
“God Works All Things Together for Good” 
(Romans 8:28-30) 

 
 

 
I.  Introduction.   

A.  Review.   
1.  In the middle of the struggles of life (against sin, persecution, sickness and death), 

the Lord has given us many things to encourage us.   
2.  Those encouragements include:   

a.  The promise that our souls will be set free from sin and enter heaven.   
b.  The promise that the Lord will deliver us from persecution.   
c.  The promise that He will free our bodies from the effects of sin.   
d.  The promise that this creation will be renewed and we will be a part of it.   
e.  And the promise that the Spirit will help us in all our weakness, to pray for us, 

through us, according to God’s will, and that the Father will hear and answer 
Him.   

 
B.  But there is more.   

1.  This morning, we have two of the most encouraging promises in the Bible for all 
Christians.   

2.  First, the Lord says He will work all things together in our lives for good:  including 
the outwardly bad things that happen.   

3.  And second, that He will bring us to heaven, and there’s nothing in heaven or earth 
that can stop Him.   

4.  In light of the fact that we must suffer here below, these are very precious truths, so 
let’s focus on them now for a few moments.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we have a promise that God will work all things together for good in this life.   
1.  Obviously, God is the One who does this, and the only One who can.   

a.  He’s the only One whose mind can comprehend all things.   
b.  He’s the only One with the wisdom to make such a plan.   
c.  And He’s the only One with the power to carry this plan out.   
d.  And Paul tells us that He has, in fact, made such a plan.   

 
2.  His plan includes the working of all things together for good.   

a.  Notice:  all things, not just the good, but the bad, not only our good works, but 
even our sins.   
(i)  This can be a tremendous comfort when we fall into sin.   
(ii)  God has promised to work even that for our good.   
(iii)  Granted there are times when it would have been better if we had not sinned 

at all.  We could possibly lose things that are precious:  our spouse, our family, 
our wealth, our freedom.  Our goal must be to fight against all sin and not give 
into it, as we’ve seen.   

(iv)  But sometimes, the Lord works things out of our sins that are better than if 
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we hadn’t:  valuable lessons, final victories over certain sins, putting our feet 
on more fruitful paths.   

(v)  God works all things together for good.   
 
b.  Even the things that are not good in themselves that happen to us.   

(i)  The loss of one job has often opened the door to another.   
(ii)  Injury has turned many away from fruitless dreams to fruitful work.   
(iii)  Joni Ericksen Tada was unconverted and unknown until she broke her neck 

in a diving accident.  Today she has become a Christian, an accomplished 
painter and a source of encouragement to many who are handicapped.   

(iv)  Some Christians would have been unknown to the church today, except that 
they were willing to suffer even to death for Christ’s glory, their sacrifice 
encouraging many more to do the same.   

(v)  God works all things together for good in the lives of His people.   
 

3.  But I want you to notice Paul applies this only to Christians, not to everyone.   
a.  So that his readers would not mistake who and what Christians are, Paul tells 

them:   
(i)  Subjectively, they are those who love God.  The fundamental difference 

between a person who is converted and one who isn’t is exactly this:  the 
Christian loves God, the non-Christian does not.   

(ii)  Objectively, they are those called according to His purpose – those who have 
been called out of the world, out of the state of death, who have been 
quickened to life and whose feet are now guided by the Spirit of God.   

(iii)  Paul has a bit more to say about this, so we’ll come back to it.   
 

b.  He has reserved this blessing only for His children.   
(i)  To the unconverted, all things are adding up to greater condemnation.   
(ii)  Their trials and difficulties are only God’s judgments for their sins, as they 

head toward final judgment.   
(iii)  But God is sanctifying and using everything in the lives of His children for 

their good, because of His love and care for them.   
 

4.  Paul says we know these things to be true.   
a.  How do we know?  God says it.  He can’t lie.   
b.  But we also know from experience:  He has never failed us yet.  Consider your 

own lives.  You know it’s true.   
 
B.  But we also know that God will work everything together for good by the fact that He 

will ultimately bring us to glory.   
1.  Salvation from damnation/being brought safely to heaven is the ultimate good.   

a.  This is what God is going to do for us.   
b.  In the end we will be safe.   
c.  If that is the case, then we can know that everything will work together for good.   

 
2.  Consider what Paul says is true about the person who loves God:   
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a.  He has been foreknown/foreloved by God from all eternity.   
b.  He has been predestined by God to be changed into the likeness of His Son, and 

be given as a reward to Him for His work of redemption, that Christ might be the 
first-born/have the preeminence among them.   

c.  He has been called by the Spirit, not only outwardly by the Word, but inwardly 
through the renewing work of the Spirit, working faith in their hearts.   

d.  With this faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, he has received justification – being 
declared innocent of every sin and guilty of having done everything perfectly, 
only for the righteousness of Christ.   

e.  And he will be glorified:   
(i)  Notice the past tense used here:  it is so certain that in God’s eyes it is already 

done in Christ.   
(ii)  Notice also that everyone who begins in this process also makes it to the end.  

Not even one of His elect will be lost.   
(iii)  Every one of his elect will be conformed to the image of His Son, beginning 

in this life, and culminating in heaven.   
 

f.  If this is the case, then we know that everything ultimately will work together for 
good.   
a.  Not only will God use everything that happens in this world to further their 

transformation into the image of Christ, He will also use every one of these 
things as stepping stones to bring them safely to heaven.   

b.  And, as we’ll see more fully next week, there is no power in heaven or earth 
that can stop Him.   

 
III.  Application:  And so, if you’re a Christian here this morning, you really don’t need to 

worry about anything in this life.   
A.  If you truly love God, then you know you have been called by Him.   

1.  And if you have been called by Him, you know He has foreloved you, determined to 
make you like His Son and give you to Christ, that He has forgiven all your sins, and 
that He will eventually bring you to heaven.   

2.  This alone should alleviate your greatest concern in life:  what will happen to your 
soul after death.   

3.  If you love the Father and His Son, you are on your way to heaven and nothing can 
stop it, not even you, because the Lord will never allow you even to want to.   

4.  The work He has begun by Christ, He will complete, in Christ.   
5.  But this is only for those in Christ.  If you are not this morning, you must trust in 

Him.   
 

B.  But secondly, you can have the confidence that all the difficulties you face in life won’t 
stop you, but they will actually be turned into stepping stones to heaven.   
1.  God will work every one of your sins and your trials together to continue that work.   
2.  He will not cast you away, but as a father does for his children, help you learn from 

your sins and continue to point you forward.  Amen.    


