
“Godly Satisfaction” 
(Psalm 17) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  What does it take to satisfy you? What is your greatest desire?   
a.  Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21).   
b.  We are only satisfied when that treasure is obtained.   
c.  What is your treasure?   

(i)  We need to look at our lives and see what we seek after the most.   
(ii)  For some more money, recognition, authority.   
(iii)  For others good looks, popularity, strength, artistic ability.   
(iv)  For others a good marriage, children, a beautiful home.   
(v)  Our treasure changes as we grow older.   
(vi)  But if your treasure is one of these or things like them, something’s wrong.   

 
2.  Our treasure should be the Lord:  our satisfaction should only be found in Him.   

a.  This is what the Spirit works in our hearts:  love for God.   
(i)  Personally:  to become like Him, to grow in holiness.   
(ii)  But ultimately:  for communion with Him.   
(iii)  Augustine, in his Confessions, wrote, “Our hearts are restless until they find 

their rest in Thee, O God.”   
(iv)  These are the words of a true believer.   
(v)  The Spirit creates the longing.   
(vi)  And only communion with God can satisfy the craving.   

 
b.  That is why for the Christian, communion with God is enough.   

(i)  We don’t need anything more.   
(ii)  Paul wrote, “I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  I 

know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in 
prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being 
filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.  I can 
do all things through Him who strengthens me” (Phil. 4:11-13).   

(iii)  How was he able to be content?  He had Christ; that was enough.   
(iv)  Is He enough for you?   
(v)  That’s what we should be asking ourselves this morning.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This psalm is again a prayer for help.   
a.  Many of them are.   
b.  As we’ve seen, each differs in its approach to God.   

(i)  Sometimes the psalmist focuses on God’s attributes.   
(ii)  Sometimes on his own character to show his interest in the Lord.   
(iii)  This psalm does the latter.   
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2.  As the psalmist presents his argument as to why God should help him, he contrasts 

himself with his enemies, and the desire of a converted heart again emerges.   
a.  It emerges in his overall life.   
b.  But especially in his desire:  what really satisfies him.   

 
3.  This morning, I want us to see again that for the believer, the only thing that truly 

satisfies is God.  I want us to see two things:   
a.  First, the character of the unbeliever, and what it is that satisfies him.   
b.  And second, the character of the believer, and what it is that satisfies him.   
c.  As we look at these things, let’s remind ourselves that these are so many 

evidences that show the true character of a person.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, let’s consider the character and desire of the unregenerate.   

1.  Again, this is a prayer for help.   
a.  “Hear a just cause, O Lord, give heed to my cry; give ear to my prayer, which is 

not from deceitful lips.  Let my judgment come forth from Your presence; Let 
Your eyes look with equity” (vv. 1-2).   

b.  He asks God to hear, to see, to judge.   
c.  He asks because he believes his cause is just.   
d.  He is not deceiving himself or trying to deceive God.   
e.  He’s not afraid to bring the matter up to God, because he has behaved uprightly.   
f.  How many of us aren’t afraid to have God examine our disputes?   
g.  Sometimes, we’re far too forward, not considering ourselves or our own fault, 

before we call upon God to judge.   
(i)  No one is entirely without blame.   
(ii)  We must be ready to confess our sins to God and to those we’ve offended 

before we can ask God to intervene against those who have wronged us.   
 

2.  As he argues, he argues both his innocence and his enemies’ faults.  Let’s begin 
with his enemies’ faults:   
a.  They surround him to take something from him:  “Keep me . . . from the wicked 

who despoil me, my deadly enemies who surround me” (v. 9).   
b.  Their conscience is seared – they have hearts of stone:  “They have closed their 

unfeeling heart” (v. 10).   
c.  They boast/are proud:  “With their mouth they speak proudly” (v. 10).   
d.  They desire to destroy the innocent:  “They have now surrounded us in our steps; 

they set their eyes to cast us down to the ground” (v. 11).   
e.  They share the violent tendencies of the lion:  “He is like a lion that is eager to 

tear, and as a young lion lurking in hiding places” (v. 12).   
f.  Notice, these are opposites of godliness:   

(i)  We are to give, not take.   
(ii)  We are to have hearts of compassion, not hard hearts.   
(iii)  We are to be meek and to walk humbly, not proudly exalt ourselves.   
(iv)  We are to preserve life, not take it.   
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(v)  We are to be like lambs, not destructive like lions.   
 

3.  This is more clearly put in what satisfies them:   
a.  It is the world, which is why they’re called men of the world:  “Keep me . . . 

from men of the world” (v.14).   
b.  They desire the things of this life or world:  “Whose portion is in this life” (v. 

14).   
c.  God gives them the things they think are important, but in doing so, gives them 

something He know will ensnare them:  “And whose belly You fill with Your 
treasure” (v. 14).   

d.  He gives them many children – which are a great blessing, if born into a godly 
household – to whom they leave their wealth:  “They are satisfied with children, 
and leave their abundance to their babes” (v. 14).   

e.  But again, these are the opposite of the desires of the godly:   
(i)  We are to love the world to come, not this world.   
(ii)  We are to store up our treasures in heaven, not on the earth.   
(iii)  We are to desire the things of the Spirit – with righteousness, peace and joy 

– not the things of the world.   
(iv)  And we are to desire to have children, even many if the Lord wills, and 

leave them an inheritance, but it is mainly to be a godly inheritance of truth 
and love, not the worthless things of the world.   

 
f.  This is the character of the ungodly.  We need to make sure we don’t share in 

their traits.   
 
B.  Second, let’s consider the character of the believer.   

1.  He also argues his innocence in the matter and his own character.   
a.  He had done nothing wrong:  “You have tried my heart; You have visited me by 

night; You have tested me and You find nothing” (v. 3).   
(i)  Doesn’t mean absolutely.   
(ii)  He still had the imperfections of sin.   
(iii)  But not guilty so as to bring this judgment from God.   

 
b.  He did not sin with his words:  “I have purposed that my mouth will not 

transgress” (v. 3).   
c.  He had kept God’s commandments, not perfectly, but to the point where it was 

clear his heart was the Lord’s:   
(i)  “As for the deeds of men, by the word of Your lips I have kept from the paths 

of the violent.  My steps have held fast to Your paths.  My feet have not 
slipped” (vv. 4-5).   

(ii)  The fruit we bear is the clearest indicator of our nature.   
 

d.  He trusted the Lord’s vindication:  “I have called upon You, for You will answer 
me, O God; incline Your ear to me, hear my speech” (v. 6).   
(i)  The Lord saves those who take refuge in Him, who trust Him (v. 7).   
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(ii)  When we are under attack, He doesn’t want us to face the enemy in our own 
might, but to run to Him for shelter and vindication.  We are to trust Him for 
our deliverance.   

 
e.  It’s on the basis of his innocence and God’s faithfulness these that he asks for 

help:   
(i)  Wondrously show Your lovingkindness, O Savior of those who take refuge at 

Your right hand from those who rise up against them.  Keep me as the apple 
of the eye; hide me in the shadow of Your wings” (vv. 7-8).   

(ii)  He asks for God’s mercy and love, and for refuge and protection.   
(iii)  He asks the Lord to rise up and defend him, to use His weapons against 

them, the hand of His power:  “Arise, O Lord, confront him, bring him low; 
deliver my soul from the wicked with Your sword, from men with Your hand, 
O Lord” (vv. 13-14).   

(iv)  And he received these things, because his heart was right before God.   
 

2.  But the last thing he pleads is his satisfaction in God.   
a.  “As for me, I shall behold Your face in righteousness; I will be satisfied with 

Your likeness when I awake” (v. 15).   
(i)  Those of the world take satisfaction in the things of the world.   
(ii)  But those of God, in God.   
 

b.  His desire would be fulfilled when he saw God.   
(i)  Either the face of His blessing in this life.   
(ii)  Or the beatific vision in the face of His Son in heaven.   

 
c.  The next clause may be a restatement of the same thing, or it may go further.   

(i)  “I will be satisfied with Your likeness when I awake” (v. 15).   
(ii)  Either the help of His countenance.   
(iii)  Or His holy image formed in him on earth.   
(iv)  Or the perfected image of Christ to which he will be conformed in heaven.   
(v)  This is what satisfies the godly.   
 

3.  Application:  So what satisfies you?   
a.  The things of the world:  you seek them, can’t let them go, don’t want to give 

them up?   
b.  Or the things of God:  to walk with Him, be like Him, see Him, to one day be 

conformed to His image?   
c.  What satisfies us makes a very big difference.   
d.  Don’t be satisfied with anything less than a passionate desire for Christ.   
e.  Seek for this attitude, by God’s grace:  “Whom have I in heaven but You?  And 

besides You, I desire nothing on earth.  My flesh and my heart may fail, but God 
is the strength of my heart and my portion forever” (Ps. 73:25-26).  Amen.   


