
“God Is Patient” 

(Exodus 34:6-7) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:   

1.  Why should you love God?   

a.  You should love Him because He gave you life.   

(i)  He’s the One who spoke you into existence.   

(ii)  It’s true that you were born of two parents,  

(a)  But they only existed because God made man,  

(b)  Gave him the power to procreate,  

(c)  And sustained him and this world until you came into being.   

 

(iii)  But it’s also true that when you were conceived,  

(a)  At that very moment, the Lord created your soul,  

(b)  He gave you your very existence.   

(c)  You should be deeply thankful that He did.   

 

b.  He’s also taken care of you.   

(i)  Every bite of food,  

(a)  Every stitch of clothing,  

(b)  Every roof and wall that’s ever sheltered you,  

(c)  Every good thing you’ve ever had or ever will have,  

(d)  Has come from His hand.   

 

(ii)  You should love Him because He’s been so generous with you.   

 

c.  And He’s provided salvation for you.   

(i)  When you rebelled against Him in Adam in the garden,  

(a)  He didn’t leave you to die in your sins,  

(b)  And to suffer the agonies of hell forever.   

 

(ii)  He sent the One He loves most of all,  

(a)  To live for you 

(b)  And to suffer hell on the cross for you,  

(c)  So that you might live.   

 

d.  Why should you love God?  You would be insane not to.   

 

2.  But as we’ve seen, this only half answers the question.   

a.  What God has done is only part of the reason you should love Him.   

b.  You should also love Him because of who He is.   

(i)  What kind of a Being is this?  

(a)  That would make you knowing you would fall away from Him,  
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(b)  That would provide for you every day that you hated Him,  

(c)  That would send His Son to die for you while you were His mortal 

enemy (Rom. 5:10)?   

 

(ii)  As Moses tells us this evening,  

(a)  He is compassionate – His mercies are over all His works,  

(b)  He is gracious – He gives eternal life to those who deserve eternal 

damnation,  

(c)  He is abounding in lovingkindness – He has covenanted in eternity 

with His Son and Spirit to provide what was necessary to love you.   

 

(iii)  He is love.   

(a)  His love for what is good and right,  

(1)  His holiness,  

(2)  Is what makes Him do what He does,  

(3)  And what He has done for you.   

 

(b)  Can’t you love a God like this?   

(c)  Shouldn’t you love Him?   

(d)  Do you love Him?   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, let’s consider another attribute that flows from His love towards 

you that should make you love Him even more – and that is His patience.   

a.  His patience is why He didn’t destroy you when you first came into the 

world.   

b.  It’s why He continued to provide for you, while you were in rebellion against 

Him.   

c.  It’s why He continues to work with you,  

(i)  To grant you His grace and mercies,  

(ii)  Why He continues to forgive you,  

(iii)  Even though you sin against Him many times every day.   

 

d.  You should love Him because He is patient.   

 

2.  Let’s look at three things:   

a.  What it means that God is patient.   

b.  How He is patient towards you.   

c.  Why God can be patient.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what does it mean that God is patient?   

1.  Literally, it means that it takes a long time for God to get angry.   

a.  In Hebrew, it’s expressed in this way:   

(i)  God has length of nose,  

(ii)  Or God has a long nose.   
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b.  This is simply a Hebrew idiom for patience.   

(i)  It doesn’t mean that God looks like Jimmy Durante – that He has a big 

nose.   

(ii)  God doesn’t have a nose – He is an infinite Spirit, without flesh and 

bones (Luke 24:39).   

(iii)  It means that His nose takes a long time to get red.   

(a)  To the Jewish mind, your nose turns red when you are angry.   

(b)  If your nose takes a long time to turn red, it means that you are patient 

– you can put up with a lot before you nose changes color.   

 

(iv)  God will endure a lot,  

(a)  He will put up with a great deal,  

(b)  Before He allows Himself to express His righteous anger.   

(c)  Another word for this is long-suffering.   

 

2.  Just consider the history of Israel.   

a.  How many times did the Lord tell them what was right, what was pleasing to 

Him?   

b.  How many times did they break His commandments,  

(i)  Do exactly what He told them not to do,  

(ii)  And provoke Him to His face?   

 

c.  How many times did He send His prophets to warn them,  

(i)  To get them to turn back into the path of blessing,  

(ii)  Before He sent His judgment?   

 

d.  And how many times did He reverse that judgment and turn it back into 

blessing when they repented and sought Him again?   

e.  This is what love does – “love is patient” (1 Cor. 13:4).   

f.  God is love – and so He is patient.   

 

B.  How patient has He been towards you?   

1.  We often read the history of Israel and think what a bunch of ungrateful and 

sinful folks these were.   

a.  They were as a matter of fact.   

b.  But we’re just like them.   

c.  Just consider your own life.   

 

2.  Think about what your life was like before coming to Jesus.   

a.  Regardless of what you thought you were –  

(i)  How virtuous a child you thought your parents had –  

(ii)  You were sinful and rebellious.  

(iii)  What Solomon prayed at the dedication of the temple is still true:  There 

is no one living who does what is right all the time and doesn’t sin (1 

Kings 8:46).   
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b.  There’s that whole time in your life –  

(i)  The part you can’t remember –  

(ii)  When you were very young,  

(iii)  When you constantly cried and complained because things weren’t just 

exactly the way you wanted them –  

(iv)  When you cried every time your diaper was dirty,  

(a)  Or when you were hungry,  

(b)  Or when you got bored  

(1)  (Your swing stopped swinging  

(2)  Or you got tired of the toys you were playing with,  

(3)  Or you wanted a different view),  

 

(c)  Or when you got tired.   

 

(v)  Some of you might think this is cute –  

(a)  You look back on those memories with fondness.   

(b)  But what your children expressed was selfish and sinful.   

(1)  Their needs were legitimate,  

(2)  But their attitude towards when and how they would be met were 

sinful.   

 

(c)  As a former police chief of Los Angeles once put it,  

(1)  If a baby had a gun and knew how to use it,  

(2)  It would kill for its food when it’s hungry.   

 

c.  What about the part you can remember?   

(i)  The times you made life hard for your brothers, sisters and friends, by 

(a)  Being selfish.   

(b)  Not sharing your food or toys.    

(d)  Or the times you lied and got them into trouble.   

(e)  Or lied about someone else so they wouldn’t like them.   

 

(ii)  The times you made life hard for your parents by,  

(a)  Not obeying them.   

(b)  Not respecting them.   

(c)  Speaking harshly to them and about them.   

(d)  Not loving them.   

 

 (iii)  Think about the things you did to provoke God in your early adulthood.   

(a)  The relationships you had with others who were bad influences.   

(b)  The commandments you broke, especially those in the areas of sexual 

purity.   

 

3.  Consider what you’ve done since you’ve become a Christian.   

a.  The times you should have spoken up for the Lord and didn’t.   
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b.  The opportunities you’ve let slip through your fingers to witness.   

c.  The besetting sins you so often fail to resist.   

d.  The times you should have reached out to a neighbor – a friend or a brother – 

to help them and you didn’t.   

 

4.  Have you ever taken a good look at your life?   

a.  Not the one you show to everyone outwardly,  

b.  But the one you know is the real you –  

c.  And wondered how God could ever love you?   

d.  How can He put up with so much and still give you all the good things He 

does?   

e.  He can because He has length of nose.   

(i)  He is patient.   

(ii)  It takes Him a long time to get angry.   

(iii)  John Newton tells us he experienced this in his own life, which is what 

moved him to pen those very familiar words, “Could we bear from one 

another what He daily bears from us?  Yet this glorious friend and brother 

loves us though we treat Him thus:  though for good we render ill, He 

accounts us brethren still.”   

(a)  How many people are there that you don’t like because they’ve 

mistreated you or offended you in some way?   

(b)  And yet how many times have you done the same to the Lord, and still 

He loves you?   

 

f.  Even in those times when He appears to be angry and disciplines you, He still 

does it only that He might work some good in your life.   

(i)  God is patient.   

(ii)  He has been and continues to be patient with you.   

(iii)  Can you love a God like this?   

 

C.  Finally, why can God be patient?   

1.  He can only because of His Son.   

a.  Any one of your many offenses deserves damnation –  

(i)  You must never forget that –  

(ii)  Even the smallest.   

 

b.  The only reason He hasn’t given you what you deserve is because He’s 

already given it to Jesus –  

(i)  When He poured His wrath out on Him on the cross –  

(ii)  If you are a believer here this evening.   

 

c.  God couldn’t be patient –  

(i)  He could only deal out justice –  

(ii)  If it wasn’t for His Son.   

 

d.  When Jesus paid it all –  
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(i)  When He suffered to the full extent of God’s justice for your sins –  

(ii)  He laid the groundwork for His Father’s patience.   

 

e.  And don’t forget,  

(i)  It was His love that provided the Savior so that He could be patient 

towards you.   

(ii)  As we saw last week in Lamentations, “The LORD’S lovingkindnesses 

indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail.  They are new every 

morning; great is Your faithfulness.”   

 

f.  How can you not love someone like this?   

(i)  He is far more than worthy that you should love Him.   

(ii)  No one you will ever love will ever be as patient as He is.   

(iii)  It is as limitless as His love.   

 

2.  Let me close by speaking to those of you who haven’t yet received His Son, 

Jesus, as your Savior.   

a.  God is patient towards you as well.   

(i)  He waits to be gracious to you.   

(ii)  You know He has because He’s preserved your life to this point.   

(iii)  He offers His Son to you week after week.   

 

b.  But realize that even His patience has an end.   

(i)  It doesn’t go on forever.   

(ii)  We already saw this with the unpardonable sin.   

(iii)  The Lord has blessed you with His truth – not everyone in the world 

knows this Gospel that can save them.   

(iv)  The Lord has made overtures of His love to you through His many offers 

of grace –  

(a)  He offers you His mercies;  

(b)  Full forgiveness and reconciliation, if you will only receive His Son.   

 

(v)  If you continue to refuse Him and turn away, you could pass the point of 

no return.   

(vi)  Death is also a very certain reality that will bring to a close the day of 

His grace.   

(vii)  Don’t trade on His patience.   

(a)  He won’t keep His anger forever.   

(b)  Why would you want to run the risk of facing His wrath, when His 

Son has already done so that you might escape?   

(c)  Trust in Jesus, and receive His love and forgiveness instead.   

(d)  May the Lord grant you His grace to do so.  Amen.  

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


