
 

“He Is Not Here, for He Has Risen” 
(Matthew 28:1-9) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Someone once wrote, “The best news the world ever had came from a graveyard.”  
Now this sounds strange, doesn’t it?  What is it after all that people fear more than anything 
else?  What is it that most never want to think about?  Isn’t it death?  Isn’t it their own death?  
Doesn’t the graveyard only remind us that death is a part of this world in which we live, a very 
unwelcome part?  Death is that which brings about the separation of loved ones.  It brings grief 
and sorrow.  The cemetery has a sad finality about it.  It is the place of no return.  When you 
lay your loved ones to rest in them, you know that you won’t be seeing them again, at least in 
this life.  But you also realize that it’s a place where your body will someday be laid.  It is a sad 
prediction of your future.  Nobody likes a graveyard.   
  So then, how can the best news which the world has ever heard come from a graveyard?  
The Bible tells us that out a graveyard came victory over death.  It says that there was once a 
man who was laid in a tomb.  But unlike most men, He didn’t stay there.  It was impossible for 
death to hold Him, because He had power over death.  He rose from the dead, never to die 
again.  But the Bible also tells us that He didn’t do this only for Himself, but also for those who 
would believe in Him, and love Him, and follow Him all the days of their lives.  This is the 
good news of the resurrection.  This is the good news that Jesus has conquered death, not only 
for Himself, but also for His people.  This is what I would like for us to consider for a few 
moments this morning.   
 
I.  First, I would like for us to consider the events leading up to, and including, the 

resurrection.   
A.  I think you’re all familiar with the story of Jesus.   

1.  He was born about two thousand years ago in very poor circumstances.   
2.  When He was about thirty years old, He was baptized by John, and then began a 

ministry of preaching and teaching which lasted about three and a half years.   
3.  He went everywhere proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God, that God had 

brought salvation near, and that whoever received Him, would receive eternal life.   
 

B.  But not everybody liked Jesus.   
1.  The leaders of Israel, for the most part, didn’t like Him.  They hated Him.  They 

hated Him because He spoke out against their hypocrisy.  They hated Him because the 
people seemed to like Him and wanted to make Him king.  They were afraid that they 
would lose their positions of power and authority.   

2.  And so, when they couldn’t stand for it any longer, they finally arrested Jesus in 
Jerusalem, at the time of a great feast, called the Passover.   
a.  They took Him to Pilate and demanded His death.  And even though Pilate wanted 

to release Him, they stirred up the people against Him, to cry out for His death.   
b.  And so Pilate delivered Him over to his soldiers for crucifixion.  And they took 

Him out to a place called Golgotha, the place of the skull, and there they crucified 
Him.   

c.  And when He was dead, they took Him off of the cross and prepared Him for burial.  
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Since this took place on Friday, the day of preparation before the Holy Day of the 
Jews, called the Sabbath, and because it was nearby, they laid His body in the tomb 
of a rich man, named Joseph of Arimethea, rolled a stone over the entrance to the 
cave, and then left.   

d.  Now the leaders remembered that Jesus had said that after He was dead, He would 
be raised to life again on the third day.  Therefore they went to Pilate and asked him 
to place a guard over the tomb until the third day.  They thought that His disciples 
were going to come and take the body, and then tell everyone that Jesus had risen 
from the dead.  If that were to happen, then they would never be able to convince 
the people otherwise.  And so Pilate granted them their wish, and set a guard over 
the tomb.   

e.  Now when the sun came up on Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene and another 
woman named Mary, came to look at the grave.  As they were coming, they were 
wondering who would roll the stone away from the tomb.  Surely the Roman 
soldiers wouldn’t help them.   

f.  But when they arrived, they found that the stone had already been removed and the 
soldiers were nowhere to be found.  During the night, an angel had come down from 
heaven and rolled the stone away.  His appearance was so terrifying that when the 
soldiers saw him, they were so frightened that they couldn’t move.  But when they 
finally recovered, they ran away.  Some went into the city to tell the chief priests 
what had happened.  And when they heard it, the priests gave them money, and told 
them not to say what really happened, but that the disciples of Jesus had come and 
stolen the body.  And so this is what they did.   

g.  When the women arrived, the angel was still there, sitting on top of the stone.  And 
when they saw him, they also were frightened.  But the angel, knowing that they 
were followers of Jesus, comforted them, and said, “Do not be afraid; for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus, who has been crucified.  He is not here, for He has risen, 
just as He said.  Come, see the place where He was lying.  And go quickly and tell 
His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going before you 
into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you” (vv. 6-7).   

h.  The women looked into the tomb and saw that what the angel had said was true.  
Jesus was not there.  Then they also ran away, trembling with fear and yet filled 
with great joy because Jesus, their Savior, was alive again.   

i.  But as they were going, Jesus met them.  And when they saw Him, they fell at His 
feet and worshiped Him.  Jesus was alive again.  The terrible events of the last few 
days were over.  They could hardly believe it, but somehow Jesus had overcome 
death!   

 
II.  Now many of you have heard this story before, but how many of you realize what these 

things mean?  What is the importance of the resurrection?  I’ll tell you what it is:  
Jesus, in His resurrection, conquered death, hell and the grave, not only for Himself, but 
also for His people.    
A.  Now many today believe that Jesus was merely a good teacher.   

1.  Earlier in our world’s history there was a movement called “The Enlightenment,” that 
brought this about.   
a.  It was called the enlightenment, because those who were a part of it believed that 
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they were moving out of the darkness of ignorance into the light of truth.   
b.  They thought they were doing everyone a favor by getting rid of what they thought 

were some old superstitious beliefs that kept people in fear for so long, such as the 
idea of a God who would one day bring everyone into judgment for their sins, or that 
there was a heaven to seek after and a hell to avoid.   

c.  They said that this idea of God, which is found in the Bible, is all wrong.  “God did 
not make us in His image.  We made Him in ours.  The fires of hell only exist in 
men’s minds.  They are not real.”  And so they tried to strip the Bible of all of its 
supernatural elements.   

 
2.  And because of this, they also believed that the Jesus of the Bible never existed.   

a.  Oh yes, there was a man named Jesus, but He wasn’t really the Son of God.   
b.  He really didn’t do the miracles the Bible says He did.   
c.  He really didn’t come to save anyone from hell, because no one was in danger of 

hell.   
d.  He was just a good man, who taught good things.  And His followers were so 

enamored by Him, that they wrote His story, and embellished it with all of these 
miracles, to make Him better fit the role of a Messiah.   

e.  Perhaps this is how some of you see Jesus this morning, only as a good man, only as 
a teacher of morality.  But is this all He is?  Are the people who say He is right?  
Should we change our minds about God, about Jesus, about heaven and hell, simply 
because of their opinions?  Please remember that all they have given us are words.  
They have not proven anything.  All they have given us are theories about how they 
believe everything came into existence.  Is their faith better because it is theirs?  
Nothing which they’ve said even comes close to a reasonable explanation.  And if 
you want to know why I think so, I’d be happy to talk to you about it after the 
service.   

 
B.  But here is the best reason:  God, the One who knows the truth, has told us in His Word 

what is true.  He tells us that He is still a righteous Judge who will judge all men 
according to their works, and that the fires of hell are still burning and that those who sin 
will pay the penalty.  But He also tells us that He has provided a way for us to escape our 
punishment, if we will turn from our sins and believe on His Son.   
1.  All of us here have a problem:  we were all born into this world as sinners, and 

therefore liable to God’s judgment.   
a.  God says, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).    
b.  And because we are sinners, all we’ve done since we’ve been here is sin.  God tells 

us that we have.   
(i)  God, because He made us, has the right to tell us what to do.  And He tells us 

that we must love Him with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength.  He tells us 
that we must love our neighbor as much as we love ourselves.  And He says that 
we must do all that we do for His glory alone.   

(ii)  Which one of you can say that you have ever done this?  Have you ever loved 
God with all that is within you even for a moment?  Have you ever taken the care 
for your neighbor that you do for yourself?  Have you ever sought for God’s 
glory, above your own?  No you haven’t!  If you had, you would be a righteous 
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man.  But God says, “There is none righteous, not even one” (3:10).   
 

c.  Therefore, all of us, apart from God’s grace and mercy, are under the sentence of 
death.  God says, “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), and He doesn’t mean 
only physical death, but spiritual death as well:  eternal condemnation in hell.  Hell 
is not just for hardened criminals; it is for everyone who disobeys God.   

d.  All of here were born under this condemnation.  All of here by the things which we 
have done have only earned more condemnation, more misery in hell.  Every sin 
that a man commits heats the fires of hell that much hotter for him.  What this 
means is, that apart from God’s gracious intervention, we would have no hope.   

 
2.  But God tells us more.  He tells us that He sent His Son into the world, not to 

condemn the world, but to save it.   
a.  Once, when Jesus and His disciples were going to Jerusalem, they had to stop at a 

town in Samaria.  When the Samaritans saw that He was going to Jerusalem, they 
would not receive Him.  And so James and John asked Jesus, “Lord, do You want 
us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?  But He turned 
and rebuked them, and said, ‘You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; for the 
Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them’” (Luke 9:51-56).   

b.  God tells us in His Word that He did not want all men to perish.  And so He sent 
His Son, Jesus, to save them, to save those who would believe on Him.   

c.  But how did Jesus save them?   
(i)  First, the Bible says, He became a man.  It was man that sinned, therefore, it 

was man who needed to pay the price.  And so the Son of God, became the Son 
of Man.  Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary, and was born some 2000 years ago in a cattle stall.   

(ii)  Next, He kept God’s Law perfectly.  God requires that a man be perfect before 
he can enter into heaven.  To be perfect means to do everything right and to do 
nothing wrong.  Jesus did everything right:  He kept His Father’s Law, out of a 
perfect love for Him, and for His glory alone.   

(iii)  But there was another problem.  Man had sinned and fallen under the just 
wrath of God.  If man was to be saved, someone would need to take his place and 
suffer that wrath in his place.  The Bible says that Jesus did.  He died on the 
cross and suffered hell, in order that those who would trust in Him would not die.   

(iv)  But all of this would have been for nothing, if Jesus had not risen from the 
dead.  If Jesus was still in the grave, then He wasn’t even able to save Himself, 
let alone anyone else.  But Jesus did rise from the dead.  And when He did, He 
not only vindicated His claims to be whom He claimed to be, He also vindicated 
His claims to have done what He said He would do.  He saved His people.   

(v)  Whatever Jesus did, He did for those whom the Father had given Him.  His 
perfect obedience was for them, His death was for them, and His resurrection was 
for them.   

 
3.  Now the important question to ask is, “How does what Jesus did become ours?  How 

can we be saved?”   
a.  There is, thankfully, a very simple answer to that question:  Believe on the Lord 
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Jesus Christ and you shall be saved (Acts 16:31).  Jesus said in John 3:16, “For God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  It is those who will believe in 
Jesus that will be saved.   

b.  What does it mean to believe in Jesus?  It means that you no longer try to save 
yourself by trying to make yourself acceptable to God through your efforts.  But 
instead you look away from yourself to Jesus, to His perfect work, to His atoning 
death, to save you.  Jesus is the only One who is acceptable to God.  You will never 
be good enough.  But when you trust in Him, your sins are removed, and His 
righteousness becomes yours.  God no longer sees you as are in yourself, but as you 
are in Jesus.   

c.  Notice that I did not say that you simply believe that Jesus lived and died.  The 
devils believe this, but they aren’t saved.  There are many people in churches today 
who believe this, but not all of them are saved.  You must not only believe the facts, 
you must also trust in this Jesus to save you.  You must rest in Him and in Him 
alone for your salvation.  If you really are, your life will show it.  God changes the 
hearts of His people, so that they will love Him, His Son, His commandments, His 
worship, and His children.  In other words, your whole life will be wrapped up in 
God.  No one who serves God only on Sundays is saved.  But those who serve Him 
all the time are.   

d.  What about you this morning?  Are you trusting in Jesus for your salvation?  Does 
your life show that you are by turning from all of your sins and turning to Jesus?  
God tells us that we must leave behind all of our sins if we are to follow Jesus.  We 
cannot hold on to even one of them.  If even one of them is still found in our hands 
on judgment day, it will condemn us to hell.  Now I don’t mean that God will 
condemn you if you haven’t overcome all of your sins.  No one will do this until the 
Lord makes them perfect in heaven.  The true Christian will be fighting with his sins 
all of his life.  But if there is any sin that you are not willing to give up, any that you 
are not willing to fight against, then you are not yet born again from above.   

e.  If this is true of you, if you have never fully turned to Jesus, I would invite you to do 
so now.  Let go of your sins.  They will only destroy you.  Take hold of Jesus.  He 
can save you.  He says that He will, if you will only trust Him to do so.   

f.  But one last word of warning.  If you don’t believe in Jesus, or still refuse to come 
to Him, realize that you are lost.  You will certainly end up in hell, unless the Lord 
opens your eyes and changes your heart.  You can’t do it.  Only God can.  Pray 
that He would.  Pray that He would remove the blindness from your eyes, so that 
you might see your need and see what He has provided for your need.  And pray 
that He would put His love in your heart, so that you can trust in Jesus, the One who 
died and was raised to save sinners, such as you.   

g.  Well, I hope all of you have a better understanding this morning of why the 
resurrection if so precious to Christians.  It is the best news that the world has ever 
had, and it came out of a graveyard.  May the Lord help us all to see this truth and 
rejoice in it this morning.  Amen.   


