
 

“God Works Everything Together for Good” 
Romans 8:28 

 
 
 

Introduction:  While we are in this world we will experience trials, temptations, disappointments 
and discouragements.  Everyone of you here this morning are undoubtedly wrestling with 
something which you would rather not be.  Perhaps your health is failing, or you have suffered a 
recent injury.  Perhaps you have suffered the loss of someone who is near to you, as the 
DenDulk family suffered the loss of their 2 year old son.  Maybe you have been let down by 
close friends, or they have turned against you and maligned you.  Or maybe circumstances have 
separated you from close friends, and you feel the emptiness and loss of severed relationships.  
And maybe you don’t consider these things to be fair, you don’t understand why the Lord would 
allow this to happen to you.  Because things like this are happening all the time, it is good for us 
to understand from the Bible why they happen and what kind of comfort we can have in them.  
This is what our passage tells us this morning.   
 In Romans 8, Paul gives to us encouragement in our struggle against sin.  After having 
described the kind of warfare we are faced with in chapter 7, he goes on in chapter 8 to tell us 
what Christ has done to overcome it.  First, God has sent His Son into the world to release us 
from the consequences of our guilt.  “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus.”  If you are in Christ Jesus, all the sin that you have committed, all of your 
crimes against the infinitely holy God, any one of which would have sent you into the eternal 
flames forever, and everyone of which only served to make your judgment more and more 
severe, have been removed.  There is no condemnation to you, if you are in Christ Jesus.  You 
will never have to face the wrath of Almighty God against your sin.  And once you are in Christ, 
the Spirit of God actively works in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.  He works in 
you the ability to keep God’s commandments and to put off all of your lawless deeds of 
wickedness.  He assures you in times of suffering that there is yet glory to be revealed.  In this 
life you will be afflicted with many different kinds of trials, some spiritual and some physical.  
But there is yet a greater future coming, one in which this world and our bodies will be redeemed 
and released from suffering, not only the sufferings of the infirmities of our flesh, but also that 
which comes from our failings in sin.  He also gives you the assurance that you are a child of 
God.  He reveals to you that your relationship with God is no longer that of a criminal to a 
Judge, but now as a son or daughter to a loving Father.  God will never pour out His wrath on 
you for breaking His Law, but now He disciplines you so that you might share in His holiness by 
being more circumspect in your obedience to it.  But not only this, the Spirit also helps us in our 
struggles by praying for us according to the will of God.  We don’t often know just how we 
ought to pray.  But the Spirit Himself intercedes for us according to the will of God.   
 But there is still more.  There is also the wonderful promise that in the midst of all of our 
conflicts and trials on earth, that God is working them all together for our good.  This is what 
we will look at this morning.   
 
I.  I want you to see first the promise before we look at those to whom this promise is 

made.  The promise is, “God causes all things to work together for good.”   
A.  Let us first of all consider what this says.   

1.  In the Greek text, the subject of this sentence is unclear, and yet it is not.   
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a.  In the NASB, which I have just read, God is the subject.  He is the One who is said 
to work all things together for good.  And that is certainly possible.  In this 
instance, it would generally refer to the Father.   

b.  It is also possible to translate this as the KJV does, “All things work together for 
good.”  But since we know that things are not in the habit of doing anything on their 
own, especially impersonal situations in which there seems to be no antagonist, such 
as in sickness or accidents which don’t involve other people, we are again reminded 
that it is God who is causing all these things to work out as they do, as we are told 
elsewhere in Scripture that He, “works all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph. 
1:11).   

c.  But there is still a third option.  This could be the work of the Spirit.  After all, it is 
His work in the saint that has been often referred to in the context, and He is the One 
who was last mentioned in verse 27.  But it is obvious in each of these possibilities 
that it is God who is bringing this about.   

 
2.  And what is it that God is said to do?   

a.  He works all things together for good.   
b.  This is not a promise for some things, but for all things, not just for the outward 

situations we face, such as our trials and temptations, but also for our responses to 
them, including our fallings into sin.  All these things He works together for our 
good.   

c.  God has ordained all these things for us that He might work them together for our 
benefit in some way.   

 
B.  At this point, I would like us to consider what it means that He causes them to work out 

for our good and what it does not mean.   
1.  First, what it does not mean.   

a.  This does not mean that God works out all things that happen to you in life for the 
very highest possible good.  You will notice Paul says that all things work together 
for good, but we are not to understand this as the very highest good that we can think 
of.  There is the matter of degree.   
(i)  If all things worked out together for the very highest conceivable good, then 

what would we do with those passages of Scripture which speak about the fact 
that we all differ in our graces, and in the rewards which we will receive on the 
last day?  The Bible says that each of us will be rewarded differently, according 
to what each of us has done.   

(ii)  And God has already determined that in eternity.  He has ordained for each one 
of us, not only what we would do in this life, but also what our reward, place and 
status will be in His eternal kingdom.   

(iii)  In this life He is fitting each one of His children for their particular place in 
heaven.  We are like so many living stones which are being built into the living 
Temple in heaven for God to dwell in forever.  But God is the One who has 
determined which space we will occupy.  And since we all cannot be put in the 
same space, we must all differ.   

(iv)  All things will work together for good, but not for the greatest possible good.   
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b.  Secondly, this also does not mean that everything which God withholds from us will 
work together for our good.   
(i)  Sometimes God withholds His grace and His Spirit from us, which, if He did 

not, we would experience more of His joy and love in our lives.  That He does is 
clear from the fact that some, either around us now or in times past, experience 
and have experienced greater outpourings of His Spirit.  They are or were 
enabled by Him to do even more for His glory and honor than others.   

(ii)  That He withholds His blessings in one degree or another from us does not 
result in greater good, but less.   

(iii)  But this is again to say that this promise does not mean that God wills that all 
of us should be as happy as it is possible to be.   

 
c.  And lastly, this does not mean that when we sin, it is better for us that we have 

sinned and that we have suffered the consequences of that sin, than it would have 
been if we had resisted that sin and had done what was right.   
(i)  For instance, it is not good that we do not love God and our Lord Jesus Christ 

any more than we do.  It is not good that we fall as short as we do in giving Him 
thanks for His love and mercy in our lives.  It is not good that we are not more 
humble than we are, or more holy than we are.   

(ii)  In other words, it is not good that we know so little of His truth and have so 
much ignorance as we do, or that we have as much sin and as little grace as we 
do.   

(iii)  God may use our weaknesses and sins to bring about good in our lives, but we 
must not therefore conclude that it is better for us that we did sin, instead of 
obeying the Lord.  Generally, it is better for us to resist temptation and sin, than 
to yield to it.  It is better to obey, than to disobey.   

(iv)  Good may come from either, but greater good comes from greater obedience.  
God will reward us according to our good works -- not for them, but according to 
them, for our works, as we saw last week, do not earn anything.   

(v)  It will certainly be better at the final judgment for the one who dedicated his life 
to serve the Lord, than for the one who wasted his life on things which are 
worthless.  There will be a lot of wood, hay and stubble burned up on that day.  
And those who suffer the loss of them will be saved, if they have trusted in Christ.  
But those who patiently lay up gold, silver and precious stones will receive a 
greater reward, a greater good.   

 
2.  Understanding these things, what does this promise mean?   

a.  First it means that whatever God brings into our lives, and whatever our reactions 
are to them, whether righteous or sinful, God intends that we will gain something 
good through them.  God, because of His love for us, has some good purpose in all 
that He has ordained for us.   

b.  This is obviously true of all the good things, but it also includes the bad or evil 
things as well.  Now remember, God did not create evil, but He did permit it.  Evil 
came from His creatures.  God allowed it in His permissive decree.  And the reason 
He allowed it was for good purposes, not to all, but to His people.  God uses evil for 
good ends.   



4 

 

c.  Was it evil on the part of Joseph’s brothers to throw him into a pit, to sell him to 
slave traders, and to tell his father that wild animals had devoured him?  Yes, it was.  
But did good come out of it for Joseph and for his people?  Yes, it did!  Joseph was 
made second to Pharaoh in Egypt, and through this he was able to save his family 
from the famine.   

d.  Was it good or evil on the part of the Jews and Gentiles to crucify Jesus Christ?  It 
was evil.  But did good come from it?  Yes.  Christ, through His sufferings and 
death saved a multitude which no man can number.  And through His humiliations 
He was exalted to the right hand of God, far above every principality and power.   

e.  God had ordained and rendered it certain that each of these evil actions would occur.  
Yet each person who committed those evil actions was held responsible by God.  
The reason He did was because He did not force them to do anything against their 
wills.  They did what they wanted to do.  But even though they meant it for evil, 
God ordained it for good, and good resulted from it.  Therefore, we can say that, “It 
was a good thing that Joseph was sold by his brothers into Egypt, for if they hadn’t, 
God’s people would have perished in the famine.”  And we can even say, “It was a 
good thing that the Jews and the Gentiles crucified Christ, for if they hadn’t, we 
would have all perished in our sins.”   

f.  Therefore, in God’s economy, it is good that there is evil.  God certainly must have 
thought so, for that is why He ordained it in the first place.  God works all things 
together for good.   

g.  God has given His Son, Christ Jesus, the rule over all the kingdoms of this earth, as 
well as over all the powers of this created realm, to work all things together for our 
good as well.  Even though we may not know what they are, and even though they 
do not directly affect us, yet we still benefit from them.   

h.  God even works our sin together for our good, as I said earlier.  If Adam had 
persevered in righteousness in the garden and there had been no Fall, we would 
never have the degree of blessing that we now have to look forward to.  The 
blessing which we would have received from Adam as the head of the covenant of 
works can not compare with the blessing which Christ, our Redeemer, has earned 
through His work as the God-man.  The works of Adam could not truly earn 
anything, since he owed to God a perfect obedience by virtue of his creation.  The 
reward which God promised him was purely from His goodness.  Some would 
guardedly call it grace, since Adam stood to gain much more than he earned.  But 
what about the works of Christ, the God-man?  What do they earn?  His divinity 
gave to His works an infinite merit.  And it is the righteousness of these works that 
is imputed to us, which gains for us the blessedness we have to look forward to.  
Therefore, the Lord even works the Fall to our good, through Christ.   

i.  Again, however, this does not mean that it would be better for us to commit sin, than 
it would be to be more holy, more humble and to do more good works, for the Lord 
says that He will reward us according to our works.  Paul says in 2 Corinthians 9:6, 
“Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows 
bountifully shall also reap bountifully.”  And he says in 5:10, “For we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his 
deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”  God will 
work out even our sins for good, but it would be better for us if we did not sin.  If 
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this is not true, then you can throw ethics out the door.    
j.  On the other hand, we cannot overlook the fact that sometimes, in the grace and 

mercy of God, He does work some of sins to an even greater good, than if we had 
not sinned.  Sometimes, when we fail the Lord, it motivates us more powerfully to 
avoid all future occasions of sin.  It can be the cause of our devoting ourselves even 
more to his service and work, even as the apostle Paul frequently tells us that 
Christ’s love to him in his sinful state was the means to his striving even more 
fervently for the Gospel than others.  This does not mean that continual failure is 
good, but it does mean that sometimes, by God’s redemptive grace, our sins can 
benefit us more than not sinning.   

k.  All things work together for good to all the saints in all circumstances, but generally 
they work together for even greater good to those saints who continue to love God 
and bear the fruits of holiness in times of trial.   

 
II.  But there is one other thing that this text reveals which is crucially important for our 

understanding, and that is:  To whom this promise is made.   
A.  Paul says clearly that it is made “to those who love God, to those who are called 

according to His purpose.”   
1.  God makes this promise only to those who love Him.   

a.  This brings about an immediate distinction, doesn’t it?  Does everyone in the world 
love God?  No, they don’t.  Jesus testified in John 3:20, “For everyone who does 
evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.”   

b.  But what is the light?  Isn’t it the holy light of God’s righteousness, of His infinite 
holiness and glory?  Isn’t God Himself an infinitely pure light?  Doesn’t Jesus call 
Himself the light which comes into the world?  But the judgment arises from the 
fact that men loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil 
(v. 19).   

c.  All men do not love God.  As a matter of fact, apart from the grace of God, none 
would love Him at all, not because He is not perfectly lovely, but because all men 
are corrupted and polluted by sin.   

d.  If this is the condition of man, that he is in darkness and loves that darkness rather 
than the light, how will he ever come to love God?   

 
2.  I believe that this is answered by the second description of those to whom it applies, 

“to those who are called according to His purpose.”   
a.  Man naturally hates God.  But God is able to overcome that hatred.  And God in 

fact does so for some through His calling them.   
b.  What Paul has in view here is God’s effectual call, the call that is able to bring 

about life from the dead in the heart of His elect.   
c.  Paul, as a matter of fact, explains this to us in the verses which immediately follow, 

“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of 
His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He 
predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and 
whom He justified, these He also glorified” (vv. 29-30).   

d.  Those who love the Father are those who are called.  But those who are called are 
those who were foreloved by God, which is what foreknowledge means, and 
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predestined by Him to be conformed to the image of His Son.  These also are the 
ones who are justified, and who will eventually by glorified.   

e.  This promise is not to each and every individual, therefore, for not all will be saved.  
But it is to those whom the Father foreloved in eternity and caused to be born again 
in time.  It is to those who have been adopted into His family as sons and daughters.  
It is to you here this morning, if you are a child of God, and show that you are 
through your love for Him.   

 
B.  What then are we to learn from this?   

1.  If you are a child of God and an heir of Christ Jesus this morning, you can know that 
God is working everything in your life together for His glory and your good.   
a.  He is working every situation in your life for good, e.g., your health and your 

illness, your prosperity and your poverty, your peaceful relationships and your 
conflicts, your gains and your losses.   

b.  He is even working your sins together for your good.  God brings good out of all of 
them, not as much as you might have gained if you had not sinned, although 
sometimes more, but some good, by which He is fitting you for heaven.   

c.  What a blessing this is when you consider that, outside of Christ, far from working 
together for good, every sin only increases the damnation of those who commit them.   

d.  Rejoice and give praise to God.  Believe His promise, and it will bring you great 
comfort and hope even in the worst of situations.   

 
2.  But if, on the other hand, you are outside of Christ here this morning, this stands as a 

warning for you.   
a.  The promise is only for those who love God.  If you love Him, embrace His Christ 

now.  Believe on Him and turn from your sins, and you will be saved.  This love 
only comes from God’s grace, it comes only from His sovereign bestowal of the new 
birth.  If you have it, you can and will believe.  And if you do this promise is for 
you.   

b.  But if you do not love the true God or His Christ, it is not for you.  Paul does not 
say that if you don’t love the god of your own making, you are not His, but if you do 
not love the true and living God, the One who is revealed by the Scriptures, you are 
not His.   

c.  And if you do not belong to Him, then far from these things working out for your 
good, they are actually working out for your judgment.  Each and every sin you 
commit in this life, whether it is failure to do what God says or a failure to do them 
in the way He says to do them (with the right motives and goals), is working together 
for your damnation.   

d.  What then are you to do?  Since you cannot make yourself love that which you hate 
by nature, you stand in need of God’s calling, His efficacious grace.  You need the 
new birth from above.  You must be born again!  Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).  And 
again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God” (3:5).   

e.  I would counsel you therefore to seek God for this new birth to change your heart.  
If you remain as you are, you will perish.  But if God changes your heart, you will 
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live.  Amen.   


