   

1.  You need to realize that the Church is not a building with four walls and a ceiling.  
The Church is not a social gathering of individuals who all profess to know and love 
Christ.  But the Church is a spiritual kingdom with Christ as her head and sovereign 
Ruler.   
a.  Just because it does not appear on a map does not mean that it is not real.   
b.  Jesus said that this kingdom would exist in the hearts and lives of His people, “The 

kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21).  It is a spiritual kingdom.   
c.  It is a kingdom which has a spiritual purpose and goal, namely, the salvation of the 

elect of God.   
d.  It was established on the earth by Christ Himself to be the institution through which 

people would be saved from the damnation of their souls.  And this is the reason 
that it is advanced through the sword of the Spirit, and not through the sword of man.   

e.  And, as it is with every kingdom, so it is here as well.  This kingdom has a King 
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who rules over it, and as we saw this morning, His name is Jesus Christ.   
 

2.  Christ has actually reigned over this kingdom from the very beginning of human 
history and will continue to do so until the end.   
a.  This kingdom itself began with the first redeemed humans that ever lived, namely, 

Adam and Eve.   
b.  When they sinned against God and aligned themselves with the tempter, they fell 

from God’s kingdom.   
c.  But when the Lord God appeared in the Spirit of Judgment, He immediately had 

compassion on them for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ.  He made a promise to 
them of a coming Redeemer in the cursing of the serpent.  He made sacrifices for 
them which picture His work.  In short, it appears that the Lord God delivered them 
from the kingdom of the devil, and brought them into the redemptive kingdom of His 
Son.   

d.  Christ now had subjects, those for whom He would die.   
e.  And Christ will continue to reign over this kingdom until the very last of them are 

finally gathered into it.   
 

B.  But How Is It that Christ Rules Over His Kingdom?  He Does so through Delegated 
Authority.   
1.  He mediates His authority through the agency of man.  This has been His method of 

dealing with His subjects throughout all of human history.   
a.  If Adam was the first redeemed man, then he was also the first to exercise the 

authority of Christ over his household.   
b.  During the time of the patriarchs, such as Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Lord 

continued to exercise this rule through the head of the household.   
c.  As the nation grew larger and became numerous, the Lord appointed one man to 

lead them out of their bondage in Egypt and to become their head, namely, Moses.   
d.  Later, it was the prophets, the Judges, the priests, the elders and the kings of Israel.   
e.  But the point here is that Christ has always ruled His spiritual kingdom, not directly, 

as though He were present personally on the earth, sitting on the throne, dictating to 
His subjects what He would have them to do, but representatively.   

f.  Christ made His will known through His Word, appointed those in whom He would 
vest His authority, and then moved upon their hearts by His Spirit to declare and 
minister His rule through His Word.   

 
2.  The same is true in the present dispensation of the Covenant of Grace.     

a.  Christ is still the supreme Head and Dictator of His church.   
b.  He has not abdicated the rule to His subjects, nor to anyone else.   
c.  But He has delegated His authority to His office-bearers to rule in His name, by His 

Word, and through His Spirit.   
d.  These office-bearers are called in the NT “elders.”  It was the elders, together with 

the apostles, who met at Jerusalem to look into the matter of circumcision as it 
relates to salvation (Acts 15).  It was the elders of Ephesus whom Paul called 
together at Miletus and charged, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, 
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
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which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28).   
e.  It was to the elders that Peter, the apostle, gave the admonition, “Shepherd the flock 

of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, 
according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness” (1 Peter 
5:2).   

f.  The office of elder is a very high office, the highest in the whole world, because it is 
the highest position of authority in the highest kingdom in the whole world.  It is for 
this reason that the Lord sets the qualifications of such men so high.   

g.  And this office which Christ has ordained in His kingdom is to be respected, not 
because of the men who hold the office, but because of Christ who established the 
office and called the men He has to serve in it.   

h.  The elders, remember, do not rule by their own authority, but by Christ’s.  They do 
not do what they want to do, but what they believe the will of their Master is.   

i.  Their authority, as I have said on numerous occasions, is declarative and ministerial.  
They are to declare what the Word of God says and do all in their power to see that it 
is rightly administered.   

j.  And it is because it is Christ’s rule that you and all of Christ’s subjects are to submit 
to it.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for 
they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account.  Let them do 
this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you” (Heb. 13:17).   

k.  It would be unprofitable for you to refuse it because it is the rule of Christ, which 
He has ordained for your good, to build you up in the faith, and to lead you in the 
paths of righteousness.   

 
II.  Secondly, I Want You to See that Christ Also Rules Over All of the Creation in order 

to Ensure the Welfare of This Kingdom.   
A.  Although the Rule of Christ Began in His Church with the Redemption of the First 

Sinners, His Rule over all Creation Did Not Begin until His Ascension.   
1.  This was one of the things which the Father promised Him for the fulfillment of his 

work of Redemption in the Covenant of Redemption.   
a.  The Father says to Christ, in Psalm 2:8-9, “Ask of Me, and I will surely give the 

nations as Thine inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Thy possession.  Thou 
shalt break them with a rod of iron, Thou shalt shatter them like earthenware.”   

b.  Christ completed the work and received the reward.  He says to His disciples in 
Matthew 28:18, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.”   

c.  But again, though this authority was always His as the Son of God, it was now being 
entrusted to Him as Christ, the One who is the Son of man, as well as the Son of 
God.   

d.  His human nature was now to share in the glory of that royal dominion.   
 

2.  This kingship of Christ will continue until, as our text tells us, all of His enemies have 
been subdued under His feet.   
a.  God gave Him this authority for a reason.  When that goal will have been met, then 

the authority will end.  
b.  This means that Satan and his demons will have been finally destroyed in the lake 

of fire, as well as all mankind who have followed them, and the redemption of all the 
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elect will have been accomplished.   
 

B.  But While Christ Has It, He Continues to Exercise It on Behalf of His Church.   
1.  He really could not guarantee the ultimate protection of His church unless He had 

absolute control over the affairs of the nations.   
a.  As long as the church is in the world, she will be affected by the world, she will be 

threatened by the world, and she will still have its task to perform in the world.   
b.  Therefore, she will continue to need her gracious Lord’s protection.   
 

2.  And so Christ overrules all things in His Providential dealings for the good of His 
church.  
a.  He guides the destinies of individuals and of whole nations to promote the growth, 

purification and final perfection of His people  (Berkhof Systematic 410).   
b.  He saved His people from the tyranny of the Philistines by the hand of a shepherd 

boy named David.   
c.  He used one man to spread His Gospel over almost the whole known world, namely, 

the apostle Paul.   
d.  He used one man to call His church out of darkness, back into the light of His 

Gospel, namely, Martin Luther.   
e.  Christ is able to do these things because He is the One who is sovereignly in control 

over all His Creation.   
 

III.  Now What Can We Learn From This?   
A.  First, Does the Knowledge of Christ’s Sovereignty Give You the Comfort that It Is Meant 

by God to Give?   
1.  Do you really believe that Christ is in control of all things?  Or has the enemy 

deceived you into thinking that he is in control or that things only happen by accident?   
2.  It we don’t have the assurance that Christ is in control of the circumstances, then we 

will tend to become discouraged or angry at our situations.   
3.  Maybe we will get angry with God.  Maybe we will get angry with each other.   
4.  But all things come from the hand of the Lord, who, by the way, promises that 

everything will work together for good, for the good of His kingdom, and subsequently, 
for our good.   

5.  Are we wiser than God?  Do we know better than He what is good for us?  Is Christ 
governing all things for the good of His church or not?   

6.  Realize that all of your circumstances are divinely arranged by God as tests of what is 
in your heart.  They are not accidents.   

7.  When you criticize your circumstances, you are really criticizing Christ.   
8.  We don’t know what He is working out, but we do know that whatever it is, it will be 

for His glory and for our good.   
9.  Our responsibility is to continue to follow His revealed will.  We must not behave 

sinfully, but continually trust in Him.   
10.  Knowing that Christ will overrule all things for your good should give you great 

confidence.  Everything that happens, all of your efforts, all of your prayers, all of your 
sufferings, will all be used by Him.   

11.  But beware if there should be in you a heart of unbelief, in speaking against your 



5 

 

great God and sovereign in the way that He has chosen to accomplish His will.  You 
will find that in the end, you are speaking against Christ.   

 
B.  Second, Knowing that Christ Is also the Sovereign King Over His Redemptive Kingdom, 

which Is the Church, Do You Recognize that Authority and Are You Submitting to It?   
1.  Christ first exercised this authority when He sovereignly called you into His kingdom.  

He issued the effectual call, to which you responded in faith and repentance.   
2.  Now that He has called you into His ranks by His free and sovereign grace, are you 

continuing to submit to it as He administers it in His church through His elders?   
3.  Remember, this is what you vowed to do when you joined this church.  You vowed 

before the Lord and before many witnesses that it was your intention to “Submit in the 
Lord to the government of this church and, in case you should be found delinquent in 
doctrine or life, to heed its discipline.”   

4.  Don’t forget, this is not the authority of man, but of God.  The elders do not 
administer their own laws, but His.  And they administer it in two ways:  in the 
preaching and teaching of the Word, and through private and public admonition.   

5. You are to give heed to the preaching of the Word and its teaching.  You are not to sit 
as critics, becoming judges of the elder’s motives or abilities, and you are especially not 
to be judges of God’s Word.   

6.  Rather, you are to receive the Word of your Lord in heaven, and obey what He 
commands you.  You are to examine the Word first, to be sure, but after realizing that 
it is Christ’s Word, you are to submit to it.   

7.  And because Christ cares for His church, He has appointed the means of dealing with 
those who will rebel against His authority.  They are called church censures.  They 
come to us from Christ for the good of His church, and they are to be used for that very 
purpose.   

8.  When someone falls into heresy or teaches heresy, or falls into some pattern of life that 
is sinful, whether it affects only himself or others, the elders are to use these censures as 
the means to reclaiming them.   

9.  If they are effective for this purpose, then the whole church will give God the glory for 
it.  If the Lord does not choose to make them effective for that purpose, then we will 
not impugn God, but accept His will and lament for our fallen brother.   

10.  And so in closing, let me suggest to you the following:   
a.  Realize that Christ is your Lord, and you are His subject, and your allegiance to 

Him supersedes any other, even yourself.   
b.  Therefore, use every means at your disposal to diligently find out what His will is, 

and then do it with all your might.  Read and study His Word.  Listen attentively to 
its being taught and preached.  Be ready to receive instruction from your elders 
when they believe that it is necessary.   

c.  Call upon His grace and strength to do what He commands, even if what He 
commands will cost you dearly.  Let your love for Christ be greater than the nearest 
and dearest relationships on earth, so that you would rather die than elevate yourself, 
or any other, higher in your affections than He.   

d.  And lastly, if you should run into the path of error or disobedience, listen to the 
words of Christ’s ministers as they bring the reproof and correction of your Lord.  
Do not harden your hearts, or stiffen your necks as Israel did, that you might not be 
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broken beyond remedy.  Listen to your Lord’s exhortation to turn from the path of 
sin and selfishness and to do what is right.   

e.  People of God, Christ is your King.  He is your Lord.  And you owe to Him 
immediate and absolute obedience.  If you submit to Him, you will be blessed.  But 
if you rebel, you will be destroyed.  It is my prayer then that you would continually 
submit and give Him all the glory, and thereby be filled with His blessings.  Would 
that God would give us all hearts to do so.  Amen.   


