
“God Is Faithful” 

(1 Corinthians 1:9) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  We’ve seen that if you are the Lord’s – if you have turned from your sins and 

are trusting in the Lord Jesus alone for your salvation and are walking with Him 

according to His ways – the Lord has promised to give you many physical 

blessings:   

a.  He said that He will not withhold any good thing that you need (Ps. 84:11).   

b.  He will give you food and clothing (Matt. 6:25-34),  

(i)  A long life and the health to enjoy it (Prov. 3:1-18),  

(ii)  His protection from every danger (1 Pet. 3:13),  

(iii)  Peace with your enemies (Prov. 16:7),  

(iv)  Wisdom to make godly decisions (Prov. 3:5-6).    

(v)  He will give you honor (1 Sam. 2:30),  

(vi)  Make sure that whatever you do will prosper (Ps. 1:3),  

(vii)  Bless what He gives you – your possessions, your household (Ex. 

23:25),  

(viii)  And preserve you from all trouble (Job 5:8-27).   

 

2.  We’ve seen that He has also promised to give you many spiritual blessings, 

which are infinitely more precious:   

a.  Blessings that began in eternity:   

(i)  That He has always loved you (Rom. 8:29),  

(ii)  And chose to save you and make you like His Son (v. 29).   

 

b.  Blessings in the present life,  

(i)  That He called you by His Spirit and raised you to life (v. 30),  

(ii)  Acquitted you of all guilt and declared you to be righteous in His Son (v. 

30),  

(iii)  Adopted you as His own sons and daughters (Gal. 4:4-5),  

(iv)  Broke the power of sin in your life and began making you more like His 

Son (1 Cor. 1:30-31),  

(v)  And that He will make sure you persevere to the end; He will complete 

that work and glorify you (Rom. 8:30).   

(vi)  In the meantime, He has given you communion with Jesus and His body, 

the church, and so in His gifts and graces and theirs (Eph. 2:19-22),  

(a)  He has promised to guide you and help you to obey even when you 

don’t feel like it (Ps. 32:8-9),  

(b)  To protect and strengthen you (2 Tim. 1:7),  

(c)  To discipline you in His love so that you will grow in holiness (Heb. 

12:3-14),  

(d)  To pray for you from heaven (Rom. 8:33-34),  
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(e)  To give you the ministry of His Spirit to teach you, help you pray and 

comfort you (John 4:14),  

(f)  And the ministry of angels to watch over and protect you (Heb. 1:14),  

(g)  He has pledged to help you to be fruitful throughout your life even 

into old age (Ps. 92:12-15).   

 

c.  Blessings in the future,  

(i)  To take away your fear of death when it eventually comes (Heb. 2:14-15),  

(ii)  And to take you to be with Him in heaven when you die, which is very 

much better than anything you have here (Phil. 1:23).   

(iii)  One day He will raise your body and change it into His glorious image 

(1 Cor. 15:42-44),  

(iv)  He will make you stand in the Judgment and welcome you into His 

eternal kingdom (Matt. 25:31-46),  

(v)  And will make the Heavens and Earth new again and live with you 

forever there (2 Pet. 3:13).   

(vi)  This is what He has given you and will give you, if you will only trust in 

Him and walk with Him in the path of love.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  The last thing we’ll look at is how you can know you will receive these things.   

a.  If it depended on you, there’s no way you could know; there would always be 

the possibility you might not serve Him well enough to inherit the blessings.   

b.  But if it depends on Him, you can be certain – this is the last blessing we’ll 

look at:  He will give them to you because He is faithful.   

 

2.  Our text is a prayer of thanksgiving – Paul is thanking God because of what 

He’s done for the Corinthians.   

(i)  He thanks the Lord for the grace He gave them in Christ Jesus.   

(a)  The Corinthians didn’t work for this salvation – they didn’t earn it.    

(b)  If it had to do with what they did, they could never really know whether 

or not they were saved.   

(c)  God gave it to them by His grace – that it might be certain.   

 

(ii)  He thanks the Lord that He gave them the riches of His knowledge through 

the Gospel.   

(a)  The Gospel is a treasure – worth more than this whole world – because 

it’s able to give you something all the money in the world can’t:  

forgiveness and eternal life.   

(b)  He gave this freely to them as well.   

 

(iii)  He thanks the Lord that He confirmed the Gospel in them:   

(a)  By giving them gifts to use in His service.   

(b)  By giving them the desire for Jesus’ return.   
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(iv)  And he thanks God that He will confirm them in the faith to the end and 

present them blameless before Him in Christ.   

(a)  He will not allow them to fall away.   

(b)  Neither will He allow them to be condemned in the end.   

 

b.  Why will He do this?   

(i)  Was it because the Corinthians were such a special group of people?  No.  

Just read the book:  there were not many wise, not many mighty, not many 

noble, but most of them were foolish, weak and base – God chose the 

things that are not to nullify the things that are so that no one could boast 

(vv. 26-29).   

(ii)  He will do this because that’s what He wanted to do, “But by His doing 

you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and 

righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as it is 

written, ‘LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD’” (vv. 30-

31).   

(iii)  And He will accomplish it because He is faithful.   

 

3.  This evening, let’s close this series with the fact that God will finish the work 

He began in you because He is faithful.  We’ll look at four things about the Lord 

that ensure that He will.  That,  

a.  He cannot lie.   

b.  He cannot repent.   

c.  That He is absolutely righteous.   

d.  And that He cannot change.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider first that God will be faithful because He cannot lie.  The author to 

the Hebrews writes, “In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs 

of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so 

that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who 

have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set 

before us” (Hebrews 6:17-18).   

1.  The Lord wanted to show Abraham and his heirs that He intended to do 

something for them.  How did He go about doing this?   

a.  First, He made a promise:  “Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go forth from 

your country, and from your relatives And from your father's house, to the 

land which I will show you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will 

bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I 

will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse.  And 

in you all the families of the earth will be blessed’” (Gen. 12:1-3).   

b.  Second, He made an oath:  “Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham 

a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By Myself I have sworn, declares the 

LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, 

your only son, indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your 

seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and 
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your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  In your seed all the nations 

of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice’” (Gen. 

22:15-18).   

 

2.  What has to be true of God for either of these things to reassure them?   

a.  He must always speak the truth.   

(i)  He must say what He means and mean what He says.   

(ii)  He has to be someone who doesn’t lie.   

(iii)  Abraham knew this about God’s character, and so he received this as the 

absolute guarantee that he and his heirs would inherit the blessings.   

 

b.  God can’t lie, and because He can’t, He will be faithful to give you the 

blessings He promised in Jesus.   

 

B.  Second, and along the same lines, God will be faithful because He can’t repent.  

“God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent; has 

He said, and will He not do it?  Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?  

Behold, I have received a command to bless; when He has blessed, then I cannot 

revoke it” (Numbers 23:19-20).   

1.  To repent means to change your mind, to decide to do one thing, but then decide 

to do something else:  God can’t do this; He can’t repent.   

a.  Samuel said to Saul after the Lord had taken the kingdom away from him, 

“Also the Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is not a man 

that He should change His mind” (1 Sam. 15:29).   

b.  When God decides to do something, He does it in full knowledge of what 

could happen and what will happen – He makes His choice based on His 

infinite wisdom and eternal plan – all of His choices are eternal, 

unchangeable and perfect.   

c.  He can’t be wrong or make a mistake, which is why He cannot repent.   

 

2.  Because He can’t repent or change His mind – since to do so would mean a less 

than perfect outcome – He will be faithful to do everything He said He will do 

for you.   

 

C.  Third, this is simply to say that God will be faithful because He is absolutely 

righteous.  David writes, “For the LORD is righteous, He loves righteousness; the 

upright will behold His face: (Ps. 9:8).   

1.  To be righteous means that you love what is good and right.   

a.  It means to love what is morally pure.   

b.  It means to love what is just.   

(i)  This what God loves – “For the Lord is righteous, He loves 

righteousness” (Ps. 9:8).   

(ii)  That’s why He requires what He does in the Ten Commandments – they 

are the purest expression of what is just and good both towards God and 

man.   
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2.  That God is righteous means He must do what’s right.   

a.  He can’t do anything evil or sinful.   

(i)  He can’t even be tempted to such things, “Let no one say when he is 

tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God’; for God cannot be tempted by evil, 

and He Himself does not tempt anyone” (James 1:13).   

(ii)  Abraham said to Him, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?” 

(Gen. 18:25).   

 

b.  This means among other things that He will never say anything that isn’t true 

or promise anything, unless He intends to carry it out.   

c.  If He has said in His Word that He will give you these things, He will give 

them to you – He must be faithful in this because not to do so would be sin.   

 

D.  Finally, God’s faithfulness is ensured by the fact that He is forever the same.  “For 

I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed” 

(Malachi 3:6).   

1.  There’s really nothing that could make Him change.   

a.  If He makes decisions based on what He knows – and He knows everything – 

there’s nothing that could happen that would make Him change His mind.   

b.  God’s will is perfect and comprehensive.   

 

2.  That means His plans for you will never change.   

a.  He will be the same no matter how many ages of time pass by, which means 

His love and purposes for you will never change.   

(i)  He loved you from all eternity, before you were ever made, not because 

of you, but because that’s what He chose to do.   

(ii)  And now that you exist, now that He has redeemed you in His Son, He 

will continue to love you for all eternity.   

 

b.  What He has promised to give you in Jesus His Son – through whom all these 

blessings flow – He will give you.  Paul writes, “For as many as are the 

promises of God, in Him they are yes” (2 Cor. 1:20).   

c.  If you want to know for certain that He will give you these things, make sure 

that you are trusting Jesus, turning from your sins, and walking with Him in 

holiness.   

d.  If you have, then these promises to you are as sure as the Being of God.  

Amen.   
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