
“Grow in the Knowledge of Christ” 
(2 Peter 3:17-18) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We live in a world that is full of lies.   
a.  I don’t need to tell you; you know.   
b.  But we all need to be reminded, because of the deception of sin:   

(i)  Sin at work in the world.   
(ii)  Sin at work in our own hearts.   

 
c.  Three examples:  science, the media, and false religion.   

(i)  Science, though not bad in itself, is often used for sinful purposes:   
(a)  To prove evolution.   
(b)  To try and disprove creation.   
(c)  Net result:   

(1)  There is no god.   
(2)  Morality is relative to the situation; no moral absolutes.   
 

(d)  These are lies very often taught in public and private institutions, scientific 
journals and books.   

 
(ii)  It’s also reflected in the media:   

(a)  People generally act like sheep:  they follow each other, they are easily 
manipulated.   

(b)  The media is the number way in which they are manipulated.   
(c)  So many get their morality from sitcoms, movies, soaps, talk shows, self-help 

programs, commercials, books, the newspaper, and magazines.   
(d)  But this morality, for the most part, is evil; it is a lie.   
(e)  We usually don’t consider science and the media in the realm of religion, or 

as teaching religion, but it teaches both a distinct theology and ethics (what I 
am to believe and what I am to do).   

(f)  But what it teaches is contrary to truth and is therefore a lie.   
 

(iii)  And of course there is the more overt offender:  false religion.   
(a)  Every nation, every people, have their religion.   
(b)  Whether it is animistic, polytheistic, or humanistic.   
(c)  Some worship spirits in rocks and trees, some pantheons of gods, some 

specific gods; others deny a god altogether and worship mankind.   
(d)  But these are all lies.   

 
2.  Lies are the enemy’s primary weapons.   

a.  Jesus said to the scribes and Pharisees, “You are of your father the devil, and you 
want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
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does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a 
lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44).   

b.  When Elymas the magician tried to turn the proconsul of Paphos from the Gospel, 
Paul said to him, “You who are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you 
enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of 
the Lord?” (Acts 13:10).   

c.  It is his nature and the nature of his children:  Like father, like son.   
d.  Those who are not God’s children are the children of the devil.   
e.  That is why there is so much false doctrine in the areas of theology and ethics.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This is not a new problem.  Peter warned against it in his day.   
a.  “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false 

teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying 
the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.  Many will 
follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 
and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long 
ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep” (2 Pet. 2:1-3).   
(i)  We have plenty of false prophets in our day:  scientists, media, false religion.   
(ii)  There were plenty in Peter’s day.   
 

b.  Of interest, he particularly warns of those in the church.   
(i)  False teachers among you.   
(ii)  Secretly introducing destructive heresies.   
(iii)  Denying the Savior.   
(iv)  Following their lusts.   
(v)  Maligning the way of truth.   
(vi)  Exploiting God’s people.   
(vii)  We must be aware; we must be watchful.   

 
2.  As an antidote and as protective, he tells us there are two things we should do:  “Grow 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (v. 18).   
a.  We are to grow in knowledge:   

(i)  Knowledge of Christ and His Word is where it begins.   
(ii)  Faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the Word of God (Rom. 10:17).   
(iii)  It is a means to an end, the end of becoming more like Christ.   
(iv)  It tells us what we are to believe, and what we are to do.   

 
b.  And we are to grow in grace:   

(i)  Knowledge without obedience, without growth, is worthless.   
(ii)  To know more and not do it is to open ourselves to greater condemnation, not 

blessing.   
(iii)  But if we use it to grow into the image of Christ, it will do us a great deal of 

good.   
(iv)  We must be doers and not hearers only.   
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3.  This morning, we will consider the exhortation to grow in the knowledge of Christ:   
a.  Since this is what the whole Bible is about, this is what we must study.   

(i)  We must study to know who Christ is (doctrine).   
(ii)  We must study to know what He is like (ethics).   
 

b.  This evening, we will consider the exhortation to grow in grace.   
  

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, if we are to grow in the knowledge of Christ to protect ourselves from false doctrine, 

we must study to know who He is (doctrine).   
1.  There are those doctrines/teachings that relate to Him directly.   

a.  That He is:  God exists.   
b.  That He is the eternal Son of God:  the second Person of the Triune God.   
c.  That He was incarnate, born of the Virgin, making Him fully God and fully man.   
d.  That He lived perfectly, died to atone for sinners, rose again from the dead, ascended 

into heaven, was crowned King over all kings.   
e.  I think you get the idea.   

 
2.  There are those doctrines that relate to Him more indirectly.   

a.  Every doctrine is related to Him in some way:   
(i)  Of Scripture:  reveals the way of salvation through Christ.   
(ii)  Of God’s decree:  His plan to glorify Himself through the redemption of Christ.   
(iii)  Of Creation:  the world was made as an arena for redemption.   
(iv)  Of Providence:  moving everything along to its conclusion in Christ.   
(v)  The Fall:  ordained so as to reveal Christ.   
(vi)  Covenant:  the way God relates to man and man comes into relationship with 

God through Christ.   
(vii)  Election:  God’s determination to save some through Christ, to give to Him as a 

reward.   
(viii)  Reprobation:  God’s determination to pass over some and let them be judged 

righteously by Christ.   
(ix)  Justification by grace through faith:  salvation only by Christ, so God gets all 

the glory.   
(x)  Sanctification:  those whom He saves are made like Him.   
(xi)  Perseverance:  those whom He saves are preserved that they might be His 

forever.   
(xii)  Final glorification:  those whom He saves will be transformed into His likeness 

and be with Him forever, as His bride.   
(xiii)  Everything is related to Christ, because it is through Christ that God has 

determined to glorify Himself.   
 
b.  These are the things we must know if we are to know Christ.   
c.  The more accurately we know them, the more accurately we will know Him.   
d.  The more accurately we know Him, the less likely we will be led astray into false 

doctrine.   
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B.  Second, if we are to grow in the knowledge of Christ to protect ourselves from false ethics 
that can lead us astray, we must study to know what He is like (ethics).   
1.  To begin with, His life was a life of love to His Father and to His own.   

a.  Jesus loved His Father:   
(i)  It was predicted the Messiah (or servant of the Lord) would delight in God’s will:  

“Sacrifice and meal offering You have not desired; My ears You have opened; 
burnt offering and sin offering You have not required.  Then I said, ‘Behold, I 
come; in the scroll of the book it is written of me.  I delight to do Your will, O my 
God; Your Law is within my heart’” (Ps. 40:6-8).  NB:  God’s Law in His heart – 
He loved His Father’s will.   

(ii)  Isaiah wrote, “The Lord God has given Me the tongue of disciples, that I may 
know how to sustain the weary one with a word.  He awakens Me morning by 
morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.  The Lord God has opened 
My ear; and I was not disobedient nor did I turn back.  I gave My back to those 
who strike Me, and My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover 
My face from humiliation and spitting.  For the Lord God helps Me, therefore, I 
am not disgraced; therefore, I have set My face like flint, and I know that I will 
not be ashamed” (Isaiah 50:4-7).   

(iii)  When He came, this is what He did:   
(a)  When He came to John to be baptized, John tried to prevent Him, but He said, 

“Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness” (Matt. 3:15).   

(b)  When it came time to lay down His life, He struggled, not wanting to suffer if 
it wasn’t necessary.  When He saw it was, He said, “My Father, if this cannot 
pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done” (Matt. 26:39-42).   

 
(iv)  Obedience was so essential to our Lord, He called it His necessary food.   

(a)  After Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman, His disciples tried to get Him to 
eat something.  But He said, “‘I have food to eat that you do not know about.’  
So the disciples were saying to one another, ‘No one brought Him anything to 
eat, did he?’  Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of Him who sent 
Me and to accomplish His work’” (John 4:31-34).   

(b)  In the way our bodies crave food, Jesus’ soul craved obedience.   
(c)  Obedience – giving glory to God – was His food, because it was the 

outworking of His love:  “But so that the world may know that I love the 
Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me” (John 14:31).   

 
b.  He also loved His own:   

(i)  He was their Shepherd:  He taught them, guided them, protected them, provided 
for them.   

(ii)  And He was their friend:   
(a)  He loved them so much, He was willing to die for them.   
(b)  “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved 

you.  Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:12-13).   
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c.  Unless we understand the heart of Jesus, we won’t understand Him.   
(i)  His was a life of devotion to His Father.   
(ii)  And a life of self-sacrifice to minister to His people.   
(iii)  Isn’t this what the commandments are all about:  To love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love your neighbor as 
yourself? (Mark 12:30-31).   

(iii)  If we are to grow in our knowledge of Him, we must know this.   
(iv)  And we must know that standard He lived by, that standard of devotion and 

self-sacrifice:  the Ten Commandments.   
(a)  We must read and study them, meditate on them, try to understand them.   
(b)  Read the explanations and applications in Scripture.   
(c)  Observe the life of Christ; see how He kept the Law.   
(d)  Read and study the lives of those who followed Him, and follow them as they 

followed Christ (1 Cor. 11:1).   
(d)  Read the Larger and Shorter Catechism expositions.   
(e)  Meditate on it; begin to apply it.   

 
2.  He also embraced the promises and threatenings of God (further motivation).   

a.  Christ looked to the promised rewards:   
(i)  Isaiah writes, “But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He 

would render Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will 
prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand.  As 
a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His 
knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear 
their iniquities.  Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, and He will 
divide the booty with the strong; because He poured out Himself to death, and 
was numbered with the transgressors; yet He Himself bore the sin of many, and 
interceded for the transgressors” (Isa. 53:10-12).   

(ii)  The author to the Hebrews tells us that we should fix “our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” 
(Heb. 12:2).   

 
b.  And He delighted in the fear of the Lord.   

(i)  “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will 
bear fruit.  The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord.  And He will delight in the fear of the Lord” (Isa. 11:1-3).   

(ii)  If we are to grow in our knowledge of Christ, we must know what He was like.   
(iii)  The more we understand the heart and mind of Christ, the less likely we will be 

led astray into dangerous and false ethics.   
(iv)  This evening, we’ll continue to consider this subject, as we consider that 

knowing these things, we must grow in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, or in 
other words, into this image, if we are to be safe from false teachers and teaching.   

(v)  Knowledge isn’t enough.  We must become like Christ if we are to be safe.  
Amen.   


