
“Examine the Scriptures” 
(Acts 17:10-15)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw the effects of the Gospel in Thessalonica were minimal:   
a.  They ministered as they customarily did:   

(i)  Going to the synagogues.   
(ii)  Arguing the case for Christianity – that Jesus is the Messiah and the only way of 

salvation – through the OT Scriptures.   
 
b.  But only some of the Jews were persuaded:   

(i)  Only a few Jews, though a great multitude of God-fearers.   
(iii)  Because of the Jews’ rejection, the Lord was turning more and more to the 

Gentiles to provoke the Jews to jealousy (Rom. 11:11).   
(iv)  The effects on the Jews were not remarkable – because of their hardness of 

heart – but they were there.   
 

2.  But because of their hardness of heart, persecution broke out against the apostles:   
a.  The Jews in their jealousy formed a mob and stirred up the city.   
b.  They came to where Paul and Silas were staying, but not finding them, took Jason 

and other brethren before the authorities.   
c.  They falsely accused Paul and Silas and wanted to implicate those who had helped 

them.   
d.  But the Lord protected them and through the civil law, allowed them to be released 

on bail.   
 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Meanwhile, seeing that things had become too heated for Paul and Silas to remain there, 
the brethren sent them away to Berea:   
a.  Here we see the Word received a better welcome:   

(i)  The Bereans received it with great eagerness.   
(ii)  They compared what they heard with what the Scripture said and found it to be 

true.   
(iii)  And many Jews and God-fearers were converted.   
 

b.  But again the enemy moved to try and thwart them:   
(i)  The Jews came from Thessalonica and stirred the crowds there against them.   
(ii)  The result was that the brethren again sent Paul away and concealed Silas and 

Timothy, so that they would be safe.   
 

2.  This morning, I want us to consider two things:   
a.  The first is something we continue to see as we go through the book of Acts:  We 

must persist in our calling to promote God’s kingdom if we are to succeed.   
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b.  The second is also a recurring theme, with some different applications:  as we persist 
in this work, there will be two different results.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we must persist in our calling to promote God’s kingdom if we are to succeed:  “The 
brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they arrived, 
they went into the synagogue of the Jews” (Acts 17:10).   
1.  We must persist by not become fearful or discouraged and giving up.   

a.  Because of the danger still present in Thessalonica, the brethren sent Paul and Silas 
away under the cover of night to Berea.   

b.  And yet, not being paralyzed with fear, but still forward in their determination to 
preach the Gospel, they immediately went into a synagogue when they arrived.   

c.  Perhaps this was s strategic move, trying to stay ahead of the persecution.   
d.  But it required courage nonetheless.   
 

2.  We must persist in proclaiming the truth, even if it gets us into trouble, and not change 
the message to make it more acceptable.   
a.  Their purpose, of course, was to do precisely what they had done in Thessalonica:  to 

reason with them, to explain from the Scriptures and to prove that the Messiah would 
suffer and rise again from the dead, and that Jesus is the Messiah.   

b.  This is what we are tasked with, though with a different audience:   
(i)  Ours is primarily Gentile, without the Jewish background.   
(ii)  Since our text for next Lord’s Day morning reminds us what our approach 

should be for this group, we’ll focus on that next time.   
(iii)  But let’s remember what might be the most important lesson we can glean from 

the book of Acts:  we must keep pressing forward.   
 
B.  As we persist, we are reminded that there will be two completely different results we can 

expect to see from our work:  positive and negative.   
1.  First, the positive results:  there will be some who will respond positively and be 

converted.  “Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they 
received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether 
these things were so.  Therefore many of them believed, along with a number of 
prominent Greek women and men” (vv. 11-12).   
a.  Luke says these Jews in Berea were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica:  

they received the Word with great eagerness.   
(i)  They examined the Scriptures to see if these things were true and didn’t just 

dismiss what the apostles said out of hand.   
(ii)  Many of these believed, because they were willing to search the Scriptures and 

their hearts were open to be convinced by it.   
(iii)  Notice this was also true of a number of Greek women and men of affluence 

(probably God-fearers connected with the synagogue).   
 

b.  We can’t pass over this commendation of Luke without seeing that the Spirit is also 
commending this attitude to us:  Their disposition of heart towards the Scripture.   
(i)  This is the way we also ought to approach what we hear taught and preached to 

determine whether or not it’s true.   
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(ii)  We should seek not only to understand it, but bring it to the touchstone of 
Scripture to verify its truth, to see whether it comes from the Scripture, so that our 
faith is based on God’s Word and not the word of man.   

(iii)  And we need to let the Scripture correct our current beliefs:   
(a)  Whatever agrees with the Scripture, even though it may be different than what 

we believe, or even though we don’t fully understand it, we must accept, 
submit to, believe or put into action.   

(b)  If we dismiss the truth simply because it doesn’t agree with our previous 
conceptions or because we’re too lazy or weak minded to study the issue for 
ourselves, we will not only create divisions in the body, but we will dishonor 
God who tells us to study it and know it.   

(c)  One of the difficulties I faced with the members who were here in the past 
was that they were unwilling to question their beliefs.  They were 
uncorrectable.  This is what eventually led to the division.   

(d)  Edwards faced a similar situation in his congregation – that his people were 
not willing to listen and learn from the Scripture – which eventually led to 
division and his dismissal.  This is what he saw as the problem:   

“A minister by his office is to be the guide and instructor of his people.  To 
that end he is to study and search the Scriptures and to teach the people, not 
the opinions of men – of other divines or of their ancestors – but the mind 
of Christ.  As he is set to enlighten them, so a part of his duty is to rectify 
their mistakes, and, if he sees them out of the way of truth or duty, to be a 
voice behind them, saying, ‘This is the way, walk ye in it.’  Hence, if what 
he offers to exhibit to them as the mind of Christ be different from their 
previous apprehensions, unless it be on some point which is established in 
the Church of God as fundamental, surely they are obliged to hear him.  If 
not, there is an end at once to all the use and benefit of teachers in the 
church in these respects – as the means of increasing its light and 
knowledge, and of reclaiming it from mistakes and errors.  This would be in 
effect to establish, not the word of Christ, but the opinion of the last 
generation in each town and church, as an immutable rule to all future 
generations to the end of the world”  (From J E’s Journal on the 
Communion Controversy, Dwight, Life of President Edwards, p. 358).   
 

(e)  If we are to embrace the truth that produces the unity we are to preserve, we 
must be willing, by God’s grace, to study and listen to the Scripture.   
 

c.  One question we might ask about the Bereans is, What made these Jews different 
than those in Thessalonica?  Why did they search the Scriptures?   
(i)  It was because God was at work in their hearts to bring them to faith in Him.   
(ii)  As we saw last week in the evening:  one of the marks of conversion – or of God 

working by His Spirit in our souls – is our willingness to listen to the Scripture, 
submit to it, and allowing it to remain in our thoughts and hearts.   

(iii)  If we love God and desire to know whether God is being honored by what we 
hear or not, we will search the Scriptures.   
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(iv)  And as we find a holy jealousy in our hearts for God’s honor, at the same time 
we will confirm that His Spirit is at work in our souls in a saving way – at least 
we will if our jealousy is a holy jealousy and not merely unrighteous anger.   

 
d.  But here are the positive results – the elect listened to Paul, searched the Scripture, 

saw that it was true, embraced that truth and were saved.   
 

2.   Sadly, there will also be negative results:  those who rejected/persecuted.   
a.  “But when the Jews of Thessalonica found out that the word of God had been 

proclaimed by Paul in Berea also, they came there as well, agitating and stirring up 
the crowds” (v. 13).   
(i)  The Jews of Thessalonica were still looking for Paul and Silas because of their 

hatred of Christ.   
(ii)  When they heard that Paul was in Berea, they immediately went (roughly 40 

miles) to stir up opposition against them.   
 

b.  The world will go to great lengths to persecute the truth.   
(i)  Too often, they will go further than the advocates of the truth.   
(ii)  But we must go even further, we must endure, keep advancing, keep pressing 

forward.   
(iii)  The world will not run out of hatred; we cannot afford to run out of love and 

zeal for the Lord.   
 

3.  But finally, even in the middle of this negative reaction, there was further positive fruit:  
protection from the brethren.   
a.  “Then immediately the brethren sent Paul out to go as far as the sea; and Silas and 

Timothy remained there.  Now those who escorted Paul brought him as far as 
Athens; and receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as 
possible, they left” (vv. 14-15).    
(i)  These new Christians, wanting to protect them, sent Paul away, while they 

protected or concealed Silas and Timothy.   
(ii)  They brought Paul to Athens (about 150 miles), where he then sent for Silas and 

Timothy to come to him as soon as they were able.   
 

b.  The first reaction of these new Christians was to protect those who were doing God’s 
will and bringing them God’s truth:  God was protecting them through His people.   
(i)  If we understand that what these men appointed by God have to give us is more 

precious than gold – which we only will if we are true believers, filled with His 
Spirit – then we will protect that truth.   

(ii)  There are so few today, out of so many, who know and proclaim God’s truth, we 
should be praying for them and doing what we can to see the work the Lord is 
doing through them continue.   

(iii)  May the Lord help and encourage us to do so:  to love Him, to love and receive 
His truth, and to protect and promote it and its proclamation with all our heart.  
This is how the kingdom advances.  Amen.   


