
“Gracious Love Comes from God” 

(1 Corinthians 2:14-15)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we were reminded that the assurance that we are true believers is a 

not only a reality for the genuinely converted, we are actually commanded to 

pursue this assurance until we know it is ours.   

a.  Paul writes, "Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine 

yourselves!" (2 Cor. 13:5).   

b.  And Peter writes, "Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make 

certain about His calling and choosing you" (2 Pet. 1:10).   

c.  The Bible bears out that many of the saints typically had the assurance that 

they were the Lord’s.   

d.  The point is it can and should be yours as well.   

 

2.  This becomes all the more important when you consider that assurance can be 

counterfeited.   

a.  If Satan not only counterfeits assurance, but does so for the purpose of 

destroying as many as he can, and if he is able to rob even true saints of 

assurance in the hopes of spiritually crippling them, then it becomes all the 

more important for you to test your experience to know you have genuine 

faith, so that you might know that you truly belong to Him.   

b.  That’s the main reason we're spending so much time on this subject.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we move into the third and final section of Edward’s classic work 

on assurance, The Religious Affections.   

a.  Edwards began by showing us that the essence of genuine Christianity is 

found in holy affections.   

b.  He went on to show us the several ways we can be deceived by counterfeits:  

experiences that are very similar to those of the redeemed, but which fall 

short of saving grace.   

c.  Now, he goes on to tell us how we might know for certain whether or not we 

have a true saving work of God in our hearts.   

 

2.  We'll look at two things:   

a.  First, at the limitations of these principles, or what these marks can’t tell you.   

b.  And second, a reminder of what is central to the marks of grace.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is it that these marks can't tell you?   

1.  The first is that these marks will not enable you to tell whether or not someone 

besides yourself is saved or not.   
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a.  They will certainly be a great help in discovering your own condition.   

b.  They will also be a tremendous help to you in counseling others regarding the 

condition of their souls.   

c.  But they will not allow you to know whether someone else is saved.   

(i)  The Lord has made it so that you can’t know for certain the spiritual 

condition of one another.   

(ii)  This is something the Lord has reserved for Himself.   

(iii)  This doesn’t mean, of course, that you are not to treat others as believers 

– you are to give the judgment of charity to everyone who has a credible 

profession of faith – it simply means that only God can see the heart.   

 

2.  Second, these marks won’t help you to know for certain your own spiritual 

condition when you fall into a dull or fleshly state.   

a.  The Lord doesn’t want you to have a full assurance of salvation when you 

fall into sin.   

(i)  You must first come out of that temptation or sin before you can know 

anything with certainty.   

(ii)  In this case, the problem isn’t with the signs or marks:  the problem is 

with you.    

(iii)  If your grace becomes so small that you either can’t see it or you can’t 

see it very clearly, you will not have a very strong assurance.   

(iv)  It’s like trying to see the stars in the sky at dusk – they’re not bright 

enough to see.   

(v)  You will have some measure of assurance – to keep you from despair – 

but you will not have a full assurance – which is what you should want.   

 

b.  Another problem is that when your grace is weak, your corruption is strong, 

and it hides your grace even further.  It’s like trying to look at the stars at 

dusk through the clouds.   

c.  And, of course, when grace is low it also weakens your ability to see grace.   

(i)  It's like looking at the stars at dusk, through the clouds, with an eye 

infection.  The likelihood that you’re going to see any stars is very small.   

(ii)  The same is true with regard to grace.   

 

d.  Now when you’re in this condition, you can spend time considering the 

things you’ve experienced in the past to try and strengthen your assurance; 

but as long as you don’t see these things now, you will still have doubt, until 

you experience them again.   

e.  The only way you will is by repenting of those sins, fighting against those 

sins, and stirring up the grace that is in you.   

f.  Once that grace is stirred up, it will produce something that will be very 

helpful to your assurance:  good works:   

(i)  Remembering is good, but godly action is better.   

(ii)  The Apostle Paul obtained assurance in this way:  forgetting what was 

behind, and reaching forward to what lies ahead, he pressed on for the 

prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus that he might attain to the 
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resurrection from the dead (Phil. 3:13-14).  He didn’t just examine his 

heart, he stirred up that grace and pressed forward (1 Cor. 9:26).   

(ii)  When Peter said to make your calling and election sure, he also told you 

what you had to do to obtain this:  “Now for this very reason also, 

applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your 

moral excellence, knowledge, and in your knowledge, self-control, and in 

your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, and 

in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love.  

For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither 

useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For 

he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his 

purification from his former sins.  Therefore, brethren, be all the more 

diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as 

you practice these things, you will never stumble; for in this way the 

entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will 

be abundantly supplied to you” (2 Pet. 1:5-11).   

 

g.  This is to say that even if you are a true saint and are given the rules to judge 

your experience, you still may not be able to see your grace and know you 

are His until you turn from your sins, stir up God’s grace within you, and 

begin pressing forward.  

h.  Remember, Stoddard said that you must be able to see saving grace at work 

in your heart before you can know you are saved.   

 

3.  Finally, as you consider ministering to others, you need to realize there are those 

who are so cemented in a false assurance that there is nothing you will be able to 

do to shake their confidence.   

a.  The Lord does give some over to blinding influences, like He did many of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees.   

b.  These marks might be used to prevent this from happening, but they won't be 

able to cure it once it has.   

 

B.  Second, we know by now that true Christianity is a matter of the heart, but what 

exactly are we to be looking for in our hearts?  Edwards begins by dealing with an 

area we looked at in another of his writings.  So this may serve to help us review.  

He tells us that gracious affections come from the divine work of the Spirit in the 

heart.   

1.  Saints are called spiritual persons.   

a.  This distinguishes them from natural men as our text reminded us.   

(i)  Natural man does not have the Spirit, as Jude tells us, “These are the ones 

who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit” (v. 19).   

(ii)  Christians are called spiritual because they are born of the Spirit and 

have his holy influences in them.   

(a)  Things are called spiritual as they relate to the Holy Spirit.   
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(b)  Spiritual wisdom and understanding is that gracious wisdom and 

understanding of the Spirit that is opposed to the natural wisdom and 

understanding of the world.   

(c)  To be spiritually minded means to have the influences of the Spirit in 

your heart.   

(d)  Not all of the Spirit’s influences are spiritual; only those that are 

saving.   

(1)  Natural man has nothing of the saving work of the Spirit.   

(2)  But he does have something of the Spirit’s common work.   

 

b.  When the Spirit is given to true saints, He indwells them from that time on, 

uniting Himself to the faculties of their souls, becoming a new principle of 

nature in them, the source of all their holy actions.  He works His nature in 

them, making them holy.   

(i)  Paul writes, “Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the 

Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16).   

(ii)  “Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For we are the 

temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them and walk 

among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people’” (2 

Cor. 6:16).   

(iii)  Jesus said, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 

that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the 

world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you 

know Him because He abides with you and will be in you” (John 14:16).   

(iv)  “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost 

being will flow rivers of living water.’  But this He spoke of the Spirit, 

whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not 

yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7:38-39).   

(v)  The Spirit may influence the ungodly, but He doesn’t indwell them and 

transform them into His image.   

(a)  When the Spirit moved on the face of the waters at the beginning, He 

affected the waters, but He didn’t communicate His nature to the 

waters.   

(b)  So, He may influence natural men in many ways, but He doesn’t 

change their nature.   

 

(vi)  Only the saints have this work of the Spirit in their souls.   

(a)  It’s not a matter of degrees, but of kind.   

(b)  Jude told us the ungodly have nothing of the Spirit (v. 19).  Jesus tells 

us that which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit (John 3:6).   

 

2.  Here’s the point:  when the Spirit unites Himself to your soul, He produces 

something new there – a new perception, a new sensation in your mind/heart – 

that is different from anything you had before.   
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a.  It’s not something that was there that He strengthens; it’s something new in 

nature.   

(i)  You see something new; you think something new; you have a new 

spiritual sense.   

(ii)  It’s as different as taste is from touch, or from any of the other senses.   

(iii)  It’s as different as tasting honey is from looking at it or only feeling it.   

(iv)  That’s why the new birth is often referred to in Scripture as the giving of 

a new sense – the opening of the eyes, or the opening of the ears.   

 

b.  It’s not a new faculty, but rather a new way of using those you have.   

(i)  It’s not a new ability to understand, but a new way of using that ability.   

(ii)  You are not given a new heart or will, but a new way of using your will.   

 

c.  The Spirit may work on the natural faculties of a natural man, but He doesn’t 

give him a new spiritual principle.   

(i)  When He gave Balaam visions, He used the ability Balaam already had to 

see.  He didn’t give him a new way of seeing these things.   

(ii)  When He awakens and convicts a sinner without converting him, He uses 

the conscience he already has to convict him.  He makes it even more 

effective.  But He doesn’t give him a new conscience.   

 

d.  But when He works on the hearts of the saints, He infuses new spiritual 

principles which are much more noble and excellent than what you had 

before.   

(i)  All spiritual and gracious affections come from this new principle which 

is different from anything that is in the mind of a natural man.   

(ii)  He can know nothing about it anymore than a man without taste can 

understand the taste of honey, or a man without hearing can understand 

music or a melody, or a man without sight can understand color or the 

beauty of a rainbow.   

(iii)  This is what you need to be able to discern that He has done for you 

before you can know that you are His.   

(iv)  We’ll be exploring this more fully in the next few weeks, but for now 

let’s pray and ask the Lord to begin to show us what is in our hearts.  

Amen.   


