
”God Became Man” 
(John 1:1, 1 4 )  

Introduction: Last week we began to take a look at who this 
Mediator is that God supplied for His people. You will recall that 
a Mediator is one who comes between two parties, who are at odds 
with one another, in order to bring peace. Jesus, as the Mediator 
of the New Covenant, came from God armed with plenipotentiary 
power, that is, with all the power that He needed, to effect that 
peace between God and man. Man by his fall was plunged into total 
darkness and had no means of recovering himself from his misery. 
But God, through the Covenant of Grace, sent His Son to repair the 
damage done, and to reconcile man to Himself. Having now seen what 
the function is of the Mediator of the Covenant, let us now look at 
who this One is that the Father sent to save His people from their 
sins. 

In John 1:1, we have one of the clearest texts in the whole 
Bible as to the nature of the Son of God. ”IN THE BEGINNING,” that 
is in the very first moment of time, when God was pleased to 
create, ”WAS THE WORD.” The only Being that was in the beginning 
before the creation was God. This One was ”FACE TO FACE WITH GOD,” 
that is, He had a relationship of equal standing with Him. But not 
only this, ”THE WORD WAS GOD,” meaning that His very nature was 
that of God. There is only one Being in all the universe that can 
fit this description of one who is eternal, equal to, and has the 
very name of God, and that is God Himself. Here is a clear 
reference to plurality in the Godhead. God does not only have one 
personality residing within Himself, but here we have at least two, 
and of course from other parts of Scripture, we know that God is 
tripersonal, that is, He is three persons, the Holy Spirit being 
the third person of the Godhead. 

by saying that He became flesh, that is, He took upon Himself human 
nature. The apostle says that in this condition, he and his fellow 
witnesses were able to behold His glory, the glory as of the 
only-begotten from the Father. Here is a clear affirmation of the 
eternal generation of the Son, that is, the fact that He has been 
born of the Father from all ages, in eternity. He is the One who 
is full of grace and truth. And it is this One who took upon 
Himself our nature in order to perform this work of mediation on 
our behalf. The eternal Son of God became man. And what I want 
you to see this evening is, 

John 1 : 1 4  goes on to describe this One who is the eternal God 

The Mediator of the Covenant of Grace is none other than 
the eternal Son of God in human flesh. 

I. First, I Want You to See that Jesus Is the Son of God from all 
Eternity and Did Not Become So in Time. 
A. The Birth of Jesus Was Not When He Became the Son of God. 

1. The Bible recognizes several ways in which Jesus is 

2. He is the Son of God by virtue of His birth. 
called the Son of God. 

a. We are told in Luke’s Gospel, that the angel 
Gabriel declared to Mary, ”THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL 
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3. 

COME UPON YOU, AND THE POWER OF THE MOST HIGH WILL 
OVERSHADOW YOU; AND FOR THAT REASON THE HOLY 
OFFSPRING SHALL BE CALLED THE SON OF GOD” (1:35). 

Holy Spirit. 
b. He is God’s Son because He was conceived by the 

He is the Son of God by virtue of His office as 
Messiah. 
a. The ti t le ”Son of God” was understood to refer to 

b. When Jesus was questioned by the high priest, we 
Christ’s Messiahship. 

are told by Matthew, ”BUT JESUS KEPT SILENT. AND 
THE HIGH PRIEST SAID TO HIM, ’I ADJURE YOU BY THE 
LIVING GOD, THAT YOU TELL us WHETHER YOU ARE THE 
CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD” (26:63). 

B. But He Was and Is the Son of God from all Eternity. 
1.  When Jesus was incarnated, which means irfleshment, He 

2. But He is the Son of God by virtue of His being 
did not begin to be the Son of God. 

eternally the Son of the Father. 
a. The Bible says that He has always been the Son of 

God. 

FORTH HIS SON, BORN OF A WOMAN, BORN UNDER THE LAW” 
(Gal. 4:4). 

THROUGH THE FLESH, GOD DID: SENDING HIS OWN SON IN 

SIN, HE CONDEMNED SIN IN THE FLESH” (Rom. 8:3). 

b. ”BUT WHEN THE FULLNESS OF THE TIME CAME, GOD SENT 

C. ”FOR WHAT THE LAW coum NOT no, WEAK AS IT WAS 

THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH AND AS AN OFFERING FOR 

3. The only way that we can understand this is in the 
terms in which it is presented to us, the Son of God is 
eternally begotten from the Father. 
a. 
b. 
C. 

d. 

e. 

11. Secondly, 
Took Upon 

The Son is eternally the Son of the Father. 
And the Father is eternally the Father of the Son. 
In some way, unknown to us, but described in terms 
of our daily experiences, the person of the Father 
from all eternity has given birth to the person of 
the Son, but in such a way that the Son has always 
existed and is not dependent upon the Father to 
sustain Him. 
He did not come into being at any point of eternity, but 
always was. There was not when He was not. 
It is a great mystery, but it is revealed to us in 
the Bible, and so as with all things which God 
tells us, we are to believe it, and hold fast to it. 

I Want You to See that Jesus, Being by Nature, God, 
Himself Human Flesh in order to Become Our Redeemer. 

A. God Became Man, but in such a Way that He Remained both God 
and Man. 
1.  When we think of God becoming man, we are not to think 

that He somehow divested Himself of His Godhood and 
became an ordinary man. 
a. The Son did not divest Himself of His divine 



3 

attributes when He took to Himself a human nature. 
ti) God is by definition His attributes. 

tiil That is, we way that God is light, God is 
love, God is just, etc. 

He would no longer be God. 

away His deity, like a man taking off his coat 
or shoes, is not the biblical picture. 

tvl The Son of God became a man and still remained 
God in His fullness. 

tiiil If any of these things were removed from God, 

tivl The idea that the Son of God somehow stripped 

b. The Son did not even give up the exercise of His 
attributes of Deity when He became a man. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

tVl 

2. Rat her, 

We are not to think of Christ voluntarily 
giving up the exercise of His divine powers 
and attributes when He became a man. 
Christ as to His deity was still all powerful, 
all knowing, and present everywhere at once. 
When He took upon Himself human flesh, He was 
still holding up the universe by His power and 
moving everything along according to His plan. 
And of course, the fact that He is still both 
God and man in heaven shows us that His taking 
upon Himself our nature does not have to limit 
Him in anyway. 
And so Christ did not give up anything of His 
deity in His incarnation. 

His emptying Himself, which is described in 
Philippians 2:5-7, and which gave rise to these views, 
did not mean that He gave up anything, but that He 
added something. 
a. We are to see that this eternal second person of 

the Triune God, uniting Himself to a human nature. 
ti) 

tiil 

tiiil 

t ivl 

In Philippians 2 :5 -7 ,  we read, "HAVE THIS 
ATTITUDE IN YOURSELVES WHICH WAS ALSO IN 
CHRIST JESUS, WHO, ALTHOUGH HE EXISTED IN THE 
FORM OF GOD, DID NOT REGARD EQUALITY WITH GOD 
A THING TO BE GRASPED, BUT EMPTIED HIMSELF, 
TAKING THE FORM OF A BOND-SERVANT, AND BEING 
MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN." 
This is the passage from which some 
theologians get the idea of Christ emptying 
Himself of His divine attributes. 
But what Paul means by this is clearly stated. 
He does not lose anything in emptying Himself, 
but takes upon Himself our nature, and in our 
nature, He humbles Himself even unto the point 
of death. 
The emptying is His becoming a man and then 
pouring Himself out unto death to pay for the 
transgressions of His people. 

b. The Eternal Second Person of the Godhead took upon 
Himself a real and true human nature and literally 
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became a man with all of man's attributes. 
ti) Not only does Christ have all the attributes 

of His divine nature, He also has all of the 
attributes of His human nature. 

powerful, and everywhere at once in His divine 
nature, He is ignorant, limited in strength 
and endurance, and present only in one place 
at a time in His human nature. 

in the Covenant of Grace, that He might stand 
in our place as the head of the New Humanity, 
and do all that we failed to do and were 
unable to do. 

clearly proclaims to be the truth that we are 
bound to believe. 

(ii) And so although Christ is all knowing, all 

(iii) And of course, He did so as our representative 

(iv) This too is a great mystery which the Bible 

B .  And this Union between the Two Natures Will Continue 
Throughout the Ages. 
1.  Christ was God and man when He walked upon the earth, 

but He remains so now in heaven as well. 
a. Christ did not cast away His human nature after His 

b. He sits in heaven until the time of His appearing. 
redemptive work. 

ti) Peter, preaching at the temple after he and 
John healed the lame man, said, "REPENT 
THEREFORE AND RETURN, THAT YOUR SINS MAY BE 
WIPED AWAY, IN ORDER THAT TIMES OF REFRESHING 
MAY COME FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD; AND 
THAT HE MAY SEND JESUS, THE CHRIST APPOINTED 
FOR YOU, WHOM HEAVEN MUST RECEIVE UNTIL THE 
PERIOD OF RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS ABOUT 
WHICH GOD SPOKE BY THE MOUTH OF HIS HOLY 
PROPHETS FROM ANCIENT TIME" (Acts 3:19-21). 

(ii) The heavens must receive the God-man until the 
time of His coming arrives. And then He will 
return in all His glory and every eye shall 
see Him. 

(iii) But it is in His glorified human nature that 
He is in heaven and in which He will return. 

2. But the Bible also tells us that this union between the 
two natures will continue throughout all the ages. 
a. Even after Christ returns for His people and the 

eternal state has been brought in, He will still 
remain both God and man. 

b. The union must remain if He is to continue to be 
the source of life for His people. 
ti) Once we are glorified with the risen Lord in 

heaven, we do not therefore begin to stand on 
our own merit and on our own power. 

(ii) The author to the Hebrews says, "AND THE 
FORMER PRIESTS, ON THE ONE HAND, EXISTED IN 
GREATER NUMBERS, BECAUSE THEY WERE PREVENTED 
BY DEATH FROM CONTINUING, BUT HE, ON THE OTHER 
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tiii) 

t iv) 

tV) 

III. Uses: 

HAND, BECAUSE HE ABIDES FOREVER, HOLDS HIS 
PRIESTHOOD PERMANENTLY. HENCE, ALSO, HE IS 
ABLE TO SAVE FOREVER THOSE WHO DRAW NEAR TO 
GOD THROUGH HIM, SINCE HE ALWAYS LIVES TO MAKE 
INTERCESSION FOR THEM” ( 7 :  23-25). 
The same grace that is necessary to sustain us 
here, is also necessary to sustain us there, 
throughout all eternity. 
Christ’s person and work is the basis upon 
which any of us will be there, and to remove 
the humanity of Christ, is to remove our 
foundation and to cast us away forever. 
No. Christ remains forever the God-man, and 
forever we will be nurtured by His life. 

A. Observe how great this One is that God gave for our 
redemption. He is the true and only God. 
1.  He is no mere man that God has given for us. 

a. It would not be a great sacrifice on the part of 
God to create a perfect man and then to give him up 
for the redemption of His people. 

b. We will see later that this would not have been a 
just substitute for us, for a perfect man may only 
take the place of only one other person. 

c. But it would be nothing for God to give a mere 
creature for this purpose. Something which is 
created does not come anywhere near the value of 
His Son. 

2. He is no mere angelic creature that God has given for 
us. 
a. God did not give Michael the archangel, nor did He 

give Gabriel, who continually stands in the 
presence of God. 

b. Nor did God send any of the lesser of His angelic 
hosts to accomplish the redemption of His people. 

c. Again, there would be the question of value, 
whether that would be considered a substitute that 
would actually be of equal value. 

3. But He is the eternal Son of God, the nearest and 
dearest to His heart. 
a. God did not send a creature to accomplish 

b. Yes, His Son did take upon Himself a creaturely 
redemption, but He sent His Son. 

nature, but He, by reason of His Godhood, is far 
more than merely a man. 

c. He is the eternal Son of the eternal God, He who 
had perfect fellowship in perfect and infinite love 
from all eternity with the Father. 

beyond compare. 
d. His person is beyond valuation; it is a price 

B. And this leads us to the second point, realize the depth of 
the love of God that He would send His Only Begotten Son to 
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C. 

Redeem you from your sins. 
1.  Could the Father have given anything more precious to 

Him to secure your salvation? Could the price of 
salvation be any more costly? 
a. There could be nothing closer to the Father’s 

b. They have a perfect intimacy from all eternity 
heart, nor anything which He loved more than Jesus. 

which far outshines anything which we could ever 
have or realize. 

and in that nature to undergo the sufferings of the 
cross is a wonder to behold. 

look into these things. 

c. And to have His Son take upon Himself our humanity 

d. Even the angels, the Scripture tells us, long to 

2. And this becomes so much more apparent when we consider 
who it was that He gave His Son for. 
a. God did not give Christ in order to raise perfect 

men into the heavenlies. 
b. Nor did He give Him to those who had committed only 

slight offenses. 
c. But He gave Christ for you and me who are infinite 

offenders in His sight. 
d. We are not only polluted in Adam and covered with 

his filth, we also have the infinite mountain of 
sin that we have accumulated in our short stay on 
earth. 

crime against God, and yet He freely sent His Son 
to atone for all of them and to bring us to Himself. 

e. Every one of our many many sins is an infinite 

f. Such is the love of God for His chosen ones. 

Lastly, observe the infinite condescension on the part of 
Christ, that He would take upon Himself a human nature, so 
far below Himself, and continue in that humanity for 
eternity in order to uphold you throughout the ages. 
1.  The Son willingly gave Himself for us; He laid down His 

life looking to the reward. 
a. Jesus, being very God of very God, took upon 

Himself a nature which was infinitely below His 
own. 
If we could somehow be joined with an amoeba, and 
take upon ourselves its nature, this would still 
fall infinitely short of the comparison. 

c. Yet He was willing to take upon Himself the nature 
of a creature, because of the reward which was 
promised Him by the Father. 

d. And this becomes all the more striking when we 
consider what that reward was: it was nothing 
other than traitors and rebels against God; we 
sinners who have been redeemed by grace; we are His 
reward. 

b. 

2. And He will remain in union with His humanity for all 
eternity to keep us in the love of God. This is a gift 
far beyond our comprehension. 
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a. He did not unite for a limited period of time with 
His human nature, and afterwards shed His flesh 
forever. 

b. But in His flesh, after accomplishing redemption, 
He will remain forever in order that He might 
sustain us forever. 

c. The life of God is upheld in us by Christ’s 
humanity now, and it will be forever. 

d. And so He remains both God and man, in two distinct 
natures and one person, forever. 

e. People of God, the Lord holds this truth out to you 
tonight so that you may marvel. Let it humble you 
as you see the love of God exhibited before you, 
and in your humility, serve your great and merciful 
God with all you might, for by this He must 
certainly have earned your whole-hearted affection 
for eternity. Amen. 


