
“Fishers of Men” 

(Mark 1:16-20) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw the end of John’s public ministry and the beginning of 

Jesus’.   

a.  John came to prepare the way by preaching the law and baptizing with a 

baptism of repentance.   

b.  So when Jesus came, they would be ready to receive the baptism of the 

Spirit.   

(i)  This baptism enables us savingly to repent and believe – we can’t be 

saved without it.   

(ii)  But the Law must come first to convict us – to show us our sins, to make 

us afraid, and drive us to Christ.   

 

2.  We also saw the content of Jesus’ message – the same message we are to 

communicate:  repent and believe the Gospel.   

a.  The time was now fulfilled – the divine time frames God had set for the 

sending of His Son.   

b.  The kingdom of God was now at hand – the redemptive kingdom, outside of 

which there is no salvation.   

c.  And so they needed to repent and believe.   

(i)  To hate and turn from everything opposed to God’s will, now to do His 

will – not just a change of mind about Jesus.   

(ii)  And to put their complete trust in Jesus Christ – His righteousness and 

His death – to save them – not just pray the sinner’s prayer.   

 

d.  This is the same message the Lord has given us to bring.   

(i)  It’s not that deep or profound.   

(ii)  To some it’s foolish, to others it’s despised.   

(iii)  But to those the Lord is saving, it’s the wisdom and power of God.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Mark moves on now to the calling of the first apostles.   

a.  Jesus’ ministry would last only three and a half years, then He would be cut 

off.   

b.  When He was, He needed others to continue His work – the kingdom 

eventually had to fill the whole earth.   

c.  And so He now begins to call the men He would train to take on this work.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s look at two things:   

a.  First, the calling of the first four apostles.   

b.  Second, what that call was He placed on their lives.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s look at the calling of the first four apostles.   

1.  This was not the first time these men had seen Jesus.   

a.  Sometimes we get that impression – He just came to them, called them, and 

they left their living and followed Him.   

b.  The fact is, they were already acquainted with Him.   

(i)  Andrew was one of John the Baptist’s disciples – he was with John when 

he baptized Jesus and identified Him as the Lamb of God (John 1:35, 40).  

He was also the one who introduced Peter to Jesus (v. 41).   

(ii)  John, the brother of James, was another of John the Baptist’s disciples 

and was very likely also with him when he baptized Jesus.   

(iii)  They appear to have been with Him when He attended the wedding in 

Cana of Galilee, and when Jesus cleansed the Temple the first time at 

Jerusalem (John 2).   

(iv)  When Jesus came to them here at the Sea of Galilee, they already knew 

who He was, they were already convinced that He was the Messiah, they 

were already His disciples (vv. 1, 12).   

(v)  But now that His public ministry had begun, He was calling them to 

move beyond discipleship to be His apostles.   

 

2.  The Lord generally prepares His servants before He calls them.   

a.  Usually, He doesn’t convert us until He prepares us for conversion.   

(i)  Sometimes He grants the new birth after one exposure to the Gospel.   

(ii)  But most often He prepares through the Law, as we’ve already seen.   

(a)  He shows us our need by first showing us how dangerous sin is.   

(b)  Then, when He has us looking for mercy, He grants mercy.   

 

b.  The same is true with regard to Christian service.   

(i)  Sometimes He calls directly into service – as He did with Paul – though 

Paul already had his biblical training in the school of the Pharisees while 

still unconverted.   

(ii)  But usually, He gives us time to get to know Him and to learn His truth 

before He calls us – here, Peter, Andrew, James and John all knew Jesus 

as disciples before called to be apostles; then they were trained for three 

and a half years before beginning the bulk of their ministry.   

(iii)  Don’t despise the day of small things.   

(a)  Get to know your Lord; spend time with Him; learn of Him; learn to 

trust Him.   

(b)  In time, He will show you what He wants you to do.   

(c)  Be faithful with the little He has given, and He will entrust you with 

more.   

 

B.  Second, let’s look at the particular call He placed on their lives – to be fishers of 

men.   
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1.  It’s interesting, first, that he called them to continue doing what they had already 

been doing.   

a.  They had been fishing; now they would fish for men.   

b.  Sometimes the Lord prepares us to do His work by having us do something 

similar in another field.   

(i)  Moses was called to judge and govern God’s people for forty years; but 

before he was called, he learned about governing in the house of Pharaoh 

for forty years, and about shepherding in Midian for another forty years.   

(ii)  David also worked as a shepherd before the Lord called him to shepherd 

His people.   

(iii)  The Lord had these four men learning the art of fishing in the Sea of 

Galilee before He called them to fish for men.   

(iv)  Again, don’t despise anything the Lord calls you to do.   

(a)  Even if He should never call you specifically to full time Christian 

service, you may serve Him faithfully and fruitfully where you are.   

(b)  He may also be using that work as a means of preparing you for 

something else.   

(c)  We don’t know what the Lord’s will is for us in the future, so be 

faithful and be fruitful in whatever He’s given you to do now.   

(d)  Let Him show the way.   

 

2.  It’s also interesting that the Lord would use this particular analogy for the kind 

of work He was calling them to do.   

a.  The Lord uses several different analogies in Scripture to describe the work of 

the kingdom.   

(i)  Sometimes He refers to it as building a spiritual house or temple.   

(a)  Jesus is the builder and owner, “For He has been counted worthy of 

more glory than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the house has 

more honor than the house” (Heb. 3:3).   

(b)  The house He is building is made of living stones – us – and is being 

built – through us, the church – to offer praise to God, “You also, as 

living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 

Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 2:5).   

 

(ii)  Sometimes He refers to the work as farming.   

(a)  The Lord sows the seed of the Word and reaps through us (Matt. 13).   

(b)  “Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the 

harvest’?  Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, 

that they are white for harvest.  Already he who reaps is receiving 

wages and is gathering fruit for life eternal; so that he who sows and he 

who reaps may rejoice together.  For in this case the saying is true, 

‘One sows and another reaps’” (John 4:35-36).   

 

b.  Here, He tells us the work of the kingdom is like fishing:  “Follow Me, and I 

will make you become fishers of men” (v. 17).   
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(i)  The work has everything to do with gathering His people into His 

kingdom through the work of evangelism.   

(ii)  If we view this work as fishing, it might help us to do the work better.   

(a)  Fishing/Evangelism isn’t the only thing we have to do.   

(i)  Once we catch these fish, they need to be discipled.   

(ii)  Once they’re discipled, they need to begin fishing and discipling as 

well.   

 

(b)  But it’s certainly a large part of the work.   

 

(ii)  How can viewing evangelism as fishing help us do the work Jesus calls 

us to do?   

(a)  It can help give direction to our ministry as a whole, by causing us to 

gear what we do to include evangelism.   

(b)  More personally, it can give us direction in our conversations and in 

our relationships.   

(1)  It will constantly remind us that we shouldn’t just interact with 

people to get to know them – though that is very important.   

(2)  We also need to be doing what we can to draw them to Jesus Christ 

and eternal life in His kingdom.   

 

(c)  It can help us in our homes and with our families.   

(1)  We’re not just raising our children to be productive in the world.   

(2)  We’re also fishing for their souls, in the hopes they will not only be 

saved, but also be the next generation of spiritual fishermen.   

 

(iii)  Finally, how can we fish for men?   

(a)  Mark will go on to show us what Jesus taught His apostles.   

(b)  But here are a few things to think about that we can learn from 

fishing:   

(1)  We need to go where the fish are:  we can’t expect them to come to 

us.   

(2)  We need to go at the right time of day:  there are spiritual seasons 

where the fish are more likely to bite – we need to watch for those 

opportunities.   

(3)  We need to use the right kind of bait:  the threat of judgment, the 

promise of heaven, the love of Christ, all things to all men.   

(4)  And we need to be patient:  there is a time of preparation that 

comes before conversion – we need to allow the Lord time to do His 

work and not get disappointed if they don’t come right away.   

(5)  We also need to make sure that we’re up to the work – that we are 

nourished on the means of grace.   

(6)  Let’s pray the Lord will prepare us to come now to His Table.  
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