
 

“For God So Loved the World” 
(John 3:16) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Over the past two Sunday evenings, we have been looking at how the love which 
God gives us works, how it changes us, what it makes us do.  We have seen that this love gives 
us a love for one another, as children of the Lord.  It does this because it changes our sense of 
what is beautiful.  It opens our blind eyes to see the beauty of the Lord and causes us to be 
irresistibly drawn to Him.  It allows us to see this same beauty in our brethren, as they become 
more and more like Jesus, so that we are attracted to them as well.  It also makes us love one 
another because God’s grace changes our hearts so that we begin to love as He loves.  God loves 
His children.  And His love in our hearts causes us to love them as well.  We also saw that this 
love which He gives us causes us to love the things of the Lord.  God’s children are not the only 
things which reflect Christ’s image, God’s commandments also do.  They tell us in words what 
God is like, and what it is that He wants us to be and do.  When God became a man in Jesus, 
these are the very things which He did.  This is the way He lived.  So we should not be 
surprised that when that same Spirit which is in Christ is also in us, that our hearts go out to 
God’s commandments as well, and are very pleased with them.  And we should also not be 
surprised that they are not a burden for us, for it is always easy to do what you really want to do.   
  I want to finish off this trilogy of sermons on the love of God with that passage which 
clearly gives to us the source of this love.  That source is God Himself.  This love for us was in 
His heart from all eternity, and it is this love which caused the love which is in our hearts for 
Him.  And what better passage in which to see this than in that most often quoted verse in all of 
Scripture?  And what better time to consider this than on the Lord’s Day in which we are 
preparing to celebrate the Lord’s Supper?  As we prepare to meet our Savior at His table this 
morning, let us consider that,  
 
  God’s everlasting and undying love is the source of this living bread, which gives us 
eternal salvation.   
 
I.  First, Jesus, in His discussion with Nicodemas, shows us what the source of this love is.  

He says, “For God so loved the world.”   
A.  God is plainly its fountain, the spring from which this holy grace flows forth.  It could 

not have come from us, nor could it have come from God’s heart being drawn out to us 
because we were so lovable.  I think sometimes that we fail to see and understand this, 
because we fail to see how unworthy we are of God’s love.   
1.  If there is anything which we have learned from the Bible, it is that we have done a 

very poor job in living up to what God requires.  That is one of the purposes of the 
commandments:  to convince us that we are sinners and are completely unworthy to 
received any blessing at the hand of God.  This is what is supposed to make Jesus all 
the more attractive to us.   

2.  Notice what Jesus says here.  He does not say, “For God so loved the saints, that He 
sent His Son into the world to save them,” as though we did not really need a Savior, or 
were already almost perfect and only needed a little bit of work here and there.   

3.  No.  He says, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His Son,” as though we were 
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wicked and not worthy of redemption at all.   
a.  And that is, in fact, what we were.  Paul says to us, “And you were dead in your 

trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now 
working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the 
lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, even as the rest” (Eph. 2:1-3).   

b.  This is why Paul says in Romans 5 that outside of Christ, we were ungodly (v. 6), 
sinners (v. 8), and the enemies of God (v. 10).  And when Paul says that we were 
His enemies, he does not mean that we were the only ones who were at war.  God 
was also at war with us.   

c.  But, if that is the case, how could God be said to love us?  Does God love His 
enemies?   

d.  Yes, He does.  And that is the very reason why the Lord also tells us that we should 
love ours as well.  Jesus says in the Sermon on the Mount, “You have heard that it 
was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy.’  But I say to you, 
love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you in order that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he causes His sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  For if you love those 
who love you, what reward have you?  Do not even the tax-gatherers do the same?  
And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others?  Do not even 
the Gentiles do the same?  Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father 
is perfect” (Matt. 5:43-48).   

e.  I would imagine that for most of you here, loving your enemies is about the most 
difficult thing which the Lord tells you to do.  It is easy to love those who love you.  
But it is so difficult to love those who have mistreated you, who have wronged you 
unjustly.  Have you ever had anything stolen from you which was precious to you?  
Did you ever have someone accuse you of something, which you honestly believed 
was false.  What was your reaction to this?  Did you think, “I’d like to invite that 
person over for dinner?” or, “I’d like to find the one who stole my bike so I can be 
his friend”?  Probably not.  You were probably struggling with trying not to hate 
that person.   

f.  But do you realize that God loved you while you were His enemy?  He did.  And 
that is why if you are a son of God, you are to do the same.  A son reflects the 
nature of his father.  You are to reflect the nature of God.   
(i)  This doesn’t mean that God was pleased with you or with what you did, just as 

you aren’t pleased with those who sin against you.  His own holy nature recoiled 
at your sins.  He was at war with you, and you with Him.   

(ii)  But it does mean that God was kindly disposed toward you, enough so as to 
send His Son.  And we, as well, are called upon by God to love those who hurt 
us, to return good for evil.   

 
B.  The point is that this love does not arise from anything in us.  It pricks our pride to hear 

this, but it is true.  It arises from the heart of God, and God alone.   
1.  We were ungodly sinners and the enemies of God.  God did not see anything in us 

which was worth saving.  It couldn’t have been for anything in us, or that could ever be 
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in us by our strength.   
2.  Rather, God was moved by His own pleasure, and His desire to glorify His own 

marvelous mercy and grace.   
a.  The only thing that Paul tells us about this in Ephesians, is that God loved us 

because it was pleasing to Him to do so.  He loved us “according to the good 
pleasure of His will” (1:5), and “to the praise of His glory” (v. 14), from all eternity.  
He loved us before we were ever born.  There was never a time when God did not 
know us and love us, if we are in Christ this morning.   

b.  To glorify Himself, to reveal His love and His mercy that all creatures might 
wonder and marvel, God chose to set His affections on some of Adam’s fallen race, 
even though they were not worthy of that love.   

c.  In human terms, this would be like a wealthy man, whose riches were all stolen and 
family all killed by a group of thieves and murderers, who, when they were caught 
and brought to justice, decided to leave some of them to the consequences of their 
crimes, while dropping the charges against the others and adopting them as his own 
sons.   

d.  But even this illustration falls infinitely short of the mercy and grace of God, in 
what He has done for us.  For the sins we had committed against God were far 
worse, for they were committed against a Being who is infinitely worthy.  The only 
punishment which could in any way just begin to fulfill what justice demanded is 
everlasting burning in hell.   

e.  But God, out of His great love and mercy, provided a way to remove our sins and to 
adopt us into His own family, as His sons and daughters.   

f.  The apostle John writes, “We love, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).  The 
source of this love is not from us, but from God Himself.   

 
II.  And this brings us to the second point.  I want us to see the depth of this love by 

considering what it is that this love of God moved Him to do, “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only begotten Son.”   
A.  We might think that it would have been a great act of love if God were to have simply 

forgiven our sins.   
1.  Surely, overlooking the crimes that we had committed would have been very gracious 

and merciful on the part of God.  It would be, as I’ve already said, a greater act of love 
than anything which we could ever do.   

2.  But how much more is God’s love revealed when it moves Him to offer up His 
only-begotten Son, and that for sinners deserving only His wrath, in order to bring us 
salvation?   
a.  If God could have simply forgiven our sins by saying the word and without any 

sacrifice at all, then it would not have been an act of love on His part to make Christ 
die for us.  As a matter of fact, it would have been the most horrible crime in history 
to make Christ suffer for no reason.  There are many liberals today who believe this 
very thing.  God wanted to show us His love, so He sent His Son to die for us.  But 
God did not require this sacrifice to forgive us.  He did it to show us how much He 
loves us.  Someone once said that this would be like a father who wants to show one 
of his sons how much he loves him by taking the boys brother and putting him to 
death.  What kind of a display of love is that?  That would be a very evil act.  And 
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it would have been on the part of God as well.   
b.  But the point is that God cannot forgive anyone without some just basis for doing it.  

He cannot simply overlook our crimes without having some payment for them.  If 
man was to be saved, then someone had to pay for their crimes.   

c.  But who could make such a payment?  The crimes committed were infinite 
offenses against the infinite God.  What man could possibly satisfy for these many 
crimes, or even for just one of them?  Man is finite.  He cannot pay a limitless 
price.   

 
B.  Here is where we see the infinite depth of God’s love towards sinners.  For God did 

provide an infinite payment for us.   
1.  He gave His only begotten Son.   

a.  Remember, Christ is no mere man.  He is much more than a man.  He is the 
God-man.  He is the Son of God who took upon Himself our nature.   

b.  He became a man so that He could offer a sacrifice which would satisfy God’s 
justice and set His people free.  He laid down His life so that He could give to His 
people eternal life.   

 
2.  But it was God who sent Him.  This shows to us the immeasurable love of God.   

a.  It was not that the Father hated us and the Son of God loved us, and so the Son 
became a man and died so that the Father would love us too.   

b.  No.  God loved us, which means that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit loved us.  
The Father was moved by His love for us and so sent His Son to die for us, so that 
He might save us and gather us to Himself.   

c.  Look at what our salvation cost God.  He had to put His only begotten Son through 
the agony of the cross and the agony of becoming our sin-bearer.  Even the 
fellowship which Christ enjoyed with the Father was cut-off for a time.  Christ 
suffered more than you or I would ever want to suffer or ever will suffer.  He 
suffered hell on the cross for us.  And it pleased the Father that He did, that He 
might save us and bring us to God.   

d.  Charles Wesley writes in his hymn “And Can It Be?”, “He left His Father’s throne 
above (so free, so infinite His grace!), humbled Himself (so great His love!), and 
bled for all His chosen race.  ‘Tis mercy all, immense and free; for O my God, it 
found out me.  Amazing love!  How can it be that Thou, my God, shouldst die for 
me?”   

e.  It is amazing love, and we should not forget it.   
 
III.  Lastly, I want us to look at the purpose of this love, “That whoever believes in Him 

should not perish, but have eternal life.”  There are really two purposes which Jesus 
gives us here:  1)  To reveal to the world His infinite love for sinners by offering to 
them the way of salvation through His Son, and 2)  To actually bring His elect to 
everlasting glory.    
A.  We mustn’t forget that God has commanded that His gospel be preached to every living 

creature on earth, without exception.   
1.  It is a free offer of salvation and reconciliation to all.  John writes, at the end of the 

book of Revelation, “And the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’  And let the one who 
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hears say, ‘Come.’  And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take 
the water of life without cost” (22:17).   

2.  Isaiah writes, “Ho!  Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no 
money come, buy and eat.  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost” 
(Isa. 55:1).  Christ is offered to all.  All are invited to come!   

3.  And so if you are outside of Christ here this morning, you must never be afraid that the 
invitation was not made to you.  Christ calls you.  He invites you.  He tells you that 
you may come.  You may drink freely of the water of life.  All you need to do is to be 
willing to come and receive this gift from Him.  Think of the alternative.  If you 
refuse, there is nothing but destruction for you.  You will perish in your sins forever if 
you reject Christ.  But He offers to you a way of escape.  So great is the love and 
mercy of God.  Run to Him now.  Take hold of Him by faith, turn from your sins and 
be saved from the coming wrath through Jesus Christ, the Lord.   

4.  But this also tells us as Christians that we must never be afraid to invite all sinners to 
come to Christ.  Christ did not come to condemn the world, but that the world should 
be saved through Him.  You may tell everyone you meet that this offer is there for 
them, if they are but willing to be made happy by God, if they are willing to forsake the 
world to embrace Christ with all their hearts.   

 
B.  But the second purpose of this love is to actually bring the elect to everlasting glory.   

1.  As I said at the beginning, God loves His elect, He loved them from all eternity.  He 
loved them so much that He sent His Son to die for them, to bring them to glory.   

2.  All that He requires is that they believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.   
a.  All that is required is simple faith.  “That whoever believes in Him should not 

perish.”   
b.  But since there is no one since the Fall who can meet this condition, who can fulfill 

that requirement, the Lord sends forth His Spirit to renew the hearts of His people, to 
give them this faith, so that they can.   

c.  If you have trusted Christ this morning to be your all in all, if you love Him above 
father, mother, sister, brother, children, lands, possessions and everything else, if you 
have forsaken all and received Christ as your Savior, then He has sent His Spirit into 
your heart and has saved you.   

d.  And if you understand what you were outside of Christ, what you are apart from 
Him, but what He has given you by His grace, then you must say along with the 
hymnwriter, “Amazing love!  How can it be that Thou, my God, shouldst die for 
me?”  O, the immeasurable, unfathomable depth of His love and mercy for sinners!  
How can it be that God would send His own precious Son to die in my place?  But 
yet He has.   

e.  This is what the Supper is to remind you of this morning.  It is to remind you that 
God has met all your needs in Christ, your need of salvation and your need of daily 
strength to live the life which He now calls you to.   

f.  Would you now prepare yourself to come to His table, and by faith to receive all that 
Christ is here to give you?  May God grant that we may all eat the bread of life and 
drink from the cup of His salvation.  Amen.   


