
“From Hater to Hated” 
(Acts 9:19-31)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  The Lord had now finished transforming Saul’s life:   
a.  The hatred in his heart had been replaced by love for Jesus and His people.   
b.  That was all that was necessary now for him to begin to fight for Christ’s 

cause.   
 

2.  And remember, this isn’t a choice Saul made on his own.   
a.  We know it is the sovereign work of God in bringing about the new birth 

through the working of the Holy Spirit.   
b.  And, as we’ve seen, he doesn’t always bring it all about right away:   

(i)  There will always be some measure of conviction of sin:   
(a)  It can be great or small.   
(b)  It can be long or short.   

(1)  The Lord awakens us to our danger first.   
(2)  But He may take some time before He gives us the gift of faith:  for 

Saul it looks as though it was three days later.   
 
(c)  But it must be there:   

(1)  As we’ve considered before, if we don’t see our need for a Savior, 
we won’t be inclined to reach out for the Savior.   

(2)  The Law shows us that we do need Him.   
 

(ii)  The person must hear the Gospel, as well as the Law:  He must know that 
a Savior exists, that God has provided One.   
(a)  He must know who Christ is, what He has done, and what he must do 

in order to receive Christ.   
(1)  We might be tempted to think Saul didn’t hear the Gospel, but we 

would be wrong.   
(2)  He probably heard it from Stephen when he argued with him.   
(3)  He undoubtedly heard it again from Stephen when Stephen made 

his defense – Saul was there.   
 

(b)  There are exceptions, such as when the Lord intends to save someone 
who will never be able to hear and understand the Gospel:  such as 
those whom He’s elected among the mentally challenged or among 
those babies who die in infancy.   

(c)  But outside of these two exceptions, we have no reason to believe that 
anyone can be saved apart from hearing the Gospel.   
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(iii)  And of course, the person must respond to the Gospel by receiving 
Christ:   
(a)  He must trust in Him alone for His righteousness and atoning death.   
(b)  He must turn from his sins, submit to Jesus, and follow Him wherever 

He leads.   
(c)  Since a person may only do this as the result of the New Birth, it’s 

certainly possible to hear the Gospel and be converted right away, or to 
be converted at a later time:  whatever the Lord wills.   

(d)  In Saul’s case, there was a time lapse:   
(1)  He heard the Gospel.   
(2)  But it wasn’t until he had finished persecuting the Jerusalem 

church that the Lord converted him on the road to Damascus.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Having converted him, we see there was an immediate change:   
a.  After spending some time with the disciples, he immediately began to preach 

Jesus in the synagogues, saying that He was the Son of God.   
b.  At first, the Jews were too astonished to do anything about it, not believing 

that such a change was possible.   
c.  But when the shock wore off, they tried to do away with him.   
d.  Paul escaped and later made his way to Jerusalem where he continued to do 

the work Christ called him to do.   
e.  But when they tried to kill him there, the disciples sent him away to Tarsus 

that he might continue his work and that his life might be spared.   
 

2.  This evening, we’re going to consider the difference Christ makes with regard to 
our relationship with the world, as a reminder of what the world thinks of 
Christians.  What we’ll want to look at are three things:   
a.  First, at the obvious difference Jesus Christ made in the life of Saul:  the one 

who hated Jesus now became one of his most ardent and faithful servants.   
b.  Second, at the obvious difference in the way the world treated Saul after he 

came to Jesus Christ:  the Jews used to see Saul as their champion, now they 
wanted to kill him.   

c.  Finally, we see the strife between the church and the world lessen for a time, 
now with the church’s greatest persecutor – Saul – converted, and with the 
greatest target of the world’s persecution – again Saul – now out of the area.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the obvious difference Jesus Christ made in the life of Saul:  
the one who hated Jesus now became one of his most ardent and faithful servants.   
1.  He immediately began to spend time with the disciples at Damascus (v. 19).   

a.  Those who are adopted into the family of God begin to see God’s family as 
their own.   

b.  They share the same nature as God, and as they see that image of God in each 
other, they are drawn to them.   
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c.  They like to spend time with each other, since they have so much in common 
and want to talk about the same things.   

d.  We should wonder about the state of our hearts if we enjoy the company of 
the world over the company of fellow believers.   

 
2.  In this fellowship, it didn’t take long for Saul to mature to the place where he 

was ready for service.   
a.  Those three days of reflection and his time with the disciples helped him to 

see how Christ fulfilled the OT prophecies, that He was the Messiah.   
b.  The Spirit was so strongly at work in his heart, that he immediately began to 

preach Christ, as the Son of God (Gal. 1:15):   
(i)  First, in the synagogues:  wherever the Gospel went, if there were Jews 

present, they had to hear the Gospel first.   
(ii)  Saul used to argue against the Christians who came into the synagogues 

and tried to get them to blaspheme (Acts 26:11), now he was arguing for 
them, facing the enemies of Christ now as a friend.   

(iii)  He showed them how Christ fulfilled the prophecies, that there was 
salvation in no one else, that they must believe on Him if they were to be 
saved (2 Cor. 4:5-6).   

 
c.  All who heard him were amazed by the change (v. 21).   

(i)  Wasn’t this the one who had destroyed all who called on this name in 
Jerusalem and who had come to Damascus to do the same?   

(ii)  And yet now he was calling calls on this name and was trying to 
persuade others to do the same:   
(a)  The power of a changed life is a tremendous testimony to Christ, 

which is why when we are first saved we can do a lot of good to those 
who knew us.   

(b)  After a while, the shock value is gone, since we’re now known as 
Christians.   

(c)  Undoubtedly, many who saw Saul had the truth of the Gospel 
confirmed to them – Christ really can change lives.  He not only has 
power over men’s bodies, but their hearts and souls as well.   

 
d.  He continued to grow stronger in his ability to defend the Gospel and was 

confounding the Jews proving that Jesus is the Christ (v. 22).   
(i)  He not only preached the truth, he also defended it.   
(ii)  His strength continued to increased, as he became more knowledgeable 

in the Gospel and as his love for Christ continued to grow.   
(iii)  Undoubtedly there were some who knew him before who condemned 

him as a traitor.  But the more they condemned him, the more he 
persevered.    

(iv)  He silenced those who accused him, refuted them with the wisdom of 
God, put them to shame as he answered irrefutably their arguments, as 
Stephen once did when Saul confronted him.   

(v)  He proved that Jesus is the Messiah.   
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(vi)  Through his ministry, we have reason to suspect that many were brought 
savingly to Christ.   

(vii)  Quite a change from what once was true about Saul.   
 

B.  Second, let’s consider the obvious difference in the way the world treated Saul 
after he came to Jesus Christ:   
1.  The Jews of Damascus tried to kill him (v. 23).   

a.  Not only because he was a powerful and successful preacher, but because he 
had been such a zealous supporter of Judaism and had deserted to 
Christianity, which was a powerful testimony against them and for Christ.   

b.  And so the Jews watched the gates day and night to catch him that they might 
kill him (v. 24):   
(i)  The one who hated and killed Christians was now one they both hated and 

wanted to kill.   
(ii)  They even stirred the governor up against him so that the gates might be 

guarded.   
(iii)  “In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city 

of the Damascenes in order to seize me, and I was let down in a basket 
through a window in the wall, and so escaped his hands” (2 Cor. 11:32-
33).   

(iv)  Paul was beginning to realize the great things he must suffer for the 
name of Christ (v. 16).   

(v)  As soon as Paul became a Christian, he began to preach, and as soon as 
he began to preach, he began to suffer.  When the Lord gives great grace, 
He also brings great trials to humble us.   

 
c.  But Paul was delivered:   

(i)  He discovered their plot against him – either someone overheard them 
and told Saul, or the Lord revealed it to him.   

(ii)  And so the disciples helped him escape by lowering him in a large basket 
through a window in the wall.   

(iii)  When we do the Lord’s work, we will have to face trial and temptation.  
But the Lord knows how to deliver His people from both.   

 
2.  When he came to Jerusalem, he met with the same difficulties.   

a.  This seems to be a trip to Jerusalem before the one mentioned in Galatians, 
when he saw only Peter and James and stayed there for fifteen days (Gal. 
1:18).  On this trip, he seems to have been here longer than fifteen days and 
was brought to the apostles.   

b.  We read that when he came, he tried to associate with the disciples, wanting 
their fellowship and help, but they were afraid of him.   
(i)  It seemed that both Jews and Christians had abandoned him.   
(ii)  They didn’t think he was a disciple, but perhaps a spy, a wolf in sheep’s 

clothing.  Maybe it was a great plan to expose and capture the apostles.   
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(iii)  We do need to be careful whom we admit into the communion of the 
church.  We don’t want to be overly suspicious, but on the other hand we 
don’t want to be foolish.   

(iv)  However, it is always best to err on the side of charity.  This is what 
Barnabas did as he took him by the hand, brought him to the apostles, told 
them how Christ appeared to him, and how he had spoken out boldly for 
Christ at Damascus:   
(a)  How he knew more about Saul than the others, we don’t know.  But he 

was convinced that Saul was a brother and did his best to convince the 
others.   

(b)  What Barnabas did was good, and we should follow his example.   
 

c.  But his enemies didn’t care for this as they saw him going out and coming in 
with the apostles:   
(i)  He spoke out boldly in the name of Christ and this further enraged them.   
(ii)  The Hellenistic Jews were the most offended because he had been one of 

them, but now he was arguing against them as Stephen once had, and like 
Stephen were not able to overcome the wisdom with which he spoke.   

(iii)  The Spirit of the Lord was taking his natural strengths – which before 
were directed against Christianity – now to defend it.   

(iv)  When the couldn’t overcome his arguments, they also tried to kill him as 
they had Stephen.   

(v)  But when the brethren discovered the plot against him, they took him to 
Caesarea.   
(a)  Certainly they cared about Saul, but also wanted to prevent another 

persecution like that started with the death of Stephen.   
(b)  As one once said, “He who fights and runs away, lives to fight another 

day,” and, “He that flies may fight again.”   
 

(vi)  So that we don’t think that Saul ran away merely to save himself, we 
have his testimony later that Christ told him to do this:  “It happened when 
I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I fell into a 
trance, and I saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste, and get out of Jerusalem 
quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.’  And I 
said, ‘Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after 
another I used to imprison and beat those who believed in You.  And when 
the blood of Your witness Stephen was being shed, I also was standing by 
approving, and watching out for the coats of those who were slaying him.’ 
And He said to me, ‘Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles’” 
(Acts 22:17-21).   

(vii)  And so he left Jerusalem that he might begin to serve at Tarsus, his own 
home town, more safely than in Jerusalem.   

(viii)  The Lord protects those whom He calls to the work until their work is 
finished.   
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C.  Finally, we see the strife between the church and the world lessen for a time, as 
now the hater has been converted and the hated is now out of reach.  “So the church 
throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and 
going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued 
to increase” (v. 31).   
1.  The Lord gave a calm after the storm:   

a.  The Lord said we should expect trouble, but not that the trouble would 
always last.   

b.  The Lord was allowing them a time to breathe, to prepare for the next 
encounter, to advance the work.   

c.  Notice the place where the church was then located:  Judea, Galilee and 
Samaria.   
(i)  Again, we’re on the eve of the Gospel going out now to the Gentiles:  a 

considerable amount of work had already been accomplished.   
(ii)  Of course there were still Jews living throughout the Roman empire that 

needed to be reached, and they would be evangelized first.  But the Gospel 
would now be going out to the Gentiles as well as the Jews continued to 
reject it.   

 
2.  But the church wasn’t idle during this time:   

a.  They were being built up in the most holy faith, increasing in knowledge and 
grace.   

b.  They continued on in the fear of the Lord:  living a holy life as an example 
and witness to others.   

c.  And they walked in the comfort of the Holy Spirit:  He filled them with peace 
and joy in believing.   

d.  When we fear the Lord and turn from evil, then we experience the blessings 
of the fullness of the Spirit.   

e.  And the Lord continued to bless His church with growth.   
f.  When the persecution ends, this isn’t the time to give up, but to use the 

additional time and energy to keep pressing forward in the service of Christ.   
g.  Next week, the focus shifts to Peter for a time and moves us further towards 

the bringing in of the Gentiles.  Amen.   


