
“Faithful Servants” 

(John 12:24-26) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  So far we’ve seen that if we are to be the kind of people the Lord can use, we 

must:   

1.  Be firmly convinced that the Bible is the Word and God and use it in our lives.   

2.  Have a faith that is able to see the unseen, embrace the promises of God, and take hold 

of Christ for His provision of the Spirit.   

3.  Have a love strong enough to lay our lives down for Christ.   

4.  We must become like Jesus Christ – to think, speak and act as He would if He were 

standing in our place.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, let’s consider one further characteristic that must be true of us:  If we are to be 

the kind of people the Lord can use, we must become what we pledged the Lord we 

would be when we first received Christ and His salvation – His servants.   

2.  We’ll consider three things:   

a.  First, that we must follow Christ’s example of servanthood.   

b.  Second, what it means to be a servant of Christ.   

c.  Third, why we should serve the Lord.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we must follow Christ’s example of being a servant of God.   

1.  We saw last week that we need to be like Christ – this is simply another way we need to 

be like Him.   

2.  Christ, who is the Lord of glory, became a servant for us and for our salvation.   

a.  He pointed this out on one occasion when His disciples were arguing over who 

among them would be the greatest in Christ’s kingdom.   

b.  “But Jesus called them to Himself and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 

lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  It is not this way 

among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, 

and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the Son of Man 

did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many’” 

(Matt. 20:25-28).   

c.  If we are to follow Him, we too must be servants, “If anyone serves Me, he must 

follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the 

Father will honor him” (John 12:26).   

 

B.  What does it mean to be a servant of Christ?   

1.  It means, first, that Christ must be our only Master.   

a.  Jesus said that no one can serve two masters – notice not may, but can – because he 

will cling to one and hate the other.   

b.  We can’t serve Christ and anything else.   

c.  What is Christ’s main competition in our lives?   
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(i)  There are many things that can compete with Him, but we can boil them all down 

to one:  sin.  We were born in sin and were the slaves of sin, as we saw this 

morning.   

(ii)  The Lord freed us from sin that we might serve Him.   

(a)  Paul writes, “But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you 

derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life” 

(Rom. 6:22).   

(b)  He freed us that we might live for Him alone:  “Even so consider yourselves 

to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Therefore do not let sin 

reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on 

presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; 

but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members 

as instruments of righteousness to God” (Rom. 6:11-13).   

 

2.  Second, to be Christ’s servant means we must be ready to do His will and not ours at all 

times.   

a.  This is the essence of servanthood:  We must not do what we want, but what Christ 

wants.   

b.  We need to be wholly at His disposal.  We must be willing to do only His will.   

c.  Now that we’ve been adopted into God’s family, we are to live by His house rules.   

d.  We must say with Jesus – who is our great example – not My will, but Your will be 

done (Matt. 26:39).   

e.  This is what we bound ourselves to do when we professed faith in Christ and were 

baptized into His name.   

f.  This is what we promised in one of our membership vows:  “Do you acknowledge 

Jesus Christ as your sovereign Lord, and do you promise that, in reliance on the 

grace of God, you will serve him with all that is in you, forsake the world, resist the 

devil, put to death your sinful deeds and desires, and lead a godly life?”   

g.  If we are to be Christ’s servant, we must keep this promise.  The psalmist writes, “I 

have sworn and I will confirm it, that I will keep Your righteous ordinances” (Ps. 

119:106).   

 

3.  We must be willing to give Him our all.   

a.  It was Christ’s meat and drink to do the will of His Father.   

b.  Paul was willing to spend and be spent for Christ (2 Cor. 12:15).  Because of God’s 

grace in him, he worked harder than all the other apostles, “But by the grace of God I 

am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more 

than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me” (1 Cor. 15:10).   

c.  If we are to be Christ’s servant, we must be willing to serve Him with all our 

strength and to the end of our days, never expecting to stop until we finally enter into 

our rest (Rev. 14:13).   

 

4.  We must be willing to follow Him wherever He leads us.   

a.  Whether He leads us through easy situations or hard (Luke 9:23).   

b.  We must serve Him in the best of times and in the worst, when serving Him is 

popular and when it isn’t.   

c.  We must follow Him though no one else does.  (Athanasius).   
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5.  If we are to be His servants, we must be satisfied with what He chooses to give us.   

a.  One of the main reasons people turn aside from serving Christ is that it doesn’t pay 

well enough; it’s more profitable to live like the world.   

b.  We must learn to be content, as Paul was:  “Not that I speak from want, for I have 

learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  I know how to get along with 

humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every 

circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of 

having abundance and suffering need.  I can do all things through Him who 

strengthens me” (Phil. 4:11-12).   

c.  We need to learn not to complain – when we complain, we forget we’re servants 

who have promised to be content with whatever the Lord would send.   

 

6.  Finally, if we are to be Christ’s servants, we need to be willing to stand up for the honor 

of our Master.   

a.  Jesus stood up for His Father’s honor when He saw His house turned into a robber’s 

den.  Zeal for His house and honor consumed Him (Ps. 119:139).   

b.  Athanasius stood up for Christ’s honor when men wanted to lower His stature to that 

of a mere creature.   

c.  We must stand for Christ’s honor when we see Him dishonored.  If we are ashamed 

of Him or of His Words in this life, He will be ashamed of us.   

d.  Taking Christ to be our only Master, being willing to lay our will aside to do His in 

whatever He calls us and wherever He leads us, being content with what He gives us, 

standing up for His honor – these were part of the cost we were to count before we 

ever began to follow Him.   

e.  If we’re not willing to pay it, we can’t be His servants and so won’t enter into His 

glory.   

f.  This, by itself, is a very powerful reason why we should be His servants.  But there 

are others.   

 

C.  What are some of the other reasons we should serve the Lord?   

1.  Because the Lord is the best Master.   

a.  No one else will keep his promises as the Lord does.  Solomon prayed, “O LORD, 

the God of Israel, there is no God like You in heaven above or on earth beneath, 

keeping covenant and showing lovingkindness to Your servants who walk before 

You with all their heart . . . Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to His people 

Israel, according to all that He promised; not one word has failed of all His good 

promise, which He promised through Moses His servant” (1 Kings 8:23, 56).   

b.  He is the most patient of all masters:  David writes, “The LORD is compassionate 

and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness” (Ps. 103:8), and “For 

You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and abundant in lovingkindness to all who 

call upon You” (Ps. 86:5).   

c.  He takes care of all our needs.  When we are weak, He has compassion on us.  He 

holds us up when we are ready to faint and fall away.   

d.  Satan and sin would destroy us when they’re finished with us; but the Lord will 

never cast us away:  “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who 

comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” (John 6:37).   
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2.  Because His service is the best service.   

a.  Every servant of the Lord is free and serves the Lord freely.  We must do what He 

says, but what He says is good and right, and by His grace, something we want to do, 

which means we can serve Him freely and cheerfully.   

b.  Because it is an honor to serve Him.   

(i)  David did not glory in his office as king, as much as he did in his position as a 

servant, “In Your lovingkindness, cut off my enemies and destroy all those who 

afflict my soul, for I am Your servant” (Ps. 143:12).   

(ii)  Paul, when he wrote to the church at Rome, did not glory in the fact that he was 

a Pharisee or a Hebrew of Hebrews, but that he was a servant, “Paul, a bond-

servant of Christ Jesus” (Rom. 1:1).   

(iii)  Jesus, gloried in the fact that He was a servant to His Father.   

(iv)  If we serve Christ – our text tells us – the Father will honor us (John 12:26).   

 

c.  Because it is safer to serve the Lord:  The Lord protects and takes care of His 

servants, “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am 

your God.  I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with 

My righteous right hand” (Isa. 41:9).   

d.  Because of the rewards.   

(i)  We may have to suffer in the Lord’s service, if He wills, but He will make it all 

worthwhile.   

(ii)  Those who serve Him will be with Him (John 12:26) – will inherit His eternal 

kingdom.   

 

e.  Because of the help He gives us.   

(i)  Other masters command, but don’t help.   

(ii)  But the Lord gives us the strength to do what He calls us to.  David writes, “On 

the day I called, You answered me; You made me bold with strength in my soul” 

(Ps. 138:3).   

 

f.  And because He supplies all our needs.   

(i)  He may not give us all we want, but He will give us all we need.   

(ii)  All we need to do is set our hearts to serve Him, and He will provide the rest.  

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you” (Matt. 6:33).   

 

g.  Why should we serve the Lord?  He is the best Master; His is the best service; and 

He pays the best wages.   

h.  It’s also what love dictates, and the only way we will be useful to the Lord.   

i.  May the Lord grant to each of us the heart of a servant.  May He grant that each of us 

would lay down our lives to follow Him.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


