
“Evangelical Transformation” 

(2 Corinthians 3:18)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Edwards has been telling us that all genuine gracious affections grow out of what he 

calls “spiritual understanding” – that sight or sense of the excellency or glory of 

divine things, of the holiness of God.   

a.  Remember, he’s not talking about something we see with our physical eyes.   

b.  It’s something we experience when we perceive these things with our minds and 

receive them differently in our hearts.   

(i)  Unbelievers know something of the holiness of God, but they don’t see any 

beauty in it.   

(ii)  That was our situation prior to conversion.  But when the Lord opened our 

eyes by His Spirit, we saw that beauty.   

(iii)  Then our affections were drawn out to God and to Jesus Christ because of 

the excellency of their moral perfection, because of their holiness.   

 

2.  There are other effects that also follow this change:   

a.  When we see this glory in God’s truth, we’ll also immediately be convinced of 

its truth, far more so than if we worked through and understood every 

presuppositional or classical argument for the existence of God.  Spiritual 

knowledge gives us a full assurance that the invisible things of the Lord are true 

and real.   

b.  When our eyes are opened to the beauty of holiness, we can then immediately 

see it when it’s before our minds; we’ll immediately want to follow what’s good.  

Spiritual knowledge is one of the ways the Spirit leads us.   

c.  Finally, when we see His glory, we will also see at the same time our own 

sinfulness and be humbled by it.  Spiritual knowledge brings spiritual humility.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But of course, there is more.   

a.  Spiritual knowledge – the change in how your mind view the holiness of God – 

also brings with it a change of nature.   

b.  This is certainly implied by what we’ve seen, but Edwards now deals with this 

subject with a bit more detail.   

 

2.  This evening, we’ll consider two things:   

a.  First, that a clear view of the beauty of God’s holiness (spiritual knowledge) 

permanently transforms your nature.   

b.  And second, that this transformation is not a one-time event, but one that should 

be  recurring throughout your life.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, spiritual knowledge permanently transforms your nature.   

1.  It not only changes the way you see and think about God and His will, it also 

changes the nature of your soul.   

a.  “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, 

are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the 

Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18).   

b.  This is something the Holy Spirit does – He impresses His nature on yours.   

(i)  It's different than what He does in the lives of unbelievers - He might affect 

their frames of mind or their feelings, but He doesn't change their nature.   

(ii)  But He does that of His elect when He gives them divine illumination.   

(iii)  He transforms their souls by what they now see.   

(iv)  This is what we call conversion.   

 

2.  The way conversion is represented in Scripture strongly implies that it is 

accompanied by a change of nature.   

a.  It is represented as:   

(i)  Being born again.   

(ii)  Becoming new creatures.   

(iii)  Rising from the dead.   

(iv)  Being renewed in the spirit of the mind.   

(v)  Dying to sin and living to righteousness.   

(vi)  Putting off the old man and putting on the new.   

(vii)  Being engrafted into new stock (Olive tree).   

(viii)  Having divine seed implanted in the heart.   

(ix)  Being made partakers of the divine nature.   

(x)  It's hard to imagine how anyone can believe they're saved if their lives 

haven't been changed.   

 

b.  Conversion is a change of nature, of the whole man, from sin to God.   

(i)  It is not merely being restrained from sin, such as what the Spirit does for an 

unconverted person before conversion.   

(ii)  Your heart and nature is turned from sin to holiness, so that you become a 

holy person – one who loves what is right and hates sin.   

(iii)  Whatever you think you've experienced, if after this you become again what 

you were like before, you were never genuinely converted to begin with.   

(iv)  Edwards writes, “If, therefore, after a person’s high affections at his 

supposed first conversion, it comes to that in a little time, that there is no very 

sensible, or remarkable alteration in him, as to those bad qualities, and evil 

habits, which before were visible in him — and he is ordinarily under the 

prevalence of the same kind of dispositions that he used to be, and the same 

thing seems to belong to his character; he appears as selfish, carnal, as stupid, 

and perverse, as unchristian and unsavory as ever — it is greater evidence 

against him, than the brightest story of experiences that ever was told, is for 

him. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision, nor uncircumcision, neither 

high profession, nor low profession, neither a fair story, nor a broken one, 
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avails anything; but a new creature.  If there be a very great alteration visible 

in a person for a while; if it be not abiding, but he afterwards returns, in a 

stated manner, to be much as he used to be; it appears to be no change of 

nature; for nature is an abiding thing.”   

(v)  To put it simply:  If you wash a pig, he will soon get filthy again, because it’s 

his nature to love the mud.  But if you put mud on a dove, it will soon clean 

itself off, because that is its nature.  In the same way, if you return to your 

previous sins your nature hasn't been changed.   

 

3.  We do, though, need to take our natural temperament into account.   

a.  Conversion does not completely change your previous character.  The things you 

struggled with before, you will still struggle with and be more likely to fall into.   

b.  Genuine conversion will still make a big difference regarding these sins.  Even 

though grace doesn’t root them out entirely, it will still help you correct them.   

(i)  When the Lord changed you, He changed the whole man.  He freed you from 

every sin.   

(ii)  The old man was put off and the new man was put on.  Old things are passed 

away, all things become new.  All your sins were mortified.   

(iii)  If you were inclined to pride or covetousness before conversion, grace will 

help you to conquer them.  And even though you may be more prone to 

certain sins than to others, they will no longer have dominion over you, so that 

they will not be a part of your character.   

(iv)  Edwards says you will especially fight against the sins of which you have 

been most guilty:  “Yea, true repentance does in some respects, especially turn 

a man against his own iniquity, that wherein he has been most guilty, and has 

chiefly dishonored God.  He that forsakes other sins, but saves his leading sin, 

the iniquity he is chiefly inclined to, is like Saul, when sent against God’s 

enemies the Amalekites, with a strict charge to save none of them alive, but 

utterly to destroy them, small and great; who utterly destroyed inferior people, 

but saved the king, the chief of them all, alive.”   

 

4.  Edwards ends with a warning:  just because you have experienced something that 

seems to be beyond your nature doesn't mean that you've experienced saving grace.   

a.  Some would argue that because you've experienced things you don't experience 

anymore means they must have come from outside of you, from the Lord.   

b.  It's true that everything good and gracious in our hearts is entirely from the Lord.  

But when the Spirit unites Himself savingly to the soul, He stays there as a new 

principle of life, producing a new nature that remains.   

c.  Edwards writes, “In the soul where Christ savingly is, there he lives.”  He is not 

only working from outside your soul, He is inside making you alive.  You not 

only drink of the water of life that flows from Christ, but He makes a spring of 

water rise up and flow from you (John 4:14; 7:38-39).  Grace is a seed that is 

planted in your souls, that takes root and grows there as a new principle of life.   

d.  Spiritual knowledge permanently transforms your nature.   
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B.  Grace not only transforms the soul at the start, but continues to do so.   

1.  Even as your life was transformed when your eyes were first opened, so every sight 

you receive of the Lord’s glory afterwards continues to transform you according to 

the strength of that sight the Lord gives you.    

a.  This progress is represented in Scripture as a continual conversion.   

(i)  Paul exhorts those who are already saints in Rome to be transformed by the 

renewing of their minds (Rom. 12:1-2).   

(ii)  He writes to the saints at Ephesus who were dead and now are alive, whose 

eyes had been opened and whose lives had been transformed by the Gospel, 

that he did “not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in 

my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 

give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.  I 

pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know 

what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power 

toward us who believe” (Eph. 1:16-19).   

(iii)  He later exhorts them to “lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in 

accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of 

your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been 

created in righteousness and holiness of the truth” (Eph. 4:22-24).   

 

b.  Paul here isn't speaking of unusual experiences - where you have strong 

affections for a while and then have them leave without permanently changing 

you.   

(i)  Gracious affections “leave a sweet savor and a relish of divine things on the 

heart, and a stronger bent of soul towards God and holiness.  As Moses’ face 

not only shone while he was in the mount, extraordinarily conversing with 

God, but it continued to shine after he came down from the mount.  When 

men have been conversing with Christ in an extraordinary manner, there is a 

sensible effect of it remaining upon them; there is something remarkable in 

their disposition and frame, which if we take knowledge of, and trace to its 

cause, we shall find it is because they have been with Jesus, Acts 4:13.”   

(ii)  The more time you spend communing with Christ, the more you will be like 

Him.   

 

2.  I’m certain that if we probed more deeply into Edwards’ writings we’d find he 

would agree that the saints also experience times of reviving and declension.   

a.  But what he is speaking of here is that spiritual sight of God you should be 

seeking in all the means of grace that has the ability to transform you.   

b.  Let this encourage you, if you have seen the beauty of that glory in Christ, to 

spend more time with Him, that you might be transformed from one level of 

glory to the next, until you finally arrive in heaven.  Amen.   


