
“God Prepares the World, Part 3” 

(Daniel 7:1-7) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen how the Lord used the first three world powers to advance the work 

of the Gospel:   

a.  He used Babylon to disperse the Jews into the different regions of the world 

to prepare the Gentiles.   

b.  He used Persia to bring about the rebuilding of both the Temple and the walls 

of Jerusalem to prepare the stage for the coming of the Messiah.   

c.  And He used Greece to bring a common language, bringing the OT 

Scriptures both to the Jews and Gentiles throughout the world, as well as 

providing a common and precise language in which to communicate the 

Gospel and the NT Scriptures.   

 

2.  Of course, each of these kingdoms also brought their challenges.   

a.  Babylon came against Jerusalem, tore down its walls and temple, and took 

the people away into captivity.   

b.  During the reign of Persia, Haman wanted to exterminate the Jews.   

c.  And during the reign of Greece, Alexander, Ptolemy Philopater, and 

Antiochus Epiphanes, each sought to destroy them.   

d.  But through every one of these world empires, the Lord preserved His people 

and kept His work moving forward.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we’ll consider the fourth empire, the one in power at the time 

Jesus Christ was born:  Rome.   

a.  The Roman Empire didn’t rise to world domination swiftly as Greece did, but 

slowly and relentlessly.   

b.  It’s represented in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream as the strongest of the four 

metals:  “Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as 

iron crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will 

crush and break all these in pieces” (Dan. 2:40).   

c.  It’s also represented by the strongest of the four beasts in Daniel’s vision, 

“After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, 

dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth.  It 

devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it 

was different from all the beasts that were before it . . .” (Dan. 7:7).   

d.  When it was finished conquering, it was also the largest of the four, so 

expansive that the Roman Empire was called the inhabited earth.   

(i)  Luke writes, “Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar 

Augustus, that a census be taken of all the inhabited earth” (Luke 2:1).   



2 

(ii)  In Daniel, we read, “The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the 

earth, which will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour 

the whole earth and tread it down and crush it” (Dan. 7:23).   

(iii)  Rome conquered Judea 60-70 years before Christ.  Soon after this, it 

was established to its furthest boundary and remained so for several 

hundred years.   

 

2.  What we’ll look at are two things regarding this kingdom:   

a.  First, what the Lord did to promote the work of the Gospel through Rome.   

b.  Second, what the Lord did at this time to reveal the glory of His kingdom.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider what the Lord did to promote the work of the Gospel through 

Rome.  With the whole world under one government, there were many advantages.   

1.  The first was the Pax Romana – the peace of Rome.   

a.  It was instituted under Augustus’ rule about 27 BC and lasted for about 200 

years.   

b.  This doesn’t mean there weren’t any battles fought during that time – such as 

the war with the Jews – but it does mean that for most of that time, the whole 

world enjoyed relative peace.   

c.  This is what allowed Paul and Barnabas, as well as Silas, and other of the 

apostles, to travel extensively throughout the world to preach the Gospel.   

d.  It would have been difficult to do this across national borders, especially 

during times of warfare.   

 

2.  The second was the Roman roads.   

a.  Rome built an extensive system of roads for quickly transporting materials 

from one location to another, as well as cattle, people or armies.   

b.  They stretched more than 250,000 miles, more than 50,000 miles being 

paved.   

c.  When Rome reached its height, there were no fewer than 29 great military 

highways that radiated from the city.   

d.  The Roman Empire was divided into 113 Provinces that were connected by 

372 great roads.   

e.  This, along with shipping routes, allowed the apostle Paul free access to the 

whole world to preach the Gospel.   

f.  Again, it wasn’t the same as traveling through many different nations, as it 

would be today, but through one nation:  Rome.   

 

3.  Relative peace and good roads also made for better communication.   

a.  This helped the apostles to get their letters to the churches more quickly.   

b.  It also helped the churches to circulate the letters more efficiently.   

c.  The Lord used Rome to help the spread of the Gospel by establishing peace, 

and by providing better travel and better communication.   

 

4.  Don’t understand by this that Rome was good – it wasn’t good, it was evil.   
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a.  It subdued and oppressed the world.   

b.  The Romans would eventually crucify Christ – in doing this, they furthered 

the Gospel, but without intending to do it.   

c.  They would eventually be an instrument in the hands of God to bring 

judgment on the Jews for their rejection of His Son.   

d.  But they would also eventually perish for their cruelty.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider what the Lord did at this time to make His kingdom appear 

even more glorious.  Under Rome, the kingdom of man reached its height, while 

the kingdom of God reached its lowest point.   

1.  With the Roman Empire, the Lord allowed the kingdom of man to its greatest 

height both in power and wisdom.   

a.  God exalted them in power.   

(i)  We’ve already seen the success He gave the Romans in conquering the 

world.   

(ii)  When Augustus came to the throne 24 years before Christ was born, he 

brought Rome to its pinnacle in strength and wealth.   

 

b.  The Lord also allowed the city of man to reach its height in wisdom.   

(i)  This was the golden age of philosophy.   

(a)  Almost all the wise men of Greece and Rome lived, taught and wrote 

during the time following the Babylonian captivity and before the 

coming of Christ.   

(b)  Perhaps you recognize some of the more popular names:   

(1)  Socrates:  469-399 BC.   

(2)  Plato:  428-348 BC.   

(3)  Aristotle:  384-322 BC.   

(4)  Epicurus (father of the epicureans):  341-270 BC.   

(5)  And Zeno (the father of Stoicism):  332-262 BC.   

 

(c)  They wrote many books as to how man might find happiness.   

(d)  The Lord allowed them to wander in the darkness without the Gospel 

to let them see what they could obtain through human reason.   

(e)  But no matter what they taught, the world didn’t get any better, but 

grew only darker.   

 

2.  The world was at its height, but the church was in its depth.   

a.  The Jewish nation was subjected to Rome.   

b.  Most of the Jewish people had fallen away from God and were living in 

darkness (Matt. 4:16).   

c.  And by the time Christ came, there were only a few who were looking for 

Him.   

 

3.  The Lord did it this way so that the glory of the cross might appear even more 

glorious.   



4 

a.  Rome, in all her pomp, would now give way to an even greater kingdom that 

would rise from a very small beginning:   

(i)  “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom 

which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for 

another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it 

will itself endure forever” (Dan. 2:44).   

(ii)  The Lord would do this through the cross of Christ.   

 

b.  The Gospel would also do what no human philosopher could:  bring man 

everlasting happiness by bringing him into a relationship with God.   

(i)  Paul writes, “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its 

wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the 

foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  For 

indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach 

Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, but 

to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God.  Because the foolishness of God is wiser 

than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men” (1 Cor. 1:21-

25).   

(ii)  The Lord also used philosophy as an open door for the Gospel, such as 

through Paul on Mars Hill as he addressed the Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers, as he quoted from one of their authors to open the door for 

the Gospel (Acts 17:22, 28).   

 

c.  With a small band of men, the Lord was able to conquer the world with the 

good news of His Son.   

d.  In the middle of that great darkness, the Lord shone His light, that He might 

draw the attention of mankind to His glory.   

e.  The warfare of the four kingdoms of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was now at an 

end:  now the way was prepared for the coming of the Prince of peace.   

f.  Next time, we’ll consider a few more things of note regarding what we’ve 

seen in the OT.   

 

III.  Application.  But for now, let’s close by considering two parallels between the 

situation then and the situation now:   

A.  First, let’s not miss the fact that we have many of the same advantages today that 

the Roman Empire brought to the world in those days.   

1.  We have a stable government system.   

a.  It’s true there are many things about our government that we don’t agree with 

– as was also true of the Roman Empire.   

b.  But it’s also true that this government allows us the relative peace and safety 

we need to promote the Gospel.   

c.  While we still have the blessing of freedom, we should use it.   

 

2.  Like Rome, we also have a great road system.   
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a.  In 2008, the Federal Highway Administration estimated that we have about 2, 

734,102 miles of paved roads, and 1,324,245 miles of unpaved public roads.   

b.  Having these roads makes it easier to do the Lord’s work.  Without them, it 

would be terribly difficult.   

 

3.  And we have a great system of communication.   

a.  It might have taken several weeks for a letter to be transported from one end 

of the Roman Empire to the other.   

b.  In Edwards’ day, it usually took a few months to receive a reply from his 

correspondents in Scotland.   

c.  Today, we write a note, push a button, and our message is delivered almost 

instantly.  If that doesn’t work, we can always use the phone.   

d.  The internet has also opened wonderful opportunities to advance the Lord’s 

work of redemption.   

e.  We should use these blessings as best we can to promote Christ’s kingdom.   

 

B.  It’s also possible that the world is ripe for revival.   

1.  The kingdom of man has again reached its pinnacle.   

a.  The Lord has allowed the power of the US and western nations to increase.   

b.  He has allowed human knowledge to expand.   

c.  And yet our knowledge has failed to make the world a better place:  it’s better 

in some ways, but in so many ways it has become worse.   

 

2.  On the other hand, consider the condition of the church:  It is relatively small, 

very weak and uncommitted and largely ignorant.   

3.  Perhaps the Lord has chosen a time like this to reveal His glory.   

a.  To send out His Gospel with power.   

b.  To pour out His Spirit.   

c.  To change the world.   

d.  We should be praying to this end that the message of the cross of Christ 

would go forth with power.   

e.  And as we are looking forward to the Table this morning, which contains the 

signs and seals of His death, we should pray:   

(i)  That the Lord would bring us savingly to Himself, if we don’t know Him.   

(ii)  That He would revive us personally and corporately, if we do.   

(iii)  And that He would send His Gospel and Spirit into the world to bring 

many into His kingdom through the cross of Christ.  Amen.   


