
“He Is a Righteous and Just God” 

(Psalm 89:14) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve been looking at the fact that you should love God.   

a.  Yes, you should love Him because of what He’s done for you,  

(i)  From bringing you into existence to providing for you,  

(ii)  And for the fact that He promises to take care of you for the rest of 

eternity.   

 

b.  But you especially love Him because of what He’s like.   

(i)  We all love those who are good to us.   

(ii)  We also love those who are outwardly beautiful.   

(iii)  But what makes someone particularly beautiful is their inward beauty.  

(iv)  The Lord has all three, and we should love Him for each.   

(v)  But understanding that His inward beauty is something only a believer 

will love and appreciate,  

(vi)  We must especially love Him for this.    

(vii)  We must love His character.   

 

2.  So what is God like?   

a.  He is gracious.   

b.  He is merciful and compassionate,  

c.  And full of lovingkindness.   

d.  We saw last week, He is forgiving:   

(i)  He is willing to forgive any and all sin,  

(ii)  No matter how serious,  

(iii)  If we will come to Him in Christ.   

 

e.  All of these are expressions of His infinite and perfect love.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we’re going to turn the corner a bit  

a.  And look at two other attributes of God,  

b.  Things that we don’t usually think of as reasons to love Him,  

c.  But they are just as valid as those we’ve seen,  

d.  And that is His righteousness and justice – that which is the basis of His 

judgment:   

(i)  The psalmist writes, “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of 

Your throne” (v. 14).   

(ii)  That He is righteous means He loves what is good and right and only 

does what is good and right.   
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(iii)  That He is just means that He always gives to everyone exactly what 

they deserve.   

(iv)  We usually see these as reasons to be afraid of God.   

(v)  But we need to see that they are equally reasons to love Him.   

 

2.  The next reason you should love God is that He is both righteous and just.   

a.  We’ll consider first that God is righteous.   

b.  And second, that He is just.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider first that God is righteous – God loves what is right and good and 

does what is right and good – He can’t do otherwise.   

1.  This is really why the unbeliever hates God.   

a.  People usually don’t like those who threaten them.   

(i)  It jades the way they look at them.   

(ii)  It colors everything they see in them.   

 

b.  That’s why unbelievers don’t like God – why they even hate Him.   

(i)  They instinctively know how God looks at them.   

(ii)  They know they haven’t done what’s right – their conscience tells them.   

(iii)  They know God will bring them into judgment for it.   

(iv)  And they hate Him for it.   

(v)  They don’t want to be accountable to a righteous God.   

 

2.  But far from being a reason to hate Him,  

a.  The fact that He’s righteous should make you love Him –  

b.  If you are trusting in His Son –  

c.  You should love the fact that He loves what is right.   

d.  If He didn’t, if He loved evil instead, think of the consequences.   

(i)  You couldn’t trust Him:  He could promise you anything, but never do 

what He promised.   

(a)  He might promise to take care of you, but let you starve.   

(b)  He might promise to go with you as you serve Him, but then leave 

you on your own.   

(c)  He would promise you happiness, but make you miserable.   

(d)  He would promise to save you, but condemn you to hell.   

(e)  He might even give you what He promised, but then take it away.   

(f)  Instead of being faithful, He would be faithless.   

(g)  Instead of true, He would be a deceiver.   

 

(ii)  If the Lord didn’t love righteousness, but loved evil instead, He would be 

like the devil, only with infinite power and knowledge.   

(a)  Considering what God is capable of, this would put you in a very 

dangerous situation.   

(b)  The only thing you could be certain of in the end,  

(c)  Is that you would either be destroyed or tormented forever.   
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(d)  Unbelievers might think they want God to be like this,  

(e)  But in the end, they wouldn’t prefer Him like this either.   

(f)  They just couldn’t trust Him.   

(g)  Even if He did give them what they wanted,  

(h)  He might destroy them in the end anyway, just for fun.   

 

b.  Thankfully, God couldn’t be further from this.   

(i)  He is absolutely holy and righteous.   

(ii)  He perfectly loves what’s right.   

(iii)  He could never do anything wrong.   

(iv)  He couldn’t promise something and not do it.   

(v)  He would never threaten anything evil.   

(vi)  He can only promise what’s good,  

(vii)  And once He promised it, He would do it.   

(viii)  That isn’t a reason to hate Him,  

(ix)  It’s a reason to love Him all the more.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider that God is just:  He will always give you and everyone else 

what you deserve.   

1.  This is again another reason unbelievers hate Him.   

a.  They’ve done wrong things – we’ve all done wrong things.   

b.  The know they deserve to be judged for their crimes.   

c.  And they know that’s what He’s going to give them, because He’s just.   

(i)  They’re not always fully aware.   

(ii)  But their conscience tells them it’s true.   

 

d.  And they despise Him for it.   

(i)  They want to do what they want to do –  

(ii)  They want to do what they think is fun,  

(iii)  And they don’t want anyone to tell them they can’t.   

(iv)  They don’t want to be accountable.   

(v)  That’s why they hate Him.  

(vi)  They’d sooner love the devil than Him,  

(a)  At least he approves of what they’re doing.   

(b)  He wouldn’t judge them like God.   

(c)  They don’t realize that he hates them,  

(d)  That he wants to destroy them –  

(e)  They’re made in God’s image – and he hates that.   

(f)  They don’t understand that the God they hate,  

(g)  Actually desires their salvation.   

(1)  He doesn’t want them to perish.   

(2)  He wants everyone to turn from their sins.   

(3)  Because it’s good and He knows it’s for their good.   

(4)  He says through Ezekiel, “‘For I have no pleasure in the death of 

anyone who dies,’ declares the Lord GOD.  ‘Therefore, repent and 

live’” (18:32).   



4 

(5)  God doesn’t will the salvation of all men – otherwise everyone 

would be saved.   

(6)  And He does this for His glory – the glory of His justice.   

(7)  But that doesn’t mean the righteous and holy God actually delights 

in their perishing.   

(8)  He says again through Ezekiel, “‘Say to them, “As I live!” declares 

the Lord GOD, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 

rather that the wicked turn from his way and live.  Turn back, turn 

back from your evil ways!  Why then will you die, O house of 

Israel?”’” (33:11).   

 

2.  Can you love God for His justice?   

a.  Haven’t you done things that deserve His condemnation and wrath?   

b.  Doesn’t that threaten you as well?   

c.  Isn’t it His mercy you should love, rather than His justice?   

d.  You should love His mercy, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t love His 

justice, for at least three reasons:   

(i)  You should love His justice because ultimately that’s what’s going to 

save you.   

(a)  Outside of Jesus, He would have to judge you for your sins,  

(b)  He couldn’t do anything else but condemn you to hell.   

(c)  He would be like Moses in Pilgrim’s Progress – He wouldn’t know 

how to show mercy, because He wouldn’t have any mercy to show.   

(d)  But the Lord, because of His grace,  

(1)  Provided a just sacrifice for your sins – Jesus Christ.   

(2)  Through His Son, He also provided His Spirit,  

(3)  So that you would trust in Him and be justified.   

 

(e)  And now that you are justified in Jesus through faith –  

(1)  Now that you have His merits, His standing given to you –  

(2)  The Father can’t do anything but give you what Jesus deserves.   

(3)  That’s what His justice demands.   

(4)  And He can’t do anything but love you,  

(5)  Because that’s what His righteousness – His Son’s righteousness 

and His love of what is right – demands.   

(6)  When you’re in Jesus, the righteousness and justice of God become 

reasons to love Him, not to hate Him.   

 

(ii)  Second, you should love the justice of God because it means He will 

right all the wrongs of this world.   

(a)  How many times have you seen the wicked of this world commit 

crimes and get away with them?   

(b)  How many times have you been injured or cheated in some way?   

(1)  Probably many times!   

(2)  How do you feel when they get away with these things?   
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(c)  The justice of God means no one is getting away with anything.   

(1)  They might in this world –  

(2)  Our judicial system is certainly not what it should be –  

(3)  But one day the score will be settled.   

(4)  The Lord will exact justice on the Day of Judgment.   

 

(d)  What about the things you’ve done – will God exact judgment for 

those things?   

(1)  He already has:   

(2)  He exacted it from Jesus on the cross – if you’re trusting in Him.   

 

(e)  Either way, every crime will be punished.   

(1)  Every wrong will be righted.   

(2)  Everyone will eventually be judged and repaid accordingly.   

 

(iii)  Third, every good thing you do will be justly rewarded.   

(a)  Not that you or I have done anything that deserves a reward.   

(i)  Everything we do falls short.   

(ii)  But the Lord has promised  

(iii)  That everything we do in Jesus and for Him and His Father 

(iv)  Will be rewarded.   

 

(b)  He will reward your work because there is genuine love in them,  

(i)  Because they are purified in Jesus,  

(ii)  And because He’s promised to.   

(iii)  Because He loves what’s right, He can’t do otherwise.   

 

3.  God’s righteousness and justice are reasons to love Him, not to hate or fear Him.   

a.  He must do what’s right – 

(i)  Now that He’s provided His Son  

(ii)  He must forgive your sins –  

(a)  Because you trusted in Him,  

(b)  Because He placed your sins on His Son on the cross,  

(c)  Because Jesus paid for them.   

 

(iii)  He must reward your works – because He promised He would.   

(iv)  He must give you heaven – because that’s what His Son deserves.   

(v)  And He must punish everyone who hasn’t trusted Jesus –  

(vi)  He must deal justly with every sin –  

(vii)  Because He is just.   

(vii)  He must set everything right.   

 

b.  Shouldn’t you love a God like this?   

(i)  Do you love Him?   

(ii)  If you do, and have trusted His Son,  

(iii)  Your sins are forgiven.   
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(iv)  And the Lord will give you everything He’s promised.   

 

c.  If you don’t love Him, I hope you’re seeing more and more  

(i)  Just how sinful that decision is.   

(ii)  When we say something is lovely, we mean it’s worthy to be loved.   

(iii)  God is infinitely lovely,  

(iv)  It’s an infinite sin not to love Him.   

(v)  If you don’t love Him this evening, then pray 

(vi)  That the Lord would open your eyes to see His beauty,  

(vii)  That you would trust in His Son Jesus Christ,  

(viii)  And turn from your sins,  

(ix)  Before you have to face Him as the righteous and just God that He is.   

(x)  May the Lord grant you His mercy that you might.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


