
“Glorify God in Your Body” 
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered salvation as the sole work of Triune God.   
a.  God, the Father, planned and gave the purchase price.   
b.  God, the Son, came to purchase it and did with His own life.   
c.  And God, the Holy Spirit, took that work and applied it sovereignly.   

 
2.  We also considered that God not only provided salvation in its entirety, through 

His work, He is the good purchased.   
a.  God in our inheritance:  beatific vision; to be in His presence for all eternity.   
b.  God now lives in us, and is changing us into His moral image.   
c.  He has provided all this, so that our salvation might depend on Him, and not 

on us.   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  This evening, I want us to see what this redemption obligates us to:   

a.  Paul told us some of these things in our passage this morning:   
(i)  We are to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live righteously 

and godly (Titus 2:12).   
(ii)  We are to live in the hope of the return of Christ (v. 13).   
(iii)  We are to be zealous for good deeds (v. 14, 3:8).   
(iv)  We are to subject ourselves to the governing authorities (3:1).   
(v)  To slander no one (v. 2).   
(vi)  To seek peace, showing consideration for all men (v. 2).   
(vii)  Avoid foolish controversies (v. 9).   
(viii)  Reject those who cause divisions after a second warning (v. 10).   

 
b.  He tells us some of what it obligates us to in our passage this evening:   

(i)  To preserve the unity of the body (1 Cor. 3:1-9).   
(ii)  To persevere in good works, building on the foundation laid through 

Christ’s grace (vv. 10-15).   
(iii)  Not to exalt ourselves over one another, but be humble (4:6-10).   
(iv)  To follow the godly examples we have, such as Paul’s (vv. 11-16).   
(v)  Not to tolerate immorality in those who are a part of the fellowship (5:1-

13).   
(vi)  To deal with disputes within the body and not in front of unbelievers, 

and not to require absolute justice in every case, but sometimes be willing 
to be wronged and to show mercy by covering over and forgiving offenses 
(6:1-8).   

(vii)  To abstain from all immorality, because we have been cleansed from 
these things (vv. 9-18).   
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2.  Christ has purchased the indwelling of the Holy Spirit for us:   

a.  We are the temple of the living God.   
b.  We have been bought with a price.   
c.  We no longer belong to ourselves, but to God.   
d.  Now, we are no longer to live for ourselves, but to live in such a way that we 

bring glory to God.   
 
3.  This evening, let’s consider how to glorify God.   

a.  Let’s consider how He wants to use His purchase.   
b.  We’ve seen several specifics:  the Bible is filled with them.   
c.  But let’s consider the whole subject under two general topics:   

(i)  That we are to glorify God in our hearts.   
(ii)  And that we are to glorify God in our actions.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we are to glorify God in our hearts.   

1.  I would just back up to remind you what we saw in Sunday School.   
a.  God created the world as a stage in which to work out His plan.   
b.  His plan encompasses everything:   

(i)  Including the fall of man into sin.   
(ii)  All subsequent sins.   
(iii)  Redemption in Christ.   
(iv)  And who will receive that redemption.   
 

c.  But all these things were not merely for the redemption of man; they were for 
a greater purpose:  the glory of God.   
(i)  God did what He did that He might have an audience to which to display 

all His glory.   
(ii)  He ordered things as He did that He might show us all the aspects of His 

character.   
(iii)  His glory is the end of all things.   
 

d.  So, it shouldn’t surprise us that in purchasing us, He did so for His glory.   
(i)  To reveal His justice and grace in Christ.   
(ii)  To reveal His love and mercy to poor sinners.   
 

e.  But with this in the background, let’s consider how we are to glorify Him 
personally.   

 
2.  First, we are to strive after holiness of heart.   

a.  Remember, perfect holiness is nothing more or less than perfect love.   
(i)  Holiness is being separated to God, but also from sin.   
(ii)  To keep ourselves free from sin, we must keep the commandments (1 

John 3:4).   
(iii)  But love is the fulfillment of the commandments (Rom. 13:10).   
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(iv)  Being perfected in love, therefore, is being perfected in holiness.   
(v)  This is why Jesus said the greatest commandment was to love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength (Mark 12:30).   
(vi)  The second is like it:  to love your neighbor as yourself (v. 31).   
(vii)  Love is the fulfillment of the law, and the fulfillment of the law is 

holiness.   
(viii)  And so we are to strive to put on a perfect love.   
(ix)  This is why the Lord has given us His Spirit:   

(a)  He shares the nature of God, because He is God.   
(b)  God is love (1 John 4:8).   
(c)  The fruit of the Spirit is love (Gal. 5:22).   
(d)  This is what He works in us.   

 
b.  This love is to be reflected in our thoughts:   

(i)  Towards God.   
(a)  We are to think loving thoughts towards God.   
(b)  We are to honor Him and think well of Him.   
(c)  We are to tear down and take captive every though raised up against 

God (2 Cor. 10:5).   
(d)  We are not to impute evil motives to Him, accepting whatever He 

brings.   
(e)  We are to think of ways we might serve Him.   

 
(ii)  Towards man.   

(a)  We are also to think as well of our neighbor as charity allows.   
(b)  We are not impute evil motives, but excuse and forgive them 

whenever we can.   
(c)  We are to think of ways we might serve them.   

 
c.  This love is also to be reflected in our desires and intentions.   

(i)  Again, towards God.   
(a)  We are to love and desire Him most of all.   

(1)  Again, with all our heart, mind, soul and strength.   
(2)  We are to love Him so much, that by comparison we hate those 

closest to us, even our own lives (Luke 14:26).   
 
(b)  We are to desire His glory in everything we do.   

(1)  We are not to live for self, but for Him.   
(2)  We are to do what we do for His honor and glory, not under duress, 

but willingly from the heart.   
 
(ii)  And towards man.   

(a)  We are to love our neighbor as ourselves.   
(b)  And so we are to desire what is best for them.   
(c)  We are not to hold grudges or desire revenge.   
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d.  The Lord loves this kind of inward beauty, which is why He has given us His 
Spirit to work His holy nature in us.   
(i)  Unlike man, He doesn’t care about our outward appearance, or strength, 

beauty or other gifts.   
(ii)  He looks at the heart (1 Sam. 16:7) and delights to see His image.   
(iii)  “How worldly beauty is courted by all, and what is it?  ‘Beauty is vain’ 

(Prov. 31:30).  The bravest features of the body and the loveliest 
complexion are no other than well-colored earth.  But a righteous person 
has a celestial beauty shining in him.  He is embellished with knowledge, 
love, and meekness, which are of such oriental splendor as to allure the 
very angels.  A good Christian has some idea and resemblance of that 
sparkling holiness which is the Deity.  Christ is infinitely taken with the 
spiritual beauty of His church. . . .  One eye of a believer draws Christ’s 
heart to it. . . .  A saint’s beauty never withers; it outlives death.  True 
grace is like colors laid in oil which cannot be washed off” (Thomas 
Watson, Day by Day, 28).   

(iv)  And so first, we are to be holy in our hearts.   
 
B.  Second, we are to glorify God in our actions.   

1.  If the inside of the cup is clean, the outside will be as well.   
a.  Remember, the Pharisees went about it just the opposite way.   
b.  They thought if they showed a clean exterior, they could convince God, 

others and themselves that they were really holy.   
c.  But what did Jesus say?   

(i)  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you are like 
whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they 
are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.  So you, too, outwardly 
appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness” (Matt. 23:27-28).   

(ii)  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For you clean the outside 
of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-
indulgence.  You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the 
dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also” (vv. 25-26).   

 
d.  Jesus has cleaned and is cleaning the inside of our cups – our hearts – that 

our actions might become clean.   
e.  This is what glorifies Him.   

 
2.  This holiness of heart will reflect in our words.   

a.  Towards God.   
(i)  We will worship Him, praise Him, speak well of Him.   
(ii)  We will not use His name in vain, but use it reverently.   
(iii)  We will do all we can to promote His kingdom and glory through our 

use of words.   
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b.  Towards man.   
(i)  We will use our words to build them up, not tear them down.   
(ii)  We will speak the truth in season and out to reclaim them from sin.   
(iii)  We will tell them about Christ and what He has done to save sinners.   

 
3.  This holiness of heart will reflect in all our actions.   

a.  Towards God.   
(i)  We’ve seen many examples.   
(ii)  We will obey His commandments from the heart.   

 
b.  Towards man.   

(i)  We will humble ourselves and become servants.   
(ii)  We will minister our gifts and goods.   
(iii)  We will give of our time and talents.   
(iv)  We will especially do so for the saints.   

 
4.  We have been bought with a price:   

a.  Therefore we are to glorify God in our bodies.   
b.  Holiness of heart and life gives glory to Him.   
c.  Therefore, we are to strive for holiness above all things.   
d.  I close with this quote from Richard Alleine, “You should [aim] at perfection 

of holiness, and no mark short of perfection should limit or bound your aims:  
‘Having these promises, let us cleanse ourselves from (all) filthiness of flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God’ (2 Cor. 7:1).  Though 
perfect holiness cannot be attained, yet it must be aimed at; though we cannot 
reach into it, yet we must be reaching toward it; though we cannot obtain, yet 
we must be still following after.  Because we cannot obtain all that is 
desirable, but there will be still while we live, something that is before, which 
we are yet short of; therefore our motion in religion must be constantly a 
progressive motion; we must still be going forward, and reaching out to that 
which is before, that our works may be more, and our heart may be better at 
last than at first (Prov. 4:18).  The path of the just must shine more and more 
unto perfect day; grace must be growing up till it be swallowed up of glory” 
(Richard Alleine, Day by Day, 15).   

e.  God has purchased us for Himself:  this is what we owe Him.  Amen.   


