
“God Confirms His Covenant with Jacob” 
(Genesis 28) 

 
 
 

 As we continue through Genesis, we don’t want to miss the proverbial forest for 
the trees.  The overall message of the book is the continuing fulfillment of the promise of 
the Seed of the woman – made to Eve – who would eventually crush the head of the 
serpent, the one who tempted them and caused them to fall from Paradise, and deliver His 
people.  As we have been going through the book of Genesis, we have seen how the Lord 
has continued to tell us more about this coming Messiah and to narrow the line through 
which He would come.  First, He made it clear that the promised One would come 
through Seth, the son of Adam, and not through Cain, who was a son of the evil one.  
Then He narrowed the line to Noah, and then to Noah’s son Shem, and then to Abraham.  
It was then that the Lord made His plan even clearer, as He gave to Abraham a promise 
that included Messiah, as well as what the people who would trust in Messiah would 
eventually have.  The promise that all the nations would be blessed through the seed of 
Abraham was really a promise of the Messiah Himself, for it was through His gracious 
ministry that He would redeem people from every nation, tribe, tongue and kindred to 
God.  The promise of many children was really a promise that there would be many from 
all the nations who would share the same faith and salvation that Abraham had in and 
through the Messiah.  And the promise of the land of Palestine was really a promise of 
the new heavens and the new earth, which the Lord would bring in through the Messiah 
and which would be the final destination of all who would trust in Him.  Of course, this 
promise of land, seed and blessing also had its fulfillment in the birth of Isaac and all his 
offspring, as well as in Abraham’s children receiving the literal land of Palestine.  But it 
was further reaching than that.  It looked toward the future and the blessings of the New 
Covenant and of the consummation of all things.  This promise was then passed on to 
Isaac, the child of promise, and then from Isaac to Jacob.  Sadly, as we saw last time we 
were in Genesis, Jacob and Rebekah deceived Isaac into giving that blessing to Jacob, but 
yet the Lord was pleased to use their sin to bring about His good purpose.  This evening, 
we will see the Lord ratify the blessing of Isaac as He appears to Jacob and confirms His 
promise with him.   
 Now there’s really two things in our passage this evening:  First, there is the 
sending of Jacob back to the land of Paddan-aram to get a wife.  And second, there is the 
meeting of the Lord with Jacob at Bethel to confirm His covenant, when he is on his way 
there to get his wife.  Let’s look first at the sending of Jacob to Paddan-aram.   
 From what we saw last time, Rebekah wanted to send Jacob to Haran, to her 
brother Laban, to protect him from the anger of his brother Esau.  Esau was so outraged 
by the blessing his father gave him, that he wanted to kill Jacob, since he literally stole 
Esau’s blessing with his lies.  Of course, Esau had earlier sold his birthright to Jacob and 
really had no right to that blessing, but that small technicality didn’t bother him.  He still 
blamed Jacob for all his problems.  But there was another reason Jacob was sent to 
Laban.  Esau had married two Hittite women, both of whom were a burden to Isaac and 
Rebekah, because of their ungodliness.  Isaac realized, as his father Abraham had, that he 
couldn’t allow Jacob to marry one of the pagan daughters of the land.  This would be to 
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jeopardize the future of the promise.  And so he sent Jacob back to Paddan-aram, back to 
where his wife Rebekah came from, to take a wife from her brother Laban, one of his 
own people.  This shows us again what we are taught in the Old Testament, as well as 
clearly in the New:  those who are God’s covenant people must never marry outside of 
the faith.  God clearly forbids it.  Paul writes those very familiar words to the church at 
Corinth, “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have 
righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  Or what 
harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  
Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  For we are the temple of the living 
God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be My people.  Therefore, come out from their midst and be 
separate,’ says the Lord.  ‘And do not touch what is unclean; and I will welcome you’” (2 
Cor. 6:14-17).  But even though the Lord has made His mind clear on this matter, there 
are still many professing Christians who have broken this commandment, and they have 
been miserable because of it.  The Christian is a child of the light, but an unbeliever is a 
child of darkness.  They’re both going two different directions.  They follow two 
different masters.  They have two different sets of morals.  How can two walk together, 
unless they are agreed?  If they both live according to their convictions, they won’t be 
able to agree on very much at all.  But what will be the consequences for them and 
especially for their children?  That is a high price to pay for a pretty face.  Well, Isaac and 
Rebekah didn’t want that for their son Jacob.  They knew that he now carried the 
promises of God.  The promised seed was going to come through his line.  And since the 
choice of a wife would not only have consequences for Jacob’s children, but also for the 
many generations to come, he couldn’t marry any of the wicked women of the land.  He 
needed someone from his own family.  And so Isaac asked again for the Lord’s blessings 
to be upon him, specifically the blessing of Abraham, and he sent him away to Laban to 
get a wife.  Even though Laban and his household were not a part of the covenant 
community, apparently they were not as corrupt as the Canaanites and still knew 
something of the truth of God.  The interesting thing is that when Esau saw this, and 
realized that his own wives were obnoxious to his parents, he didn’t repent and put them 
away, as he probably should have, but he went out and married another woman from a 
tribe that was excluded from the covenant line, a daughter of Ishmael.  This might have 
been his way of atoning for what he had done to his parents by marrying the Hittite 
women, but again it was a step in the wrong direction.  This shows us again that it wasn’t 
in Esau’s heart to follow the Lord.  He was far from the grace of God.   
 And this brings us to the second and main point in our text:  as Jacob leaves 
Beersheba to go to Laban, the Lord met Jacob along the way to confirm His promise and 
the blessing with Him.  And here we will want to see:  1) The blessing of God’s guidance 
and protection, and 2) God confirm the promise of Abraham to Jacob.  First, let’s 
consider the blessing of God’s guidance and protection.   
 When Jacob left Beersheba, he came to a certain place, and because it was dark, 
he lay down to sleep.  After he fell asleep, he had a dream.  In his dream he saw a ladder 
which was set on the earth and reached all the way up to heaven.  He also saw angels 
going up and down on the ladder.  And at the top, he saw the Lord.  This vision was to 
show Jacob that the Lord was very mercifully involved in his life.  He was sending His 
angels to earth to guide him and to watch over and protect him.  Remember the author to 
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the Hebrews tells us that the angels are ministering spirits, sent out to render service to 
those who would inherit God’s salvation (Heb. 1:14).  The ladder was the means by 
which the angels were going up and coming down.  It was really a picture of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, because He is the reason why the angels come down at all.  If the Lord had 
not planned to send Christ into the world, there would be no one to save.  All would be 
lost.  There would be no ladder, only the certainty of God’s eternal judgment.  Some 
suggest that the fact the ladder is on the earth and it reaches up to heaven is an indication 
that the Christ was to be both human and divine, and that He would bridge the gap that 
existed between God and man, because of man’s sin.  This certainly is true, for only a 
God-man could save man and reconcile him to God.  Just as Christ is the only door 
through which a man may come to God, so too He is the only ladder by which a man may 
go up to heaven.  This is to remind us this evening that Jesus is the only way to God.  We 
may not come to God through our own good works, or through the mediation of any 
other mediator, nor through any other religion.  We may only come to Him through faith 
in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  And if we do, we also have the promise that the Lord 
is graciously involved in our lives, sending His angels out to guide and protect us, for the 
sake of His dear Son, who laid down His life for us.  And He will make sure that we 
eventually get up that ladder, all the way into heaven, because when the Lord saves, He 
doesn’t save half-way, but to the uttermost.  The Lord wanted Jacob to know that He was 
with Him.  But He also wanted him to know that the reason He was, was only because of 
the promised Messiah.  And here’s where we see the second point.  Not only does the 
Lord confirm His blessed presence with Jacob, He also renews the covenant with him.   
 I’m sure that Jacob was happy to hear his father repeat the promise of the blessing 
to him before he sent him off to Haran.  But I’m sure that he was even happier to hear it 
from the mouth of the Lord Himself, because then he knew for certain that the blessing 
was now his.  The Lord, who stood above the ladder, who was probably the Son of God 
Himself, then identified Himself as the Lord, the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac.  
And then He very graciously repeated the words of the Abrahamic Covenant to Jacob.  In 
it, we again see the three elements of land, seed and blessing, which point beyond the 
earthly blessings to the New Heavens and the New Earth, the spiritual children of Christ 
who would inherit that heavenly land, and to the Messiah Himself who would bring these 
blessings to His people.  The Lord also promised that He would be with him and would 
protect him wherever he went, until He brought about the fulfillment of these promises, 
and that He would bring him safely back to the land of Promise.  As I said before, it’s 
good to know that the Lord will never leave us until He has fulfilled His promises to us.  
There is nothing in heaven or on earth that can ever separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  The work which He has begun in us, He will 
complete, because Jesus has guaranteed it.  Just as He said He would bring Jacob back to 
the land of Promise, so He will bring us into the heavenly land of Promise, in His good 
time.   
 Now the last thing we see in this chapter is Jacob’s response to this blessed vision 
and gracious promise.  The first thing we see is Jacob’s fear.  When he awoke, he realized 
that the Lord was in that place, and he was afraid.  If we really understand who God is, 
this is the same reaction we will have when we realize that God is near.  As we sang this 
morning in our hymn of confession, “We have not feared Thee as we ought.”  One of the 
most important parts of true religion is the fear of God.  It is the beginning of godly 
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wisdom (Prov. 9:10).  The fear of the Lord is to hate evil (8:13); it prolongs our lives 
(10:27); it is a fountain of life (14:27); and it is one of the ways by which we know that 
we have come to know Him.  When Jacob realized that God was in that place, he took the 
rock that he had been sleeping on, set it up as pillar, poured oil on it, and named that 
place Bethel, which means the house of God.  Then he made a vow to the Lord.  He said 
that since the Lord had pledged to be with him and to protect him on his journey and to 
bring him safely back into the land, the Lord would truly be his God, and the stone he had 
set up would be God’s house – or probably the altar at which he would worship the Lord 
– and that of all the Lord gave him, he would give Him a tenth, or a tithe.  It was really a 
vow of consecration to the Lord, that God would be his all, and that he would give 
Himself fully to the Lord.  When we realize all that the Lord has done for us in Christ, 
this should be our response as well.  We should fear Him.  We should vow to be His and 
fulfill that vow.  We should worship Him and Him alone.  And we should consecrate 
ourselves to Him wholly.  This is really what tithing represents.  It is the giving of a 
portion of our goods to the Lord, as the Lord prospers us, as a symbol of our offering up 
ourselves entirely to God.  The Lord has bought us with the blood of His Son.  He has 
made a way into heaven for us.  He has promised to protect us from everything that 
would ever threaten our relationship with Him.  And He has promised that He will 
eventually bring us to heaven.  What more could we ever want?  And what less could we 
ever give Him, except everything He wants from us, our whole self as a living sacrifice 
(Rom. 12:1)?  Let us therefore bow to the Lord and reconsecrate our lives to Him, and 
pledge Him our whole hearts and whole lives, for all of the love and mercy He has shown 
us in Christ.  Let us pray.  


