
“Endurance Leads to Life” 
(James 1:12) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we began looking at the book of James.   
a.  We saw that it doesn’t really focus so much on the redemptive work of Christ, 

considered from the standpoint of justification by faith.   
b.  Rather, it focuses on the very important topic of the justification of our faith:  that it 

is saving and not false.   
c.  In other words, the issue James deals with is sanctification – that without which there 

can be no true justification.   
d.  This is the reason Luther struggled so much with this letter.   

(i)  The church at that time was inundated with works that a Christian was to do to 
“earn” the beginning and the completion of justification (initial and final).   

(ii)  Luther had had enough of man’s works; he wanted God’s people to know about 
God’s grace.   

(iii)  The letter of James seemed to get in his way, though apparently he later realized 
that it didn’t.   

 
2.  Dealing then with the fruits of justification, James begins by applying this to something 

as fundamental as trials.   
a.  Remember trials are tests of faith:  they show whether we’re true believers or not by 

whether or not we endure.   
b.  But they are also a means of strengthening our faith and building endurance.   
c.  The additional strength and endurance we gain through trials will help to mature us, 

to complete us, to make us whole, so that we will be able better to live the life God 
calls us to live.   

d.  In short, trials will help us become better equipped to fight further spiritual battles 
that are themselves trials.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, James takes us to the conclusion of the process:  to final glorification.   
a.  Basically, he says it is those who persevere under trial who show they have genuine 

faith.   
b.  Those who have genuine faith, and those only, will enter into heaven – will receive 

the crown of life.   
c.  Because those who persevere show that they love the Lord and the Lord has 

promised to give this life only to those who love Him.   
d.  And so those who persevere through their trials are blessed.   
 

2.  This evening, then, we’ll want to see two things:   
a.  Only those who persevere through their trials will inherit eternal life.   
b.  Therefore, if we want to enter into life, we must persevere.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, James tells us that only those who persevere through trials will inherit eternal life.   
1.  James has already told us that true faith will give us the ability to persevere (vv. 2-4).   

a.  When it’s tested, it produces endurance.   
b.  And endurance will make us mature and complete.   
 

2.  How does true faith do this?   
a.  There can only be one way:  faith must give us something that will make us stay the 

course, stick to the Lord no matter what happens.   
b.  It is accompanied by love, for only a true and gracious love for Him will enable us to 

do this.   
c.  Listen to what Jeremiah Burroughs writes.  It is about seeking the Lord through 

prayer, but it is equally applicable to seeking the Lord in general and continuing to 
do so no matter what the obstacle.   

d.  “Surely it is not in vain to seek God.  For there never were any faithful seekers that 
ever would leave off, but would continue as long they lived seeking God.  They 
would seek His face evermore.  If it had been in vain, they would have left off.  
When we see a bee stick on a flower, and will not be driven off, or if she be driven 
off, she will come again, we conclude certainly that she finds honey there.  So all the 
saints of God that have ever sought God truly, would never be beaten off this way.  
Let the world do what it will, persecute them, set spies to watch them in their prayer 
meetings; let it punish and imprison them, let all the malice and rage of men be 
against them, yet they cannot hinder them either from praying in their closets, or 
from enjoying the benefit of the communion of saints in prayer.  Daniel had rather 
lose his life than be kept from his prayers, though but for a day, yes, three times a 
day, as he was accustomed.  He would not forbear one time.  He did stick to prayer 
finding honey and sweetness in it.  Oh how unlike we are to Daniel, though the 
performance of this duty was exceeding hazardous to him; yet he would not be 
deterred from it” (Jeremiah Burroughs, Day by Day, 50).   

e.  This honey, this sweetness, is what our love for God finds in God:   
(i)  If He is the object of our affection, we will only be satisfied with Him.   
(ii)  Nothing else will do, and nothing will be able to get us to deviate from that 

course.   
(iii)  There may be times when we drop back for a while, but we can’t permanently.   

 
3.  And so if we preserve, we show we love the Lord, and if we truly do love the Lord, we 

will obtain the crown of life, because He has promised.   
 
B.  Therefore, if we want to enter into life, we must persevere.   

1.  We must persevere through our trials.   
a.  Trials are a frequent part of life.   
b.  Just about everything we endure in this life is a trial of some sort.   
c.  As we saw this morning, God brings them in the areas He knows we need to be 

tested to strengthen us there, to give us endurance.   
d.  But we must persevere through them (Scripture).   
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(i)  Rocky soil:  trial causes it to wither (Luke 8:13).   
(ii)  Matthew 10:22 "You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one 

who has endured to the end who will be saved” (Cf. Matt. 24:13).   
 

2.  But how can we persevere through them?   
a.  Only by God’s grace:  He must give us the strength to do so.   
b.  How does He give us strength:  through the use of the means.   
c.  We must fix our eyes on Jesus (Heb. 12:2).   
d.  We must buffet our bodies and make them our slaves (1 Cor. 9).   
e.  We must lay aside any encumbrances, especially the sin that so easily entangles us 

(Heb. 12:1).   
f.  We must run with endurance (1 Cor. 9).   
g.  We must set our hearts on the goal:  Christlikeness on earth; Christ in heaven.   

(i)  “You should level at perfection of holiness, and no mark short of perfection 
should limit or bound your aims:  ‘Having these promises, let us cleanse ourselves 
from (all) filthiness of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God; (2 
Cor. 7:1).  Though perfect holiness cannot be attained, yet it must be aimed at; 
though we cannot reach unto it, yet we must be reaching towards it; though we 
cannot obtain, yet we must be still following after.  Because we cannot obtain all 
that is desirable, but there will be still while we live, something that is before, 
which we are yet short of; therefore our motion in religion must be constantly a 
progressive motion; we must still be going forward, and reaching out to that 
which is before, that our works may be more, and our heart may be better at last 
than at first (Prov. 4:18).  The path of the just must shine more and more unto 
perfect day; grace must be growing up till it be swallowed up of glory” (Richard 
Alleine, Day by Day, 15).   

(ii)  “Since Christ is so compassionate, surely it is unreasonable to quarrel at and 
refuse to submit unto His yoke?  The yoke of such a merciful one must be an easy 
yoke, and his burden a light burden (Matt. 11:30).  The kingdom of heaven is like 
a marriage and as the wife’s subjection unto a tender and indulgent husband is 
sweet and pleasant, so, and much more pleasant, is the believer’s subjection unto 
Christ.  Ungodly ones are strangely prejudiced against the scepter and government 
of Jesus; but indeed it is without cause.  They say, ‘We will not have this Lord to 
reign over us.’  It is a mercy to be translated into the kingdom, for then you are 
freed from other lords, which are so imperious [domineering], so cruel, and will 
reward with death all the service which you do for them.  All the precepts of 
Christ are for your profit and He forbids you nothing, but what He sees will harm 
you.  I think that at the reading of this, the most stubborn should yield and say, 
‘We stood outside against the Lord of life, but it was upon a mistake; we did not 
think His service was so near a kin to freedom; we once imagined His commands 
grievous, therefore we cast them behind our backs, but now they are to be 
esteemed above gold, nay, the finest gold, and are sweeter than the honey and the 
honeycomb” (Nathanael Vincent, Day by Day, 23).   


