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 Reference: REV 2:12-17 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 7/9/2000 

Letter to the church in Pergamum 
 
Purpose: To show: the dangers of compromise and tolerance of sin in the 
church and that the church is responsible to act to keep itself pure.  Even faithful 
churches can be threatened by tolerance of sin. 
 

1. Introduction 
3rd of letters to churches – Pergamum 
So far have seen Ephesus – sound but left their love 
Smyrna – about to suffer great persecution 
Encouraged to look to eternal things for their comfort 
Pergamum was another wealthy city 
A capital city under Rome 
20 miles inland from Smyrna 
120,000 people, famous for university library 
Much idolatry – Roman Cult, altar of Zeus 
Asclepius, god of healing – serpent 
Hardest place in Asia to be a believer 
 
Letter is all about compromise in the church 
Important lessons for us from God's Word 
Will look at Praise for Pergamum 
Problems in Pergamum 
Promises to Pergamum 

2. Praise for Pergamum 
Once again, “I know”.  Knows works and where they live 
Lived where Satan has his throne and where he dwells vs 13 
Church was in the middle of all this wickedness  
Held to His name - His revelation to them -  
"Did not deny MY faith" - true to all the teaching of the Gospel 
Faithful even when Antipas was martyred vs 13 
Had been through the trial Smyrna was to face 

Had been faithful at the cost of their lives 
And remained faithful 
 
We are living increasingly in a land where Satan rules 
Growing in power and influence as we turn from God 
What does the Lord say about Grace? 
"look at the place where they live - how awful, sinful 
And yet they are faithful to me! 
True to My teaching - the Bible 
They would lay down their lives for me 
If some were killed for My Name, they would stay firm" 
Is that how Jesus speaks of us? 
Do we love Him enough to die for Him? He did for us! 
Are we so concerned to be faithful - are you an Antipas? 
I know you wouldn't say "Caesar is Lord" with your lips 
"I love Money - I want more and more of it!" 
But what does your life say?  Who is your Lord? 
Satan is on the throne in this land 
Who is on the throne in your life? 
Pergamum was faithful to death, and the Lord says, "I know!" 

3. Problems in Pergamum 
Yet there were problems in the church 
Need to spend a little time understanding what the passage says 
First - only one group of troublemakers at Pergamum 
Vs 15 So - Thus - in the same way 
Just as the Israelites had Balaam, you have the Nicolaitans 
Remember Balaam?  Hired to curse but blessed 
Taught Balak to lead Israel astray 
To eat idol meat and commit sexual immorality 
Both forbidden by Church in Jerusalem Council 

Acts 15:29 You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from 
the meat of strangled animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to 
avoid these things.  Farewell. (NIV) 

Meats issue clarified by Paul to Corinthians 
1 Corinthians 10:27-28 If one of the unbelievers invites you and you want to 
go, eat anything that is set before you without asking questions for 
conscience’ sake. 28 But if anyone says to you, “This is meat sacrificed to 
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idols,” do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and for 
conscience’ sake; 
1 Corinthians 8:4-13 Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to 
idols, we know that there is no such thing as an idol in the world, and that 
there is no God but one. 5 For even if there are so-called gods whether in 
heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and many lords, 6 yet for 
us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for 
Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist 
through Him. 7 However not all men have this knowledge; but some, being 
accustomed to the idol until now, eat food as if it were sacrificed to an idol; 
and their conscience being weak is defiled. 8 But food will not commend us to 
God; we are neither the worse if we do not eat, nor the better if we do eat. 9 
But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling 
block to the weak. 10 For if someone sees you, who have knowledge, dining in 
an idol’s temple, will not his conscience, if he is weak, be strengthened to eat 
things sacrificed to idols? 11 For through your knowledge he who is weak is 
ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died. 12 And so, by sinning against 
the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 
Christ. 13 Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never eat 
meat again, so that I will not cause my brother to stumble. 

Inadvertent eating not a sin – the believers conscience clear 
But deliberate indulging in idol food dangerous for self & others 
The problem in Pergamum was clearly sinful – Jesus condemns it 
Not a matter of conscience or unwise behavior 
Clearly they knew the food was idol food and yet they ate 
Knowingly indulged themselves in things offered to idols – to Satan 
Engaged in worldliness and open, sexual sin 
Taught others to do the same – by word or example 
Did it to be accepted in the world 
 
Temptations for believers were very great in Pergamum 
Hard not to be affected at the time - every trade had its god 
lose job if not take part in festivals involving idol food & immorality 
Gained favours from pagans if they did 
Pragmatic approach – I am in control – I can do this 
I know the idols are false but I have to do this or I’ll be ostracized 
And of course these things were attractive to the flesh 
They were desirable pursuits 
So it made it easierto listen to the rationalization 
 
The passage calls this a "trap" (stumbling block) 
It was laid for the church by Satan and they were falling into it 
This teaching ruined souls and ruined churches 

Just as it ruined the Israelites when Balak introduced it. 
They sacrificed to idols and intermarried with the world 
Removed the distinctive – holiness & separation 
Destroyed the witness of God’s people 
Brought dishonor on God’s Name 
Made shipwreck of their souls 
No wonder Jesus hates the practices of the Nicolaitans (2:6) 
 
But Pergamum was not alive to this danger as a church 
It tolerated this open sin in its membership 2:14 
It should have exercised discipline over them but did not 
The church must be kept pure 
This lack of discipline was a sin by the whole church 
The leaders and whole church are ordered to repent (16) 
How?  By removing the sinners from among them!  
 
Any Nicolaitans here?   
Christian - doing something wrong to be accepted in the world? 
Encouraging others to try it too? 
Get there slowly - not usually a big leap 
Little by little you dethrone Christ 
Little by little you listen to the god of this world 
 
Young believers – a word to you 
You have professed Christ as Lord and Savior 
How are you coping with temptation to conform? 
You are concerned to fit in – but with whom? 
Concerned to be accepted –on whose terms, the Lord’s or theirs? 
You choose your clothes and spend time on your appearance 
But whose ideas and fashions are you following? 
The Lord’s or the world’s? 
Will you only be accepted by your friends if you look cute? 
Will they reject you if you don’t conform?  What sort of friends? 
The Bible says true beauty is an inward, spiritual thing 
Would you ask the Lord if He thought your outfit was cute? 
You listen to the radio and can quote the words from songs 
You admire the artists 
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Have you thought about whose message is in those words? 
Is it the Lord’s or the worlds? 
Can you quote God’s word as easily as you quote from pop songs? 
Would you have Jesus sit with you and listen to the radio? 
You watch movies on TV, accept the world’s ratings for suitability 
Have you thought about the message those movies are teaching? 
Is it the Lord’s or the world’s? 
Would you have Jesus watch the movies with you? 
You come to church but what do you look forward to more 
Worshipping the Lord or hanging out with the others? 
It is difficult not to do these things – you might be rejected 
And they are very attractive to the flesh 
So its easy to listen to the rationalizations 
They can’t harm me – I’m in control – I can do this 
But are you growing in Christ? 
Where is your hunger for His word? 
Where is your desire to serve Him? 
Can others follow your example without harm to their souls? 
 
Adults – where have you compromised? 
Have you tried to be at home in the world and also in the church? 
Where have you taken the line of least resistance? 
Followed the world’s ways to be accepted in the world 
Where have you chosen the pleasures of sin for a moment 
Rather than to be ill-treated with the people of God? 
What about your clothes, movies, radio 
Focused on YP because they are most impressionable 
But you have the means to indulge compromise 
Have you dome it? 
Where is your hunger for His word? 
Where is your desire to serve Him? 
Can others follow your example without harm to their souls? 
 
Scripture teaches we are to be holy  
To separate ourselves from all worldliness & sin 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what 
partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light 
with darkness?  15 Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a 

believer in common with an unbeliever?  16 Or what agreement has the 
temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God 
said,  “I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. 
17 “Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord.  
“And do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you. 18 “And I will be a 
father to you,  And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” Says the Lord 
Almighty.  

So many churches and believers tolerate open sin now 
Accept worldly living by members.  Shall we? 
We must act when we see open sin in ourselves or in the church 
If we don't do something, the Lord will 
He will judge the sinners (vs 16) 
They will be judged by the Word of God - the sword 
But the church will also know His discipline for its tolerance 
How we need to pray for one another! 
We have an enemy who longs for us to fall into His trap 
Let's not give in to him! 

4. Promises to Pergamum (vs 17) 
He who overcomes - hidden manna - Christ - living bread 
Won't eat this idol rubbish any more, but real food for the soul 
Christ Himself will be their food and drink! 
White stone, new name 
Many explanations.  Best - the believer is the stone,  
made pure (dazzling white) imperishable, enduring (stone) 
New name of Christ written on it - only believers know it 
Mark of ownership and everlasting relationship 

5. Conclusions 
Contrast with Ephesus - sound but lacking love 
Pergamum was sound in doctrine but tolerating open worldliness  
We need to be sound, to love Christ and keep ourselves pure 
Copy the faithfulness of the members at Pergamum 
The warmth of their love - even to death 
Copy the soundness and hard work of the Ephesians 
Jesus must be our Lord - members & church 


