
“The Lord Preserves the True Religion” 

(2 Chronicles 34) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We know that our nation is getting progressively worse.   

a.  Everywhere you look – on the internet, TV and newspapers – you see 

indications that things continue to decline.   

b.  It seems there are more and more crimes being committed, and more serious 

crimes.   

c.  Our government is promoting and protecting more and more evil.   

d.  Our politicians say one thing, but secretly – or not so secretly – support 

something else.   

e.  The nature of man’s heart hasn’t changed, but the restraints are being 

systematically removed.   

 

2.  What can we do about it?   

a.  Is there nothing?  Should we just throw in the towel or rejoice that things are 

getting worse because we think that Christ’s coming is around the corner?   

b.  This isn’t what our Lord tells us to do.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Last week, we saw how things declined from Solomon’s day to the time of 

Christ.   

a.  After Israel had reached its apex, its glory, things began to decline.   

b.  There were really two reasons for this:   

(i)  First, Solomon’s kingdom and glory was only meant to be a picture of 

Christ’s future kingdom and glory – the shadow had to make room for the 

reality when it came.   

(ii)  But before it did, that glory had to all but vanish away and be turned into 

darkness so that when Christ’s kingdom and glory came, it would be all 

the more conspicuous, more noticeable.   

 

2.  But as we also saw briefly last week, the Lord didn’t allow that first kingdom to 

decline too quickly.   

a.  Even though it was meant to be a picture, it was still the true church – the 

Lord was certainly concerned for His people.   

b.  And so He was careful to slow that downward progress.  Sometimes, He even 

turned them around to the point where their spirituality paralleled or even 

excelled what existed in her glory days.   

c.  This is what we are going to consider this morning:  What the Lord did to put 

the brakes on that downward descent and raise them up again, and how these 

things can be useful for us today for the same purpose:  Let’s consider three 

things:   
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(i)  First, the Lord slowed their descent by giving them further revelation.   

(ii)  Second, He slowed their descent by sending revival.   

(iii)  Finally, He slowed their descent by restoring His Law.   

(iv)  Certainly these three are related and the Lord typically uses His Word 

and Law to bring revival.   

(v)  But let’s consider them in this order since this is the way they are 

introduced to us in His Word.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s see how the Lord slowed their descent by giving them further 

revelation.   

1.  By this time, the Lord had already given them some Scripture.   

a.  He gave Moses His first written revelation at Mount Sinai:  the Ten 

Commandments – remember, Law comes before Gospel.   

b.  During Moses’ lifetime, the Lord also gave the first five books of the Bible, 

which we call the Pentateuch and which the Jews call the Law or Torah.   

(i)  It contains the Ten Commandments, as well as expositions and 

applications of these commandments.   

(ii)  It contains an historical account of the Creation and the Fall.   

(iii)  But it also contains the first Gospel promise in the curse on the serpent, 

the promise of the coming Seed of the woman in the establishing of the 

Abrahamic covenant, a picture of Christ’s redemption through the Lord’s 

deliverance of Israel from Egypt, and several pictures of the person, 

offices and work of Christ through the institution of the Ceremonial Law.   

 

c.  He also added more to the canon at the time of David:   

(i)  The book of Joshua as a picture of how Christ would conquer the world.   

(ii)  The book of Judges to show how much they needed a godly King who 

would lead them in righteousness.   

(iii)  The book of Ruth as a picture of how Christ would become one with 

them – as their Kinsman Redeemer – to redeem them from their lost and 

hopeless situation.   

(iv)  And the book of Samuel to show them that God was intending to raise 

up the Seed of David who would fulfill all these things.   

(v)  He also added many of the Psalms to His canon and to His worship, to 

keep Christ continually before His people.   

 

2.  During Solomon’s reign and during the time of decline, He also added several 

more books.   

a.  Proverbs to show them how to apply God’s Law and how much they needed 

the Savior.   

b.  Ecclesiastes to remind them that the things of the world will never satisfy 

them, only Christ will.   

c.  The Song of Solomon to remind them of the sanctity of their marriage to 

Christ.   
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d.  And the historical books as a witness against them of their covenant 

breaking, but of His intention to send One who would turn their hearts again 

to Him.   

e.  The Lord continued to advance His plan to redeem His people even during 

their times of declension.   

f.  But He also used His Word in many different ways to slow them down by 

calling them to repentance from their sins and faith in the coming Messiah.   

 

B.  Second, let’s see how the Lord slowed their descent by sending revival.   

1.  As we saw last week, even though things were growing increasingly dark 

spiritually, the Lord kept them from running down too quickly by sending 

revival.   

a.  This not only had the effect of putting on the brakes and turning them around, 

it also kept a picture of Christ’s glorious kingdom before their eyes.   

b.  The Lord brought revivals under Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah and Josiah, the 

greatest being the last two.   

c.  He didn’t do this in the Northern Kingdom of Israel, which was continually 

torn with false worship, idolatry and civil war; but He did in Judah.   

(i)  Overall, their spiritual history was a downward spiral.   

(ii)  There were times when they were just about swallowed up in idolatry.   

(iii)  But the Lord would often pour out of His Spirit and bring them back to 

Himself, just when the true worship of God seemed as though it would be 

extinguished.   

 

2.  One grand example of revival is seen in our passage.   

a.  Manasseh led Judah into idolatry and apostasy for 55 years, with a short time 

of repentance following.   

b.  After that, his son Amon turned again to idolatry and led Judah astray for the 

two years of his reign before the people put him to death.   

c.  But then Josiah became king.   

(i)  He became king when he was eight (2 Chr. 34:1).   

(ii)  When he was sixteen, he began to seek the Lord (v. 3).   

(iii)  When he was twenty, he purged the land of all the idols of Baal and the 

Asherim (vv. 3-7).   

(iv)  When he was twenty-six, he began to restore the house of the Lord, and 

led the people in covenanting with the Lord to walk in His ways (vv. 8ff).   

 

d.  When the Lord is pleased to send revival, He stirs the hearts of His people by 

His Spirit to renew in them the desire to be holy:  that’s what He did in those 

days both to Josiah and to His people.   

 

C.  Finally, let’s see how the Lord slowed their descent and fueled the revival by 

restoring His Law.   

1.  During Manasseh’s reign of fifty-five years and his son’s reign of two, the book 

of the Law was lost.   
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a.  This was a copy of the Law of Moses, something the king was to read and 

observe that he might lead the people in a righteous way.   

b.  The particular copy that was lost was the one placed next to the ark of the 

covenant that was to be there as a witness against them.   

 

2.  This book was found again in Josiah’s day when they began to repair the 

Temple (v. 14).   

a.  The Lord had graciously preserved it; but it had been lost for such a long 

time, that even Josiah didn’t know what it said.   

b.  But when Shaphan the scribe read it to him, he immediately realized the 

danger Judah was in, humbled himself and set out to do something about it.   

c.  And so the Lord used His Word, revival and the Law to promote His work of 

redemption and to slow Judah’s spiritual descent.   

 

III.  Application:  These things also provide the key to slowing our descent and even 

turning our spiritual situation around today.   

A.  These things are the key to personal revival.   

1.  Corporate and social revival must begin with the church; but for the church to be 

revived, it must begin with individuals, with you and me.   

2.  How can these three things help us?   

a.  First, the Law can show us our sins and bring us to repentance.   

(i)  We need to take a good look at our lives to make sure we are living as 

God commands.   

(ii)  We won’t experience His blessings unless we walk in the path of 

obedience, but we will certainly experience His chastisement if we don’t.   

(iii)  And so read God’s Law; let it convict you of your sins and humble you; 

and then repent of everything God shows you and purpose to walk in His 

ways.   

 

b.  Second, read the Word of God.   

(i)  Consider God’s promises in the Gospel.   

(ii)  Make sure you are trusting in Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.   

(iii)  Apply the promises God gives you and let them encourage you and 

revive your hearts, to move you forward into holiness.   

 

c.  And third, pray that the Lord would pour His Spirit into your heart and revive 

your soul.   

(i)  As long as we remain in a lukewarm or cold state towards the things of 

the Lord, nothing is going to change.   

(ii)  As long as we remain indifferent to God’s glory and honor, to His 

worship, to keeping His Day holy, to living a holy life, we’re not going to 

have any impact on the world.   

(iii)  And so let the Law of God convict you; let the promises of the Gospel 

encourage you; let them turn you again to the Lord to revive your hearts.   
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B.  This is the key to national/global revival:  Revival tarries because the church needs 

to be revived.   

1.  Once we are revived and begin to live for God’s honor and glory, then we will 

do what is necessary to advance Christ’s kingdom.   

a.  We will seek the Lord in our prayers:   

(i)  In our prayers at public worship.   

(ii)  In our prayers with our families and in our closets.   

(iii)  In our prayers at the weekly prayer meetings.   

(iv)  One of the greatest evidences that our hearts are revived is that we will 

promote God’s glory through every opportunity that is given to us to pray.   

 

b.  In our prayers, we will seek God:   

(i)  For His church, that He will revive and reform it in its doctrine and 

spiritual life.   

(ii)  We will pray for our country, for our leaders and the people of this 

nation, that the Lord will turn them away from their sins and cause them to 

begin to obey Him.   

(iii)  We will pray for the progress of the Gospel in the whole world, that the 

Gospel would be published and that the Lord would bring many to saving 

faith through it.   

 

c.  We will use our gifts to strengthen God’s people and to communicate the 

Gospel to others.   

d.  And we will honor the Lord, not only by attending the services that He has 

ordained to give Him glory on His Holy Day, but in everything we do.   

 

2.  Times are dark, but in order for the Lord to reverse the darkness, we must seek 

Him to reverse the darkness in us and cause us to be lights.   

3.  And so let’s seek for personal revival that we might be the means He will use to 

bring revival to this world.   

4.  In light of this, I would encourage you to come to worship this evening to learn 

more about how you might experience personal revival through communion 

with God.  Amen.   


