
“He Intercedes for You” 

(Romans 8:33-34) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We looked last time at God’s discipline – what a blessing it is.   

a.  That it’s not punishment, but correction.   

b.  That it’s a means of grace.   

c.  That it’s a mark of grace.   

d.  If this was all it was, it would be a blessing.   

 

2.  It’s even more when you consider why He disciplines you.   

a.  Because He loves you.   

b.  Because He wants to strengthen you against the sin that would destroy you.   

c.  Because He wants you to desire the right things – to be holy.   

 

3.  Next time He disciplines you:   

a.  Be thankful.   

b.  Don’t dismiss it, or faint under it.   

c.  But make sure you repent.   

d.  Ultimately, it will help you make it to heaven.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, we’ll look at another blessing the Lord has given to help you to heaven 

– the intercession of Jesus Christ.   

a.  If you were perfect, you wouldn’t need Jesus’ help – but you’re not.   

(i)  You need His righteousness to cover your imperfection.   

(ii)  You need His death to pay for your sins.   

(iii)  But you need something more – His continuing ministry.   

 

b.  You have an accuser.   

(i)  You actually have several:  your conscience, the world.   

(ii)  But one worse than these:  Satan, who loves to charge you to God’s face.   

 

c.  But the good news is the Lord has provided an Advocate – a defense attorney 

– to stand between you and the Judge, to plead His case for you.   

d.  And because He has, you will never be condemned.   

 

2.  Let’s consider two things:   

a.  There is one who continually accuses you before the Father – the devil.   

b.  But there is One who stands to your defense:  the Lord Jesus Christ, if you 

are trusting Him this evening.   

 

II.  Sermon.   
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A.  First, there is one who continually accuses you before the Father (v. 33) – the 

devil.   

1.  Paul asks, “Who will bring a charge against God’s elect?”   

a.  The devil would, and he frequently does.   

(i)  He is called the accuser of the brethren (Rev. 12:10).   

(ii)  He accused Job before God:  “The LORD said to Satan, ‘Have you 

considered My servant Job?  For there is no one like him on the earth, a 

blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning away from evil.’  

Then Satan answered the LORD, ‘Does Job fear God for nothing?  Have 

You not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on 

every side?  You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions 

have increased in the land.  But put forth Your hand now and touch all that 

he has; he will surely curse You to Your face’” (1:8-11).   

(iii)  He accused Joshua the high priest, “Then he showed me Joshua the high 

priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his 

right hand to accuse him” (Zech. 3:1).   

(iv)  He accused Peter and demanded to afflict him, “Simon, Simon, behold, 

Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat” (Luke 22:31).   

 

b.  He hates you and would destroy you in a moment if he could.   

(i)  But he can’t; though he prowls about as a roaring lion, God won’t let him 

touch you.   

(ii)  And so he tries the next best thing – to get God to destroy you for your 

sins.   

 

2.  Does he have any grounds to accuse you?  Just consider for a moment all the 

possibilities.   

a.  Your past sins.   

(i)  Adam’s sin.   

(ii)  A complete lack of love (want of original righteousness).   

(iii)  The many sins of your youth.   

(iv)  The many things you should have done for His glory but didn’t.   

 

b.  Your present sins.   

(i)  Your weakness of love, devotion, service; though He has given you His 

grace.   

(ii)  Your unclean thoughts.   

(iii)  Your impure hearts – the part that continually rebels against God.   

(iv)  Your pride – the desire for self-recognition.   

(v)  Your many responsibilities left undone.   

 

c.  Sadly, there are all too many more sins yet to come.   

d.  The devil had plenty of grounds to accuse each one of you.   

e.  If you were left to fend against him on your own, you wouldn’t have a chance 

– he would condemn you to hell forever.   
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B.  But you’re not alone.  There is One who stands to your defense:  the Lord Jesus 

Christ – if you are trusting Him this evening (v. 33-34).   

1.  You have God as your Justifier – One who has definitively dealt with your guilt.   

a.  He sent His Son to save you.   

b.  He clothed you with His perfection.   

c.  He washed you of your sins.   

d.  Paul asks, if “God is the one who justifies; who is the one who condemns?” 

(v. 34).   

(i)  If the Holy Judge of the universe who takes note of every possible sin has 

declared you to be not guilty, then who could possibly condemn you?   

(ii)  Nothing in heaven or earth or in hell.   

 

2.  You also have the Lord Jesus as your Advocate.   

a.  You have a lawyer who appears before the magistrate to plead your case.   

(i)  Regarding those sins you committed – He died for them.   

(ii)  Regarding the acceptance of that payment – the Father raised Him.   

(iii)  Where is this Advocate?   

(a)  He ascended into heaven.   

(b)  To the right hand of God in glory – the place of highest honor.   

(c)  By the Father’s appointment.   

(d)  To pray for you.   

 

b.  It’s true that the sins you’ve committed are more than sufficient grounds for 

the Father to execute you in His wrath.   

(i)  The devil knows that you have greatly dishonored and displeased Him.   

(ii)  But the merits of Jesus are far more than adequate to pay for your sins 

and deliver you from judgment.   

 

c.  Don’t get the idea from this that the Father wants to destroy you and would 

but for His Son’s intercession.   

(i)  It is His nature to be infinitely averse to sin.   

(ii)  He is far too holy than to look at evil or to approve sin.   

(iii)  And sadly, you do sin, everyday, in your actions, words, thoughts, the 

inclinations of your heart.   

(a)  There is sin in your heart, in your soul.   

(b)  God can’t approve of these things – He can only hate them.   

 

(iv)  But don’t forget that He was the One who sent His Son for you.   

(a)  He so desired to have you as His son and daughter, that He was 

willing to give what was most precious to Him.   

(b)  He sent Him to obey for you.   

(c)  He sent Him to cleanse you of your sins.   

(d)  He appointed Him to stand before Him to plead on your behalf.   

(e)  This is how He justified you, so that you might come to heaven to be 

with Him for an eternity.   

(f)  So don’t think the Father wants to destroy you.   
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(g)  He loved you so much that He gave you the perfect Advocate that He 

might be both just and the One who justifies you through His Son.   

(h)  This is another blessing the Lord gives you if you are trusting in Him.   

 

d.  Satan not only accuses you before God, he also uses your conscience to 

accuse and try to destroy you.   

(i)  Since he can’t get anywhere with God, he may attack you at this level.   

(ii)  He has been known to drive even some of the saints to despair of God’s 

mercy and grace towards them.   

(iii)  But again, the fact that God justifies and Jesus intercedes should be your 

defense.   

(iv)  If you have trusted Jesus, you are not guilty – if you believe what the 

Lord says here, you can effectively stop his accusations.   

 

3.  But what about those of you who haven’t trusted Jesus?   

a.  Satan accuses you as well.   

b.  But in your case, there’s nothing standing between you and God.   

c.  God hasn’t justified you – you are still guilty.   

d.  You don’t have an Advocate – you’re on your own.   

d.  You have nothing to commend yourself – you have only sin.   

e.  Satan has more than enough to put you away forever.   

f.  If you don’t trust in Jesus, you’re finished.   

g.  Trust Him now, and He will come to your defense.   

h.  Trust Him and He will cleanse you, clothe you, make you acceptable.   

i.  Trust Him and He will plead His merits for you.   

j.  Don’t overlook this blessing; don’t think you don’t need Him.   

k.  One day you will stand before Him and wished that you had.   

l.  Today is the day of His grace – take hold of Him by faith, and be safe.  Amen.   
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