
 

“Fill the Earth and Subdue It” 
(Genesis 1:26-28) 

 
 
 

 Last week, we were looking at the wonderful truth that God made man in His image.  
God gave birth to a son, as it were, through His creative power, a son who was like Him in many 
ways, a son who could know Him and have fellowship with Him.  God also made us in His 
image and for this same purpose.  In a certain sense, you could say that God is the Father of 
everyone, because He made everyone.  This is one of the reasons He takes care of them, why He 
gives them food and shelter, why He gives them families and friends, why He gives them 
everything they have to enjoy.  But He is our Father in a much more intimate way through 
Christ.  Because of the Fall, we were no longer like God morally, when we came into this world.  
We no longer had a holy heart, but a sinful heart.  But Christ has made us holy again through His 
work of redemption.  His moral image is being recreated in us.  And because it is, God has 
adopted us, and made us members of His household.  Now we are not only His sons and 
daughters through Creation, but also through our adoption in Christ.  Of all the creatures God has 
made -- including the angels --, we are the most blessed.   
 But there is one more way that we are like God, one which we didn’t look at last week.  
We are like Him in that God made us to rule.  After God made Adam and Eve, He blessed them 
and gave them dominion over all creation.  He made them its ruler, with the specific purpose in 
mind of having them subdue the creation to His glory.  When one kingdom sets out to conquer 
another kingdom, the king sends out his army to fight against the enemy until everything in that 
kingdom has been subdued.  When the Lord sent the Israelites into Canaan, He told them to 
utterly destroy all of the people and their idols, so that there wouldn’t be anything in that land 
that would oppose Him.  When Christ sent His disciples into the world, He armed them with His 
Gospel, and told them to teach and to preach until everything in the world which was opposed to 
God, was subdued by His Word and Spirit.  In the same way, when God created Adam and Eve, 
He also gave them dominion over all the earth and told them to exercise it, until all of it was 
subdued to His glory.  This is what we will want to look at this evening.   
 Now the first thing we need to understand is that God gave Adam and Eve the right to 
subdue the world to His glory.  This is what is meant by the fact that God gave them dominion 
over it.  What right do we have to take something that doesn’t belong to us and use it for 
whatever we want to use it for?  What would you think if one of the elders decided he needed to 
go somewhere and so took your car to go there?  What right would he have to do that without 
asking you?  No right.  As a matter of fact, you could call the police and have him arrested for it 
because he took what was yours.  In the same way, what right would Adam and Eve have had to 
use anything that the Lord had created?  They would have had no right, except that God gave 
them that right.  This is what He did when He gave them dominion over the creation.  He gave 
them the right to subdue it.   
 Second, we need to understand that this work was not given to Adam and Eve to do by 
themselves.  It was given to mankind as a whole.  As strong and intelligent as they were, they 
couldn’t have done it by themselves.  Think about all the different fields of learning there are in 
the world today.  Think about how many more we may discover, before the Lord returns.  We’re 
learning new things all the time.  How could Adam and Eve have been experts in every field?  
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How could they have done all the work that needed to be done to subdue the creation?  They 
couldn’t have.  Therefore the Lord blessed them with the same power He gave to all of His other 
living creatures, the power to procreate.  Moses writes, “And God blessed them; and God said to 
them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth” (v. 28).  He gave them the ability to bring forth 
children in their image, which is the same as the image of God.  He gave them the ability to bear 
more workers to complete this task.  And since they were the first man and woman, they needed 
to have more than just a few children, they needed to have many.  The world is a big place, and 
the Lord told them to fill it.  He blessed them with the ability to do it.  And even though God 
killed most of them because of their wickedness through the Flood, all except for Noah and his 
family, yet they were able to fill the earth again, because of the Lord’s blessing.  Apparently, the 
task of filling the earth is not yet complete, because the Lord is still giving children today.   
 But again, the Lord gave them this power to have children so that they might have more 
workers for the task of subduing the earth.  Now what is it that the Lord wanted them to do?   
 Man was to make the earth yield its fruitfulness to him.  He was to make it bring forth 
what it was capable of producing.  This included not only the essentials of food, clothing and 
shelter, but other things as well.  I’m sure that Adam had no idea what the earth was capable of.  
If you had been Adam, standing in that beautiful garden at the end of the Creation week, looking 
at the plants and the soil, the hills and the rivers, could you ever have imagined that the things we 
have now could have come from it?  Did Adam look at the rocks and the rich soil and say, “I 
think I’ll make a microwave oven or a cell phone.”  Could he have ever imagined that the 
materials need to build a car, or a personal computer, or any of the other wonders that have been 
invented were all there?  Could he have foreseen that one day music, pictures and even movies 
could be preserved on CDs and DVDs, small flat disks that are only about five inches in 
diameter?  How could he have known that the earth contained the ingredients to make a bomb so 
powerful that it could destroy everything in a ten-mile radius, or that with some other materials, 
he could put a man on the moon?  We still don’t know what the earth is capable of.  Things were 
moving along rather slowly until the turn of the twentieth century.  At the beginning of it, 
phones, cars and airplanes were relatively new things.  But look at what we have now.  What will 
happen in the next 100 years, if the Lord should tarry?  But yet this is what the Lord has called us 
to do.  “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it.”  This is why He gave us 
authority over His creation:  to make it bring forth its usefulness for His glory.   
 One of the things that we often overlook, however, is the fact that God not only wants us 
to subdue His creation, He also wants us to protect it.  This planet was meant to sustain and take 
care of, not only our generation, but also the generations to come.  We need to be careful how we 
use it, that we don’t destroy it or pollute it with toxic chemicals.  We need to be good stewards of 
it.  For this reason, some Christians today believe we should return to an agricultural society.  In 
the days before the Industrial Revolution, everything we used could be replenished by what the 
Lord supplied in His Providence.  We used such things as horses to pull plows, natural fertilizers 
to make the crops grow, and wood for building and to produce heat.  Everything we needed was 
virtually replaced by the mechanisms the Lord put in His creation, until about 1750, when the 
Industrial Revolution began, and man began to build machines that were powered by fossil fuels.  
Before, we weren’t in danger of running out, but now we are.  One day our coal and oil supplies 
will be exhausted.  We are constantly looking for alternate sources of energy.  And in the mean 
time, the environment is not as clean as it used to be because of our use of them.  Now a lot of 
good has been accomplished through scientific research and labor.  Many diseases have been 
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cured, many new tools have been created to help man with his work, new fertilizers have made it 
possible to grow more food from the same amount of land, stronger buildings have been 
developed, etc.  We just need to make sure that while we’re doing this work, that we also take 
care of what the Lord has given us.   
 Now this is just a small glimpse of the task that the Lord gave to Adam and Eve in the 
garden.  It is far greater than we can even imagine.  But there is one more thing we should 
consider, and that is that this task which God gave to them didn’t end when Adam and Eve fell.  
They still had to work to subdue the earth even just to live, and so do we.  Only now, our task is 
much more difficult.  We still have the ability to multiply and bring forth children, but now it is 
accompanied with a great deal of pain, as our mothers here can testify.  There are also 
complications.  Some women and children die in childbirth, although not as often as it used to 
happen because of modern medicine, which is one of the benefits we now have through subduing 
the earth.  It’s interesting that in spite of all this, and in spite of the fact that so many children are 
being aborted today, there is still no lack of people.  Secondly, we still have the work of 
subduing the earth, only now the earth is cursed, which makes the job much harder.  Now we 
have to contend with bad weather, weeds, destructive insects, hard soil, and nutrient poor soils to 
grow our food.  Now we have to contend with earthquakes, tornadoes and hurricanes in building 
shelter.  Now we get sick and tired and weak with age.  The Fall has made even our best years 
more difficult:  we tire more easily and can’t think as clearly or as long.  And all this is besides 
the fact that the sin in our hearts makes us want to seek our own glory and honor, rather than 
God’s in the world He has called us to do.   
 But there is one more thing that is interesting about the situation after the Fall.  We don’t 
often think about it, but when man fell, he also forfeited his rulership, or right, to use the 
creation.  Man was now trespassing on God’s earth.  This is the reason why God ultimately took 
it away from him.  When He could bear their sins no longer, He sent a flood to wash them all 
away and cleanse the earth, but not before He called Noah and his family into covenant with 
Himself.  And after the flood was over, and Noah and his family had gotten off the ark, and Noah 
had offered God a sacrifice, which was a type of the offering of Christ, God gave them a new 
grant of the earth, no longer on the basis of the Covenant of Works which was made with Adam -
- one which could be broken and lost --, but now based on the Covenant of Grace which was 
made with Christ.  And because Christ was now the guarantee that the covenant blessings would 
come to God’s people, God said that He would never again destroy the world with a flood.  
Moses wrote, “And the Lord smelled the soothing aroma; and the Lord said to Himself, ‘I will 
never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man's heart is evil from his 
youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done.  While the earth remains, 
seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not 
cease’” (Gen. 8:21-22).  Christ has become the guarantee that His people will keep their right to 
the earth.   
 Now what are we to learn from this, and what difference does any of this make?   
 First, we need to understand that God has given us the right and the command to subdue 
His creation.  We don’t need to worry when we use it for the purposes for which He has given it 
to us.  If He hadn’t, then we would be nothing less than trespassers in His world.  Every piece of 
fruit we ate, every piece of meat we either hunted or bought, would be stolen.  This is why we 
should bow and give thanks to the Lord at every meal.  We are eating what He has given to us.  
We should be thankful that He has.  Those who aren’t His are trespassers, and they will be 
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judged as such on the day of judgment.  But we aren’t, because the Father has been pleased to 
give us the use of His world.   
 Second, we need to realize that the command to subdue the earth is still in effect.  We 
need to keep this in mind as we decide what we are going to do in life, especially you young 
people.  The Lord has given to each of us certain gifts and talents, and He wants us to use them 
for this purpose.  There are so many who instead use them for themselves, to make themselves 
popular, or rich, or famous.  They use them for their own glory.  But the Lord wants us to use 
them for His.  For instance, Dr. Reitkirk could have used her doctoring skills to make a lot of 
money and a comfortable life for herself in Holland.  But she decided to use them to build God’s 
kingdom in Africa instead.  It’s very unlikely that her life will be as comfortable now when she 
retires as it would have been if she had stayed in Holland to work for herself.  But her reward in 
heaven will certainly more than compensate her for her sacrifice.  Bear this in mind as you 
decide what you will spend your life doing.  Don’t think only about yourself, but about what the 
Lord wants.   
 Third, consider that the work the Lord has given us to do is still more than we can do by 
ourselves, and so there is still the need to be fruitful and multiply.  One of the reasons God 
ordained marriage was to bring forth workers for this great task.  And so if you are married, or 
are planning to be married, and God has given you the ability to procreate, you need to bear 
some children to raise to His glory.  Let’s remember as well that they should only be borne in the 
context of marriage.  Also, if you have already raised your children, the Lord would have you to 
help others raise theirs.  If you see a young mother having difficulty with her children, lend her a 
hand, and the Lord will bless you for it.   
 Fourth, while we are in this world, we need to take care of it.  We mustn’t forget that we 
are the stewards of God’s creation.  This means that we need to be careful not to waste the 
resources God has given us.  Energy and water conservation is important.  It’s also important to 
keep our cars in tune and smog legal.  Make sure you dispose of toxic chemicals in the right way.  
Don’t pour your oil down the city drain.  Recycle what you can of your garbage.  Take care of 
God’s world, especially considering that there are yet perhaps many generations of people who 
will need them.   
 And lastly, remember why it is that you still have all these good things to enjoy.  Adam 
and Eve lost them in the Fall.  Man no longer had any claim on the world, and God took it away 
from him.  But because of the work of Christ, God has given the world back to His people.  It’s 
because of Christ that God gives us the things we need everyday to live.  It’s because of Christ 
that we are heirs of the new heavens and new earth which will last forever.  Let’s remember to 
thank the Lord everyday for this kindness and mercy He has given to us.  Amen.   


