
“Grow in the Grace of Christ” 
(2 Peter 3:17-18) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered that to have strong protection against false teachers 
and teaching, we must grow in the knowledge of Christ.   
a.  We need to know who He is (doctrine).   
b.  We need to know what He is like (ethics).   

 
2.  The more accurate and full our understanding is, the less likely we will be led 

astray.   
a.  By the false doctrine taught within and without the church.   
b.  And by the false system of ethics the modern church and our society, almost as a 

whole, embraces.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  But there is more:  we are also to grow in the grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.   
a.  This has to do not only with knowing, but in becoming more like Him.   
b.  Knowing is the means by which we become like Him.   

(i)  It gives content to our faith.   
(ii)  It is the only way to come into a vital and living relationship with God 

through Christ:  “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” 
(Rom. 10:17).   

(iii)  But knowing is not enough.   
(iv)  This is a very common mistake.   
(v)  Ralph Venning writes, “We should all take heed and beware that we do not 

place our growth and advance in knowledge only (head and book learning), or 
only in gifts and parts; nor should we place it only in common graces, no, nor 
in going from one opinion to another, or one form of church government to 
another, or from one profession to another.  This I fear has been a great 
mistake, as if it were a going on to, when it is a going from, perfection, for to 
be tossed to and fro with every wind of doctrine is but babyish (Eph. 4:13-16).  
Alas!  What is it to be Episcopal, Presbyterian, or congregational?  Our 
religion does not rest, much less our perfection, in these or any other opinions 
and forms of church government.  I do not doubt that there are saints in all 
these churches, but I believe and affirm that none of these opinions make them 
saints; a man may be in any of these and yet be but a babe, yes and not be a 
babe at all.  This is like them that go up and down the streets of London, 
crying, ‘Old satin and ends of gold and silver,’ by which they never grow rich, 
nor get any considerable estate” (Day by Day, 334).   
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c.  Knowledge is not enough, we must experience Christ-likeness.   
(i)  We must not only know about the love of Christ, we must experience that 

love.   
(ii)  We must not only know about God’s moral requirements, we must live them.   
(iii)  We must not only know what the promises of God are, we must also 

embrace them.   
(iv)  We must not only know about the fear of the Lord, we must actually fear 

Him.   
(v)  This is how we will grow more into the image of Christ.   

 
2.  Not strangely, as we experience these things and grow in the grace of our Lord 

Jesus, we will also grow in our knowledge.   
a.  We really know something when we know how to apply it.   
b.  The more we know how truth applies, the more comprehensively we will know 

it.   
c.  And so as we apply these truths to our lives, as we live Christ and grow in grace, 

we will know more about Him and His character.   
d.  More importantly, the more we live these truths, the more we will know Him; 

and the more intimate our relationship is with Him, the safer we will be.   
 

3.  This evening, let’s consider Peter’s admonition to grow in the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
a.  First, to grow in the grace of Christ, into His image, we need to grow in love, 

which is evidenced by our walking in obedience to God’s commandments.   
b.  Second, we need to embrace God’s promises more strongly.   
c.  And last, we need to walk more in the fear of the Lord.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, to grow in the grace of Christ, into His image, we need to grow in love.   
1.  We need to grow in our love toward God.   

a.  We need more of His love in our hearts.   
(i)  By considering His love towards us.   

(a)  One way to incite love is to consider His love for us.   
(b)  His choice of us in eternity, though sinners guilty of infinite sin.   
(c)  His sending His Son into the world to redeem us.   
(d)  His willingness to allow His Son to go through terrible sufferings, and 

pouring His wrath out on Him, to save us.   
(e)  This love should inspire love in us.   
 

(ii)  By considering who He is.   
(a)  In Himself, He is infinitely lovely.   
(b)  He is infinitely perfect.   
(c)  He is infinitely holy.   
(d)  And He is infinite love.   
(e)  By meditating on Him, we should love Him more.   
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(iii)  By having more of His Spirit.   
(a)  The man Christ Jesus was anointed with the Spirit above measure (John 

3:34).   
(b)  This is what gave Him the great love He experienced as a man.   
(c)  The Spirit produces the same in us (Gal. 5:22).   
(d)  We need more of His work and presence in us.   
(e)  We need to use the God-ordained means to acquire His help.   
(f)  And we need to cut off our sin that grieves Him and quenches His work in 

us.   
 
b.  As we have more of His love, we will express that love more in our actions.   

(i)  The more we love Him, the more carefully we will obey Him.   
(a)  The more we’ll examine our lives by the commandments.   
(b)  The more we’ll grieve when we fail to keep them.  
(c)  The more we’ll strive for perfection.   

 
(ii)  The more we love Him, the more zealously we will obey Him.   

(a)  Affection is what makes the world move.   
(b)  Remove all affections, Edwards said, and the world will virtually become 

still.   
(c)  The more we love Him, the more our hearts will move us to obey Him.   
(d)  The more our lives will reflect the holy requirements of His Law.   
(e)  When we love God, His Law is not only not a burden, it is a delight 

(Psalm 40:8).   
(f)  The more we love God, the more we will push forward in obedience.   
(g)  Like anything else we truly want, if we want it bad enough, we will work 

diligently until we have it.   
 
2.  We also need to grow in our love toward man.   

a.  Man is the image of God.   
(i)  We need to grow in our love towards all men.   
(ii)  But we especially need to do so towards believers.   
 

b.  We can’t grow in our love for God without growing in love with all the saints.   
(i)  Every saint bears the image of Christ.   
(ii)  Yes, we are imperfect.  But love is not based on perfection:   

(a)  If it was, we wouldn’t love anyone but God.   
(b)  We don’t despise those we love for their faults.   
(c)  We grieve for them, but love them for what we see of Christ in them.   
 

(iii)  The second commandment is like the first:  you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself (Matt. 22:39).   

(iv)  It is like the first, because it is loving the image of God in man.   
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c.  As we grow more in our love and obedience towards God, we will grow in our 
love and service towards others.   
(i)  We will not only love them, but lay down our lives for them, as Christ did for 

us  (John 15:12).   
(a)  Sadly, our experience is often just the opposite.   
(b)  Far from having a self-sacrificing love, we tend to cut one another off 

more quickly than those in the world.   
(c)  But that is not what Christ did.   
(d)  Paul persecuted Him, Peter denied Him, Thomas doubted Him, the 

Twelve abandoned Him, but He forgave them.   
(e)  He even prayed for the forgiveness of those who crucified Him (Luke 

23:34).   
 

(ii)  We need to grow in our love for one another.   
(i)  We need to be slow to take offense.   
(ii)  We need to be quick to confess our offenses to one another, when we 

offend, and we all do offensive things.     
(iii)  We need to be quick to forgive one another when asked, and always 

ready to forgive and be reconciled when not asked.   
(iv)  Just as family members are committed to one another in love, we need to 

be committed to one another as members of the body of Christ.   
(v)  We need to love, cherish, protect, encourage and serve one another.   

 
B.  Second, to grow in grace we need to embrace God’s promises more strongly.   

1.  We mustn’t forget that God holds out a reward.   
a.  God’s love for us should motivate us to serve Him and move forward.   
b.  Our love for God should motivate us to serve Him and move forward.   
c.  But God’s promises of reward, should as well.   

(i)  When the rewards for a job are small, our efforts are usually equally small, 
unless there is some other motivation, such as love, which is its own reward.   

(ii)  But when the rewards are large, and we perceive them as large and desirable, 
our efforts are large.   

 
2.  What are the promises God holds forth?   

a.  Eternal life:  to live forever in heaven in the presence of God and the Lamb.   
b.  Eternal happiness and joy:  being filled to overflowing with His gracious love.   
c.  Eternal perfection:  no longer having to struggle with sin/evil inclinations.   
d.  Eternal forgiveness:  no threat of hell.   
e.  Eternal provision and protection:  all our needs, including safety perfectly 

provided for.   
f.  Rewards:   for what we do in this life – the greater sacrifices bring greater 

capacity to enjoy heaven.   
g.  Provision, protection, blessing in this life:  if we seek first His kingdom and 

righteousness, He will provide all we need (Matt. 6:33).   
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3.  These promises should motivate us and encourage us to move forward, if we 
embrace them, believe they’re true, trust the One who gave them.   
a.  To know I really can obey Him openly and He will protect me (Green, 

McIlhenny).   
b.  It doesn’t mean things will be easy, but we can know it will be worth it.   
c.  Even if He should will that we go to prison, or are persecuted or die, the rewards 

will far outweigh the costs.   
a.  We must love Him to be willing to pay this price.   
b.  That He will reward us for it is still another incentive.   

 
C.  Lastly, we need to walk more in the fear of the Lord.   

1.  To grow in grace, we must take God’s warnings seriously.   
a.  They are meant to be preventatives, preservatives, to keep us on the right path.   

(i)  They are very real and just as well meant as the promises.   
(ii)  If we turn back from following the Lord, we will perish (Heb. 10:26-31).   
(iii)  If we deny Him, He will deny us (2 Tim. 2:12).   
(iv)  If we tell others about Christ, but don’t cling to Him ourselves, we will be 

disqualified (1 Cor. 9:27).   
(v)  If we hold onto our lives here, we will lose them (Matt. 16:25).   
 

b.  Though God is an infinitely loving heavenly Father, He is an adversary to those 
who turn against Him.   
(i)  We need to remember that He is holy, and apart from Him we are unholy.   
(ii)  This isn’t meant to scare us away from Him, but to scare us toward Him.   
(iii)  In Him there is safety:  the only thing we should fear is falling away from 

Him.   
 

2.  Thankfully, by God’s grace, we never will.   
a.  He has promised to preserve us.   
b.  But He uses means:  One of which is by putting the fear of Him in our hearts.   
 

3.  To grow in grace is to grow into the image of Christ, the One we come to know in 
Scripture.   
a.  He loved His Father and His people.   
b.  He showed that love through His obedience to the commandments (John 14:31).   
c.  He embraced the promises of God.   
d.  He lived in the fear of the Lord.   
e.  As we do the same, from our hearts, we will grow into His image.   
f.  Let’s continue towards Christ-likeness, forgetting what lies behind, let’s press 

forward (Phil. 3:12).   
g.  Let’s not just know who Christ is; let’s not just be Christians (little Christs) in 

name only; let’s strive to be like Christ personally.   
h.  This is what Peter admonishes us to become.   
i.  This is only place of true safety from false doctrine and ethics.  Amen.   


