
”DO Not Let Lovingkindness and Truth Forsake You” 
(Proverbs 3: 3-4) 

Introduction: In Matthew 24, Jesus describes to His disciples what the things 
are that are going to take place prior to the destruction of the Temple in 70 
A.D. It is clear in His words that He also has in view His second coming 
which was yet many years in the future. One of the things He mentions which 
would prevail at both times would be an increase of lawlessness, and because 
of that, a decrease in love. He said, ”AND BECAUSE LAWLESSNESS IS INCREASED, 
MOST PEOPLE’S LOVE WILL GROW COLD” [v. 12). He does not say that their lack 
of love was the result of God’s judgment at that time, but because of the 
increase of lawless living. Wickedness makes the hearts of men grow cold. 
Examine your own hearts as you watch the news or read your newspaper, and 
notice how the report of wickedness tends to harden your heart. 

We seem to be experiencing the same conditions which Jesus said would 
prevail in those days, which, by the way, could be an indicator of the 
nearness of the coming of our Lord. There is increased lawlessness. 
Everywhere you look today, wickedness abounds. One person I have talked to 
said that it is only because there are more people in the world that there 
is more crime. But I don’t agree with that. Things are getting worse. The 
moral depravity which is in men’s hearts seems to be finding freer and freer 
expression. Jeremiah wrote, ”THE HEART IS MORE DECEITFUL THAN ALL ELSE AND 
IS DESPERATELY SICK; WHO CAN UNDERSTAND IT?” (17: 91. Paul wrote, ”THERE IS 
NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE” [Rom. 3:12). It is only because 
of the common grace of God, that we do not see more of this evil than we do. 
But as He continues to remove His merciful restraints from our society, as 
an act of judgment upon our wickedness, we will continue to see an increase 
in wickedness, and decrease in love. 

this increase in evil give you an excuse to be more wicked? Does the 
corresponding increase of darkness and error, give you the license to 
believe and speak lies? Of it doesn’t! As a Christian, you are called to 
reflect the nature of your Lord. You have been ”PREDESTINED TO BECOME 

MANY BRETHREN” (Rom. 8 : 2 9 ) .  Jesus said the love of MANY would grow cold, 
but not all. You who have the supernatural and spiritual fire of the Holy 
Spirit burning in your souls, cannot have your love extinguished by the 
waters of wickedness. He is actively working holiness in you to conform you 
to the image of the Son of God, who is the ”EXACT REPRESENTATION OF” God’s 
”NATURE” (Heb. 1:3). As a Christian, you are always called to a higher 
standard than the world. And that’s what this text is teaching you this 
morning, that 

In the midst of this situation, what does the Lord call you to do? Does 

CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON, THAT HE MIGHT BE THE FIRST-BORN AMONG 

If you are to be distinguished from the rest of the world and find 
favor in the eyes of God and man, you must cultivate lovingkindness and 
truth in your heart. 

I. You Are Called Upon this Morning to Cultivate These Twin Graces in Your 
Heart . 
A. These Are, After All, Two of the Attributes of God. 

I. The word translated ”kindness” here is the Hebrew word dSQ 
EE’ 

which refers to the Lord’s covenant lovingkindness. 
a. It is that love by which he binds Himself to you in 

covenant. 
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b. The Bible says that God is love ( 1  John 4:8); that is His 
nature. And this love is expressed to His people in 
kindness and grace and mercy. 

2. But He is also a God of truth and faithfulness. 
a. David tells us Psalm 31:5, ”INTO THY HANDS I COMMIT MY 

SPIRIT; THOU HAST RANSOMED ME, O LORD, GOD OF TRUTH.” 
b. Truth is a characteristic of God, and because it is all His 

words are true. Again, David says, AND NOW, O LORD GOD, 

c. Paul writes, ”FOR AS MANY AS MAY BE THE PROMISES OF GOD, IN 
THOU ART mn, AND THY WORDS ARE TRUTH” (2 sm. 7:28). 

HIM [i.e. Christ1 THEY ARE YES; WHEREFORE ALSO BY HIM IS OUR 
AMEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD THROUGH US” (2 Cor. 1 : 20). 

d. And the psalmist writes, ”THE SUM OF THY WORD IS TRUTH” (Ps. 
119: 160). 

3. These two attributes of God are often mentioned together, 
because they complement each other. 
a. Jacob said to God, ”I AM UNWORTHY OF ALL THE LOVINGKINDNESS 

AND OF ALL THE FAITHFULNESS WHICH THOU HAST SHOWN TO THY 
SERVANT; FOR WITH MY STAFF ONLY I CROSSED THIS JORDAN, AND 
NOW I HAVE BECOME TWO COMPANIES” (Gen. 32: 10) .  
The psalmist writes, ”ALL THE PATHS OF THE LORD ARE 
LOVINGKINDNESS AND TRUTH TO THOSE WHO KEEP HIS COVENANT AND 
HIS TESTIMONIES” (Ps. 25: 10) .  

c. And again, he says in God, ”LOVINGKINDNESS AND TRUTH HAVE 
MET TOGETHER; RIGHTEOUSNESS AND PEACE HAVE KISSED EACH 
OTHER” (Ps. 85: 10). 

d. You should be thankful that they do, for it means that the 
love that He has covenanted to you, He is faithful and true 
to uphold, for He is no liar. 

b. 

B. But the Point Is that You Have Been Predestined to Become Conformed 
to the Image of Christ, Who Is the Image of the Invisible God. 
These Qualities Are to Be Found in You. 
1.  Bridges wrote, ”While we rest upon them for salvation [i.e., these 

attributes in God], let us copy them in our profession. 
his children new-created in his image? Let then our Father’s 
image be manifested in us, ’as his dear children’” (Proverbs 22). 
a. Paul wrote, ”PUT ON THE NEW SELF, WHICH IN THE LIKENESS OF 

Are not 

GOD HAS BEEN CREATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS OF THE 
TRUTH” (Eph. 4: 24). 

AND WALK IN LOVE, JUST AS CHRIST ALSO LOVED YOU” (5: 1-2). 

BELOVED, PUT ON A HEART OF COMPASSION, KINDNESS, HUMILITY, 

FORGIVING EACH OTHER, WHOEVER HAS A COMPLAINT AGAINST ANYONE; 
JUST AS THE LORD FORGAVE YOU, SO ALSO SHOULD YOU. AND BEYOND 
ALL THESE THINGS PUT ON LOVE, WHICH IS THE PERFECT BOND OF 
UNITY” (Col. 3: 12-14). 

d. And again, ”THEREFORE, LAYING ASIDE FALSEHOOD, SPEAK TRUTH, 
EACH ONE OF YOU, WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, FOR WE ARE MEMBERS OF 
ONE ANOTHER” (Eph. 4: 25). 

b. Again, ”THEREFORE, BE IMITATORS OF GOD, AS BELOVED CHILDREN; 

c. Again, ”AS THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN CHOSEN OF GOD, HOLY AND 

GENTLENESS AND PATIENCE; BEARING WITH ONE ANOTHER, AND 

2. The Lord exhorts you to two things this morning: to kindness 
and to truth. 
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3.  

a. You are to be kind. This is the fulfillment of the Lord’s 
command that you love your neighbor as yourself. 
(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

This means that you are to show mercy when others wrong 
you and graciously forgive them in your heart. 
This means that when you wrong someone else, then you are 
to make amends and seek their forgiveness in humility. 
You are to be compassionate and to show mercy to those 
in need, even as the Good Samaritan did to the one who 
was his enemy. 
You are to be gentle and patient with others. 
guide to go by is what is called the golden rule in 
Mat thew 7: 12, ”THEREFORE, HOWEVER YOU WANT PEOPLE TO 

PROPHETS. ” 

you to others. 

(iv) A good 

TREAT YOU, SO TREAT THEM, FOR THIS IS THE LAW AND THE 

(v) You are to reflect the love of God which He has shown 

b. But you are also to walk in truth, in faithfulness. 
(i) You are to search out the truth of God, and you are to 

believe it and to live by it. 

compromise it. You are to remain faithful to it. 

is not of the truth is a lie. And whenever you set 
aside the truth of God to substitute your own way of 
doing things, for whatever reasons or motives, then you 
are walking according to evil devises and not the 
truth. And you will fall under the judgment of God. 

(iv) But you are not, as so many today, to compromise the 
truth. You are to reflect God’s truth and faithfulness 
in your life. 

(ii) You are to let it reign in your heart and never 

(iii) Truth and error are two absolute categories. Whatever 

God puts the desire for these things in your hearts when He 
quickens you to life. But they are things which among others 
requires cultivation in your heart to reach their full maturity. 
a. And so Solomon says, ”DO NOT LET LOVINGKINDNESS AND TRUTH 

ABANDON YOU. ” 
(i) Don’t let them get away. 

(ii) Don’t let your sin drive them out of your heart, and 
eventually out of your character. 

your life, it quenches spiritual power. And so you 
must forsake your sin, before these characteristics of 
God’s grace forsake you. 

(iii) Sin quenches the powerful operations of God’s Spirit in 

b. He further says, ”BIND THEM UPON YOUR NECK.” 
(i) This is an expression which means that you must 

continually remember that this is your duty. 
(ii) Solomon writes later in the Proverbs, ”MY SON, OBSERVE 

THE COMMANDMENT OF YOUR FATHER, AND DO NOT FORSAKE THE 
TEACHING OF YOUR MOTHER; BIND THEM CONTINUALLY ON YOUR 
HEART; TIE THEM AROUND YOUR NECK. WHEN YOU WALK ABOUT, 
THEY WILL GUIDE YOU; WHEN YOU SLEEP, THEY WILL WATCH 

(6: 20-22). ”MY SON, KEEP MY WORDS, AND TREASURE MY 
COMMANDMENTS WITHIN YOU. KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS AND 

OVER YOU; AND WHEN YOU AWAKE, THEY WILL TALK TO YOU” 
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LIVE, AND MY TEACHING AS THE APPLE OF YOUR EYE. BIND 
THEM ON YOUR FINGERS; WRITE THEM ON THE TABLET OF YOUR 
HEART” (7: 3 ) .  
You are not to be like the Jews who literally wore the 
commandments on their foreheads and right hands, but 
forgot to do them. You are not merely to adorn your 
mind with the knowledge of them. You are to let them 
be a constant reminder to you of your duty to reflect 
the character of God both in kindness, and in truth. 

(iii) 

c. And lastly, Solomon says that you must, ”WRITE THEM UPON THE 
TABLETS OF YOUR HEART. ” 
(i) To remember them won’t do you any good if they are not 

written on your heart, that is, if you don’t have the 
desire to fulfill them. 

heavily upon your hearts. He says to you, ”AND THESE 
WORDS, WHICH I AM COMMANDING YOU TODAY, SHALL BE ON 
YOUR HEART” (Deu. 6 : 6 ) .  It your duty to impress them 
upon your heart. 
Now apart from the grace of God, this is impossible. 
It is just as impossible that you could cause your own 
heart to be circumcised or yourself to be born again, 
which is the same thing. 

(iv) But yet, this is your duty. It is the duty of every 
man, woman, and child in the world. The fact that you 
do not have the ability to do it does not matter, 
because your inability is your own fault. It is your 
own sin. 
But here is where the grace of God shines forth in the 
Covenant of Grace. What you cannot do for yourself, He 
promises to do for you. He says in Deuteronomy 30:6, 

AND THE HEART OF YOUR DESCENDANTS, TO LOVE THE LORD 

ORDER THAT YOU MAY LIVE.” And He says in Ephesians 

(ii) God wants them not only to fill your head, but to weigh 

(iii) 

(v) 

”MOREOVER THE LORD YOUR Gon WILL CIRCUMCISE YOUR HEART 

YOUR Gon WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, IN 

AND THAT NOT OF YOURSELVES, IT IS THE GIFT OF an; NOT 
2:8-9,  ”FOR BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED THROUGH FAITH; 

AS A RESULT OF WORUS, THAT NO ONE SHOULD BOAST.” 
His promise is that He will write His laws in your 
heart, and make you willing to do them, if you or 
anyone will come to His Son and embrace Him by faith 
and receive the grace which He offers you (Jer. 31:33). 
He changes your heart by His grace to make you willing, 
this too is a blessing of that gracious covenant. 

(viii) And along with that change of heart comes these twin 
graces of lovingkindness and truth. But again, they 
are not in their fullness, they need to be cultivated. 
And as you make them a part of your lives, they will be 
impressed with greater and greater depth into your 
hearts as you remember them and make a habit of 
performing acts of kindness in the beauty of truth and 
f ai thf ulness. 

(vi) 

(vii) 

11. Secondly, and Briefly, I Want You to See What His Promise Is to You If 
You Will Put on This Godly Behavior. Again Bridges writes, ”God indeed 
is not thy debtor; yet none shall serve him for nought. The man who 
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shows mercy to his neighbor shall find it with him. ’WITH THE KIND 
THOU DOES SHOW THYSELF KIND; WITH THE BLAMELESS THOU DOST SHOW THYSELF 
BLAMELESS’ (Ps. 18:25); ’BLESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL, FOR THEY SHALL 
RECEIVE MERCY’ ” (Matt . 5: 7; Bridges Proverbs 22). 
A. First, He Promises You Will Find Favor and Good Repute. 

1.  The word translated here ”favor”, means a certain charm, or an 
attractive personality that creates a favorable impression on 
others (TWOT 303). 

a. The word actually means insight, understanding, or wisdom 
2. Coupled with this is ”good repute.” 

(TWOT 877). 

b. But in certain contexts it can mean ”success” (Kidner 
Proverbs 63) ,  or, as Keil, the Lutheran scholar writes, ”the 
pleasing and advantageous impression which the well-built 
external appearance of a man makes, as an image of that 
which his internal excel 1 ence produces; thus, favorable 
view, friendly judgment, good reputation (Proverbs 86). 

c. You will find both favor and good reputation. 

B. And You Will Find These Both in the Eyes of God and Man. 
1.  First, you will find it in the eyes of God. 

a. Of course, if you are savingly trusting in the Lord Jesus 
Christ here this morning, you are already sure of the 
unmerited favor of God from all and to all eternity. 

b. But it is also true that God’s delight in you can be greater 
or less, depending upon how much you reflect His image. 

c. God delights in Himself -- which in God is not something 
egotistical, as it would be in us -- God delights in Himself 
because He is the sum of all wisdom, beauty, perfection, 
holiness, righteousness, and whatever else has any virtue. 

d. And the more that you reflect His nature by His grace, the 
more that He takes delight in you, because He sees more of 
Himself in you. 

e. Noah found favor with God (Gen. 6:8), and so did Moses (Ex. 
33: 12) and Joseph (Gen. 39: 21 ). And wasn’ t it because they 
reflected the gracious character of God in their own lives? 

f. The more you reflect His image, the more He will delight in 
you. 

2. And when your life is pleasing in the sight of God, He often 
shows you favor in the eyes of men, as well. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

When Joseph was in Egypt, he found favor in the sight of the 
jailer and Pharaoh. The result was that he eventually was 
second only to Pharaoh. 
When God brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, He 
caused them to find favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, so 
that whatever they asked, the Egyptians gave them (Ex. 
12: 36). 
And of course, we cannot overlook the greatest example of 
the One who embodied the lovingkindness of the Lord and His 
truth, who found this favor both in the eyes of His God and 
of man, the Lord Jesus Christ. Luke writes of Him, ”AND 

WITH COD AND MEN” (2:52). Notice that this was not true of 
Jesus only when older, but younger as well. And you 

JESUS KEPT INCREASING IN WISDOM AND STATURE, AND IN FAVOR 
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children who trust in Jesus this morning, need to follow His 
example as well (Cf. 1 Sam. 2: 26). 

favor in the eyes of men. Solomon writes, ”WHEN A MAN’S 
WAYS ARE PLEASING TO THE LORD, HE MAKES EVEN HIS ENEMIES TO 
BE AT PEACE WITH HIM” (Prov. 16:7). 

e. Do you want to find favor in the eyes of God? Do you want 
that honor from men which alone is godly? Then put on 
godliness. Cultivate the graces of kindness and mercy, 
faithfulness and truth. These will make you more pleasing 
to the Lord -- which is the desire of your regenerate heart 
after all -- and they will make you more favorable to men. 
Do this because your Lord commands it of you. But also let 
His promises encourage your hearts to diligence. Amen. 

d. When our ways are pleasing to the Lord, He often shows us 


