
"God Sent Forth His Son" 
(Galatians 4: 4-6) 

Introduction: This Christmas season it is only right for us to think 
about the birth of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. After all, 
this is what Christmas is commemorating. During this time of the 
year many people venture out to a church service somewhere when they 
may not have been to another service all year. Some of you here this 
morning may have felt an unusual urge to be in church. Perhaps this 
is one of the few times that you come to church during the year 
because it seems like something you ought to do. 

Well, we of course want to look this morning at what the Bible 
tells us about this One who was sent from heaven to earth, this One 
who was born in a lowly stall and laid in a manger, this One in whose 
birth the angels rejoiced, this One who was at last lifted up on a 
cross to die for the sins of the world. And this we will do from the 
perspective of this very significant passage of Scripture we have 
read this morning. 

Paul, in the fourth chapter of Galatians, has been arguing against 
the Judiazers who say that one must be circumcised and keep the law in 
order to be saved in the last day from the coming wrath of God. Paul 
argues, contrary to them, that no one was ever saved by keeping a system 
of works, and even that perfect Law which was given by God is not able 
to save anyone who keeps it, because no one can keep it perfectly. To 
break it at one point is to break the whole law, and to break the law at 
any point is to come under the curse of that Law, which is eternal 
destruction. Rather, Paul is here showing that the way of escape has 
always been by faith in the Lord's Redeemer, both before and after He 
came, never by the works of the Law. The Law was to show us our sin, to 
reveal to us our bankruptcy before God. It was a tutor, a teacher to 
lead us to Christ, so that we might find salvation in Him. And when the 
fullness of time came, God sent His Christ, His only begotten Son, to 
accomplish what He had for long ages promised. And what I want you to 
see from this morning's passage is simply this, that 

God sent His Son into the world at the appointed time to 
deliver His people from their sins and to take them as His sons 
and daugh t ers . 

I. In the Fullness of Time, God Sent His Son Into the World. 
A. Christ Came in the Fulfillment of God's Promises. 

1.  The entire Old Testament pointed to the Messiah, 
the coming deliver of God. 
a. He is the promised seed of the woman who would crush 

the head of the serpent, "AND I WILL PUT ENMITY 
BETWEEN YOU AND THE WOMAN, AND BETWEEN YOUR SEED AND 
HER SEED; HE SHALL CRUSH YOUR HEAD, AND YOU SHALL 
BRUISE HIM ON THE HEEL" (Gen. 3: 15). 

b. He is the promised seed of Abraham through whom all 
the nations of the earth would be blessed, "AND IN 
YOUR SEED ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH SHALL BE 
BLESSED" (GEN. 22: 18; Gal. 3: 15). 

c. He was the promised ruler of Israel from the tribe 
of Judah, "THE SCEPTER SHALL NOT DEPART FROM JUDAH, 
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NOR THE RULER’S STAFF FROM BETWEEN HIS FEET, UNTIL 
SHILOH COMES, AND TO HIM SHALL BE THE OBEDIENCE OF 
THE PEOPLES” (Gen. 49: 10) .  

forever on David’s throne, ”WHEN YOUR DAYS ARE 
COMPLETED AND YOU LIE DOWN WITH YOUR FATHERS, I WILL 
RAISE UP YOUR DESCENDANT AFTER YOU, WHO WILL COME 
FORTH FROM YOU, AND I WILL ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM. 
HE SHALL BUILD A HOUSE FOR MY NAME, AND I WILL 
ESTABLISH THE THRONE OF HIS KINGDOM FOREVER (2 Sam. 
7:12-13). And Isaiah says, ”FOR A CHILD WILL BE 

GOVERNMENT WILL REST ON HIS SHOULDERS; AND HIS NAME 
WILL BE CALLED WONDERFUL COUNSELOR, MIGHTY GOD, 
ETERNAL FATHER, PRINCE OF PEACE. THERE WILL BE NO 
END TO THE INCREASE OF HIS GOVERNMENT OR OF PEACE, 
ON THE THRONE OF DAVID AND OVER HIS KINGDOM, TO 

d. He is the promised Son of David who would reign 

BORN TO US, A SON WILL BE GIVEN TO US; AND THE 

ESTABLISH IT AND TO UPHOLD IT WITH JUSTICE AND 
RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM THEN ON AND FOREVERMORE. THE 
ZEAL OF THE LORD OF HOSTS WILL ACCOMPLISH THIS” (Is. 
9: 7). 

e. He is the son of the virgin, who would not only be 
man, but would be God incarnate, ”THEREFORE THE LORD 
HIMSELF WILL GIVE YOU A SIGN: BEHOLD, A VIRGIN 

HIS NAME IMMANUEL/GOD IS WITH US” (Isa. 7:14). 

shine in the darkness to give to all men the light of 
salvation, ”BUT THERE WILL BE NO MORE GLOOM FOR HER 
WHO WAS IN ANGUISH; IN EARLIER TIMES HE TREATED THE 

CONTEMPT, BUT LATER ON HE SHALL MAKE IT GLORIOUS, BY 
THE WAY OF THE SEA, ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE JORDAN, 
GALILEE OF THE GENTILES. THE PEOPLE WHO WALK IN 
DARUhfESS WILL SEE A GREAT LIGHT; THOSE WHO LIVE IN A 

WILL BE WITH CHILD AND BEAR A SON, AND SHE WILL CALL 

f. He is that great and shining light which God sent to 

LAND OF ZEBULUN AND THE LAND OF NAPHTALI WITH 

nmu LAND, THE LIGHT WILL SHINE ON THEM” (IS. 9:2). 
g. He is the great High Priest according to the order 

of Melchizedek who would offer Himself as the most 
perfect sacrifice to put away sins forever, ”THE 
LORD HAS SWORN AND WILL NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, THOU 
ART A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF 
MELCHIZEDEK;” ”FOR IT WAS FITTING THAT WE SHOULD 
HAVE SUCH A HIGH PRIEST, HOLY, INNOCENT, UNDEFILED, 
SEPARATED FROM SINNERS AND EXALTED ABOVE THE 
HEAVENS; WHO DUES NOT NEED DAILY, LIKE THOSE HIGH 
PRIESTS, TO OFFER UP SACRIFICES, FIRST FOR HIS OWN 

THIS HE DID ONCE FOR ALL WHEN HE OFFERED UP 
HIMSELF” (Ps. 11 0: 4; Heb. 7: 26-27). 

h. And He is the suffering servant that Isaiah said 
would take upon Himself the sins of His people, 

HE CARRIED; YET WE OURSELVES ESTEEMED HIM STRICKEN, 
SMITTEN OF GOD, AND AFFLICTED. BUT HE WAS PIERCED 
THROUGH FOR OUR TRANSGRESSIONS, HE WAS CRUSHED FOR 
OUR INIQUITIES; THE CHASTENING FOR OUR WELL-BEING 

SINS, AND THEN FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE, BECAUSE 

WJRELY OUR GRIEFS HE HIMSELF BORE, AND OUR SORROWS 
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FELL UPON HIM, AND BY HIS SCOURGING WE ARE HEALED. 
ALL OF US LIKE SHEEP HAVE GONE ASTRAY, EACH OF US HAS 
TURNED TO HIS OWN WAY; BUT THE LORD HAS CAUSED THE 
INIQUITY OF US ALL TO FALL ON HIM” (Isa. 53:4-6). 

2. And when the fullness of time arrived on God’s sovereign 
timetable, He sent His Son into the World to fulfill all 
of His promises. 
a. Jesus was sent at the time of God’s choosing. 

(il 
(iil 

(iiil 

69 of the 70 weeks of Daniel were completed. 
Jesus was born in a lowly stall and laid in a 
manger. 
And when He came to the years of adulthood, 
Jesus said, ”THE TIME IS FULFILLED, AND THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD IS AT HAND; REPENT AND BELIEVE IN 
THE GOSPEL” (Mark 1 : 15 1.  

b. At that preordained time in human history, the 
eternal God entered the world bringing the 
fulfillment of the ages, all that the prophets, wise 
men, and saints of God looked for and 
longed for with all their hearts. 

B. When the Fullness of Time Came, Christ the Eternal Son 
of God Became Man. 
1.  It was the eternal Son of the Father whom He sent. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

2. The 
a. 

b. 

C. 

11. The Son of 

God gave to us His Son, ”UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN; 
UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN” (Isa. 9:6). 
Christ is the eternal Son of God, ”begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father; by whom all 
things were made” (Nicene 846). 
This One who was of infinite majesty and glory united 
Himself with that which was infinitely below Him. 

eternal Son of God took upon Himself human flesh. 
Jesus was ”born of a woman, ” that is, He took upon 
Himself a human nature and was born as one of us. 
And yet, Jesus did not cease to be God, but rather 
the eternal God united Himself with a mere creature, 
taking upon Himself the likeness of sinful flesh 
that He might save His people. 
”Who for us and for our salvation, came down from 
heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary, and was made man” (Nicene 846). 

God Became Man in order to Redeem His People From the 
Curse of the Law That They Might Receive the Adoption as Sons. 

A .  Christ Was Born Under the Law to Redeem Those Under the Law. 
1.  Our first father Adam was created and placed on 

probation in the garden that he might stand as the 
representative of his people under a covenant of works. 
a. We know from Scripture that Adam failed and plunged 

the whole human race into everlasting misery. 
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b. His failure affected the whole human race yet to be 
born, and he brought about the corruption of all of 
his posterity. 

to keep God’s holy Commandments. 
c. And now, no one coming into the world has the ability 

2. But Christ, the second Adam, was also born under a system 
of lawkeeping, a covenant of works, that He might keep 
that law and merit perfect righteousness for His people. 
a. He kept the law perfectly that perfect righteousness 

b. And in being lifted up on the cross, He became a 
might be given to His people. He did it for them. 

curse for His people, that He might deliver them from 
the curse of the law. 
(il The law itself was not a curse, but the 

reflection of God’s perfect moral character. 
(iil The curse of the law was the sentence that it 

pronounced upon all those who did not keep it 
perfectly, but rather, broke it in word, thought 
and deed. 

sinned in the garden, and all have broken this 
law many times over by their sinful and lawless 
deeds. 

judgment of hell, for that is the only 
punishment which fits the crime of infinite sin 
and rebellion against the infinitely holy God. 

people from the Law’s curse. 

(iiil All mankind broke this law in Adam when he 

(ivl And because of this, all are given over to the 

(vl But Christ, by His atoning death, saved His 

B. And now, having bought them back from the marketplace of 
sin, they may now receive the adoption as sons. 
1.  Christ redeemed His people that they might become the 

very children of God. 
2. And when anyone turns to Christ, he is given all that one 

would receive if he had kept all the requirements of 
God’s law perfectly. 

C. And to Those Who Have Received Christ, He Sends Forth the 
Spirit into Their Hearts to Testify that They Are Indeed His 
Chi ldren. 
1.  When a man is saved by Christ, the Spirit of God takes up 

residence in his heart. 
a. The Spirit is the down payment of heaven, the earnest 

of the inheritance. 
b. He comes into the heart crying, ”Abba, Father.” 

(il The presence of the Spirit in the heart gives 
the boldness to speak to God with all the 
confidence of a son. 

(iil Paul says, ”FOR YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED A SPIRIT 
OF SLAVERY LEADING TO FEAR AGAIN, BUT YOU HAVE 
RECEIVED A SPIRIT OF ADOPTION AS SONS BY WHICH 
WE CRY OUT, ”ABBA, FATHER! ” [Rom. 8: 15). 

(iiil Abba is Aramaic for Father, and the word 
translated here ”Father” is from the Greek. 
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This privilege is for both Jews and Gentiles, 
”AS MANY AS THE LORD OUR GOD SHALL CALL TO 
HIMSELF” (Acts 2: 39). 

2. And this gives the people of God the assurance that 
they are His, when they can come to God in prayer with 
the confidence in their hearts that they can call the 
infinite God of the universe their Father! 

III. Uses. 
A. Do you have this confidence in Christ this morning, that you 

can call upon God as your Father? 
1.  Do you have the Spirit of God’s Son in your heart by 

2. 
which you cry out Abba, Father? 
Do you have a hope of heaven based upon a Biblical 
assurance, or do you only hope that you are going to 
heaven and are really afraid to know the truth? 

3.  Do you claim to be a Christian, and yet by the attitudes 
of your heart and the actions of your life demonstrate 
that you really don’t know Him? 
a. There are no promises in the Scriptures to those who 

merely do lip service to Christ. 
b. The apostle John said, ”LITTLE CHILDREN, LET NO ONE 

DECEIVE YOU; THE ONE WHO PRACTICES RIGHTEOUSNESS IS 
RIGHTEOUS, JUST AS HE IS RIGHTEOUS; THE ONE WHO 
PRACTICES SIN IS OF THE DEVIL; FOR THE DEVIL HAS 
SINNED FROM THE BEGINNING. THE SON OF GOD APPEARED 
FOR THIS PURPOSE, THAT HE MIGHT DESTROY THE WORKS 
OF THE DEVIL” ( I  John 3:7-8). 

c. Are you living as a Christian; that is, are you 

d. The question is not are you perfectly reflecting His 
living like Christ? 

image and likeness, for that is impossible in this 
world. 

to the sins which you have been struggling with for 
many years, a greater holiness of life? 

f. If these things are not yours or are not increasing, 
if you are aware of some prevalent sin in your life 
which you are not concerned about, if you cherish 
in your heart any of the abominations which God 
hates, you are not a Christian no matter what you 
claim to be. 

e. But do you see a measurable growth in grace, a dying 

4. Examine your hearts and lives. There is no virtue in 
trying to make yourself believe that you are a Christian 
if you are truly not. 

B. Secondly, for those of you here this morning who make no 
pretension of trusting in Jesus, God Sent His Son into the 
World to Do What No One of you Can Do for yourselves: 
Fulfill the Law of God Perfectly. 
1.  Are you trusting in your own works to come to God? 
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2. 

3.  

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

8. 

9.  

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

The obedience that is required of you is perfect and 
absolute obedience to His holy Law. 
a. For you to be saved by your works, you would have 

b. You would have to do everything that is commanded 

c. You would have to stay away from everything that is 

d. But even deeper, you would have to not even think 

to keep the Law of God perfectly and to the letter. 

perfectly and without exception. 

forbidden, absolutely. 

about or have the inclination to do any of these 
things which even vary in the slightest degree from 
that perfection. 

obedience your whole life without even the slightest 
degree of failure. 

e. And this would have to be perfect and perpetual 

But the debt that you owe to God’s justice already for 
your sins is far too great, and you could never satisfy 
even that debt. 
a. The Scripture says, If you have broken one of God’s 

commandments you have become guilty of all. 
b. Even the slightest defect in your obedience is a 

sin for which you could never satisfy God’s justice. 
c. But you have committed hundreds, thousands, 

millions of infractions against the law of God. 
d. You have never kept the law of God even for a moment. 
e. You have done many of the things which He has 

commanded you not to do, and left undone the things 
which He says you must do. 

f. Even in coming into the world, you have inherited the 
guilt and corruption of your father Adam. 

g. You are fallen in Adam and under the just sentence 
of condemnation. 

Do you see your bankruptcy before God? 
Do you feel your helplessness? 
You can do absolutely nothing to save yourself. 
Your only recourse is to flee to Christ, to trust in 
His perfect righteousness to save you, to trust in His 
perfect atonement to cleanse you of your sins. 
Christ’s perfect work of redemption will do you no good 
if on that day of the coming wrath of God, you are 
found outside of Christ. 
But God holds His hands out to you and bids you to come; 
the only thing holding you back is your own sin. 
He says, ”I TAKE NO PLEASURE IN THE DEATH OF THE 
wIcmn, BUT RATHER THAT THE wIcmn TURN FROM HIS WAY 
mn LIVE. TURN BACK, TURN BACK FROM YOUR EVIL WAYS! 
WHY THEN WILL YOU DIE?” (Eze. 33: 11 ). 
God has appointed His ambassadors to be the heralds of 
peace to you, will you not listen to His warnings and 
run into the arms of Christ? 
Will you stand clothed in your own filthy rags of 
self-sufficiency before the great and holy Judge on 
that terrible day? 
Will you not rather lay hold of Christ and be clothed 
with His pure and unspotted garments? Will you not come 
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and be purified from your guilt in the flowing springs of 
His mercy? Will you rather let all that Christ has done 
be of no effect in your life, because of your stubborn 
heart and love of sin? 

14. Flee to Jesus; take hold of His garments. He bids you to 
believe on Him this morning. Do not let another moment 
pass from your life as you continually store up wrath and 
condemnation for the day of wrath. Trust in the Savior; 
believe on Him; confess Him with your mouth; live for Him 
alone! And on that day, He will receive you into glory. 
Jesus said, ”EVERYONE THEREFORE WHO SHALL CONFESS ME 
BEFORE MEN, I WILL ALSO CONFESS HIM BEFORE MY FATHER WHO 
IS IN HEAVEN. BUT WHOEVER SHALL DENY ME BEFORE MEN, I 
WILL ALSO DENY HIM BEFORE MY FATHER WHO IS IN HEAVEN” 
(Matt . 10: 32-33). 

C. And lastly, for those of you who are Christians, are you 
affected with the love of God and are you truly thankful that 
God sent His Son to redeem you from your infinite weight of 
sin? 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9.  

9 .  

Yes, you celebrate the birth of Christ year to year, but 
do you take full account of what He endured for you? 
Do you see the infinite humiliation of the One who was 
majestic in glory taking upon Himself the form of sinful 
flesh in order to redeem you? 
Do you see the riches which He forsook that you through 
His poverty might become rich? 
Do you see the pain and misery He suffered in order to 
bring you to God? 
And do you even for one moment give Him the praise that 
is His due? 
You cannot; I cannot. Even our most profound and 
heart-felt praise amounts to nothing. Even the giving 
up of ourselves totally and completely to His will 
cannot make up for even one iota of what we cost the 
Savi or. 
This is why we say that it is grace, infinite grace, 
glorious grace, that takes poor wretches as we who are 
not worthy of any good thing, and gives to us the 
inheritance of the heavens, everlasting bliss, perfect 
peace throughout all eternity. 
Christian do you feel what you owe Christ? You can 
never pay Him back. You cannot even come close. But 
let there never be within you a cold heart of ingratitude. 
Do not let the love within you for Christ wane. He is 
the greatest object of the Christian’s love and what a 
terrible and sinful thing it is to return to Him the 
half-hearted praise of our lips, the reluctance to 
attend His services of worship, the unwillingness to 
listen with utmost attention to His Holy Word, while 
your hearts are inflamed with passion for the things 
of the world which cannot profit your soul even the 
slightest amount. 
People of God, love your Savior, and express that love to 



8 

Him daily. Feed upon the riches of His grace. He knows 
the condition of your heart, and He stands ready to 
forgive and renew those flames of love to a full and 
abiding passion. 

10. But you must forsake the world, tear down your idols, and 
find in Christ your greatest and chiefest delight. 

11. Praise be to God for the infinite blessing of His Son. 
Amen. Let us pray! 


