
”Have the Mind of Christ” 
(Philippians 2:5-11) 

Introduction: What is the essence of godliness? What is the 
essence of Christlikeness? What is the example that our Lord 
Himself gave to us of what the Christian life is to be? Paul this 
morning gives to us a picture of unbelievable proportions as he 
explains to us what Christ, the eternal Son of God, did in securing 
our salvation. 

fruits are that the Spirit of God produces in the hearts and lives 
of His own, and how necessary they are for the well-being of the 
church. He says, ”IF THEREFORE THERE IS ANY ENCOURAGEMENT IN 
CHRIST, IF THERE IS ANY CONSOLATION OF LOVE, IF THERE IS ANY 
FELLOWSHIP OF THE SPIRIT, IF ANY AFFECTION AND COMPASSION.” He does 
not say ”if” because he thought that there were none of these fruits 
in the lives of the Christians at Philippi, rather, he is assuming 
their presence as if he was saying ”since these things are so.” 
Paul encouraged the faithful saints at Philippi to let these same 
fruits abound in their lives in order that they might issue in a 
unity of mind, heart, purpose and doctrine among them. This, to the 
heart of the great apostle and pastor of the flock of Christ, would 
bring the greatest joy to him. He recognized that if each of the 
Philippians were to think differently in their hearts, to have their 
own agendas, to insist upon their own ways entirely, and to work 
that out in going in all different directions, the result would be a 
disunited and schismatic congregation which would ultimately tear 
itself to pieces, thus putting an end to that particular church of 
God. It would be like trying to put together a mechanical watch, 
with all of its intricate gears and springs, to work together in 
harmony, but yet using parts which are not made for the same watch. 
The result would be chaos, and that watch could not be relied on to 
accomplish its purpose for which it was made. And so Paul urges 
them to put their minds on God’s agenda and to unite on that, to put 
away their own selfish desires and concentrate on becoming servants 
to their brethren, to work together in harmony. They should not 
only be thinking about their own personal interests--what they 
wanted, the way that they thought things should be and ought to be 
done--, but they should humble themselves so that they might also 
think about the interests of others--how they might minister to 
them, how they might build them up in Christ, and how they might 
further the Gospel of Christ. 

Having now given them the express command to unity and humility 
of life, Paul now moves on to give to them the most excellent, most 
perfect, and most astounding example of humility, in the life of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. And what the Spirit of God is revealing to 
you in this text this morning is, 

You will remember that Paul told us in verse 1 what the gracious 

Christ, being the most exalted and glorious Being in the 
universe, humbled Himself by becoming a man, and consequently 
was exalted in that nature to the highest place of honor in 
creation. 

I. First I Want You to See the Humiliation of Christ Who Humbled 



2 

Himself Even as far as Dying the Cursed Death of the Cross. 
A .  Christ, Who Was in the Form of God, Took upon Himself the 

Form of a Man. 
1.  We have seen in past sermons that Christ is the eternal 

Son of God, equal to the Father in power, glory and 
majesty . 
a. The Scripture represents God as sending not a 

created being into the world, but a Son, ”BUT WHEN 
THE FULLNESS OF THE TIME CAME, GOD SENT FORTH HIS 
SON, BORN OF A WOMAN, BORN UNDER THE LAW” (Gal. 
4: 4). 

b. He is called the Son of God because He is eternally 
begotten of the Father and shares the same nature as 
God. He is infinite, eternal, unchangeable, in His 
Being, wisdom, power, holiness, just ice, goodness, 
and truth. 

c. As our present text tells us, He was in the form of 
God, and did not regard it robbery to be considered 
equal with God. 

2. Yet this most glorious and excellent Being emptied 
Himself by taking upon Himself the likeness of men. 
a. Last Lord’s day evening, we saw this infinite stoop 

of the Son of God in the plan of Redemption. 
b. He who was the glorious and eternal Son, took upon 

Himself, not the likeness of perfect man, but the 
likeness of sinful man, ”FOR WHAT THE LAW COULD NOT DO, 
WEAK AS IT WAS THROUGH THE FLESH, GOD DID: SENDING HIS 

OFFERING FOR SIN, HE CONDEMNED SIN IN THE FLESH” (Rom. 
8:3). He looked like us and experienced all of our 
weakness and infirmity, and yet He had no sin, nor the 
indwelling corruption of sin. 

glorious and exalted God as to His divine nature. 
That did not change and could not change. 

d. Rather, His emptying consisted in His taking upon 
Himself the lowly form of a bond-servant. 

ILLUST: e. Christ did not give up anything in His incarnation, 
but added a human nature. It would be like a king 
who wanted to walk among his subjects to get a feel 
for their difficulties, but did so by putting off 
his royal robes and appearing in the garments of his 
servants, without giving up his kingly authority. 
Only in the case of Christ, He not only put on our 
garments, He actually put on our nature. 

OWN SON IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH AND AS AN 

c. And yet He remained at the same time, the most 

B. And then Christ, Having Taken the Form of a Man, Humbled 
Himself in Obedience to the Father, Even as Far as Being 
Made a Curse for Us. 
1.  He humbled Himself by becoming obedient even unto death. 

a. To be the great and glorious God, and to unite with 

b. But then to give Himself to suffer even the consequences 
a human nature is a tremendous stoop. 

of sin, which is death, something which He as God could 
never have experienced and never have known, is 



3 

ILLUST: C. 

d. 

e. 

something else entirely beyond our comprehension. 
After we have lived in this world for a little 
while, we begin to see people dying, people we love 
departing and never being able to see them again in 
this world, and we realize that we too are mortal 
and will one day undergo death and decay. 
But the eternal God would never have suffered this, 
and indeed never could have, because He is immortal 
and eternal. And among the personal and perfect 
fellowship in the Triune God, there could never have 
been any sorrow or grief or pain of bereavement. 
But Christ, in our human nature, could and did 
suffer this very thing that we fear. He died so 
that we would not have to. 

2. And this is even more astounding when we consider that 

The Lamb of God who knew no sin personally, became 
sin on our behalf, and was nailed to a tree in our 
place ( 2  Cor. 5:21). 

b. He took upon Himself the curse of God for us. Paul 
writes in Galatians 3:13, ”CHRIST REDEEMED US FROM 
THE CURSE OF THE LAW, HAVING BECOME A CURSE FOR 
US--FOR IT IS WRITTEN, ’CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS 
ON A TREE. ’” 

c. When our sins were imputed to Him, He fell under the 
curse of sin, and that curse fell upon Him unmixed 
in God’s wrath. Such was the humiliation of our 
Savior! Such was the price that He had to pay for 
our redemption, which was very costly! 

life, who out of love wants to save his brother from 
the consequences of his evil deeds which merit 
death, so he voluntarily gives himself up to die in 
his place. Only Christ’s merit far outstrips that 
of a single man, for He is the God-man. 

He died the death of one who was cursed. 
a. 

ILLUST: d. It is like the man who has lived upright all of his 

II. Secondly, I Want You to See His Exaltation Unto the Highest 
Place of Honor in the Kingdom of God for His Humiliation. 
A. Because of His Obedience to the Father, the Father Highly 

Exalted Him. 
1.  The obedience of the God-man in humbling Himself is 

here the reason for His exaltation. 
a. It was as the God-man that Christ humbled Himself 

even to the point of death. 
b. And His exaltation is His reward as the God-man for 

performing perfect obedience to the Father’s will 
in bringing God’s people to glory. 

2. Christ was exalted by being resurrected from the dead, 
ascending up into heaven, and being crowned with all 
power and authority, not only in this age, but also in 
the age to come. 
a. Christ was ”DECLARED THE SON OF GOD WITH POWER BY 

THE RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, ACCORDING TO THE 
SPIRIT OF HOLINESS” (Rom. 1 : 4). 
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b. 

C. 

d. 

Our Lord then ascended up on high, leading captive a 
host of captives and giving gifts unto men, in His 
triumphal victory procession into the heavenlies 
(Eph. 4:8). 
And finally He sat down at the right hand of the 
majesty in the heavens, waiting from that time on 
until His enemies are made a footstool for His feet 
(Heb. 10: 12-13). 

And He will reign until every one of His foes has 
been vanquished, at which time He will rule with the 
Father throughout all time over His glorious Kingdom 
which shall never end. 

B. This Exaltation Is Most Clearly Seen in Giving to Him the 
Name Above Every Name. 
1.  In His exaltation, Christ is given the most glorious 

name of Lord. 
a. It is not the name of Jesus that is given to Him, 

for that was already His by virtue of His 
incarnation. An angel appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and told him, "AND SHE WILL BEAR A SON; AND YOU 
SHALL CALL HIS NAME JESUS, FOR IT IS HE WHO WILL 
SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS" (Matt. 1:21). 
Jesus means "Jehovah i s sal va t i on. " 

b. Rather, it is the name of "Lord" that becomes His, 
not just a title of honor, which of course it is, 
but the highest title in the created realm, that of 
the Lord of the covenant. 

and here, it is more specifically the Second Person 
of the Godhead who is the New Covenant Lord. He is 
Yahweh in human flesh. 

dominion and authority is given unto Him, and He is the 
absolute and supreme ruler over all of God's realm. 

c. Of course Yahweh was the Lord of the Old Covenant, 

d. But it means that He is the sovereign, all power and 

2. And this honor was granted Him in order that all the 
created realm should give glory and honor unto Him. 
a. "THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY W E E  SHOULD BOW, OF 

THOSE WHO ARE IN HEAVEN, AND ON EARTH, AND UNDER THE 
EARTH, AND THAT EVERY TONGUE SHOULD CONFESS THAT 
JESUS CHRIST IS LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE 
FATHER" (2: 10-1 1 ). 

b. John, in a vision of the glories of heaven, wrote, "AND 

THE THRONE AND THE LIVING CREATURES AND THE ELDERS; AND 
THE NUMBER OF THEM WAS MYRIADS OF MYRIADS, AND THOUSANDS 

LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN TO RECEIVE POWER AND RICHES AND 
WISDOM AND MIGHT AND HONOR AND GLORY AND BLESSING.' AND 
EVERY CREATED THING WHICH IS IN HEAVEN AND ON THE EARTH 
AND UNDER THE EARTH AND ON THE SEA, AND ALL THINGS IN 
THEM, I HEARD SAYING, 'TO HIM WHO SITS ON THE THRONE, 

DOMINION FOREVER AND EVER.' AND THE FOUR LIVING 

I LOOKED, AND I HEARD THE VOICE OF MANY ANGELS AROUND 

OF THOUSANDS, SAYING WITH A Loun VOICE, 'WORTHY IS THE 

AND TO THE LAMB, BE BLESSING AND HONOR AND GLORY AND 
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CREATURES KEPT SAYING, ’AMEN.’ AND THE ELDERS FELL DOWN 
AND WORSHIPED” (Rev. 5: 11-14). 

III. 

3. Such was the exaltation of our Lord from the depths of 
His humiliation, such was His victory after the battle, 
such is the example that Paul gives to us that we might 
follow in His footsteps. 

Use: Christian, your Lord tells you this morning that you 
must humble yourself as He did if you are to experience the 
exaltation that awaits you in heaven with Him. ”HAVE THIS 
ATTITUDE IN YOURSELVES WHICH WAS ALSO IN CHRIST JESUS” (v. 5). 

A. The Command Is to Think this Way, or to Have this Attitude 
within Yourselves Which Christ Exhibited. 
1.  All of your actions spring from what is in your heart 

and mind. ”WATCH OVER YOUR HEART WITH ALL DILIGENCE, 
FOR FROM IT FLOW THE SPRINGS OF LIFE” (Prov. 4:23). 

2. Here you are exhorted to have the mind of Christ. You 
must think the way that He thought, for this will issue 
in doing the things that He did. 

B. This Means that You as Well, no Matter What Your Rank, 
Title, Age, Nationality, Gifts or Talents, Must Count 
Yourself as Inferior to Your Brethren and Humble Yourself 
to Lift Them Up. 
1.  

2. 

ILL: 3. 

ILL: 4. 

ILL: 5. 

6 .  

To exalt y&self is pride. 
spiritual pride is one of the most dangerous sins. 
When you think that you have reached the point that you 
know it all, that you are right and everyone else is 
wrong, when you are incorrectable and unwilling to learn 
anything more from your teachers, when you continually 
press forth your own views and ways of doing things, 
rather than listening to what the Lord is saying to you 
in His Word, you have fallen into this sin. 
Jeroboam fell into this sin by making two calves for 
Israel to worship and sought to seize the prophet who 
reproved him, and as a result, his name became a byword 
among the covenant people. 
Ahab fell into this sin and refused to listen to the 
faithful Micaiah who warned him to stay out of battle 
lest he and all Israel be defeated, and as a result, he 
was killed in battle by the wrath of God. 
Diotrephes exalted himself in the congregation to which 
John the apostle wrote, but though he was great in his 
own eyes, the Lord did not accept him. John writes, ”I 
WROTE SOMETHING TO THE CHURCH; BUT DIOTREPHES, WHO LOVES 
TO BE FIRST AMONG THEM, DOES NOT ACCEPT WHAT WE SAY. 
FOR THIS REASON, IF I COME, I WILL CALL ATTENTION TO HIS 
DEEDS WHICH HE DOES, UNJUSTLY ACCUSING US WITH WICKED 
WORDS” (3 John 9-10). 
And so you must not fail to give heed to yourselves and 
to your hearts that you as well do not fall into this 
very dangerous sin. 

And in the church, 

C. God’s Promise to You Is, If You Humble Yourself, as Christ 
Did, You Shall Be Exalted. 



ILL: 

ILL: 
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1 .  Humiliation comes before exaltation. 
a. 

b. 

C. 
d. 
e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

J-. 

k. 

1. 

m. 

n. 

James wrote, ”HUMBLE YOURSELVES IN THE PRESENCE OF 

And the apostle Peter wrote, ”HUMBLE YOURSELVES, 
THEREFORE, UNDER THE MIGHTY HAND OF GOD, THAT HE MAY 
EXALT YOU AT THE PROPER TIME” ( 1  Peter 5:6). 
Exaltation is not first but humility is. 
The way to the crown is first through the cross. 
The valley of humiliation lies in front of every 
mountain of exaltation. 
And so you must humble yourselves if you are to 
attain to that height which is given you as the 
people of God. 
You must become the servant of all if you are to be 
great in the kingdom of God. 
You are not to seek the greatest titles for 
yourself, or the greatest positions of honor, or the 
greatest positions of authority. 
You wives are not to seek to push your views upon 
your husbands, but submit to them as to the Lord. 
You husbands are not to rule over your wives in a 
callous way, but you are to listen to what they say 
to you and weigh carefully their words. 
You who are workers are not to usurp the authority 
of your employers, but serve them with all humility. 
You employers are not to treat your employees 
harshly, but show them honor as fellow men made in 
the image of God. 
You children are not to seek to dominate your 
friends and show them how much better you are than 
they in everything you do, but you are to exalt them 
when they do something which is better than you can 
do it. Don’ t put them down, build them up. 
And especially, let us all humble ourselves in the 
foolishness of the preaching of the cross and be 
willing to take upon ourselves the jeers and 
ridicule of the world for the honor of being the 
spokesmen and witnesses of Christ. 

THE LORD, AND HE WILL EXALT YOU” (4: 10). 

2. The Lord promises that if you humble yourself, if you 
put aside yourself and your own honor, then you will be 
honored by God. 
a. Moses put aside the wealth and affluence of Egypt, 

”CHOOSING RATHER TO ENDURE ILL-TREATMENT WITH THE 
PEOPLE OF GOD, THAN TO ENJOY THE PASSING PLEASURES 
OF SIN; CONSIDERING THE REPROACH OF CHRIST GREATER 
RICHES THAN THE TREASURES OF EGYPT; FOR HE WAS 
LOOKING TO THE REWARD” (Heb. 11:25-26), and what he 
gained far more than compensated any of his 
humi 1 iat ion. 

target for the hatred and selfishness of King Saul, 
though he had been anointed as king of Israel. He 
would not take his own revenge, but left room for 
the wrath of God, and God highly exalted him to the 
place of preeminence over the kingdom of God’s 

b. David humbled himself by letting himself be the 
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I L L :  
people. 

c. Stephen humbled himself by telling the Pharisees to 
their faces that they were STIFF-NECKED AND 
UNCIRCUMCISED IN HEART AND EARS AND ARE ALWAYS 
RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT” (Acts 7:51), for which he 
did not win a glowing report concerning himself, but 
was stoned to death as a criminal! 

your Lord Jesus Christ did for you, and serve Him 
and His people and kingdom, even if it costs you 
everything that you have? 

d. Will you also humble yourself as these, even as 

D. The Warning Our Lord Gives to You Is, If You Will Not Humble 
Yourself in this way, You Will Be Abased. 
1.  Peter writes, ”YOU YOUNGER MEN, LIKEWISE, BE SUBJECT TO 

YOUR ELDERS; AND ALL OF YOU, CLOTHE YOURSELVES WITH 
HUMILITY TOWARD ONE ANOTHER, FOR GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE 
PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE” ( 1  Peter 5:5). 
a. If you continue in spiritual pride you will find 

that the Lord will become your adversary. He will 
oppose you. 

b. God does not give grace to the proud. The proud are 
an abomination in His sight, ”FOR THE LORD OF HOSTS 
WILL HAVE A DAY OF RECKONING AGAINST EVERYONE WHO IS 
PROUD AND LOFTY, AND AGAINST EVERYONE WHO IS LIFTED 
UP, THAT HE MAY BE ABASED” (Is. 2:12),  for ”EVERYONE 
WHO IS PROUD IN HEART IS AN ABOMINATION TO THE LORD; 
ASSUREDLY, HE WILL NOT BE UNPUNISHED” (Prov. 16: 5). 

2. In closing, remember what Jesus said to the invited 
guests at a banquet given by one of the leaders of the 
Pharisees, when He noticed that they were picking out 
for themselves the places of honor at the table, ”WHEN 
YOU ARE INVITED BY SOMEONE TO A WEDDING FEAST, DO NOT 
TAUE THE PLACE OF HONOR, LEST SOMEONE MORE DISTINGUISHED 
THAN YOU MAY HAVE BEEN INVITED BY HIM, AND HE WHO 
INVITED YOU BOTH SHALL COME AND SAY TO YOU, ’GIVE PLACE 
TO THIS MAN,’ AND THEN IN DISGRACE YOU PROCEED TO OCCUPY 
THE LAST PLACE. BUT WHEN YOU ARE INVITED, GO AND 
RECLINE AT THE LAST PLACE, SO THAT WHEN THE ONE WHO HAS 
INVITED YOU COMES, HE MAY SAY TO YOU, ’FRIEND, MOVE UP 
HIGHER’; THEN YOU WILL HAVE HONOR IN THE SIGHT OF ALL 
WHO ARE AT THE TABLE WITH YOU. FOR EVERYONE WHO EXALTS 
HIMSELF SHALL BE HUMBLED, AND HE WHO HUMBLES HIMSELF 
SHALL BE EXALTED” (LUKE 14:7-11). 
a. The Lord bids you to take the place of the humble, 

to sit in the seat of the lowly, and to bid your 
brothers and sisters to take a higher place of honor 
than you. 

b. Jesus, from the realms of glory humbled Himself to 
dig you out of the pit of sinfulness, a most foul 
and filthy ditch, in order to lift you into the 
heights of heaven. Will you obey His command to 
imitate Him in His humiliation? Jesus told His 
disciples, ”WHOEVER WISHES TO BECOME GREAT AMONG YOU 
SHALL BE YOUR SERVANT; AND WHOEVER WISHES TO BE 
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FIRST AMONG YOU SHALL BE SLAVE OF ALL. FOR EVEN THE 
SON OF MAN DID NOT COME TO BE SERVED, BUT TO SERVE 
AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE A RANSOM FOR MANY” (Mark 
10: 42-45). 

c. He gave us the greatest example Himself in order 
that we might follow Him. ”HUMBLE YOURSELVES, 
THEREFORE, UNDER THE MIGHTY HAND OF GOD, THAT HE MAY 
EXALT YOU AT THE PROPER TIME” ( 1  Peter 5:6). Amen. 


