
“Do Not Show Favoritism” 
(James 2:1-7) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  James is a good book to show us that Christianity is not merely a set of doctrines 
to be believed:  it is also a life that must be lived.   
a.  Historically, we call this experimental (or experiential) Christianity.   
b.  In Reformed circles, we call it experiential Calvinism.   
c.  James shows us again and again that faith (or a belief in the facts) without 

works is dead.   
(i)  Knowing isn’t enough; believing the facts isn’t enough; the demons 

believe and shudder (James 2:19).   
(ii)  We must experience them:   

(a)  Not just know that we are to repent, but repent.   
(b)  Not just know that we are to believe, but actually believe.  
(c)  Not just know or say that we love God, but really love Him:  in our 

affections, thoughts, the things we do.   
(d)  To know and not do is not Christianity, but hypocrisy:  we’re only 

deceiving ourselves.   
(e)  But to know and do what we know from our hearts, this is true 

Christianity.   
 
2.  James showed us this last week through two examples – one positive, one 

negative – by which we can test our faith:   
a.  The negative example had to do with our tongue:   

(i)  If a person isn’t able to bridal/control his tongue, if he can’t “tie it down” 
or “stop it from talking,” and saying things that shouldn’t be said, he’s 
only deceiving himself about his Christianity.   

(ii)  The Spirit of God gives us the power to subdue our sins, including sins of 
the tongue.   

(iii)  It appears as though this is one of the quickest ways to tell:   
(a)  Our heart is seen as a fountain.   
(b)  Our mouth is the opening through which its waters flow.   
(c)  What do our words tell us about the condition of our hearts?   

 
b.  The positive example had to do with our concern for the helpless and for our 

own moral purity.   
(i)  Do we love others enough to help them?   

(a)  James gave the example of the two most helpless:  the woman who 
has lost her husband, the child who has lost his parents.   

(b)  When we become aware of their difficulties, what do we do?   
(1)  Do we ignore them?  Hope they go away?  Hope someone else will 

help them?   
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(2)  Or do we love them enough to come to their rescue?  To visit them, 
comfort and counsel them, care for them, but especially provide for 
them?   

(3)  What do our actions tell us about our heart?   
(4)  What does our heart tell us about our spiritual condition?   
 

(ii)  And what about our relationship with the world?   
(a)  Are we in the world, but not of the world?   
(b)  Are we just as entangled in the things of the world as those of the 

world?   
(c)  Is there any difference?  Any obvious holiness/separateness in our 

lives?   
(d)  Are we really walking on the narrow path or broad?   
(e)  What do our habits, likes and dislikes, pattern of life, tell us about our 

spiritual condition?   
 

B.  Preview.   
1.  James now goes onto another test/command:  not to show favoritism.   

a.  This has always been a problem, but especially in our culture.   
b.  There has always been the temptation to honor celebrities – people who are 

wealthy, sports heroes, actors, actresses, singers, the unusually handsome or 
beautiful, prominent political or military figures, talk show hosts or people 
we prize for their knowledge or even for their holiness.   

c.  Along with our high regard also come the desire to honor them, but to 
dishonor those who don’t measure up to the standard they set.   

d.  James gives us the example of two on the opposite ends of the financial 
spectrum to give a stark contrast of how our hearts can incline differently to 
each of them and warns us against this.   

 
2.  This morning, we’ll want to consider that we are not to show favoritism, and 

we’ll look at two things:   
a.  What James is warning us against and what he is not.  
b.  Why it is wrong to show favoritism.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, what is James warning us against, and what is he not?   

1.  James tells us not to show favoritism, but this isn’t to say we can’t have 
preferences.   
a.  Does the Lord ever tell us that we may love one more than another?  Yes.   

(i)  Who are we to love most of all?  “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 
your strength” (Mark 12:30).   

(ii)  Yes, we are to love our neighbors as ourselves, but does this mean we 
may not love one more than another?   
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(a)  Paul says, “Husbands, love your wives” (Eph. 5:25); “Husbands ought 
also to love their own wives as their own bodies” (v. 28).  Wives are 
also to love their husbands.   
(1)  Here is a special relationship, singled out.   
(2)  Was Jacob wrong to love Rachel more than her sister Leah, so that 

he was willing to work seven years for her, while disregarding Leah 
(Gen. 29:16-18)?   

 
(b)  And what about the love that a parent has to his children?   

(1)  Jacob loved Joseph more than his other children because he was 
Rachel’s son and the son of his old age (Gen. 33:2; 37:3).   

(2)  Do you parents love your children more than others?   
 
(c)  Do you children love your parents more than your friend’s parents?   
(d)  Do any of you have a best friend that you like more than all your other 

friends?   
(e)  It’s not wrong to have preferences.   
 

b.  The Lord Himself makes distinctions in His love:   
(i)  He loves His Son more than any other man (Matt. 3:17), because He is 

God in human flesh, reflects His nature perfectly, is perfectly holy and 
righteous.   

(ii)  The Father loved His elect from eternity and chose to have mercy on 
them:  He does not love all men the same:  “Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him.  
In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, to the praise of the 
glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” (Eph. 
1:3-6).   

(iii)  Jesus showed preference to His Father and to His sheep by laying down 
His life for them and not for the whole world, “This is My commandment, 
that you love one another, just as I have loved you.  Greater love has no 
one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13-14), “I 
lay down My life for the sheep” (10:15).   

(iv)  Even among His disciples, Jesus seems to have set apart Peter, James 
and John (Matt. 17:1).   

 
2.  If James isn’t forbidding preferences, what is he warning us against?   

a.  In these other examples, no one is treated unjustly or unlovingly.   
(i)  There is no sin involved, no injustice.   
(ii)  It’s possible to love someone more than another, and yet still the others 

as you are commanded to.   
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b.  What James is warning us against is treating someone unjustly because we 
are partial to them or biased against them.   
(i)  The word in the Greek means partiality, favoritism, prejudice (Friberg).   
(ii)  It is an idiom meaning literally “to accept a face,” and means “to make 

unjust distinctions between people by treating one person better than 
another – ‘to show favoritism, to be partial, partiality’” (Louw-Nida).   

(iii)  James gives us the example of two men coming into the assembly:  one 
well dressed and the other poorly (v. 2).   
(a)  The man wearing the fine clothes is treated with honor and given a 

special place to sit (v. 3).   
(b)  The man poorly dressed is dishonored, not given a place to sit, or if 

so, in a lowly place (v. 3).   
(c)  What’s the difference between them?  James doesn’t say either is 

known.  The only thing seen is one appears to be rich and the other 
poor.   

(d)  The fact that the one is rich inclines them to honor him.   
(e)  The fact the other is poor inclines them to dishonor him.   
 

c.  Have you ever found this in yourself?   
(i)  Have you ever gravitated toward someone coming in here who stands out 

in some way?  Either because they look wealthy, important, good looking, 
pretty?   

(ii)  Have you shied away from someone who came here because there was 
something undesirable about them?  Either they looked poor, unimportant, 
obvious health problems, not handsome or pretty, rough around the edges?   

(iii)  Obviously, this is a sin we need to overcome.   
(iv)  There are many things that can bias us for or against others, but if it 

causes us to show favoritism or prejudice, then it’s sin.   
 

B.  Second, why is it wrong to show favoritism?  There are at least three reasons 
James gives, two of which we’ll look at this morning, and one more this evening.   
1.  First, James asks us why we would do this.   

a.  Why show favor to the rich?   
(i)  Does he intimidate you?  Or are you more comfortable around him?   
(ii)  Do you hope to gain something from him?  More prestige?  Money?   
 

b.  Why not show favor to the poor man?   
(i)  Are you not intimidated to show what you really think of him?   
(ii)  Is there nothing to gain?   
(iii)  Does association with him lower your own self-image?   
 

c.  James says, “Have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become 
judges with evil motives?” (v. 4).   

d.  There is no good reason to favor the one over the other, only sinful reasons.   
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2.  James calls us to further examine what we have really done when we have 
decided in favor of the rich man purely on the basis of his wealth:   
a.  It’s generally the rich that oppress you and drag you into court (v. 6):  

persecution of Christians usually comes from the wealthy and affluent or 
politically powerful.   

b.  It’s the rich who blaspheme the name of Christ (v. 7).   
(i)  Isn’t it those more well-to-do that are harder to affect with the Gospel?   
(ii)  When we did street evangelism, those in Ocean Beach were much more 

open than those in Mission Bay or Seaport Village, because they were in 
humbler circumstances.   

 
c.  But it’s the poor the Lord generally chooses to be rich in faith, the ones 

James tells us they had dishonored.   
(i)  Isn’t it true that we generally look up to and admire people for the wrong 

reasons?   
(ii)  We look up to the prominent people of our society and of the world, and 

honor them, but most often they are the ones bankrupt of faith.   
(iii)  It’s not their outward circumstances or gifts that matter; what really 

matters – James tells us – is the greatness of their faith, their 
Christlikeness – this is what gives them real value.   

(iv)  These are the ones we should honor, not the wicked.   
 

3.  Finally, James tells us that when we show partiality, we sin against the law of 
love.  This is what we’ll look at this evening.   

4.  But for now let’s allow the Lord to examine our hearts to see if we are guilty of 
sinful partiality or prejudice, to repent of it if we are, and ask Him to give us the 
grace to show love and consideration for all men.  Amen.   


