
“Fervently Serve the Lord” 
(Romans 12:11) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Paul has been reminding us of the same thing he reminded the believers at Corinth:  the 
only right response to the Lord’s mercies in Christ is love.   

2.  We are to love:   
a.  Genuinely and sincerely.   
b.  Everything that is good, everything God loves.   
c.  Hating everything evil, everything God hates.   
 

3.  We are to love each other:   
a.  With a tender affection.   
b.  With a brotherly love that embraces each other as family.   
c.  With a humility that is willing to give and to serve and to lift each other up.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Paul now points out two more qualities of this love:   
a.  It is not to be a lazy, indifferent love.   
b.  But a fervent love:  one that moves us to serve the Lord.   

 
2.  Love is of varying strengths.   

a.  Love is on a continuum between like and dislike, desire and aversion, love and hate.   
b.  Our love at best is always a mixture of both:   

(i)  Even our strongest love has some hatred in it.   
(ii)  On the other hand, even our greatest hate has some love in it.   
(iii)  This is the continual battle of our flesh against God’s Spirit:  the war of the two 

principles:  flesh against Spirit and Spirit against flesh (Gal. 5:17).   
 

c.  This is why the Lord exhorts us to be filled with the Spirit.   
(i)  The more of His Spirit we have, the more we’ll love.   
(ii)  The stronger it is, the more fervent it will be, and the more it will move us to 

God’s service.   
(ii)  But the weaker it is, the more it will weaken us and make us lazy in God’s 

service.   
 

3.  This morning, Paul exhorts us to put off our sluggishness and indifference, and to be 
fervent in our love to Christ, so that we might do the work of His kingdom.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul warns us against laziness:  “Not lagging behind in diligence,” or as the KJV 
puts it, “Not slothful in business” (v. 11).   
1.  Literally, he says, “do not be slow in your speed.”   

a.  “Do not be lazy in your diligence.”   
b.  “Do not hesitate in your action.”   
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c.  “Don’t take your time in haste.”   
d.  “Don’t be unambitious in eagerness.”   
e.  These things don’t go together; the one cancels out the other.   
f.  It is a warning against being lazy or idle.   
 

2.  Just about every command in the NT has OT counterparts that spell it out even more 
clearly.  The command against laziness/slothfulness is no exception.   
a.  Where would you expect to find commandments and exhortations against laziness?  

If you said the book of Proverbs, you’re right.   
b.  Solomon, the wisest king who ever lived, saw the dangers of being lazy.   

(i)  It leads to poverty or want:  “I passed by the field of the sluggard, and by the 
vineyard of the man lacking sense; and behold, it was completely overgrown with 
thistles, its surface was covered with nettles, and its stone wall was broken down.  
When I saw, I reflected upon it; I looked, and received instruction.  ‘A little sleep, 
a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest,’ then your poverty will come 
as a robber, and your want like an armed man” (Proverbs 24:30-34).   

(ii)  Someone who is lazy hurts himself, his family, and others.  How do you think 
people end up on the street?  Laziness is sin.   

(iii)  This is why Paul writes to the Thessalonians, “For even when we were with 
you, we used to give you this order:  if anyone will not work, neither let him eat.  
For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no 
work at all, but acting like busybodies.  Now such persons we command and 
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread” 
(2 Thes. 3:10-12).   

(iv)  Employers also know that lazy people are frustrating to work with:  “Like 
vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the eyes, so is the lazy one to those who send 
him” (Prov. 10:26).   

 
c.  Laziness is a serious and destructive sin.   

(i)  Solomon writes, “He also who is slack in his work is brother to him who 
destroys” (18:9).   

(ii)  This is no less true with regard to the kingdom of God.   
(iii)  On the Day of Judgment, the Lord Jesus will settle accounts with His servants, 

and those who were lazy won’t make out so well.   
(iv)  The Lord will say to the lazy and unprofitable servant:  “You wicked, lazy 

slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I scattered no 
seed. . .  cast out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 25:26, 30).   

(v)  It hurts others, but it will especially hurt us if we are lazy.   
(vi)  It really shows that we don’t love the Lord or others if we are not willing to lift 

our hands and use our strength and abilities to serve.   
 

d.  Paul says, “Do not lag behind in diligence.”   
  

B.  Instead, he says, be “fervent in spirit.”   
1.  Literally, he says, “Boil in the spirit.”   

a.  He means show great eagerness, be enthusiastic, commit yourself completely to 
something (Lowe-Nida).   
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b.  It means to do something from the heart, with all your heart, to have a strong desire 
welling up, bubbling in your heart.   

c.  What are you excited about?   
(i)  Maybe it’s been a while since you’ve been this enthusiastic about anything.   
(ii)  But look at your children.  You know when their hearts are in something and 

when not.   
(iii)  When it comes to school work, the enthusiasm often isn’t there.   
(iv)  But when it comes to something they really enjoy, they put all their energy and 

attention into it.   
(v)  What is it that drives you, that has power over you?   
(vi)  In other words, where is your heart?  What do you love?   
 

2.  We need to be careful that our hearts are not set on things that are unimportant, 
especially not sinful things.   
a.  This is why Solomon writes, “Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it 

flow the springs of life” (Prov. 4:23).  Whatever you love will direct your life.   
b.  John tells us that it must not be the things of the world.   

(i)  “Do not love the world, nor the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, 
but is from the world.  And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the 
one who does the will of God abides forever” (1 John 2:15-17).   

(ii)  There are good things in this world we should receive with thankfulness.   
(iii)  But there are things that are clearly of this world and are wrong.   
(iv)  Our hearts should not boil towards any of these things.   
 

3.  What should they be on fire for?  The things of the Lord.  We need to be fervent, to boil 
in our hearts towards the Lord and the things that build up His kingdom.  Paul writes, 
“Not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord” (v. 11).   
a.  Remember, this is why the Love saved us:  to serve Him.   

(i)  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).   

(ii)  “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us 
to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and 
godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; who gave Himself for us, that He 
might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His 
own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:11-14).   

(iii)  This is the evidence that we have been born again by God:  “Even so, every 
good tree bears good fruit; but the bad tree bears bad fruit” (Matt. 7:17) 

(iv)  That we have a living and not a dead faith, “For just as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead” (James 2:26).   

 
b.  This is how we give glory to God and vindicate His work in our lives before men 

and angels.   
(i)  “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).   
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(ii)  This was the testimony of the faithful of the OT (Heb. 11), of Tabitha (Acts 
9:36), of Apollos (18:25), of Epaphras (Col. 4:12-13), and of Paul in the NT (Acts 
20:34-35).   

(iii)  This is what Paul required of widows before they received help from the 
churches (1 Tim. 5:10).   

(iv)  And of course, this is the example our Lord Jesus left us:  His meat and drink 
was to do the will of the Father (John 4:34).   

(v)  This is the cloud of witnesses surrounding us, reminding us that to serve the 
Lord is infinitely better than to serve self or the world.  “Therefore, since we have 
so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:1-2).   

 
c.  The Lord saved us for good works, He gave Himself an example of good works and 

He gave us many examples.  But again, the Lord doesn’t want us just to serve Him, 
but to serve Him “fervently.”   
(i)  Paul said, “Jesus . . . gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every 

lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for 
good deeds” (Titus 2:11-14).   

(ii)  In light of the greatness of God’s love and mercy, laziness and indifference can 
only be offensive to Him.  This is why He says to the church at Laodicea, “'I 
know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that you were cold or 
hot.  So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of 
My mouth” (Rev. 3:15-16).   

(iii)  If we aren’t fervent in our love and zeal for the Lord, we really don’t understand 
the importance of what He’s done.   

(iv)  But we need to understand it and live in the light of it.   
(v)  We need also to encourage each other to understand it.  The author to the 

Hebrews writes, “And let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and 
good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near” 
(Heb. 10:24-25).   

(vi)  The day is coming soon enough when we will no longer be able to serve the 
Lord in this world.   

(vii)  May He give to us all a heart of wisdom that we may redeem the time we have 
to serve Him in love.   

(viii)  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Therefore, since we receive a kingdom 
which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an 
acceptable service with reverence and awe” (Heb. 12:28).   

(ix)  And Paul writes, “This is a trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I 
want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God may be 
careful to engage in good deeds.  These things are good and profitable for men” 
(Titus 3:8).  May the Lord strengthen us.  Amen.   


