
 

“God Is My Portion Forever” 
(Psalm 73:25-26) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Whom do you love more than any other?  Who brings the greatest delight and 
pleasure to your heart?  What is it that you value more than anything else in all of Creation?  Is 
it a husband, a wife, a child?  Is it a house, a business, a car?  Is it power, prestige, reputation?  
This world is so full of things that draws our hearts out to them.  And it is for this reason that the 
Scriptures are continually challenging us with this question.  But what should be your greatest 
delight and pleasure in life?  What is it that God calls you to love more than anyone or anything 
else?  It is Himself, of course.  God is that One whom you are to love more than your greatest 
love on earth.  He is that One whom you are to love more than any other person in the heavens.   
And why is this?  Why are you to love Him the most?  Well, it is because He commands you 
to.  But why does He command you to?  Isn’t this egotistical on God’s part?  Not at all.  He is 
by far the most beautiful and glorious Being that has ever existed or ever will exist.  He is 
perfect and infinitely transcends any mere creature on earth or in the heavens.  He is the only 
One who truly deserves your utmost admiration and adoration.  And because this is true, it is 
also true that everyone renewed by the grace of God will find Him to be his or her most treasured 
possession in heaven or on earth.  Isn’t this what the merchant who found the one pearl of great 
price discovered?  Isn’t this also what the man discovered who bought the field to possess that 
treasure?  To those who have God’s grace in their hearts, God Himself is the greatest of all 
treasures, worth selling everything you have in order that you might possess Him.  To be 
possessed by God and to be set apart in a most intimate relationship with Him is the desire of 
every true Christian.   
 This is what the psalmist found in his personal experience.  In this psalm, he 
contemplates the lives of the wicked.  He saw that while the righteous man suffered, the wicked 
man prospered.  He prospered so much that the psalmist almost stumbled and fell away from the 
Lord.  He almost chose the portion of the wicked man.  Until he came into the house of the 
Lord and saw two things:  the end of the wicked man as he is destroyed by God’s judgment, and 
the transcendent beauty and glory of the Lord.  In light of these, the psalmist chose for himself 
the better portion, a portion so wonderful, so glorious, so transcendent in nature, that nothing else 
could even compare.  And this is what the Lord would show us through this text this evening, 
namely,  
 
 As a Christian your greatest desire, your chosen portion is God.   
 
 Now notice I didn’t say that it should be God, although that is true too.  But it is God.  
Where there is true grace in the heart, there will be a love for God which will be greater than all 
other loves.  The experience of the psalmist is but one of the many examples in Scripture which 
bear testimony to this fact.   
 
I.  First Notice that When the Psalmist Compares What Is in the Heavens to God, He 

Finds that God Is Much Greater.  “Whom have I in heaven but Thee?”   
A.  After surveying all that the wicked enjoyed, the psalmist turned away from it.  He turned 

because there was something much better to consider than mere earthly treasures.   
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1.  Spurgeon writes, “Thus, then, he turns away from the glitter which fascinated him to 
the true gold which was his real treasure.  He felt that his God was better to him than 
all the wealth, health, honour, and peace, which he had so much envied in the 
worldling” (Treasury 2:253).   

2.  And isn’t this true?  What could you possibly compare to God?  Whom could you 
compare to Him?  He is incomparable.  There is nothing which comes even close.   

3.  When the psalmist stops to consider this, he compares all that in Creation to God.   
 

B.  He Says, “Whom have I in heaven but Thee?  Literally He Says, “What is there to me in 
the heavens?”  When You really Stop and Think about It, What Is in the Heavens Which 
Could Possibly Compare to God?   
1.  Would you compare God to the holy angels?  Are they in any way His equals in power 

or glory, or moral perfection?  Perhaps Lucifer, the morning star, thought that he was a 
close second, but the Lord swept him away to his infernal reward for seeking to honor 
himself above God.   

2.  Would you compare your Lord to the saints who reside in heaven?  Even those who 
are most dear to your hearts, such as those who have departed to be with Christ, cannot 
compare.   

3.  Now surely we highly value those who have gone to be with our Lord.  But how can 
we compare any mere creature with God?  Surely the psalmist had those whom he 
loved who had gone to be with the Lord, but yet he says that he has nothing in heaven 
but the Lord.  Those whom he greatly loved while on earth were but a distant second 
when he considered them next to his God.   

4.  Jesus tells us, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother 
and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be 
My disciple” (Luke 14:26).  Jesus is saying that not only must your most dearly 
beloved be far below God in your affections, but even your love and concern for your 
own well-being must be as well.  When you are armed with God as your chief love, 
and you have died to your own life and reputation, then there is much that the Lord can 
do with you.   

5.  And if the angels and the saints cannot compare to God in heaven, is there any article 
of furniture or inanimate structure which is greater?  Or course not!   

6.  God is greater than all, and He must have your affections far beyond anything which is 
in heaven.   

 
II.  But He Goes on Secondly to Compare God to What Is on the Earth.  “And besides 

Thee, I desire nothing on earth.”   
A.  He Says Literally, “And except for You, I have taken no pleasure on earth.”   

1.  Should the psalmist take pleasure in earthly things?  They didn’t seem to profit the 
wicked at all.  Once their lives were ended, all of their possession slipped right out of 
their hands.  As a matter of fact, they only served to increase their judgment.   

2.  It has been said by a great saint of old that God gives the riches of the world to the 
wicked because He knows that they are worthless.  He instead reserves the true riches 
for His children.   

3.  Spurgeon writes, “No longer should [the psalmist’s] wishes ramble, no other object 
should tempt [his wishes] to stray; henceforth, the Everliving One should be his all in 
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all” (253).   
 

B.  If There Is Nothing in Heaven which Can Compare to God, What Could Possibly Do So 
on Earth?   
1.  The things of earth are of so much less value than those in heaven.  The things here 

are temporal, the things there are eternal.  That is why our Savior commanded us, if we 
would be wise, to store up our treasures there and not here.  The treasures of the earth 
can easily be taken.  And if the thief doesn’t get his hands on them, rust and corruption 
will overtake them.  But those which are stored up in heaven cannot be taken.  God 
gives an incorruptible reward, to His people who will never perish.   

2.  If the things of heaven cannot steal away the affections of the psalmist, how much less 
the things of earth?  Not wealth, possessions, power, wisdom, reputation, popularity, 
nothing will have any value next to God.   

3.  God is his all in all!  And He ought to be to every saint as well.  Calvin writes, and 
how true it is, “How small is the number of those who keep their affections fixed on 
God alone!” (265).   
a.  The world is running after the things of the world.  They couldn’t care less about 

God.  As a matter of fact, they hate Him.   
b.  But how many there are of His visible saints, those who make profession of Christ, 

who are seeking more of these things which are on earth than God Himself!   
c.  Listen to these very insightful words of Joseph Caryl.  “It pleased David, and it 

pleases all the saints, more that God is their salvation, whether temporal or eternal, 
than that he saves them.  The saints look more at God than at all that is God’s.  
They say, ‘We desire not thine, but thee, or nothing of thine like thee.  ‘Whom have 
I in heaven but thee?” saith David.  What are saints?  what are angels, to a soul 
without God?  ‘Tis true of things as well as of persons.  What have we in heaven 
but God?  What’s joy without God?  What’s glory without God?  What’s all the 
furniture and riches, all the delicacies, yea, and all the diadems of heaven, without 
the God of heaven?  If God should say to the saints, Here is heaven, take it amongst 
you, but I will withdraw myself, how would they weep over heaven itself, and make 
it a Baca, a valley of tears indeed.  Heaven is not heaven unless we enjoy God.  
‘Tis the presence of God which makes heaven:  glory is but our nearest being unto 
God.  As Mephibosheth replied, when David told him, ‘I have said, thou and Ziba 
divide the land:’  ‘Let him take all, if he will,’ saith Mephibosheth, I do not so much 
regard the land as I regard thy presence; ‘Let him take all, forasmuch as my lord the 
king is come again in peace to his own house,’ where I may enjoy him.  So if God 
should say to the saints, Take heaven amongst you, and withdraw himself, they 
would even say, Nay, let the world take heaven, if they will, if we may not have thee 
in heaven, heaven will be but an earth, or rather but a hell to us.  That which saints 
rejoice in, is that they may be in the presence of God, that they may sit at his table, 
and eat bread with him; that is, that they may be near him continually, which was 
Mephibosheth’s privilege with David.  That’s the thing which they desire and which 
their souls thirst after; that’s the wine they would drink.  ‘My soul,’ saith David 
(Psalm 42:2), ‘thirsteth for God, for the living God; when . . . shall I come and 
appear before God?’” (265-6).   

d.  What is it that you are you seeking after?  Is it God or the things of God?  Or 
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what’s worse, is it God or the things of the world?   
 

III.  The Psalmist’s Conclusion Is that He Will Take God As His Chosen Portion.   
A.  He Says, “My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 

portion forever.”     
1.  His natural strength and those powers of analysis which the Lord had endued his soul 

with had already crumbled under the weight of these considerations.  They had failed 
him.  He almost fell.  Had not God held him up, he would have fallen headlong into 
the same ditch with the wicked.   

2.  But God did uphold him.  He became to him the strength of his heart.  He says 
literally, “God is the rock of my heart.”  He is my fortress.  When I feel my strength 
failing, I take refuge in Him, for He will uphold me.  He will not let me fall into the 
snare which the devil has set for the wicked.   
a.  And isn’t this what we must realize for ourselves as well.  We must come to the end 

of our own self-sufficiency.  We must humble ourselves before the Lord and confess 
that He alone is able to carry us and hold us up, or else we too will choose the 
world’s portion and neglect God, to our own destruction.   

b.  And God is faithful to bring those things into our lives which will show us that we 
need Him.  He is faithful to bring us out of ourselves, that all our confidence may be 
in Him.  

c.  And this is another reason why the psalmist writes, “God is my portion,” God is the 
portion which he has chosen for himself, forever, because He is faithful to uphold 
him and keep him from falling away after the vain idols of the world.   

 
B.  And This Again Brings Us Back to the Theme:  To Take God As Your Chosen Portion 

in Life Is the Essence of True Religion.   
1.  The Westminster Shorter Catechism, question one, reads, “What is the chief end of 

man?”  That is, why did God create man?  What does God want from him?  The 
answer is, “Man’s chief end [or purpose in life] is to glorify God and to enjoy Him 
forever.”   

2.  God made man to bring Him glory.  But he also made man to enjoy Him.  He made 
man to enjoy Him more than anything else in the Creation.   
a.  This is what we have seen at work in the psalmist’s life this evening.  To have God 

as your chief joy means that you love Him more than anything and anyone else in 
heaven or on earth.   

b.  Jesus, when He was asked what was the greatest commandment, said, “YOU 
SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH 
ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND” (Matt. 22:37).   

c.  This is the essence of true religion.  It is that without which there can be no true 
religion.  But what exactly does it mean to love God?   

d.  Let me close by sharing a few selections from Joseph Bellamy’s book True Religion 
Delineated.  Perhaps it will wet your appetite to buy the book and read it.  And as I 
read it see if these things are in your heart.   
(i)  He says that to love God first implies a true knowledge of God, “for this lays the 

foundation of love.  A spiritual sight of God, and a sense of his glory and beauty, 
begets love.  When he that commanded the light to shine out of darkness, shines 
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in our hearts, and gives us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God; and 
when we, with open face, behold, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, then we are 
changed into the same image:  the temper and frame of our hearts become like 
God’s, to speak after the manner of men:  we begin to feel towards God, in a 
measure, as he does towards himself; that is, to love him with all our hearts.  (2 
Cor. iii.18; iv. 6).  For now we begin to perceive the grounds and reasons of that 
infinite esteem he has of himself, and infinite complacency in himself, and why 
he commands all the world to love and adore him. . . . When we see God, in a 
measure, such as he sees himself to be, and have a sense of his glory and beauty 
in being what he is, in a measure, as he himself has, then we begin to love him 
with the same kind of love, and from the same motives, as he himself does; only 
in an infinitely inferior degree.  This sight and sense of God discovers the 
grounds of love to him.  We see why he requires us to love him, and why we 
ought to love him -- how right and fit it is, and so we cannot but love him” 
(14-15).   

(ii) It is important that we have a right understanding of who God is, for if we don’t, 
we may end up loving a false God.  There are many people today who make a 
god after their own image, and worship him.  That is nothing less than idolatry.   

(iii)  He continues, “Another thing implied in love to God is esteem.  Esteem, 
strictly speaking, is that high and exalted thought of, and value for, any thing 
which arises from a sight and sense of its own intrinsic worth, excellency, and 
beauty.  So, a sense of the infinite dignity, greatness, glory, excellency, and 
beauty of the most high God, begets in us high and exalted thoughts of him, and 
makes us admire, wonder, and adore.  Hence the heavenly hosts fall down before 
the throne, and, under a sense of his ineffable glory, continually cry, ‘Holy, holy, 
holy Lord God Almighty, the whole earth is full of thy glory.’  And saints here 
below, while they behold, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are ravished; they 
esteem, they admire, they wonder, and adore; and, under some feebler sense of 
the ineffable glory of the divine nature, they begin to feel as they do in heaven, 
and to speak their language, and say, ‘Who is a God like unto thee!  thy name 
alone is excellent, and thy glory is exalted above the heavens” (18).   

(iv)  “Another thing implied in love to God may be called benevolence.  When we 
are acquainted with any person, and he appears very excellent in our eyes, and we 
highly esteem him, it is natural now heartily to wish him well; we are concerned 
for his interest; we are glad to see it go well with him, and sorry to see it go ill 
with him; and ready at all times cheerfully to do what we can to promote his 
welfare.  Thus Jonathan felt towards David; and thus love to God will make us 
feel towards him, his honor, and interest in the world.  When God is seen in his 
infinite dignity, greatness, glory, and excellency, as the most high God, supreme 
Lord, and sovereign Governor of the whole world, and a sense of his infinite 
worthiness is hereby raised in our hearts, this enkindles a holy benevolence, the 
natural language of which is, ‘Let God be glorified.’  ‘And be thou exalted, O 
God, above the heavens; let thy glory be above all the earth’” (20).   

(v)  “And lastly, delight in God is also implied in love to him.  By delight we 
commonly mean that pleasure, sweetness, and satisfaction, which we take in any 
thing that is very dear to us.  When a man appears very excellent to us, and we 
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esteem him, and wish him all good, we also, at the same time, feel a delight in 
him, and a sweetness in his company and conversation; we long to see him when 
absent; we rejoice in his presence; the enjoyment of him tends to make us happy:  
so, when a holy soul beholds God in the infinite moral excellency and beauty of 
his nature, and loves him supremely, and is devoted to him entirely, now also he 
delights in him superlatively.  His delight and complacency is as great as his 
esteem, and arises from a sense of the same moral excellency and beauty.  From 
this delight in God arise longings after a further acquaintance with him and 
greater nearness to him.  ‘O that I knew where I might find him, that I might 
come even to his seat!’  Longings after communion with him.  ‘O God, thou are 
my God; early will I seek thee; my sold thirsteth for thee; my flesh longeth for 
thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is.  To see thy power and thy glory, 
so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.  My soul followeth hard after thee.’  A 
holy rejoicing in God.  ‘Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vine; the labor of the olive shall fail, and the field shall yield no 
meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls.  Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.’  
Finally, from this delight in God arises a holy disposition to renounce all other 
things, and live wholly upon him, and take up everlasting content in him, and in 
him alone.  ‘Whom have I in heaven but thee?  and there is none upon earth that 
I desire besides thee.  My flesh and my heart faileth:  but God is the strength of 
my heart, and my portion forever.’  The vain man takes content in vain company; 
the worldly man takes content in riches; the ambitious man in honor and applause; 
the philosopher in philosophical speculations; the legal hypocrite in his round of 
duties; the evangelical hypocrite in his experiences, his discoveries, his joys, his 
raptures, and confident expectation of heaven; but the true lover of God takes his 
content in God himself” (23-24).   

(vi)  Do you pass the test?  I hope that you do.  May the Lord grant that we might 
be true Christians.  And may He grant that we might ever increase in our love to 
Him.  Amen.   

 


