
”DO Not Reject the Discipline of the Lord” 
(Proverbs 3: 11-12) 

Introduction: The kingdom of God must be first in your hearts, first in 
your affections. This is what Jesus told you from the Sermon on the Mount 
last week. Everything else that you do in life must take a second place to 
your intense pursuit of His kingdom and His glory. Your goal must be to 
labor to expand the boundaries of His rule, of His government, and to 
increase the number of those who are obedient to that rule through the 
Gospel. Your gathering together on the Lord’s Day is not only to offer to 
your King the fruit of your lips in praise, which is an act of loving 
obedience to Him, but it is also to equip you with understanding, 
encouragement and power to give loving obedience to the rest of His 
commands. It is to equip you to do the work of the kingdom of God, which, 
in so doing with all your might, will best prepare you for the day of God’s 
judgment. You must never forget that that day is coming. Someday tt will 
be here. And if there is one thing that is the most important for you in 
this life, it is that you would be prepared for it. And the one thing that 
is most important to me, as a minister of Christ, is that you would be able 
to give a good account of yourselves when Christ looks over your life and 
examines everything that you have done. I want Him to see that you have 
labored with your gifts and talents, that you have wrestled in your prayers, 
that you have striven to do all in your power to see Him glorified first and 
foremost in all that you have done, and that you have not merely wasted your 
life chasing after the same things that the world eagerly seeks. I want Him 
to see that you were able to get your eyes off of yourselves and onto the 
needs of others. There is a world of people out there who are lost and on 
their way to hell, with no one to warn them. Jesus said, ”BEHOLD, I SAY TO 
YOU, LIFT UP YOUR EYES, AND LOOK ON THE FIELDS, THAT THEY ARE WHITE FOR 
HARVEST. ALREADY HE WHO REAPS IS RECEIVING WAGES, AND IS GATHERING FRUIT 
FOR LIFE ETERNAL; THAT HE WHO SOWS AND HE WHO REAPS MAY REJOICE TOGETHER” 
(John 4:35-36). It is through the conversion of sinners and discipleship 
that the kingdom of God advances. And it is through the saints that this 
takes place. 

This section in Proverbs comes to us providentially after Christ’s 
admonition, for it tells us that when we fail to do what the Lord calls us 
to do, and what He calls us to be in His kingdom, that He is faithful to 
discipline us. Children, you know that your parents love you. You know 
that most everything they do for you is because they love you. And you know 
that it is because they love you that they often need to discipline you. 
Discipline is not punishment, though it may feel the same. Punishment is 
merely being paid back for the wrong that you have done. But discipline 
looks ahead and seeks to change your behavior so that you will do what is 
right. Punishment is the infliction of justice. Discipline is an act of 
love. 

Children of God, Solomon says that your heavenly Father loves you as 
well, and he tells you this morning, through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, that 

You should not reject the Lord’s discipline, but receive it as the 

I want you see this morning that the Lord is faithful to chasten you 
loving badge of your sonship in Christ. 

when you go astray from His paths. But when He does chasten you, you 
must not resist Him, but learn what He is trying to teach you, for He 



2 

means it for your good, because He loves you. 

I .  Your Gracious Heavenly Father Is Faithful to Discipline You. 
A. First You Need to Understand What the Discipline of the Lord Is. 

1.  It is not retribution. 
a. As I said in my opening illustration, retribution is what 

b. It has in view the crime which has been committed and 
justice demands. You do this, you get that. 

delivers back a just penalty or punishment for that crime. 

2. But God’s discipline is not retribution, but loving correction. 
a. 
b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

g. 

It is correction which results in learning, in education. 
It is punishment which has another purpose in view, that of 
instruction. It may feel the same, but the intent behind it 
is altogether different. 
In the Suzerain covenant treaties of around 2000 BC, the 
Lord of the covenant, or the Suzerain, was referred to in 
the treaty as a father, and his servant, or vassal, was 
referred to as his son (TWOT 387). 
In the Old Covenant, God is the Suzerain Lord, and therefore 
the Father, and His people are His sons and daughters. Moses 
said, in the song which he taught the children of Israel just 
prior to his death, ”DO YOU THUS REPAY THE LORD, 0 FOOLISH AND 
UNWISE PEOPLE? IS NOT HE YOUR FATHER WHO HAS BOUGHT YOU? HE 
HAS MADE YOU AND ESTABLISHED YOU” (Deu. 32: 6). 
And because He was their Father in this covenant relationship, 
He was faithful to discipline them. The Theological Wordbook 
of the OT states, ”Hence, the theological basis for an earthly 
father’s discipline over his son is in the covenant. He bears 
the image of his covenant Lord, and as such stands in parallel 
relationship over his children -- chastening, correcting, 
instructing, providing -- which are expressions of an 
interpersonal relationship of love” (TWOT 387). 
Maybe you have never thought about why you do discipline 
your children. It is because God is faithful to discipline 
you in His covenant, and you bear His image and are called 
upon to be like Him. 

B. The Point Is that You Also Are God’s Covenant Children through Faith 
in Christ Jesus Your Lord, and Because You Are, He Is Faithful to 
Discipline You When You Do What Is Wrong. 
1.  You must never forget that even though you are a Christian, you 

are still capable of committing just about every sin that an 
unbeliever might commit. 
a. You may refuse to do something that you know is the Lord’s 

will, and bring His chastening hand upon yourself. 
(i) You might refuse to help someone that you know is in 

need of even the basic necessities of life. 

is sin or against the law when you clearly had 
opportunity. 

authority which the Lord has instituted in the family, 
or in the state, or in the church. 

kingdom and not have His righteousness as your highest 

(ii) You might fail to warn someone that what they’re doing 

(iii) You might refuse to acknowledge and submit to the 

(iv) As we saw last week, you may fail to put first God’s 
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personal goal. 

b. You might do something which your Lord has commanded you not 
to do, such as speaking evil of your brother, or holding a 
grudge in your heart against him. You might take the name of 
the Lord in vain, or lust after another person’s spouse. 

2. There are even things that you are not aware of that can bring 
His chastening hand upon you. 
a. This is not to say that the Lord hasn’t told you everything 

that you need to know for life and godliness, but just that 
you don’t know everything that He has said. 

reaches even as far as the thoughts that you think. 

because you are unaware that they are wrong, or are just not 
sure. 

you mature in the Christian life. 

bring upon you the discipline of your Lord. 

b. The Lord’s will for your life is very comprehensive. It 

c. It is possible for you to commit sins in ignorance, simply 

d. There are also things which become sin for you the further 

e. It would be impossible to list all of the things which can 

3.  But it might help you to see this truth more clearly by 
picturing the Christian life as a path which narrows the further 
you travel on it. 
a. The path itself is the area in which you should walk. It is 

the doing of what is right. Off to the sides of the path 
are the areas in which you should not step, the things which 
are sinful. 

b. A s  long as you are walking on the path, you are doing well, 
but if you step off on either side, or if you back up, then 
the Lord brings His correction to change your mind, to bring 
you to repentance, and to get you back on the path of faith. 

which happens as you travel farther and farther down the road, 
then the path grows narrower. Some of the things that were 
not as important due to your immaturity, now become more 
important. To whom much is given, much is required. The Lord 
now expects more of you, and so the path narrows. And that is 
not unusual, for you do not expect the same level of obedience 
and godly behavior from your two year old, as you do from your 
teenager. 
progress in the Christian life. But of course, your abilities 
will have grown as well, so that it will not be much more 
difficult. 

c. A s  you continue to grow older and more mature in the Lord, 

Even so, the Lord expects more of you as you 

4. But it is when you step out of the way, that the Lord is 
faithful to discipline you to get you back on the path. 
a. His discipline can take many different forms. 

(i) It can take the form of a rebuke from a friend. 
(ii) It can be the loss of something precious to you, such 

as a house, a family member, or any possession. 
(iii) For you children, it can come in the form of spanking 

from your parents, ”FOOLISHNESS IS BOUND UP IN THE 
HEART OF A CHILD; THE ROD OF DISCIPLINE WILL REMOVE IT 
FAR FROM HIM” (Prov. 22: 15). 

(iv) The Lord sometimes disciplines through sickness. Job 
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5: 17-18 reads, ”BEHOLD, HOW HAPPY IS THE MAN WHOM GOD 
REPROVES, SO DO NOT DESPISE THE DISCIPLINE OF THE 

WOUNDS, AND HIS HANDS ALSO HEAL. ” 
(v) Amos tells us that it can sometimes come by way of 

famine, drought, scorching wind, mi ldew, swarms of 
insects, and plagues (4: 6-1 1 ). 

censures that He inflicts to turn His people from their 
sins: admoni ti on, rebuke, suspension from the Lord’ s 
table. or excommunication. 

ALMIGHTY. FOR HE INFLICTS PAIN, AND GIVES RELIEF; HE 

(vi) Christ also disciplines His church formally through 

b. Which of these He uses depends on many things. 
(i) If it is a private sin that only you know about, then 

He chastens you personally. He uses those measures 
which He knows will be effective for you, to turn you 
from your sins. 

His church. If the milder forms of admonition and 
rebuke cause you to repent, then there is no need for 
the more severe forms. But if they do not, then 
suspension from the Lord’s Table and/or excommunication 
may be necessary to discipline you. 
God wants to show you that He takes sin seriously. 
desires to keep that sin from infecting the other parts 
of the body of Christ. He also desires to vindicate 
the honor of His Son in the eyes of the world by 
showing them that He does not tolerate sin. He 
requires this to punish the offender and to shame him 
so that he might turn from his sin, and renew his faith 
and obedience to the Lord. 

(ii) If it is a public sin, then He deals with it through 

(iii) He 

11. The Important Thing to Realize This Morning Is that When He Does 
Discipline You -- And All of You Have Been Disciplined by the Lord, if 
You Are His -- You Must Not Reject It, But Prize It. 

A. Only the Wicked Reject the Lord and the Things of the Lord. 
1.  The psalmist says that the wicked man, ”PLANS WICKEDNESS UPON 

HIS BED; HE SETS HIMSELF ON A PATH THAT IS NOT GOOD; HE DOES NOT 
DESPISE EVIL” (Ps. 36: 4). He rejects God’s Law, His ordinances, 
and His covenant. In short, he rejects God. 

2. And because he despises God and the things of God, he hates the 
discipline that He brings upon him. 
a. God uses really the same measures to discipline the wicked 

that He does the righteous. 
b. But these chastenings do not soften their hearts to turn 

them to the Lord. The Lord said to His rebellious people 
through Jeremiah, ”IN VAIN I HAVE STRUCK YOUR SONS; THEY 
ACCEPT NO CHASTENING” (2: 20). 

c. Because of the wickedness of their hearts they despise God’s 
discipline, and in doing so show that they really have 
nothing to do with Him, no matter what they might otherwise 
claim. 

B. The Righteous, on the other Hand, Do Not Reject the Discipline of 
the Lord, But See Count It a Blessing. 
1.  Solomon says, ”MY SON, DO NOT REJECT THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, 
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OR 
AS 

2. Yoi 
as 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

h. 

LOATHE HIS REPROOF, FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE REPROVES, EVEN 
A FATHER, THE SON IN WHOM HE DELIGHTS.” 

an indication of your adoption into the family of God. 
LL must not despise his discipline, rather, you should see it 

If you were not disciplined by the Lord, it would show that 
He really did not love you, that you were an illegitimate 
child and not a son. The author to the Hebrews writes, ”IT 
IS FOR DISCIPLINE THAT YOU ENDURE; GOD DEALS WITH YOU AS 
WITH SONS; FOR WHAT SON IS THERE WHOM HIS FATHER DOES NOT 
DISCIPLINE? BUT IF YOU ARE WITHOUT DISCIPLINE, OF WHICH ALL 
HAVE BECOME PARTAKERS, THEN YOU ARE ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN 

But when you do receive His discipline, it shows you that He 
loves you. And now you know why Solomon can say, ”TAKE MY 
DISCIPLINE, AND NOT SILVER, AND KNOWLEDGE RATHER THAN 
CHOICEST GOLD” (Prov. 8: 10) .  
When God disciplines you -- and this text tells you that 
He does discipline you, or you are not His -- it is a mark 
that He really loves you and that you are His child. 
Now don’ t misunderstand. I’ve already said that God uses 
the same things to bring both retribution on the ungodly, 
and correction to the godly. If He uses the same things for 
both, then how can you know whether you are receiving 
punishment from the hand of the just Judge, or the loving 
correction of a father? The answer is going to be in how 
you respond to it. 
A child that doesn’t respond to the discipline of a parent 
is really a rebel, and not a true son. A professed child of 
God who responds with hatred and anger to the discipline of 
his or her Lord, shows himself not to be a true believer at 
all, but a rebel against God. 
But a true child of God is humbled by the Lord’s hand. He 
searches his heart and life through the Scriptures to find 
out what he has done to displease his Lord. And he turns 
from his sin, and endeavors after holiness, counting the 
Lord’s stripes as a blessing, for he knows that God is 
disciplining him for his good, that he may share His 
holiness (Heb. 12: 10) .  
What has your reaction been to God’s discipline? When He 
brings trial or adversity, sickness or calamity what has 
your response been? 
rebuke through the Scriptures, how have you reacted? Do you 
despise His chastening hand? Do you loathe His reproof? Do 
you seek to justify yourself before God? If so, then you 
need to come to Christ today and ask Him to change your 
heart, to take away your heart of stone and to give you a 
heart of flesh, before you are broken beyond remedy. 
But if by His discipline you have learned to turn from your 
sins, if you have benefited by increased godliness, if it 
has produced these blessed effects in your life, then praise 
God for His mercy. You may know that the Lord loves you, 
because His mark of ownership is upon you. 
do not reject your Lord’s discipline, or loathe His reproof, 
”FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE REPROVES, EVEN AS A FATHER, THE 
SON IN WHOM HE DELIGHTS.” Receive God’s discipline as an 
expression of His love, and let Him work holiness in your 

AND NOT SONS” (12:  7-8). 

When you have received admonition and 

People of God, 
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life. Amen. 


