
“Endure to the End” 
(Matthew 10:22)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  The Holy Spirit, united with our souls in regeneration, produces a holy love that 

transforms our lives.   

a.  It makes us love what God loves and hate what He hates, producing whole 

hearted obedience to all of His commandments.   

b.  Because we will embrace obedience with a whole heart, we will find our hearts 

undivided and able to pursue holiness with great zeal.   

(i)  We will serve one Master – Christ – and not Christ and sin, as Jesus said, “No 

one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, 

or he will be devoted to one and despise the other” (Matt. 6:24).  

(ii)  We will not give ourselves half-heartedly to the Lord, but fully, as Paul 

writes to Titus, Jesus “gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless 

deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for 

good deeds” (Titus 2:14).   

(iii)  It’s not that our hearts will be perfect – because of indwelling sin – but they 

will be primarily inclined towards the Lord, so that this will be the character 

of our lives.   

 

2.  Remember one very important point:   

a.  Edwards is not saying that if you do these things, you will be saved – that would 

be salvation by works.   

b.  Rather, he is saying that if these things are true of you, you are saved.   

(i)  We do at all times what we want to do.   

(ii)  If what we want is to obey every command, to be completely holy, to 

become like Jesus Christ, to put out our greatest effort for the Lord’s glory, 

then we are saved.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  The third fruit of this holy love is that we will persevere in obedience to the end of 

our lives, no matter what we have to face.   

a.  This follows from the fact that this holy love in our souls, though it may be 

weaker at times, will never be fully extinguished, and because it won’t, we will 

continue to move forward towards Christ-likeness until we obtain it in heaven.   

b.  In other words, we will endure to the end.   

 

2.  This evening, let’s consider:   

a.  First, if the Lord has saved you, you will persevere to the end.   

b.  Second, you will persevere not only in easy times, but especially in difficult 

times.   
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c.  And finally, even when you stumble and fall – and we will all do so – you will 

never fall entirely away from the Lord.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, if the Lord has saved you, you will persevere to the end.   

1.  The Bible clearly tells us that if the Lord has saved you, you will ultimately arrive 

in heaven.  But it is equally clear that it is only those who persevere to the end who 

will arrive in heave.  Therefore, if the Lord has saved you, you will persevere.   

a.  This is another blow against easy-believism.   

(i)  You’re not saved by a faith that is alone.   

(ii)  If you are truly justified through faith in Christ, works will follow, one of 

which will be perseverance in all good works.   

 

b.  This is clearly what is taught in God’s Word.   

(i)  Consider our text:  “You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is 

the one who has endured to the end who will be saved” (Matt. 10:22; cf. 

24:13).   

(ii)  It’s only those who keep moving forward without turning back, who are 

going to make it to heaven:  Jesus said to the man who wanted to follow Him, 

but who first wanted to return home and say goodbye to his family, “No one, 

after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 

God” (Luke 9:62).   

(iii)  Only those who continue in obedience to His Word are genuine Christians 

and will be with Him in glory, “As He spoke these things, many came to 

believe in Him.  So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, ‘If 

you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine’” (John 8:30-

31).   

(iv)  Only those who persevere in doing good will receive eternal life:   

(a)  “God . . . will render to each person according to his deeds:  to those who 

by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, 

[He will give] eternal life” (Rom. 2:5-7).   

(b)  “But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 

abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, 

this man will be blessed in what he does” (James 1: 25).   

 

c.  We call this teaching the perseverance of the saints.   

 

2.  But don’t forget why you will persevere:  it’s because the Lord preserves you:   

a.  Jesus said regarding His sheep, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 

they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no 

one will snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is 

greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand” (John 

10:27-29).   

b.  Paul wrote to the Philippians, “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who 

began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).   
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c.  The Father will preserve you – if you are trusting in Jesus – because you are 

Christ’s reward for His work of redemption:  “But the LORD was pleased to 

crush Him, putting Him to grief; if He would render Himself as a guilt offering, 

He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, and the good pleasure of the 

LORD will prosper in His hand.  As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will 

see it and be satisfied; by His knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will 

justify the many, as He will bear their iniquities” (Isa. 53:10-11).   

d.  We call this teaching the preservation of the saint.  God will preserve you, and so 

you will persevere.   

 

B.  Second, if you are a true believer, you will persevere not only when things are easy, 

but especially when they are difficult – that is, during trials.   

1.  A trial is something the Lord brings into our lives that makes it more difficult for us 

to live the Christian life, to remain faithful and obey.   

a.  It may be difficult to imagine, but this is in essence what trials do, otherwise they 

wouldn’t accomplish their purpose.   

b.  They are meant to show us something about ourselves – the genuineness of our 

faith:  Peter writes, “In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little 

while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, so that the proof 

of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though 

tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:6-7).   

 

2.  There are many different things that God may bring into lives to test us.   

a.  He may bring things that incite or stir up our lusts; that tempt or entice us to sin, 

or that have the tendency to weaken our resistance against sin.  We should all 

know by now what our weaknesses are and know that the more we’re exposed to 

them, the more likely we’ll be to fall to them.   

b.  The Lord also brings other things that can make our duty seem more difficult, 

such as the possibility of suffering if we obey Him – pain, hatred from others, or 

the loss of our possessions or comforts of life.   

 

3.  But if we are true believers we will persevere through them all:   

a.  Edwards knew he was being tried when he was faced with a situation where if he 

clearly contradicted what his grandfather, Solomon Stoddard, had taught 

regarding the Lord’s Supper, he would expose himself to the loss of just about 

everything he had.  But realizing that the Lord was testing his faith and 

willingness to obey, and knowing it was his duty to speak the truth to God’s 

people no matter what the outcome, he did what was right and suffered for it.   

b.  This is the testimony of the saints in Scripture:   

(i)  God tested Abraham’s faith when He commanded him to offer up his son 

(Gen. 22).   

(a)  He subjected Abraham to the loss of one who was very precious to him – 

not only because Isaac was his son, but because he was the son of promise, 

the one through whom God’s promise would be fulfilled.   
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(b)  “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 

received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; it was he to 

whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your descendents shall be called.’  He 

considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which 

he also received him back as a type” (Heb. 11:17-19).   

(c)  The trial revealed what God already knew:  that Abraham really did 

believe His promise that his seed would come through Isaac, and that if he 

had actually succeeded in killing Isaac, God would have raised him from 

the dead.   

(d)  This also shows us something of the nature of faith – it’s not believing 

something we want to be true, but believing something God has told us is 

true, enough to act on it.   

 

(ii)  The Lord left many idolatrous nations in Canaan to test Israel to see if they 

would obey Him.   

(a)  “I also will no longer drive out before them any of the nations which 

Joshua left when he died, in order to test Israel by them, whether they will 

keep the way of the LORD to walk in it as their fathers did, or not” (Jud. 

2:21-22).   

(b)  Perhaps this is the reason He has allowed this nation to become as evil as 

it is today, to test us to see if we will trust and follow Him in the clear view 

of so many who don’t.   

 

(iii)  The Lord tested a particular scribe who wanted to follow him, to see if he 

was willing to give up everything.   

(a)  “Then a scribe came and said to Him, ‘Teacher, I will follow You 

wherever You go.’  Jesus said to him, ‘The foxes have holes and the birds 

of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head’” 

(Matt. 8:19-20).   

(b)  Are you willing to pay this price?  Jesus says, “So then, none of you can 

be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions” (Luke 

14:33).   

 

(iv)  Are you willing to give up even your own life?  You must be if you are a 

true believer.   

(a)  Jesus said to the church at Smyrna, “Do not fear what you are about to 

suffer.  Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that 

you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days.  Be faithful 

until death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10; cf. James 

1:12).   

(b)  The Lord brings trials to test our faith, to show us what we are really 

made of.   

(c)  But He also tries us publicly so that the world will also see, as a testimony 

to them.   

(d)  If you persevere under trial, then you are a true believer.   
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C.  Finally, if you are a true believer, then even when you do stumble and fall – and you 

will, since you will not be perfect until heaven – you will never fall entirely away from 

the Lord, but will endure.   

1.  Can true believers fall away for a while or into serious sins under trial?  Of course 

they can:   

a.  Consider David the king.   

b.  Consider Peter the apostle.   

 

2.  But unlike unbelievers they will not fall away completely.   

a.  This is implied by the fact that they will persevere.  “But we are not of those who 

shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the 

soul” (Heb. 10:39).   

b.  You will not serve two masters; you will not be a friend of the world; you will 

never be what you were before.   

c.  In Christ, you are a new creature, not only on the inside, but also on the outside.  

Old things have passed away, all things have become new, both in your heart and 

in your practice.  You will walk in newness of life to the end of your life.   

d.  Those who seem to walk with the Lord for a little while and then fall away 

entirely were never true believers.  Shepard writes, “Hence we learn what verdict 

to pass and give in concerning those men that decay and fall off from the Lord.  

They never had oil in the vessel; never had a dram of grace in their heart.  Thus 1 

John ii. 19.  ‘If they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with 

us.’  It seems they were such men, which were so eminent and excellent, as that 

there were no brands nor marks upon them, to give notice to the churches, that 

they were marked out for apostacy; but were only discovered to be unsound, by 

their apostacy; and this was argument good enough” (Parable, 1:226).   

e.  Those who use the assurance that they’re true believers as an excuse to sin are 

unconverted.   

(i)  Paul writes, “What shall we say then?  Are we to continue in sin so that grace 

may increase?  May it never be!  How shall we who died to sin still live in it?” 

(Rom.6:1-2).   

(ii)  Shepard writes, “When a man’s rising is the cause of his fall, or seals a man 

up in his fall, or at least the cause through his corruption.  Ex. Gr. Time was, a 

man lived a loose, careless, carnal life; by the ministry of some word, or 

reading of some book, or speaking with some friend, he comes to be 

convinced of his misery and woful condition, and sees no good nor grace in 

himself; he hath been even hitherto deceived:  at last he comes to get some 

light, some taste, some sorrows, some heart to use the means, some comfort 

and mercy, and hope of life:  and when it is thus with him, now he falls; he 

grows full and falls; and this rising is the cause of his fall; his light is darkness 

and death to him; and grows to a form of knowledge; his rising makes him fall 

to formality, and then to profaneness; and so his tasting satisfies him; his 

sorrows empty his heart of sorrows for sin; and his sorrows for his falls harden 

his heart in his falls; and all the means of recovering him harden him.—Look 

as it is in diseases; if the physic and meat turn to be poison, then there is no 

hope of recovery; a man is sick to death now. . . .” (Parable, 1:226).  
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f.  Those who look like believers, but who fall away under trial, were never true 

believers.   

(i)  The stony ground hearers looked like true believers until their faith was put to 

the test, then they fell away, showing they never were converted.   

(ii)  Stoddard writes, “One way of sin is exception enough against men’s 

salvation, though their temptations be great.  Some persons delight in iniquity; 

they take pleasure in rudeness, and intemperate practices: but there be others, 

that do not delight in sin; when they can handsomely avoid it, they do not 

choose it; except they be under some great necessity, they will not do it They 

are afraid to sin; they think it is dangerous, and have some care to avoid it:  

but sometimes they force themselves to sin; they are reduced to difficulties, 

and cannot tell how well to avoid it:  it is a dangerous thing not to do it.  If 

Naaman do not bow himself in the house of Rimmon, the king will be in a 

rage with him, take away his office, it may be take away his life, and so he 

complies; 2 Kings v. 18.—So Jeroboam forced himself to set up the calves at 

Dan and Bethel:  he thought that if the people went up to Jerusalem to 

worship, they would return to Rehoboam, and kill him; therefore he must 

think of some expedient to deliver himself in this strait; 1 Kings xii. 27, 28.  

He was driven by appearing necessity to take this wicked course.— So the 

stony-ground hearers were willing to retain the profession of the true religion; 

but the case was such, that they thought they could not well do it; Matt. xiii. 

21.  “When tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by 

he is offended.”  So Achan and Gehazi had singular opportunities to get an 

estate; if they live twenty years they are not like to have such an advantage; 

and they force themselves to borrow a point, and break the law of God.  They 

lay a necessity on estate, and liberty, and life, but not upon obedience.  If a 

man be willing to serve God in ordinary cases, but excuse himself when there 

be great difficulties, he is not godly.  It is a small matter to serve God when 

men have no temptation; but Lot was holy in Sodom, Noah was righteous in 

the old world.  Temptations try men, but they do not force men to sin: and 

grace will establish the heart in a day of temptation.—They are blessed that do 

endure temptation, James i. 12.  But they are cursed that fall away in a day of 

temptation” (Way to know Sincerity and Hypocrisy).   

(iii)  Stoddard doesn’t seem to take into account that a true believer may do this 

for a time – such as the examples above:  Peter, when he denied Christ to save 

his life, or as David, when he committed adultery and then tried to cover his 

sin through murder.   

(iv)  But a true believer won’t continue in that sin.  When he stumbles and falls, 

he will get up again and continue.  He will strive again to obey, put God first, 

and then persevere to the end.   

(v)  If you are a true believer this will be your experience.  But if you fall entirely 

away under temptation and testing, you are still unconverted.   

(vi)  And so again, examine your heart, and then respond accordingly.  Amen.   


