
 

“Do Not Neglect to Show Hospitality” 
(Hebrews 13:2) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Last week we saw how the author to the Hebrews exhorted his readers to continue to exercise the 
affection for one another which the Lord had put into their hearts.  You’ll remember that one of the marks of God’s 
grace in our lives is that we love the saints, not just as persons or close relations, but as a saints, as those who bear 
the image of God.  The Spirit creates this love, and not only causes us to love one another, but also makes us more 
lovely to one another.  But as we also saw, even though He does cause us to love, we still need to be exhorted to 
love still more.  There are things which get in its way.  The sin which still resides in our hearts, not only clogs or 
gums up the exercise of our love towards one another, it also hinders the exercise of our brethren’s love toward us, 
because it makes us less lovely and lovable.  Therefore we need the gracious command of the Lord to love one 
another.  We need to see and feel that it is our duty to do so.  God requires that we overcome our selfishness and 
bitterness, and that we not hold grudges.  We must forgive and embrace one another.  As we do this, we will not 
only be pleasing the Lord by our obedience, but we will also become more lovely to our brethren, because we are 
becoming more like Christ.  This will draw even more love out of their hearts for us, which will in turn draw more 
love out of our hearts for them.  It is a blessed circle which ends in being united with one another in one heart and 
soul (Acts 4:32).   
  But as I said before, this is only the fountain from which all our actions of love are to flow.  The particular 
act of love which the author to the Hebrews exhorts us to tonight is that  
 
  We should not neglect to show hospitality to strangers.    
 
I.  First, we should consider what hospitality is.   

A.  Hospitality doesn’t mean what we usually think.   
1.  We usually think of it as inviting our brethren over to have a good time of Christian fellowship, or to 

share a meal.   
2.  Now this certainly can be Christian fellowship, but it isn’t necessarily hospitality.   
 

B.  The word actually means to show love to someone you don’t know.   
1.  Literally, it means, “love for strangers or foreigners.”  It means to love them in order to make them 

friends.   
2.  This is a very good and righteous thing to do.  It is never good to have a stranger come into your life and 

to have them remain a stranger.  Walls need to be broken down.  A relationship needs to be built, whether 
that person happens to be a brother or sister in Christ, or someone in need of Christ.   

3.  And, as we would suspect, this is exactly what we see the saints doing throughout the Scriptures.   
a.  When Abraham was sitting at the doorway of his tent in the heat of the day and looked up and saw 

three men standing opposite him, the first thing he did was to run out to greet them, bow down to 
them, and invite them over to his tent to refresh themselves (Gen. 18:1-5).   

b.  When two of these men went down to Sodom at evening, Lot, who was sitting at the gate, rose up to 
meet them, bowed with his face to the ground, and invited them to spend the night in his house and 
refresh themselves, so that they might rise early the next day and go on their way (Gen. 19:1-2).   

c.  When Job was searching his heart, trying to understand why the Lord had afflicted him, he thought 
about whether or not he had fulfilled his obligation to his fellow man.  And it is clear from what he 
said that he thought it would be a very wicked thing if he had neglected to show hospitality.  He says, 
“If I have kept the poor from their desire, or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail, or have eaten 
my morsel alone, and the orphan has not shared it (but from my youth he grew up with me as with a 
father, and from infancy I guided her), if I have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing, or that the 
needy had no covering, if his loins have not thanked me, and if he has not been warmed with the 
fleece of my sheep, if I have lifted up my hand against the orphan, because I saw I had support in the 
gate, let my shoulder fall from the socket, and my arm be broken off at the elbow.  For calamity from 
God is a terror to me, and because of His majesty I can do nothing.(Job 31:16-23).   

d.  This was the righteous thing to do:  if you see someone in need, and you can meet that need, you 
should do it.  I think we would all agree.   

e.  When a Levite went from Ephraim to Bethlehem to get his concubine who had run away, as he was 
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returning, he stopped in Gibeah.  He expected that someone would take him into his house, but no one 
did, until an old man came in from the field saw him, and invited him in (Judges 19).   

f.  And even years later in Philippi, there was a woman who would practice this hospitality towards Paul 
and Silas.  Luke writes that as Paul and Silas were speaking, “A certain woman named Lydia, from 
the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened 
her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.  And when she and her household had been 
baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house 
and stay.’  And she prevailed upon us” (Acts 16:14-15).   

g.  This is what hospitality is all about, and you can see from the examples that it is a very good and 
righteous thing to do.  It provides something which is necessary to those who are in need.   

 
II.  Now anything which is good and righteous in itself you must certainly expect to find commanded by the 

Lord in Scripture.  And we are not disappointed.  God commands us to show hospitality.    
A.  God required hospitality of His Old Covenant people.   

1.  He commanded His people in the book of Leviticus, “The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as 
the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you were aliens in the land of Egypt:  I am 
the LORD your God” (19:34).   

2.  Moses said in the book of Deuteronomy, “[God] executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and 
shows His love for the alien by giving him food and clothing.  So show your love for the alien, for you 
were aliens in the land of Egypt” (10:18-19).   

3.  And when He reproves His people for their hypocritical fasting, through Isaiah, He also shows them the 
right way.  He says, “Is this not the fast which I choose, to loosen the bonds of wickedness, to undo the 
bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed go free, and break every yoke?  Is it not to divide your bread 
with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into the house; when you see the naked, to cover him; and 
not to hide yourself from your own flesh?  Then your light will break out like the dawn, and your 
recovery will speedily spring forth; and your righteousness will go before you; the glory of the LORD 
will be your rear guard.  Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; you will cry, and He will say, 
‘Here I am.’  If you remove the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking 
wickedness, and if you give yourself to the hungry, and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then your light 
will rise in darkness, and your gloom will become like midday.  And the LORD will continually guide 
you, and satisfy your desire in scorched places, and give strength to your bones; and you will be like a 
watered garden, and like a spring of water whose waters do not fail” (58:6-11).   

 
B.  The Lord also show us that He requires this in the New Covenantas well.  As you would expect, 

righteousness is not a changing standard, but an eternal one, since it is the very nature of God.   
1.  The author to the Hebrews commands his readers in our text, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to 

strangers” (13:2).   
2.  Paul writes, “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.  Be devoted to one 

another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, 
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, 
contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality” (Rom. 12:9-13).   

3.  And Peter writes, “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude 
of sins.  Be hospitable to one another without complaint” (1 Pet. 4:8-9).   

4.  So important is this act of brotherly love, that it is required of a man who would be an elder in Christ’s 
church.  Paul writes, “An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, 
prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, 
uncontentious, free from the love of money” (1 Tim. 3:2-3).  And it is required of those women who 
would be put on the list of widows indeed.  He writes, “Let a widow be put on the list only if she is not 
less than sixty years old, having been the wife of one man, having a reputation for good works; and if she 
has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints' feet, if she 
has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work” (1 Tim. 5:9-10).   

5.  But even more importantly, it is required of all who would enter into God’s kingdom at last.   
a.  On the day of judgment, Jesus will say to those on His right, “‘Come, you who are blessed of My 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry, and 
you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and you invited 
Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to 
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Me.’  Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed 
You, or thirsty, and give You drink?  And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or 
naked, and clothe You?  And when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’  And the 
King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these 
brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me’” (25:34-40).   

b.  Conversely, Jesus tells us the reasons why the goats on the left will not enter into heaven, but be cast 
into hell, will be, “I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me 
nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; 
sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me” (25:42-43).   

c.  Now again, it is not that the sheep will be saved by their works, but that they will show by their works 
that they are truly Christ’s sheep.  The Lord changes our hearts to give us an instinctive love for the 
things which are right, so that we will do them.   

 
C.  But again I would remind you that this act of Christian charity is not that which we do for those whom we 

know.  Certainly we are to do good to all men, especially those who are of the household of faith.  But 
hospitality mainly applies to strangers.   
1.  The author to the Hebrews tells us, “For by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”   

a.  He here must be referring to Abraham, who first met the three men and invited them in before he 
found out that they were really the Lord and two angels.   

b.  He must also be referring to Lot, who met the angels and invited them in, before he knew they were 
angels, since he expected that they would spend the night and go on their journey the next day.   

c.  And perhaps he might also have been referring to Manoah and his wife, the parents of Samson, who 
met a man whom they thought was a man of God, who later turned out to be the angel of the Lord 
(Judges 13).   

d.  If these entertained angels without knowing they were angels, then they must not have known who 
they were, since they didn’t seem to know even what they were.   

 
2.  Showing hospitality to strangers and meeting the needs of those whom we don’t know is a necessary part 

of Christian love.   
a.  It is not enough for us to love only those whom we know and who love us.  Jesus said in the Sermon 

on the Mount, “For if you love those who love you, what reward have you?  Do not even the tax-
gatherers do the same?  And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others?  Do 
not even the Gentiles do the same?   Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect” (Matt. 5:46-48).   

b.  He tells us again in Luke 14, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or 
your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, and repayment 
come to you.  But when you give a reception, invite the poor, the crippled,  the lame, the blind, and 
you will be blessed, since they do not have the means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the righteous” (vv. 12-14).  I wonder when the last time was that any of us here 
thought about doing anything like this.   

c.  But now in order for us to fulfill this command, what do we need to do?   
(i)  First, we need to realize that this is not a command to bring every homeless person we meet into 

our houses.  Some are on the street because they want to be, and others are there because they 
refuse to work.  If they are capable of taking care of themselves, and yet refuse to, we would 
actually be sinning if we helped them (2 Thes. 3:10).   

(ii)  But there are some who may need our help.  There are times when we should bring them into our 
homes and feed them, or in other cases, put them up in motels.  Our motel system is quite a bit 
different than what was available in those days.   

(iii)  We should certainly be open to housing those whom we know are Christians who may be in our 
area for a while and need our help.  Some commentators believe that the author’s reference to 
angels may really be referring to messengers, such as those who bring the Gospel.  The word 
certainly can be translated “messenger.”   

(iv)  But this doesn’t refer exclusively to helping Christians, since it is a call to be gracious and 
hospitable to those who are strangers.  Certainly neither Abraham or Lot knew much about their 
visitors.  And in their day, it was probably very questionable whether their visitors would have 
been worshipping the true God, especially in the land in which they lived.   
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(v)  But we must exercise caution.  The Lord doesn’t expect us to put our lives or possessions 
necessarily on the line.  But on the other hand, we should not be so cautious as to exclude 
everyone.   

(vi)  Let our hearts be open to express Christian love and charity, but let us do so prayerfully, that we 
may carry out a necessary service to those who are in need, according to God’s Word.  And let us 
remember also what the Lord said, “He who is gracious to a poor man lends to the LORD, and He 
will repay him for his good deed” (Prov. 19:17).  Amen.   


