
 “He Can Forgive You” 

(Mark 2:1-12) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  This morning, we’re considering the most important teaching of the 

Bible to you personally:  Jesus came to grant the forgiveness of your sins.   

1.  Forgiveness is an essential element of your justification – God can’t declare you 

to be just if you’re still guilty, if your sins are still clinging to you.   

2.  Forgiveness is what sets you free from God’s judgment; it delivers you from 

damnation – God can’t condemn you if you’re not guilty of doing anything 

wrong.   

3.  It’s part of the foundation of your eternal life – you could never enter into 

heaven without forgiveness; God cannot allow one who is guilty in His 

presence.   

a.  Christ’s obedience given to you by faith is also important.   

b.  But without forgiveness, it wouldn’t do you any good – sin would cancel out 

that righteousness and condemn you.   

c.  You can’t be saved without forgiveness, which is why you need Jesus – you 

can only find forgiveness in Him.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see Jesus return to Capernaum.   

a.  When the people heard, they immediately came to where He was staying.   

b.  A paralytic also came with the help of four friends.   

(i)  He came to be healed of his paralysis.   

(ii)  But he left with much more – the forgiveness of his sins.   

 

2.  If you want forgiveness – to escape the sentence of hell and make it safely to 

heaven – you must come to Jesus:   

a.  You must come to Him now.   

b.  You mustn’t let anything get in your way.   

c.  You must come to Him in faith, and at the same time,  

d.  You must guard yourself against unbelief.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, if you want forgiveness, you must come to Jesus now.   

1.  Jesus returned to Capernaum, to Peter’s house, which, for the time, was His 

headquarters.   

a.  When the people heard He was there, they immediately came to Him.   

(i)  They didn’t wait for the Sabbath to hear Him in their synagogue.   

(ii)  They came right away to see Him.   

 

b.  When Jesus Christ is near, you need to seek Him right away.   

(i)  There are times when He is nearer than others.   



2 

(a)  The Lord may draw near in certain circumstances – usually in very 

dangerous or stressful situations.   

(b)  He may draw near in revival.  

(c)  When the Word is preached, the Lord draws near.   

 

(ii)  When He draws near, you need to seek Him.   

(a)  He says through Isaiah, “Seek the LORD while He may be found; call 

upon Him while He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way and the 

unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the LORD, and He 

will have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly 

pardon.”   

(b)  If you don’t know this Lord this morning, seek Him while He draws 

near to you through His Gospel.   

 

2.  Here’s something else you can take from this part of our text.   

a.  When these people came to Jesus, He received them.   

b.  He ministered to them, He spoke the Word to them.   

(i)  Most of them came because they wanted to be healed, or just to see Him.   

(ii)  But He gave them something even more valuable:  forgiveness through 

His Word.   

(a)  He didn’t make them wait until the Sabbath to hear Him in the 

synagogue.   

(b)  He immediately brought the Gospel to them.   

(1)  Some believe the Word should only be preached on the Lord’s Day 

and in the Lord’s house.   

(2)  Jesus didn’t agree – He preached whenever and wherever He might 

find those who needed to hear the truth.   

(3)  We’ll see that those the Lord used during the Great Awakening in 

Great Britain did the same.   

(4)  When the Lord gives you the opportunity to minister His Gospel, 

use that opportunity to bring Jesus near to those who need Him.   

 

B.  Second, if you want forgiveness, you mustn’t let anything get in your way.   

1.  Four men came to Him bringing a man who was paralyzed.   

a.  The paralytic wasn’t in any pain – his need arose from the fact that he was 

completely dependent on others to do everything for him.   

b.  That these four men were willing to do this shows the kind of compassion 

you should show to those who can’t care for themselves.   

(i)  You should treat others the way you want to be treated.   

(ii)  You may not be in that situation now, but one day you could be.   

 

c.  These men were determined to see Jesus.   

(i)  They fully expected that if they brought this man to Him, He would heal 

him.   



3 

(ii)  They were so determined, that when they weren’t able to get into the 

house because of the crowd, they went up onto the roof, pulled it apart, 

and lowered the paralytic down to Him.   

 

2.  Whenever you set your heart to seek the Lord, there will always be things that 

stand in your way.   

a.  The Lord will put them in front of you to test you, to see just how much you 

really want Him.   

b.  Most are put off by the slightest difficulties, which show that they didn’t 

really want to find Jesus in the first place.   

c.  But those who do, who desire His grace and mercy, like Jacob, won’t let go 

until they have receive the promised blessing.   

d.  If you would have forgiveness, you must seek the Lord, pushing through 

every obstacle, until you find Him.   

 

C.  Third, if you want the Lord’s forgiveness, you must come to Him in faith.   

1.  This was the first thing Jesus noted about them.   

a.  They all had faith, not just the four men.   

(i)  We know this because Jesus forgave the paralytic.   

(ii)  Jesus never forgives sins on the basis of another’s faith.   

(iii)  If you would have forgiveness, you must personally trust in Him.   

 

b.  Why did Jesus forgive him, when he actually came to be healed?   

(i)  It’s because Jesus knew what he needed the most.   

(a)  What good would it be to be healed only to end up in hell?   

(b)  Forgiveness brings much more – it brings heaven.   

 

(ii)  Jesus also forgave him because this was behind his illness.   

(a)  Sin is the cause of all your troubles – both physical and spiritual.   

(b)  To take away your sins is to cure you of all evil.   

 

(iii)  But most of all Jesus forgave him because he had faith.   

(a)  He had more than faith to be healed.   

(b)  Jesus saw that he had justifying faith.   

 

2.  If you come to Jesus for forgiveness, that is what you need:  faith.   

a.  He doesn’t want your good works.   

b.  He wants you to put all your confidence, all your hope of heaven in Him.   

c.  If you do, He will forgive you.   

 

D.  Finally, if you want Jesus to forgive you, you must guard yourself against unbelief.   

1.  The scribes didn’t believe Jesus – they thought He was blaspheming when He 

said the man’s sins were forgiven.   

a.  They understood correctly that only God can forgive sins.   

b.  But they were wrong in thinking Jesus was a mere man.   
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2.  Jesus knew what they were thinking, and so He set out to prove who He was.   

a.  First, He asked them why they thought this – hadn’t He already given them 

enough proof to show who He was?  Yes, He had.   

b.  But He was willing to give them further proof, and so they would better 

understand it, He began with these questions, “Which is easier, to say to the 

paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’; or to say, ‘Get up, and pick up your pallet 

and walk?’”   

(i)  In one respect, both are about as easy or difficult to say – if that’s all there 

is to it.   

(ii)  In another respect, it’s easier to say your sins are forgiven, because no 

one there could prove whether they actually were or not.  To say, “Get up, 

and pick up your pallet and walk,” is the most difficult, since everyone 

could see for themselves whether Jesus had the authority to command the 

paralytic’s illness or not.   

(iii)  But so they would know Jesus had the power to forgive sins, He said the 

more difficult thing:  “I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet and go 

home” (v. 11).  And the man got up, picked up his pallet and went home.   

(iv)  The rest of Scripture shows us that these scribes still didn’t believe.   

 

3.  Don’t make that same mistake:  Jesus has the authority to forgive your sins, 

because He is God in human flesh.   

a.  The Father sent Him into the world to destroy sin.   

b.  He sent Him to lay down His life to pay the penalty for sins.   

c.  Jesus did the miracles He did to prove that He can forgive sins.   

d.  And He tells you that if you want your sins forgiven and to enter into heaven 

at last, you must believe He can forgive you and come to Him.   

(i)  You must come to Him now – you can’t afford to put this off.   

(ii)  You mustn’t let anything get in your way – you must persevere like the 

paralytic and his friends who wouldn’t let the crowds keep them from 

getting to Jesus.   

(iii)  You must come to Him in faith – you must believe He is able to forgive 

you.   

(iv)  And you must guard yourself against an unbelieving heart – don’t let the 

sin in your heart convince you that Jesus can’t help you or that there is any 

other way.   

(v)  May the Lord help us all to do this.  Amen.   
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