
“He Desires to Live with Us” 

(John 1:14) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

This morning, we saw  

 

How Isaiah was brought into the presence of God,  

 

Where he saw the revelation of His glory and holiness.   

 

 

What Isaiah saw frightened him:   

 

He understood when he saw the Lord  

 

How sinful he really was:   

 

“I am a man of unclean lips” (Isa. 6:5).   

 

 

He understood how much  

 

God hated sin:   

 

“Woe is me, for I am ruined” (ibid.).   

 

 

But he also came to understand  

 

More of God’s grace and mercy:   

 

When he confessed his sin,  

 

The Lord commanded  

 

And an angel flew from the altar  

 

With a burning coal,  

 

Touched his lips  

 

And took away his sins.   
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He was cleansed  

 

By the same sacrifice  

 

That takes away our sins –  

 

The blood of Jesus Christ –  

 

And by this was equipped  

 

To serve the Lord  

 

In that work to which He had called him.   

 

 

He brought Isaiah near;  

 

There was a crisis of holiness;  

 

And that crisis was resolved.   

 

 

This was an OT picture  

 

Of the work of Christ:   

 

The Father sent His Son into the world,  

 

To cleanse us from our sins –  

 

To resolve our crisis of holiness –  

 

So that we too might serve Him,  

 

And then live with Him forever.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

This evening, let’s consider some of the ways  

 

The Lord pointed to these truths in the OT,  

 

And how He fulfilled them in Christ.   
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We’ll organize our study  

 

Around the three themes  

 

We noted in the book of Leviticus:   

 

1.  God’s desire:  He wanted to be with us.   

 

2.  What prevented it:   

 

God is holy and we are not.   

 

3.  And His solution:   

 

God provided a way for us to be reconciled.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider first, how the Lord  

 

Pointed to these truths in the OT.   

 

 

1.  First, the desire God has to be with His people.   

 

 

We see this everywhere in the Bible.   

 

We couldn’t have a relationship with God  

 

Unless He had reached out to us:  

 

And that’s exactly what He did.   

 

 

God originally made us  

 

So that we could have a relationship with Him:   

 

He made us not only able –  

 

We not only shared certain abilities  

 

In common with Him:   
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He made us spiritual, thinking,  

 

Goal oriented, and immortal –  

 

He made us willing –  

 

He gave us certain desires –  

 

We wanted what was right,  

 

And so we wanted to be with God.   

 

 

God even put us in the garden  

 

Where He lived  

 

So we could spend time together  

 

And have fellowship on a regular basis.   

 

God wanted to be with us.   

 

 

Of course, the Fall changed all of this:   

 

We fell away from God in Adam,  

 

We didn’t lose our natural likeness to Him –  

 

We were still spiritual,  

 

We could still think,  

 

We still had goals,  

 

And we were still immortal –  

 

But we lost our moral likeness to Him –  

 

We no longer wanted what He wanted,  

 

We no longer wanted to be with Him.   

 

 

That, thankfully, didn’t change  
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God’s desire to be with us.   

 

That’s why He redeemed Adam and Eve;  

 

Why He had a relationship with Seth;  

 

And with Noah,  

 

And why He warned Noah  

 

And saved him from and through the flood;  

 

Why He called Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees 

 

And made His covenant with him and his children;  

 

Why He redeemed Abraham’s children  

 

From Egypt by Moses;  

 

Why He had Moses set up a tent in the wilderness  

 

In the very center of the tribes of Israel,  

 

And why He eventually had Solomon build the Temple:   

 

God wanted to live with His people.   

 

 

2.  But as I said, the Fall brought a problem:   

 

God hadn’t changed –  

 

He was still holy –  

 

But man had:  he was now sinful.   

 

 

One of the things that stands out  

 

In the book of Leviticus  

 

Is the holiness of God:   

 

God is holy,  
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And those who live with Him must be holy.   

 

 

That’s why God requires what is right:   

 

We read in 18:1-5, “Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to the sons 

of Israel and say to them, “I am the LORD your God.  You shall not do what is 

done in the land of Egypt where you lived, nor are you to do what is done in the 

land of Canaan where I am bringing you; you shall not walk in their statutes.  

You are to perform My judgments and keep My statutes, to live in accord with 

them; I am the LORD your God.  So you shall keep My statutes and My 

judgments, by which a man may live if he does them; I am the LORD.”’”   

 

 

The Lord showed them their need  

 

Of holiness/moral perfection in other ways as well:   

 

 

The sacrifices they were to bring  

 

Were to be perfect:   

 

We read in Leviticus 22:18-21, “Speak to Aaron and to his sons and to all the 

sons of Israel and say to them, ‘Any man of the house of Israel or of the aliens in 

Israel who presents his offering, whether it is any of their votive or any of their 

freewill offerings, which they present to the LORD for a burnt offering – for you 

to be accepted – it must be a male without defect from the cattle, the sheep, or 

the goats.  Whatever has a defect, you shall not offer, for it will not be accepted 

for you.  When a man offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD to fulfill 

a special vow or for a freewill offering, of the herd or of the flock, it must be 

perfect to be accepted; there shall be no defect in it.’”   

 

 

Those who ministered to Him as priests  

 

Must also be perfect, at least physically:   

 

“No man among the descendants of Aaron the priest who has a defect is to come 

near to offer the LORD’S offerings by fire; since he has a defect, he shall not 

come near to offer the food of his God” (Lev. 21:21).   

 

 

Those who worshiped Him  
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Must be free from leprosy, skin diseases,  

 

And discharges that made them unclean:   

 

“Thus you shall keep the sons of Israel separated from their uncleanness, so that 

they will not die in their uncleanness by their defiling My tabernacle that is 

among them” (Lev. 15:31).   

 

 

This also applied to the things they ate:   

 

“For I am the LORD your God.  Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, 

for I am holy.  And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the 

swarming things that swarm on the earth.  For I am the LORD who brought you 

up from the land of Egypt to be your God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy” 

(11:44-45).   

 

 

God is holy,  

 

But man is unholy –  

 

That’s what God wanted them to see –  

 

Even as He wanted Isaiah to see.   

 

 

3.  But the Lord also provided a way  

 

To deal with man’s sin:   

 

In the OT,  

 

He gave them the priesthood and sacrifice.   

 

 

Man could lay his hands on an animal  

 

And transfer his guilt to it,  

 

That it might die in his place.   

 

 

God gave various cleansing rituals  

 

To remove their uncleanness.  
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And He gave them a national sacrifice  

 

Once a year on the Day of Atonement  

 

By which the guilt of the nation  

 

Might be dealt with at once  

 

So that God might live among them.   

 

 

None of these sacrifices/rituals actually  

 

Removed their guilt –  

 

The author to the Hebrews writes,  

 

“For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Heb. 

10:4) –  

 

They only reminded them of it,   

 

He continues in verses 1-3, “For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good 

things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices 

which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.  

Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, 

having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins?  

But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year.”   

 

 

But it did provide a covenantal holiness to the nation  

 

So that God could dwell with them:   

 

 

Of course, if the one sacrificing  

 

Looked to the sacrifice the Lord would provide  

 

In the future through the Christ,  

 

He was actually forgiven.   
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B.  And this brings us to the main point:   

 

What the Lord was pointing to in the OT –  

 

His desire to live with us,  

 

The problem of sin,  

 

And the provision He made for reconciliation –  

 

He fulfilled in Jesus Christ.   

 

 

1.  He sent Jesus into the world:   

 

The Tabernacle He set up in the wilderness  

 

Pointed to Jesus –  

 

God Himself came into this world  

 

And lived among us:   

 

John writes, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His 

glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth” 

(John 1:14).   

 

 

The presence of God in the OT Tabernacle  

 

Was likely the same Person  

 

Isaiah saw on the throne:  The Son of God –  

 

The One through whom God relates to man,  

 

The One through whom He would be revealed –  

 

As we saw this morning.   

 

John writes, “No one has seen God at any time” (John 1:18),  

 

And yet, Moses entered the Tabernacle  

 

And spoke face to face with God (Ex. 33:11).   
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This is the One who dwelt among us.   

 

The word “dwelt” in John 1:14  

 

Means literally “to pitch a tent.”   

 

He took on the tent of our humanity,  

 

That He might live among us.   

 

He is Immanuel:  God with us (Matt. 1:23).   

 

 

2.  Jesus revealed to us the holiness of God.   

 

He lifted the Law back up to where it should be,  

 

And gave us a living example of how it should be lived –  

 

As we also saw this morning.   

 

 

3.  And He provided the way  

 

We could be reconciled with God.   

 

 

The blood and bulls and goats  

 

Could not take away our sins,  

 

But His blood could  

 

Which He shed once for all time,  

 

As our Great High Priest (Heb. 10:10).   

 

 

And when He died,  

 

He tore the veil of the Temple –  

 

The veil that only the high priest could pass through  

 

And that only once per year –  
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To show us that everyone  

 

Who comes to God through Him  

 

May now enter into His holy presence.   

 

 

4.  God came to earth to dwell with us in Christ,  

 

So that through His work,  

 

He might dwell in us.   

 

 

Now we are His temple –  

 

Which is why we are called to live holy lives.   

 

Paul writes, “Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a prostitute 

is one body with her?  For He says, ‘THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE 

FLESH.’  But the one who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him.  Flee 

immorality.  Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the 

immoral man sins against his own body.  Or do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you 

are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God 

in your body” (1 Cor. 6:16-20).   

 

And he writes in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, “Do not be bound together with 

unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what 

fellowship has light with darkness?  Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or 

what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  Or what agreement has the 

temple of God with idols?  For we are the temple of the living God; just as God 

said, ‘I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I 

WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.  Therefore, 

COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,’ says the Lord.  

‘AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; and I will welcome you.  And 

I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ says the 

Lord Almighty.”   

 

 

5.  This is also why we are to offer  

 

Our lives to Him in spiritual worship:   
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Peter writes, “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected 

by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, 

are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:4-5).   

 

 

6.  And when He is done with us on earth,  

 

He will bring us to heaven to live with Him –  

 

And when He is done with this earth,  

 

He will bring in the New Heavens and Earth,  

 

So that we might live with Him forever.   

 

John writes, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and 

the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea.  And I saw the holy 

city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a 

bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, 

saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among 

them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and 

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any 

death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things 

have passed away.’  And He who sits on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making 

all things new.’  And He said, ‘Write, for these words are faithful and true.’  

Then He said to me, ‘It is done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 

and the end.  I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of 

life without cost.  He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his 

God and he will be My son’” (Rev. 21:1-7).   

 

 

The Lord loved us so much  

 

And desired so much to live with us,  

 

That He was willing to give us His Son  

 

To overcome the problem of our sin,  

 

So that we might live with Him forever in paradise.   

 

 

May He help us to understand this a bit more clearly  

 

So what we will have an even stronger desire  
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To give to Him what this love calls us to:   

 

A life devoted to His glory.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


