
“Glory Only in the Cross” 
(Galatians 6:11-16) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, Paul gave the Galatians a final warning about following the teachings 
of the Judaizers, or any doctrine that would lead them to trust in their flesh, in 
their own works, rather than Christ alone.   
a.  If they sow to the flesh – as the Judaizers were encouraging the Galatians to 

do – they would not only reap further corruption of soul in this life, but also 
greater judgment on the Day of God’s judgment.   

b.  But on the other hand, if they would sow to the Spirit – if they would follow 
Christ and trust in Him only, use His Word, pray, do His will – they would 
reap strength of soul now, and eternal life in the world to come.   

c.  Whatever they sowed into their lives, they would reap, because God is just.   
 

2.  At the same time, Paul gave us the key to sanctification, to help us to grow into 
the likeness of Christ:   
a.  We must sow to the Spirit and stop sowing to the flesh.   

(i)  We must stop exposing ourselves to the things that cause us to stumble 
and fall.   

(ii)  We must stop strengthening the evil desires in us by feeding them on 
what they thrives on.   

(iii)  We must instead sow spiritual seed into our lives, through God’s Word, 
prayer, worship, fellowship, Christian service.   

(iv)  If we do, then we will reap a spiritual harvest of righteousness, in this life 
and in the life to come.   

 
b.  If we only paid closer attention to this and put it into practice, we would be 

stronger, more spiritual, and much more blessed than we are.   
c.  If we want a harvest of righteousness in our lives, we must sow to the Spirit, 

not to the flesh.   
 

3.  Finally, Paul gave us the two main ways we are to do this:   
a.  We must share in the good things we are taught from the Word.   

(i)  We must learn sound doctrine.   
(ii)  We must meditate on it, understand it, embrace it, own it.   
(iii)  And we must put it into practice.   
(iv)  Knowing more and not doing it only makes us guiltier.   
(v)  But knowing it and doing it makes us stronger and increases our blessings 

in this life and in the life to come.   
 
b.  And we must persevere in doing good, for we will reap if we don’t grow tired.   

(i)  We are to do good to all men:  acts of charity, evangelism.   
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(ii)  But especially to fellow believers:  using our gifts to build them up, 
helping to bear their burdens, being gracious and generous towards them as 
the Lord gives us the means and the opportunity.   

 
4.  We’ve seen how we are to deal with those who have fallen into sin – we are to 

humble ourselves and come to them in gentleness to restore them – and we’ve 
seen how we are to avoid the pitfalls of sin ourselves – we are to sow to the Spirit 
and not to the flesh.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  Finally, Paul draws our attention to the underlying motives, the driving 

principles, the differences that exist between those of the flesh and those of the 
Spirit, what it is both are really after.   
a.  The world can be divided into two main camps:  those of the flesh and those 

of the Spirit, which is another way of saying those in the kingdom of darkness 
and those in the kingdom of light.   
(i)  There are those who glory in their own flesh, their own accomplishments, 

themselves.   
(ii)  And there are those who glory in what Christ has done, in His works, in 

His death, in being a part of His ongoing work.   
 

b.  Our text asks us this morning:   
(i)  Which camp are we in?  What do we desire the most in our hearts?   
(ii)  What are we really after in life?  What do we hope to gain from this world 

and in the world to come?   
 

2.  Paul now draws his arguments to a conclusion.   
a.  Notice something here that show us that Paul considered this letter and its 

message to be especially important:  “See with what large letters I am writing 
to you with my own hand” (v. 6).   
(i)  Was this a reference to Paul’s poor eyesight:  that he had to write with 

large letters?  Perhaps.   
(ii)  Did Paul take up the pen at the end of the letter and write these words 

with his own hand instead of using an amanuensis?  More likely.   
(iii)  Or did Paul write the whole letter with his own hand without the help of 

an amanuensis, because of the urgency of the matter?  Did he write a 
lengthy letter on this topic because of its importance?   

(iv)  We’re really not sure which of these is right, but they all add up to one 
thing:  this letter was important to Paul.   
(a)  It was important because the salvation of these Galatians depended on 

his telling them the truth.   
(b)  It was important for the church as a whole so that we wouldn’t be 

deceived into thinking that works in any way form the meritorious basis 
upon which God accepts us.   

(c)  It is by Christ and His merits alone.   
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(d)  And it was important, because Paul wanted the Galatians to know what 
made the Judaizers tick.   

 
b.  What was the character of these false teachers, what they were after, what did 

they glory in, as compared to himself and all true Christians?   
(i)  They were only after their own glory, but Paul was after Christ’s.   
(ii)  And it showed by what they were willing to do or not do for the cause of 

the Gospel:  they were willing to do only what they could safely; but Paul 
was willing again and again to lay his life on the line, and his scars showed 
it.   

 
c.  This morning, we’re going to consider what motivates those of the flesh, and 

what motivates those of the Spirit.   
d.  This evening, we’ll consider the difference between what each is willing or 

unwilling to pay for the cause of the Gospel.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, let’s consider what motivates those who are of the flesh, what they’re really 

all about.  What does Paul say about the Judaizers?   
1.  First, they wanted “to make a good showing in the flesh” (v. 12), not before God.   

a.  They were only concerned about keeping up appearances to other men.   
(i)  They were very zealous for the things others could see:  the external rites 

of the ceremonial law, especially circumcision, their own works of piety.  
(ii)  But they weren’t really concerned at all about true holiness:  “For those 

who are circumcised do not even keep the Law themselves” (v. 13).   
(iii)  They were doing exactly the same as the Pharisees, whom Jesus 

characterized as being like whitewashed tombs – beautiful on the outside, 
but inwardly full of corruption and death (Matt. 23:27).   

 
b.  The second characteristic is very much like the first:  they wanted to be 

looked up to as spiritual fathers, “For those who are circumcised do not even 
keep the Law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised so that they 
may boast in your flesh” (v. 13).   
(i)  They really weren’t concerned about the Galatians, about their spiritual 

welfare.   
(ii)  They just wanted to glory in the fact that the Galatians were their spiritual 

children, their proselytes that they looked up to them.   
(iii)  The truth wasn’t important to them.  The unity of the church wasn’t 

important – preserving the peace of the body, the bond of love in the Holy 
Spirit – but their own prestige in their own and the eyes of others was.   

(iv)  They said they were trying to further the cause of Christ, but they were 
actually destroying it by teaching doctrines that would damn them, and by 
dividing the brethren.   

(v)  Those who operate in the flesh, want to glory in their own 
accomplishments:  it doesn’t matter what their actions do to others.   
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(vi)  They want to be spiritual fathers, to have followers who look up to them, 
who learn from them, even if they are leading them away from the truth.   

(vii)  It’s good to do good things for others, to help them understand the truth, 
to lead them in the good and right way, but not if it’s from the wrong 
motivation.   

 
c.  It’s interesting that often those who appear to be the most zealous for the 

things of the Lord are those who have the least grace in their hearts.   
(i)  Sometimes we don’t realize it, but there is a popularity contest going on in 

the church.   
(ii)  There are those who want to be recognized as great teachers, preachers, 

counselors, servants, missionaries, spiritual young men and fathers in the 
faith.   

(iii)  Hearing about what others have done for Christ and seeing how highly 
they’re esteemed in the church for their work, sometimes makes us want to 
accomplish something toward our own recognition.   

(iv)  It can tempt us to go exactly the opposite direction Jesus pointed, when 
He said that it was those who are the least who would be the greatest in His 
kingdom (Mark 9:35).   

(v)  God is not impressed if we stand head and shoulders above everyone else, 
as Saul did among his peers.   

(vi)  He is looking for someone who is humble, who loves Him and others, 
and who is willing to do whatever it takes to bring glory and honor to Him, 
and not to himself.   

(vii)  Remember, our goal is to be abased in our own eyes, not exalted.   
(viii)  If we think we are something, when we’re really nothing, we’re only 

deceiving ourselves (Gal. 6:3).   
 
2.  The third characteristic of those of the flesh is that they were unwilling to suffer 

for what they believe:  “Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh 
try to compel you to be circumcised, simply so that they will not be persecuted 
for the cross of Christ” (v. 12).  We’ll be looking at this this evening.   

 
B.  But now what motivates those who are of the Spirit?  What are they all about?   

1.  Paul says, first, they don’t glory in themselves, but in the cross of Christ, “But 
may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
(v. 14).   
a.  Paul didn’t glory in his accomplishments, in his triumphs.   

(i)  The things he did prior to God’s grace in his life as a Pharisee, he 
considered dung (Phil. 3:8).   

(ii)  And even after being in Christ for a while, and doing many things for 
which the church has honored him, he still considered himself the greatest 
of all sinners (1 Tim. 1:15).   

 
b.  He didn’t glory in what he did, but in what Christ did:  in His cross.   
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(i)  The cross is a synecdoche – a part given for the whole; it represents all 
that Jesus did.   

(ii)  The cross of Christ was something the Jews stumbled at, the Gentiles 
thought was foolish (1 Cor. 1:23), the Judaizers were ashamed of.   

(iii)  But Paul gloried in it and nothing else.   
(a)  “But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ” (v. 14).   
(b)  “May it never be” is rendered in the KJV, “God forbid.”  It means 

“may it never come to pass.”   
(c)  Christ’s life, His sufferings, His death on the cross, salvation through a 

crucified redeemer, was all that Paul would preach, teach, hold to 
himself and suffer for.   

 
c.  This is what characterizes those of the Spirit:  they look to Christ and not to 

self.   
(i)  Are you of the Spirit?  Are you trusting Christ’s work, His cross, and not 

your own works?  Is He the One you seek to draw attention to?   
(ii)  If so, you are His.  But if it is self you’re seeking to draw attention to, that 

you’re trusting in, you need to repent and trust in Christ.   
 
2.  Second, those of the Spirit are dead to the world, “But may it never be that I 

would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (v. 14).   
a.  Paul saw himself as having died with Christ.   

(i)  As far as he was concerned, the world held no appeal to him – his desire 
for it died when he was born again.   

(ii)  The Judaizers – false teachers – were very much concerned about their 
secular interests, and made sure they accommodated their religion to please 
it.   

(iii)  But Paul wouldn’t.   
(a)  He didn’t care about their smiles or frowns.   
(b)  In Christ, he had risen above that.   
(c)  He was indifferent to the world, as one who was dead.   
 

b.  The best way to overcome the world and our love for it is to meditate on the 
cross of Christ.   
(i)  The more we love Christ and value the work He did, the less we’ll love the 

world.   
(ii)  The more we consider what the world did to Jesus, the less we’ll desire it.   
(iii)  The more we see how much the world is an enemy to Christ and His 

kingdom, the less we’ll want to see of the world in our lives, or in the 
worship of the church.   

(iv)  We must meditate on the death of Christ and remember that it was on the 
cross that we died to ourselves and to the world to follow Him (Rom. 6).   
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3.  Third, those who are of the Spirit look at the things that are most important:  the 
truth, “For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new 
creation” (v. 15).   
a.  Paul saw the issue of circumcision as really unimportant in Christ.   

(i)  The only thing that mattered was being a new creature in Him.   
(ii)  Here, Paul considers circumcision from a traditional standpoint, rather 

than for our justification and acceptance with God, such as how the 
Judaizers viewed it.  When it comes to salvation, Paul rejected any work.   

(iii)  Paul steps back and looks at it for what it really is:  something 
indifferent.   
(a)  Circumcision, so important to the Jews, was unimportant to Paul, at 

least the outward sign.  The Jews trusted in this, not the reality.   
(b)  What really mattered was the circumcision of the heart:  the new birth 

through Christ.   
 

b.  Those who are born of the Spirit see and hold to the truth.   
(i)  They realize Christianity isn’t a matter of tradition.   
(ii)  They know it’s not just external practices, but a change of heart.   
(iii)  The new birth is everything:  if we don’t have this, we’re not saved, 

whether we’re circumcised, baptized in water, think we’re baptized in the 
Spirit, or think we’ve had visions and revelations.   

(iv)  If we aren’t trusting in Jesus and giving Him loving obedience, we’re 
unconverted.   

(v)  That’s what really matters:  the inward reality, not the outward forms.   
 

4.  Finally, it is those who walk by these principles who will inherit the blessings of 
God, “And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and 
upon the Israel of God” (v. 16).   
a.  The Judaizers believed that the blessings of God were only for the 

circumcised and who kept the Law of Moses.   
b.  But Paul tells us it is for those who glory in the cross, who are dead to the 

world, who don’t trust in their circumcision or baptism, but who trust in 
Christ.   
(i)  Those whose lives are characterized by these things, who are moved from 

within out of a love for Christ, who glory in Him and in His cross, they are 
the true Israel of God.   

(ii)  The kingdom does not belong any longer to the Jews.   
(a)  It was taken away from them and given to a nation that would produce 

its fruits.   
(b)  It belongs now to the spiritual seed of Abraham – those who trust in 

Christ and glory in His cross – not his physical seed.   
(c)  If you are that spiritual seed, the blessings are for you, they come 

through Christ, through His cross, and because of this, you must glory in 
it.   

(d)  This evening, we’ll consider one final argument Paul uses to show the 
reality of his Gospel:  the marks on his body proved it was true.   


