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 Reference: REV 3:14-22 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 5/25/03 

Do Not Love the World 
 
Purpose: To show how the Lord viewed the Laodiceans because they had left 
Him for worldly things.  He has not changed and will view us the same way if 
we become like them.  To call hearers back to Christ and away from the 
world. 
 

1. Introduction 
If someone says to you “You make me sick” – serious thing 
Breakdown in relationship 
You would ignore such a comment only at your peril 
Suppose it was your husband or your wife 
A brother, sister, parent 
Your closest friend – didn’t know of a problem and then: 
“You make me sick” 
Wouldn’t that make you sit up and take notice? 
What if it was Jesus who said that? 
What if He appeared here and now and said to this church, 
“You make me sick” 
Would we pay attention? 
Would we want to find out what was wrong and put it right? 
Tonight we are going to look at a church – Laodicea 
Jesus said exactly this to them – look at verse 16. 
Can there be more solemn words in Scripture? 
And the cause of this problem is one we face every day 
Worldliness.  Love of Money. 
Let’s look closely at this church 
Let’s examine ourselves in comparison 
Make sure Christ never says this to us. 
This is not an easy message – Christ has nothing good to say 
It will search us and try our hearts – but that is a good thing! 
Better to find out and repent than to drift on in this condition 
And look at the Lord’s motive – v 19 – it is love 
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2. The Heart of the Problem 
Let’s get right to the problem – vs17 
Laodicea was a wealthy town, 20 miles from Colosse on Lycus 
Lay on a great Asian trade route of that day 
Became a leading banking center - wealthy 
Refused Senate’s aid reconstructing after earthquake in 60AD 
Could afford to rebuild without help - proud 
Thriving textile industry - black wool 
Famous medical centre - famous for eye treatments 
In other words they had it easy – the “good life” 
They were very comfortable 
They had no concerns: 
“I am rich and have become wealthy and have need of nothing” 
Illness?  I have the best doctors 
Poverty? Not a chance! 
Clothing?  I have the best 
Disaster?  I can rebuild 
I have need of nothing. 
Their wealth had become a snare to them 
Just as the Lord said it could: 

Hosea 12:8 And Ephraim said, “Surely I have become rich, I have 
found wealth for myself; In all my labors they will find in me No 
iniquity, which would be sin.”  

Possessions can make us blind to our sin 
Matthew 13:22 “And the one on whom seed was sown among the 
thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world 
and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes 
unfruitful.  

Possessions can choke us and make us spiritually unfruitful 
Matthew 19:21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be complete, go and 
sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 But when the young man heard 
this statement, he went away grieving; for he was one who owned 
much property. 23 And Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I say to you, 
it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 “Again I 
say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”  

Possessions can possess us; be most precious thing in our lives 
1 Timothy 6:9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and 
a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into 
ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of 
evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many griefs.  
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Possessions don’t deliver on promises – cause grief and shame 
James 5:1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries 
which are coming upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted and your 
garments have become moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and your silver have 
rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume 
your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your 
treasure!  

Money has no enduring value and should not be our goal here 
But the Laodiceans had not heeded these warnings 
They loved their wealth 
They boasted of their self-sufficiency 
Ceased to see God as the giver of all good things 

3. The Symptoms of the Problem 
What was the outcome for the Laodiceans? 
They were lukewarm vs15 
Neither cold nor hot. 
Water from nearby Heirapolis hot springs 
Lukewarm and emetic by the time it reached Laodicea 
Tepid.  Neither one thing nor another 
Indifferent, apathetic 
Unfruitful – choked by the deceitfulness of money 
More hope of making an unbeliever hot than one of these 
Therefore the Lord wishes they were cold or hot 
Either is preferable. 
They had been hot once as a church 
But now they had gone off the boil 
They had shut Jesus out of the church vs 20 
Money and possessions had taken His place 
There was no fellowship with Him – no dining 
Was the Lord present at their Communion? No! 
Was He present in their ministry? No! 
He was shut out 
 
And not only were they not concerned 
They didn’t even know they had a problem – vs 17 
Can almost hear them chatting about latest black wool cloak 
About the deal they did with the people on the trade route 
advances doctors had made; what cures had worked for them 
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fine buildings that had replaced those destroyed in earthquake 
 
You do not know your real condition 
You think you are rich – but you are poor spiritually 
You think you can see (salve) but you are blind 
You think you are well-dressed but you are naked 
You think you need nothing but you are wretched and miserable 
Like Samson – rose to fight Philistines but did not realize the 
Lord had left 
 
Their riches had gradually taken their affections from Christ 
They were trusting in their material prosperity 

4. Can it be true? 
The Laodiceans didn’t feel or see their need. 
Why should they believe they had a problem? 
Look how Christ introduces himself vs 14 
When this One says He knows, who will question Him? 

5. A message for today? 
Does this apply to us today? 
We live in one of the wealthiest states 
In the wealthiest nation on earth 
We have food aplenty – especially in the Valley! 
A cost of living much lower than other parts of the world 
A high standard of living 
Until 9/11, unshakeable security 
Generally very advanced and sophisticated medical services 
How easy for us to say “I have need of nothing” (or think it!) 
How easy for us to allow these things to possess us 
To trust in them and not in Christ 
To go off the boil. 
How easy as a church to be concerned about physical, material 
How easy to relegate the spiritual to a poor 2nd 
Why should we pray when there’s always food and clothing? 
When we have enough and to spare? 
Why ask God? 



se052503pm.doc 
 

5 
 

And if disaster hits, we will be OK - We  can rebuild – better!! 
We have the know-how and technology 
If we get sick, the doctors can usually treat us 
If something goes wrong, throw it away and buy a new one! 
We are so wealthy here!  All of us! 
There is so much that we can stop relying upon God to provide 
Or stop seeing God as the Provider 
Are we then immune to the problems faced by Laodicea 
Have we an antidote to the love of money? No!   
“But we don’t have that problem here!” 
Don’t you think they would have said that in Laodicea? 
They did not know their problem 
But Jesus said “you make me sick” 
Are we so sure that we are hot for the Lord? 
Is our love ardent & glowing?  Isn’t this what being hot means? 
What of our devotions?   
Do they happen? Blessed times/tedious routine?  Love Word? 
We love Him less if we don’t see Him behind all good things 
What of prayer?   
Do we pray? Fervent, importunate, bold?  Or vain repetitions? 
Pray less if we don’t see any great need 
What of our witness?   
Do we tell others? Can we help but speak,  
Or are we embarrassed in case we are thought fanatical? 
Do we love Christ more now than 2 years ago?  5 years? 
Are we hot?  Or are we comfortable and see no need to change? 
Or have we just forgotten what hot is and become like Laodicea 
This is not comfortable, but it IS necessary? 
 
Could it be true? 
Maybe not for all of us – praise God if that is so! 
But if not, watch out – this is such a huge issue 
We have got to the point where we have turned this on its head 
Christians will be wealthy!! 
You are a failure if you are poor. 
But Jesus says watch out if wealthy – hard to enter heaven! 
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6. What’s the answer? 
Laodicea was given some advice by the Lord vs 18 
They needed to buy spiritual riches 
White garments to cover their nakedness 
Have their spiritual eyes opened so they could see 
What could they buy these things with? Not with money! 
These things come without money and without price Isa 55 
Through the Grace of God in Christ 
 
We need to heed the Lord’s advice too 
To whatever extent the world has cooled us down 
What good to inherit the whole world and forfeit our souls? 
Friensdship with the world is enmity towards God! 
You cannot serve the Lord and Money! 
We need to repent and get back to Christ 
Realize that His righteousness is the only clothing to wear 
His riches will never wear out 
The sight he can give is true sight 
Don’t strive to be rich in this world 

1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and 
some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs. 11 But flee from these things, you man 
of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
perseverance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith; take 
hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the 
good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  
1 Timothy 6:17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to 
be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on 
God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 18 Instruct them to 
do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 
19 storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 
future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.  

If you are rich, use your riches wisely – hold them loosley 

7. This is a hard word 
Maybe to some it is hard 
But look at vs 19-22 
Does the Lord mean to crush us through this? 
Is this sport for Him? 
No – He loves us and therefore He disciplines us 
If we will heed the discipline, look at the reward! 



se052503pm.doc 
 

7 
 

He stands ready even now  
If we have trusted our riches rather than Him 
If we have shut Him out and said we don’t need Him 
He knocks 
If we realize our need and we hear and open 
He will not destroy but enter and renew fellowship 
Dine with us 

8. Conclusions 
Watch out for the world 
Watch out for riches 
Watch out that we do not make Christ sick 
Look to Him, wherever you are 
Far from Him?  Return – look at the promises 
Close to Him?  Stay there – heed the warnings 
Never known Him?  You have no-one to care for your soul like 
this!  Come to Him now! 
If you have and ear, hear what the Spirit says to the churches 


