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Have there ever been times when things happen, maybe even tragic things you 
weren’t expecting to happen, and when the time comes, you can see how the Lord has 
prepared you and the circumstances so that you would be able to make it through?  It’s 
hard to give examples, since these kinds of experiences are different for each one of us.  
But I think all of us, if we’re old enough, have had experiences like this.  The reason why 
we’re brought through them and the reason why we see the Lord’s hand through them is 
because He is fulfilling His promise, as He said He would, to work all things together for 
our good (Rom. 8:28).  Not everything that happens to us in life is good in itself, but God 
works them all together for our good, because He, as we have seen again and again, is 
absolutely sovereign.   

Now this evening, we’re going to see the classic example of this very thing in the 
life of Joseph.  Joseph, as you know, was the first-born son of Jacob’s wife Rachel, which 
means that he was very special to Jacob.  Not only was he the son of the wife Jacob loved 
the most, but he was also the son of his old age, which made him particularly special to 
him (v. 3).  Very often, when we love something very much, the Lord will put His finger 
on it and ask us to sacrifice it, as He did with Abraham and Isaac, to see if we will still 
love Him without it, or to see if we love Him more than that thing.  This appears to be 
one of the things He did in the case of Joseph.  His supposed death was a test of Jacob’s 
faith and love for the Lord.  But we will also see that the Lord had a plan for Joseph, a 
plan which neither his father nor any of his brothers knew anything about, a plan to use 
Joseph to save them all during the famine which was coming in a few years.   

But in order for Joseph to save them, there were a few things that needed to 
happen.  First, somehow Joseph needed to go down to Egypt and live there.  Then he 
needed to be in a place where he could influence one of the close officials of Pharaoh.  
Then that official would need to tell Pharaoh about Joseph at a very crucial time.  Finally, 
Joseph would need to be put in a position where he would be able to help his family 
during the coming famine.  This is exactly what the Lord did, not in the way we might 
have done it, but in a far wiser way than we could ever have thought.  This evening, we 
will want to see how it is that God gets Joseph down into Egypt, so that He can begin to 
get things ready to bring his whole family down there to save them through the famine, 
and so they could live there until the time was ripe for the Lord to bring them into the 
Promised Land.  He did this in three ways:  1) First, He arranged things so that Jacob 
would love and honor Joseph more than his other sons which would make them hate him, 
2) second, He gave Joseph two dreams, which were not only indications of what the Lord 
was going to do for Joseph in Egypt, but also made his brothers hate him all the more, 
and 3) finally, He allowed Joseph’s brothers to hate him so much that they faked his 
death and sold him as a slave into the land of Egypt.  These were the steps the Lord had 
ordained and was now taking to prepare the way for His people in Egypt, so that He 
might eventually bring them into the Promised Land, according to His promise to 
Abraham.   
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The first thing we see is God preparing to save His people by having Jacob show 
Joseph more love and honor than to any of his other sons.  Now all of us have by nature a 
jealous spirit.  Jealousy is a sin, but it’s a sin we all have to fight to one degree or another.  
We don’t like it when someone is better than we are at something, or when someone we 
like likes someone else more than they like us.  We all tend to be self-centered.  We think 
the world should revolve around us.  We think that we should be the best.  This, as we 
saw in this morning’s adult Sunday School class, is one of the main reasons divisions 
exist in the church.  But this also seems to be the attitude that was in Joseph’s brothers.  
They didn’t like the fact that their father loved Joseph more.  They also didn’t like the 
fact that Joseph told their father a bad report about them when they were all together 
shepherding the sheep.  No one likes a snitch who gets them in trouble, even if their story 
happens to be true.  They especially didn’t like it when Jacob showed his love for Joseph 
by giving him that famous coat of many colors.  All of these things had to add up to 
trouble, and that’s exactly what they did.  Moses writes, “And his brothers saw that their 
father loved him more than all his brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to 
him on friendly terms” (v. 4).  Now it’s true that the brothers were still very young.  
Joseph was only seventeen, and the others probably weren’t that much older, which 
means that they were still young and immature.  People did tend to grow up much faster 
in those days, but there is still a wisdom that comes with age, and they didn’t have it yet.  
But that’s no excuse.  Even though jealousy and hatred are things we all have to struggle 
with to one degree or another, that doesn’t give us any excuse to indulge ourselves in 
them.  What Joseph’s brothers felt toward Joseph was sin.  The Lord never gives us an 
excuse to hate anyone.  We are not only to love all our neighbors, but even all our 
enemies (Matt. 5:44).  We are never to allow any root of bitterness in our hearts (Heb. 
12:15).  The root of bitterness always brings bitter fruit.  On the contrary, we are to do all 
in our power to try and outdo one another in loving and showing honor to one another 
(Rom. 12:10).  But this isn’t what they did.  They didn’t either because they were 
unconverted, or being converted, they had fallen into a weak condition.  But we mustn’t 
forget that another reason they didn’t express the fruits of love was that this was part of 
the Lord’s plan to get Joseph from the land of Promise into the land of Egypt.  He was 
going to use the sin of these brothers to work out His good plans.   

Well, Jacob’s love for Joseph and Joseph’s desire to tell the truth to his father 
about them made his brothers hate him.  But they also hated him because of the two 
dreams the Lord gave him.  This was the second way the Lord was preparing to save His 
people through Joseph.  These dreams were actually prophecies, glimpses into the future, 
to show Joseph what would happen in the coming years.  In the first dream, Joseph and 
his brothers were all out in the field binding together sheaves of wheat.  Suddenly, 
Joseph’s sheaf rose up and all the others bowed down to it.  In his second dream, the sun, 
the moon and the eleven stars all bowed down to him.  When he told his father and 
brothers what he had seen, they immediately understood what these dreams meant.  His 
father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream that you have had?  Shall I and your 
mother and your brothers actually come to bow ourselves down before you to the 
ground” (v. 10)?  Now by this time, Joseph’s mother was dead, so Jacob probably meant 
Leah, or one of his father’s other wives.  But because of this, his brothers hated him all 
the more and were jealous of him.  Dreams were significant in those days.  Very often the 
Lord spoke to His people through them.  This is exactly what He was then doing to 
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Joseph and his family.  The Lord was showing them what was going to happen in the 
near future.  Joseph was going to go to Egypt where he would eventually rise to power.  
His brothers would eventually go into Egypt as well to buy grain and would end up 
having to bow before Joseph to get it.  Eventually, his whole family would come down 
under his authority and protection to live in Egypt.  Joseph, his father and his brothers 
had no way of knowing exactly what these things meant, but the Lord was showing them 
what He was going to bring to pass anyway.   

But the final step to get Joseph into Egypt came when his brothers sold him as a 
slave to some Ishmaelites headed for Egypt.  The brothers had gone out to pasture the 
flocks in Shechem, and his father sent Joseph out after them to make sure they were all 
right.  Apparently, Jacob’s fear of the people who lived in Shechem had worn off.  
Remember this was the same place where Simeon and Levi had slaughtered the whole 
town and carried off their belongings (Gen. 34).  But it was near here that they would 
have their opportunity to vent their anger on Joseph as well.  When Joseph went to look 
for them, he couldn’t find them, until a man providentially put there by the Lord told him 
where he could find them.  When they saw him coming, they immediately planned to kill 
him and tell their father that a wild animal had done it.  The only one who didn’t consent 
to this plan was Reuben.  He talked them into sparing Joseph’s life by throwing him into 
a pit, so that he could rescue him later.  So when Joseph came, they took the robe off him 
and threw him into the pit.  Then as they sat down to eat a meal, they saw a caravan of 
Ishmaelites going down to Egypt to trade.  Judah decided it would be better to sell Joseph 
to these Midianite traders than to kill him.  So they lifted him out of the pit, sold him to 
the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver, and Joseph was taken into Egypt and later sold 
to Potiphar, Pharaoh’s officer and captain of his bodyguard.  Apparently Reuben didn’t 
know that this had happened, because when he returned later and found that Joseph was 
gone, he tore his clothes out of grief.  The brothers then covered over their sin by taking 
Joseph’s coat, dipping it in the blood of a male goat, and then giving it to their father with 
the story that a wild beast had eaten him.  The news made Jacob so sad, that it nearly 
killed him, he loved his son so much.  And even though his sons tried to comfort their 
father in his grief, they couldn’t bring themselves to tell him what they had done, because 
of what he might do to them.   

And so the brothers hated Joseph because his father loved him so much, because 
he told their father the things they did wrong, and because they didn’t like his dreams; 
and because of their hatred they sold him as a slave into Egypt.  Now did the brothers 
really have a right to hate Joseph so much?  Of course not.  The sin was their own.  They 
hated him only because they were jealous.  When we hate someone, they can’t do 
anything right in our eyes.  But this kind of hatred is always sin.  When we find that we 
are guilty of it, we need to repent.  But we mustn’t forget that at the same the Lord was 
working His good plan from the sin of these men.  This was His plan to bring Joseph into 
Egypt.  This was how He was going to preserve them during the famine.  This was also 
how He was going to fulfill His prophecy to Abraham, when He made His covenant with 
him.  Remember the Lord said to him in Genesis 15:13-16, “Know for certain that your 
descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and 
oppressed four hundred years.  But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve; and 
afterward they will come out with many possessions.  And as for you, you shall go to 
your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age.  Then in the fourth 
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generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.”  
The Lord was going to give the Promised Land to Abraham’s descendants, but it wasn’t 
the right time.  The people who lived in that land had not yet finished becoming as evil as 
they were going to before the Lord would send His people into the land to destroy them.  
And so they had to wait.  Egypt is where He would take care of them until the time came.  
God was working all these things together for good, as He promised He would, and of 
course, He is working together the things that happen in our lives for good as well, as we 
constantly need to be reminded.   

But let’s not forget why He did these things for them – it was to bring His Son 
Jesus Christ into the world.  God had a plan to send His Son to save us, and what 
happened to these brothers was a part of that plan.  They had to live so that the Messiah 
could come from them.  They had to inherit the land as a picture of the new heavens and 
the new earth that Jesus was going to give to us.  Even Joseph and his circumstances 
picture what Jesus was going to do.  Joseph was the firstborn son of Rachel.  Jesus was 
the firstborn son of Mary.  Joseph was rejected by his brothers.  Jesus was rejected by His 
brothers and by His people.  Joseph was sold into Egypt because of his brothers’ hatred.  
Jesus was taken into Egypt to escape Herod’s hatred.  Joseph was sold for twenty pieces 
of silver.  Jesus was sold for thirty.  Joseph was thrown into prison, even though innocent.  
Jesus was crucified on a cross, even though innocent.  Joseph was raised to power over 
all of Egypt.  Jesus was raised to power over all the world.  What the Lord has given us 
through the circumstances of Joseph is a picture of Jesus, as well as bringing Jesus 
Himself through these circumstances.  God is continuing to watch over His promise to 
fulfill it, and He is even using the sins of His own people to accomplish it.  God is 
sovereign.  Next time we will see how the Lord uses the sin of Judah and Tamar to 
further His work of salvation.  But for now, let’s pray.   


