
 

“God Confirms His Covenant with Abram” 
(Genesis 14) 

 
 
 

 When someone makes a promise to us, it always nice to have that promise confirmed, so 
that we know that the person who made it is intending on keeping it.  Whenever you go to 
borrow money from a bank for a house or a car, the bank always asks for collateral, for 
something that will guarantee that they will be able to get their money back in case you’re not 
able to make the payments.  For a house, it’s usually your downpayment and the house itself.  
For a car, it’s usually your bank account and the car, and if you don’t have enough in your 
account, then a cosigner.  These are some of the ways in which loans are secured or confirmed.  
When two people get married, how do they know that their spouse is going to love them for life?  
They make a vow and exchange rings to confirm it.  Even though in many cases today this 
doesn’t prove to be enough, yet for the Christian it is, with the help of God’s grace.  Now when 
God makes a promise, He also very graciously confirms it, not because He needs to, but so that 
He can strengthen the faith of those who receive it.  Of course, God should never need to confirm 
His promise, since He is the God who never changes, and it’s impossible for Him to lie.  But it is 
possible for us -- since we are weak and feeble --, to doubt it, or not to believe it with all the 
strength that we should.  And so the Lord condescends to our weakness and gives us tokens of 
His grace to strengthen us.  This is what He does for Abram in our passage this evening.   
 Last week we saw how Abram had chosen the Lord as his greatest treasure, and how the 
Lord had blessed him for it by renewing His covenant with him.  This week we’ll see how the 
Lord does two things to confirm the fact that He is going to keep His covenant with Abram:  
First, by giving him victory over a very powerful king and his allies, and second, by sending 
Melchizedek out to bless him.   
 Our passage begins by telling us that there was war between Amraphel king of Shinar, 
Arioch king of Ellasar, Chederloamer king of Elam and Tidal king of Goiim on the one side, and 
Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of 
Zeboiim and the king of Bela, on the other.  The kingdoms of the first four kings, not 
surprisingly, were in Mesopotamia, the place where we learned that all civilization began.  
Shinar was the name of the place where the tower of Babel was built.  Ellasar was thought to be 
just south of Babylonia.  Elam was just to the east of Babylon.  And Goiim is simply the Hebrew 
word for “nations” which shows that this last king ruled over a kingdom that had several nations 
that traded with it.  Chederloamer appears to have been the greatest among them, since he is 
named first, and the others are named as his allies.  He is also the one who is said to have 
subjugated the other five kings.  What’s interesting is that these five conquered kingdoms were 
all in the valley of the Jordan, which was about 1000 miles away, as the crow flies, and much 
further if you took the route over the Fertile Crescent and down into Palestine.  This was a very 
long distance in which to exercise a military presence.  Chederloamer must have been very 
powerful to be able to control these kingdoms which were so far away.  It’s also interesting that 
these were the kingdoms that were shortly going to be destroyed by the Lord after He brings Lot 
and his family safely out, except for Bela, or Zoar, which God spared because of Lot.  Now these 
five kings had served Chederloamer for twelve years, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled.  
And so now in the fourteenth year, Chederloamer and the three kings came out to fight against 
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them.  This won’t be the last time trouble arises from the east.  Israel would again and again 
plagued by armies from the Mesopotamian Valley, because it was the seat of great power in the 
ancient world.   
 Now to further show us how strong these nations were, Moses tells us that on the way 
over to Canaan, they defeat several other nations:  the Rephaim, who were giants, the Zuzim, the 
Emim, and the Horites.  And then they turned back and conquered all the country of the 
Amalekites and the Amorites.  Finally, they arrived at the Jordan Valley.  The five kings arrayed 
their troops against them and fought, but they lost.  The kings of Sodom and Gomorrah tried to 
get away, but they fell into the tar pits and were killed.  The rest of their armies fled to the hill 
country.  Then Chederloamer and the kings with him plundered the cities and took all their food 
and goods, along with Lot and everything that belonged to him, and left.  As I pointed out last 
week, there will always be bad consequences when our hearts go out after the world, instead of 
longing after God.  Lot not only ended up living in a wicked city, he also shared in God’s 
judgment against it, at least he did this time.  Next time the Lord will spare him by bringing him 
and his family out just before He destroys the city with a great storm of fire and brimstone out of 
heaven.  We also can’t help but notice here the principle of sin as it continues to work itself out 
in the world.  Men are becoming less and less content with what they have and beginning to 
covet, to fight, and to steal.  Sin makes men unthankful for the Lord’s many blessings and makes 
them long to take what He blesses others with.  Beware the sin of covetousness.   
 But someone escaped from the city and told Abram, and when Abram heard, he led out 
his trained men to do battle.  In those days, as I mentioned before, there was always the danger of 
others attacking you to take what you had.  Therefore you needed to be armed and ready to fight.  
Abram had 318 men whom he had trained for this purpose.  This shows us, by the way, how rich 
and powerful Abram already was because of the Lord’s blessing.  Besides these men, he also 
took with him Mamre, Eschol and Aner, men who allied themselves with Abram in this war.  
Moses tells us that they were Amorites, the descendents of Canaan.  Now normally the godly line 
did not have anything to do with the ungodly.  But the Lord allowed it in this case, which at the 
same time preserving Abram and his household from their idolatry.  At this point, even though 
the Lord had earlier separated Abram from an idolatrous people, He had not yet commanded him 
to keep himself completely separate from them, probably because Abram would need their help 
from time to time in order to survive.  Now with the help of these men, Abram was able to 
overtake the four kings before they left Canaan.  He also divided his forces against them and 
defeated them, with what appears to be a few men, pursuing them as far as Damascus.  And he 
was able to bring back all the goods and all the people they took, along with Lot and his 
possessions.   
 Now from this first event, I want you to notice three things.  First, even though Lot had 
made a very foolish choice -- to go and live among these wicked people --, Abram didn’t forsake 
him when he needed help, but went out to deliver him.  Sometimes we see the people of God 
make foolish choices as well, choices that will get them in to trouble, and often that’s just where 
they end up.  But even though we point these things out to them, and they don’t repent and end 
up suffering for them, we shouldn’t turn our backs on them, but help them when they fall.  That 
may be the best time for us to help them, for then their hearts might be opened to receive some 
real good.  Abram would not abandon Lot, because he was his relative, and because he was of 
the same faith.  We are not related to one another in the flesh, but we are in the spirit, which also 
makes us brethren, and which also puts us under the obligation to help one another.  Second, I 
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want you to notice that war is not always wrong for the Christian.  When Lot was unjustly taken 
and carried away, Abram came to his rescue and struck down the enemy, showing us that 
military courage is not contrary to the commandments of God.  But third, notice how God 
allowed Abram to defeat an army that those other nations and the five kings had earlier been 
swept away by with such a small army.  It wasn’t because he was such a military genius, or 
because he was so strong, or that those who were with him were so powerful.  It was because the 
Lord was on his side.  God was confirming to Abram that He was going to fulfill His promise.  
He was going to make Abram great.  His seed would possess the gates of their enemies.  This 
was foreshadowing the fact that the seed promised to Abram -- who was ultimately Christ --, 
would eventually defeat all of His enemies and rule over all of God’s kingdom.  Now this was 
the first way God confirmed His covenant with Abram.  But there was still a second, and that 
was the blessing of Melchizedek.   
 When the battle was over, the king of Sodom -- who was probably the successor of the 
king who had died in the tar pits -- came out to meet Abram, and Melchizedek, the king of 
Salem, was also with him.  Melchizedek, as we see from Hebrews 7, was a type or a picture of 
Christ.  He was the king of Salem -- which means the king of peace -- an ancient city which was 
later called Jebus, and then Jerusalem.  His name Melchizedek means “king of righteousness.”  
He was the one who had neither father nor mother, without genealogy, and “having neither 
beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, he abides a priest perpetually” 
(Heb. 7:3).  The author to the Hebrews uses this man to show that there was another priesthood, 
besides that of the Aaronic order, and argues that this was the priesthood that Christ was of.  This 
one who was both a king a  priest -- a picture of the coming promised seed of Abram in both 
these offices --, met him, blessed him, and brought him bread and wine -- which some take to 
signify the same thing that the Lord’s Supper does now --, and received a tenth, or a tithe, from 
Abram of all the spoils, showing that he was greater than Abram, the man who had the promises.  
This was clearly another confirmation of God’s covenant promises to him.  He sealed to him the 
same promises that are sealed to us with the same elements:  with bread and wine.  And he 
blessed him in the name of God.   
 And lastly, we see the king of Sodom offer to give Abram all the spoils, but Abram 
refuses because he had sworn to God that he would take nothing of what he might gain in this 
war, but only what God gives him.  He only asked that the king of Sodom might give to the men 
who were with him their share.  He had every right to take all those goods, but he didn’t, 
showing that Abram was not a covetous man.  He knew that he had a greater treasure in the 
Lord.   
 God confirmed His covenant with Abram in two ways:  He gave him a great victory over 
the four powerful kings of the east, and He blessed him through a king and a priest who was a 
picture of the coming fulfillment of the promises He had made to him in Christ.  The last thing I 
want to remind you of is that the Lord has also confirmed His covenant to you, if you are of the 
faith of Abram this evening.  He has given you His Word which promises life on the basis of 
faith in Christ; He has given you His Spirit, who bears witness with your spirit that you are the 
children of God; and He has given to you His sacraments:  baptism, which is the New Testament 
counterpart to the circumcision which the Lord will later give Abram, and the Lord’s Supper, 
which we participated in this morning, which seal to us the blessings of the New Covenant in 
Christ.  God wants you to know that He is sincere in His promise to give you eternal life.  He 
wants you to know that you will inherit those blessings, if you continue in His covenant.  And so 
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receive His Word, receive the witness of His Spirit, and receive the testimony of the Lord’s 
Supper, the Lord has given these things to you to strengthen your faith and your interest in Him, 
through His Son.  Believe what the Lord says to you and don’t doubt, because faithful is the One 
who calls you, and He will also bring it to pass (1 Thes. 5:24).  Amen.   


