
“Biblical Forgiveness” 

(Micah 6:8) 

 

 

 

I.  What does it mean to forgive?   

A.  The English word comes from a Greek word meaning “to send off” or “away,”” let go”; 

“abandon,” “leave behind.”   

B.  From here we get the idea of sending offenses away, letting them go, abandoning them, 

leaving them behind:  forgiving, pardoning, cancelling the debt.   

C.  We see this in Biblical expressions of the Lord’s forgiveness:   

1.  The psalmist expresses the forgiveness the Lord gives in terms of sending our sins away 

and separating them from us as far as possible:  “For as high as the heavens are above 

the earth, so great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.  As far as the east 

is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:11-12).   

2.  Micah speaks of them being placed in the deepest recesses of the sea:  “He will again 

have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot.  Yes, You will cast all 

their sins into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19).   

3.  He says through Jeremiah that He will forget them:  “‘They will not teach again, each 

man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, “Know the LORD,” for they will all 

know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,’ declares the LORD, ‘for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more’” (Jer. 31:34).   

a.  Does this mean He will forget our sins completely (have no knowledge of them)?   

(i)  No, because then we would know something He doesn’t; but His knowledge is 

infinite.   

(ii)  It means He will no longer remember them against us in judgment.   

 

b.  This is what it means for us to forgive as well:  not that we forget the offense(s), but 

that we commit ourselves no longer to bring it up against the one we forgive.   

 

II.  Why should we forgive others?   

A.  The Lord commands us to forgive:   

1.  “Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that 

your Father who is in heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.  But if you do 

not forgive, neither will your Father who is in heaven forgive your transgressions” 

(Mark 11:25-26).   

2.  How many times?  “Then Peter came and said to Him, ‘Lord, how often shall my 

brother sin against me and I forgive him?  Up to seven times?’  Jesus said to him, ‘I do 

not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven’” (Matt. 18:21-22).   

 

B.  Love for God and for our neighbor dictates that we forgive.   

1.  “‘And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind, and with all your strength.’  The second is this, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater than these” (Matt. 

12:30-31).   

2.  “Treat others the same way you want them to treat you” (Luke 6:31).   
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3.  Love for God dictates that we imitate Him and obey Him.   

4.  Love for our neighbor dictates that we desire the barrier between us to be broken down 

– in both salvation and repentance.   

 

C.  When we forgive others, it strengthens our assurance of God’s forgiveness.  “For if you 

forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you” (Matt. 

6:14).   

1.  We are not forgiven by forgiving in a meritorious sense – this would be contrary to 

Scripture.   

2.  We are forgiven by forgiving in the sense that this – as in all the other graces – is the 

evidence we are forgiven:   

a.  If you are able to forgive, you have God’s grace.   

b.  If you have His grace, He has and is forgiving you.   

 

D.  The Lord has threatened not to forgive us if we refuse to forgive others:  “But if you do 

not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions” (Matt. 6:15).   

1.  Again, same argument as above:   

a.  If you are not able to forgive, you don’t have God’s grace.   

b.  If you don’t have His grace, He hasn’t and will not forgive you.   

 

2.  “Then summoning him, his lord said to him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that 

debt because you pleaded with me.  Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow 

slave, in the same way that I had mercy on you?’  And his lord, moved with anger, 

handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him.  My 

heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother 

from your heart” (Matt. 18:32-35).   

 

III.  Whom are we to forgive?   

A.  One another within the church:  “Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and 

slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  Be kind to one another, tender-

hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you” (Eph. 4:31-32).   

B.  Our enemies:  “But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 

so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on 

the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  For if you love 

those who love you, what reward do you have?  Do not even the tax collectors do the 

same?  If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others?  Do not even 

the Gentiles do the same?  Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 

perfect” (Matt. 5:44-48).   

1.  This is what Jesus did, “When they came to the place called The Skull, there they 

crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left.  But Jesus 

was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing’” (Luke 

23:33-34).   

a.  They didn’t ask for forgiveness, but it appears to have been in the heart of the Savior 

that they be forgiven – through repentance, of course.   

b.  Does Jesus ever express desire for the repentance of those who will not repent in 

God’s plan?  Yes.  “When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over 
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it, saying, ‘If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace!  

But now they have been hidden from your eyes’” (Luke 19:41-42).   

c.  He might desire something that isn’t God’s plan to provide – not that He desires His 

Father’s will be contradicted, but that men not sin and perish.   

d.  The same is true of the Father, “Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘I 

take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his 

way and live.  Turn back, turn back from your evil ways!  Why then will you die, O 

house of Israel?’” (Ez. 33:11).   

 

2.  Stephen also followed His example, “When they had driven him out of the city, they 

began stoning him; and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man 

named Saul.  They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, ‘Lord 

Jesus, receive my spirit!’  Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, 

‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them!’  Having said this, he fell asleep” (Acts 7:58-

60).   

3.  Whom are we to forgive?  Everyone/our neighbor.   

 

IV.  What is the goal of forgiveness?   

A.  To glorify God.   

1.  “Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 

10:31).   

2.  “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory 

forever.  Amen” (Rom. 11:36).   

 

B.  To imitate God:  “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 

return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He 

Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men” (Luke 6:35).   

C.  Reconciliation with our brethren or neighbor.   

1.  God’s goal in forgiving us was to reconcile us to Himself.   

2.  Our goal is to be reconciled to others.   

3.  Perhaps the Lord will use this to reconcile men to Himself.   

 

V.  What should we do if someone has sinned against us?   

1.  We should pray for their repentance:  “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 

6:10).   

2.  We should go to them and in gentleness point out their offense, “Brethren, even if anyone 

is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; 

each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted” (Gal. 6:1).   

3.  If they repent and ask our forgiveness, we should forgive them from the heart and purpose 

never to bring that offense up against them again, “My heavenly Father will also do the 

same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart” (Matt. 18:35).   

4.  If they don’t repent, then continue with Matthew 18.   

5.  Should you forgive them if they never repent and ask forgiveness?   

a.  We should be willing that they repent and willing to forgive.  But you won’t be 

reconciled until they do, just as we are not reconciled with God until we ask 

forgiveness.   
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b.  “Be on your guard!  If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.  

And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, “I 

repent,’ forgive him” (Luke 17:3-4).   

 

VI.  What should we do if we have sinned against someone?  We should go and ask them for 

forgiveness.   

1.  Deal with it before you attempt to worship the Lord:  “Therefore if you are presenting your 

offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave 

your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then 

come and present your offering” (Matt. 5:23-24).   

2.  Are you bound to do this if they are upset with you for any reason?   

a.  No.  They might not have a legitimate reason.  You might have tried and failed.   

b.  But if you have offended them, you need to ask for forgiveness.   

 

3.  Why isn’t an apology/saying you’re sorry enough?   

a.  It only expresses how you feel.   

b.  It doesn’t ask for the person you’ve offended to forgive you.   

 

4.  What if you ask for forgiveness, and they refuse to forgive you?   

a.  If you’ve done all you can to make restitution and/or repair the relationship, and they 

refuse to forgive you, you’ve done all you can, all that’s required.   

b.  The sin is theirs if they don’t; the Lord will not forgive them (Matt. 6:15).   
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