
 

“Do Not Be Deceived, Brethren” 
(James 1:12-16) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We saw last week the absolute necessity of raising our children to the glory of 
God, if we are to be faithful to what God calls us to do in His covenant, and if our children are to 
have the strongest hope of being converted.  We also saw the importance of being godly 
examples to them because of the powerful impression that it will leave upon them.  This is why 
we must work on hating the world and loving God.  What we are and what we do does make a 
profound difference in the lives of our children and, consequently, on their likelihood of their 
conversion.  Yes, God does ordain those whom He will save, and there is nothing that you or I 
can do to change that election.  But we must never forget that God ordains the means, as well as 
the ends, of salvation.  He has ordained that men must hear the Gospel before they can be saved.  
He has ordained that men would hear this Gospel through other men.  And He has ordained that 
those who would bring this Gospel would themselves be transformed by it, so that those to 
whom they are sent can see the reality of the Gospel in living letters.  It is true that God allows 
some to perish under great light, and saves some who are exposed to little.  God is absolutely 
sovereign.  But it is always true that it is more likely that God will save under greater light than 
under less.  Where the means are in greater use and power, there is greater likelihood of 
conversion.  Even experience tells us that a person who is filled with the life of Christ makes a 
greater impact on those around him, than the one who constantly struggles with, and is defeated 
by, sin.  Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another” (John 13:35).  Love, in a godly and biblical sense, is the greatest evidence of the 
reality of Christ’s presence in the heart.  The way you live does make a difference.  You know 
that it does.  If you exhibit the life of Jesus in your own life, it will profoundly impact your 
children.  Your faithfulness may not guarantee their salvation, but it will certainly be a great 
influence in that direction, just as your unfaithfulness will not guarantee their damnation, but it 
will certainly be a powerful force in that direction.  And so we must strive to live for Christ as 
He commands us, that we might affect our children as He would have us.   
 And this is the reason why this Lord’s day I have selected the texts which I have.  I want 
us to examine more closely the anatomy of sin and grace.  What causes us to sin?  How can we 
stop sinning and begin to love the way that Christ calls us to?  What difference does the grace of 
Christ make in this matter?  If we are to have an affect on our children and on our world, we 
must separate ourselves from the world and be holy.  But if we are to do this, we must have a 
better understanding of what it is that causes us to fall into sin and a better understanding of how 
to put this sin off.  This morning, we will look at what causes us to fall into sin, and tonight, 
what we can and must do to put off our sins.   This morning, I want us to see that,  
 
 God is not the source of our temptations, but our corruption is.   
 
I.  James Says that When We Are Tempted, We May Not Blame God for It, but only 

Ourselves.   
A.  He writes, “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God’; for God 

cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.”   
1.  In order to understand this, we must first understand the several different ways in 
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which the word “tempt” is used in Scripture.   
a.  It can be used to refer to someone trying to accomplish something, such as what 

Paul was doing when came to Jerusalem, after he was converted to Christ, when he 
was trying to associate with the disciples, but couldn’t, because they were afraid of 
him (Acts 9:26).   

b.  It is can also be used of someone putting someone else to a test, such as when God 
puts a man to the test, to see what is in his heart.   
(i)  God did not allow Israel to destroy all of the nations within the promised land so 

that He could test His people, to see whether or not they would obey Him (Judges 
3:1).   

(ii)  The Lord says in Jeremiah 17:10, “I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the 
mind, even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of 
his deeds.”   

(iii)  David knew that the testing of the Lord is faithful and true, and so he invited 
God to search out the recesses of his soul through His holy gaze.  He said, 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious thoughts; 
and see if there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way” 
(Psalm 139:23-24).   

 
c.  Paul, recognizing the usefulness of testing ourselves, wrote to the Corinthians that 

they should put themselves to the test.   
(i)  He exhorts them in 2 Corinthians 13:5, “Test yourselves to see if you are in the 

faith; examine yourselves!  Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?”   

(ii)  It is certainly far better to put yourself on trial in this world to see if you are 
converted, and as David, to ask the Lord to search out your heart, because of the 
deceitfulness of sin, than to be awakened on the day of judgment to find that you 
were only deceiving yourself!   

 
d.  But this action of testing is also used negatively of men wickedly putting God to the 

test, such as where the children of Israel tested God, with the result that all of them 
were destroyed.   
(i)  The author to the Hebrews writes, “Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, 

‘TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS 
WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE 
WILDERNESS, WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED Me BY TESTING Me, 
AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS.  THEREFORE I WAS 
ANGRY WITH THIS GENERATION, AND SAID, “THEY ALWAYS GO 
ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART; AND THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS”; AS 
I SWORE IN MY WRATH, 'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST’” (3:7-11).   

(ii)  What was wrong with testing God?  Doesn’t the Lord Himself tell us to taste 
and see that the Lord is good?  Yes, He does.  But this kind of testing was the 
test of unbelief.  They were seeking to find fault with God, rather than to prove 
His faithfulness.   

 
e.  Sometimes the Lord does invite us to test Him in order to see if His Word is true or 
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not.   
(i)  In Malachi 3:8-9, He rebukes Israel by saying, “Will a man rob God?  Yet you 

are robbing Me!  But you say, ‘How have we robbed Thee?’  In tithes and 
offerings.  You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation 
of you!”   

(ii)  God rebukes them for their unfaithfulness and tells them that because of their 
sin, they have fallen under the curse of the covenant.   

(iii)  And then He gives them this gracious reminder and promise, “‘Bring the whole 
tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now 
in this,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘if I will not open for you the windows of 
heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.  Then I will rebuke the 
devourer for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your 
vine in the field cast its grapes," says the LORD of hosts.  And all the nations 
will call you blessed, for you shall be a delightful land,’ says the LORD of hosts” 
(vv. 10-12).   

(iv)  This is the good test:  to place your trust in God and see that His promises are 
true.  If they would obey, then they would see the blessings of the covenant.   

 
f.  But lastly, it is used of those who try and tempt others to do something which is evil, 

such as where the devil tempted Christ in the wilderness, or where Satan incited 
David to pride by tempting him to number the armies of Israel.   
(i)  The author of the book of Chronicles wrote in 1 Chronicles 21:1-4, “Then Satan 

stood up against Israel and moved David to number Israel.  So David said to Joab 
and to the princes of the people, ‘Go, number Israel from Beersheba even to Dan, 
and bring me word that I may know their number.’  And Joab said, ‘May the 
LORD add to His people a hundred times as many as they are!  But, my lord the 
king, are they not all my lord's servants?  Why does my lord seek this thing?  
Why should he be a cause of guilt to Israel?’  Nevertheless, the king's word 
prevailed against Joab.  Therefore, Joab departed and went throughout all Israel, 
and came to Jerusalem.”   

(ii)  Apparently, it was the anger of the Lord which allowed Satan to do this, so that 
He might judge the nation of Israel (2 Sam. 24:1).  But we will see more of this 
in just a moment.   

 
2.  It is this last sense of the word which is meant here by James.   

a.  Let no one say that when he is being tempted to some kind of evil, that he is being 
tempted by God.   

b.  The reason he gives is that “God cannot be tempted by evil.”  This can also be 
translated, “God is not One who tempts with evil.”   

c.  I think it is plain, isn’t it, that God, being infinitely holy, being the One in whom is 
no variation or shifting shadow (James 1:17), being positively righteous and pure, 
cannot be tempted with evil.   

d.  And if God cannot be tempted by evil, He also cannot be tempted to do evil, for that 
is infinitely contrary to His holy nature.   

e.  James tells us that God Himself does not tempt anyone.   
f.  God will test the character of a man, but He will not tempt him to sin.   
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B.  What then is the cause of our temptation and our fallings into sin?  James continues, 

“But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.”   
1.  It is true that when God made us, He made us good.  But through the Fall, we became 

corrupt and evil.   
a.  The sin of Adam brought about the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit, that which was a 

constituent element of his creation in the image of God.  It was the Spirit’s presence 
which sanctified him and gave him the desire for good.   

b.  But through His absence, and the corruption of sin which came about through 
Adam’s first sin, man became positively evil.  It is from this corruption which all of 
our sins actually flow.   

 
2. God does not cause us to sin.  We enter into temptation when we are drawn away and 

enticed by our own lusts.  This is true of both the regenerate and the unregenerate.   
a.  The sad commentary on the condition of man after the Fall was that his heart was 

full of evil.  Moses wrote, “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was 
great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually” (Gen. 6:5).  And this was still true after the flood, among the family of 
Noah.  Again, Moses wrote, “And the LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the 
LORD said to Himself, ‘I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for 
the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every 
living thing, as I have done’” (8:21).  Who was there on the earth at that time except 
for Noah and his family, and yet it was these to whom the Lord was referring.  As 
long as man remains on the earth in his present state, there will always be sin and 
corruption.   

b.  James writes, “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you?  Is not the 
source your pleasures that wage war in your members” (4:1)?  Wasn’t James writing 
to the covenanted people of God?   

c.  This is our problem:  indwelling corruption.  As we saw a couple of weeks ago 
from the writings of the apostle Paul, “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you 
may not do the things that you please” (Ga. 5:17).   

d.  Wasn’t this the warfare which Peter was faced with when he was confronted with 
the possibility of suffering for Christ?  He would not confess even to a servant girl 
that he knew Him (Luke 22:57).   

e.  David wrestled with sin as well when he was tempted by seeing Bathsheba’s rooftop 
bath (2 Sam. 11:2).   

f.  This is the same struggle which we all must face.   
g.  And this is why our Lord Jesus Christ taught us to pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “And 

do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil” (Matt. 6:13).  God does not 
tempt us to sin, as we have seen.  But He will allow us to be led into temptation by 
our own lust, for His own just and holy purposes.   

h.  All things are ordained by God, and there are times when He permits us to fall to 
our own corruptions, and be led away into temptation.  He does this for His glory 
and for our good.  But when He does, He does it in such a way that He is neither the 
tempter nor the author of sin.   
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i.  The Bible says that God, when He desired to show His power and His glory through 
Pharaoh, hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  And yet God did not tempt him or inject evil in 
his heart.  There was plenty of sin in there already.  Pharaoh was totally depraved.  
And the only reason that Pharaoh was not worse than he already was, was because 
the power of God restrained his sin.  All that the Lord needed to do to harden his 
heart was to draw back from him and let the sin already present work itself out into 
even greater acts of wickedness.   

j.  And so we read in Scripture that “the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (9:12) and that 
“Pharaoh hardened his [own] heart” (Ex. 8:32).   

k.  And in the same way, God sometimes deems it necessary to withdraw His restraint 
from us enough to allow our corruption to more greatly express itself for just and 
holy ends.   
(i)  Perhaps we have become too prideful, thinking that we have arrived at higher 

levels of holiness, while we look down our noses at others.   
(ii)  Perhaps we are allowing ourselves in some activities which are not good or 

profitable.   
(iii)  Perhaps we begin to think that we are so mature that we don’t need God’s help 

as much as we used to.   
(iv)  When sins like these begin to fester in our hearts, the Lord humbles us by 

pulling back His restraint and giving us a big dose of our own sin.  The result is 
that we draw back from them and draw near to Him for relief.   

(v)  But yet we must remember that when God does this, He does it for our good, 
out of His infinite love, and not for our harm.  In Deuteronomy, Moses writes, 
“He led you through the great and terrible wilderness, with its fiery serpents and 
scorpions and thirsty ground where there was no water; He brought water for you 
out of the rock of flint.  In the wilderness He fed you manna which your fathers 
did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do good 
for you in the end.  Otherwise, you may say in your heart, 'My power and the 
strength of my hand made me this wealth.'  But you shall remember the LORD 
your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth, that He may 
confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day” (Deu. 
8:10-18).   

(vi)  God does it to deliver us from evil.  If we could walk perfectly with the Lord 
in this life, this humbling would not be necessary.  But since perfection is 
impossible to us because of our indwelling corruption, the Lord humbles us by 
these means to strengthen us and to make us more watchful against future 
occasions of sin.   

(vii)  And we must also not forget that God does not intend by this for us to fall into 
sin, but merely that we might be humbled.  He always provides a way of escape, 
so that we might not commit acts of sin, in any situation which He allow us to 
enter into (1 Cor. 10:13).   

 
II.  But Why the Urgency About This Matter?  Why Spend so much Time Discussing Sin 

and Temptation and the Importance of Resisting It?  It Is Because of the Consequences 
of both Courses of Action which James Now Tells Us About.   
A.  Sin brings forth eternal death.   
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1.  James says, “Then, when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is 
accomplished, it brings forth death.”   
a.  It is our indwelling corruption which gives us an affection, or desire, or lust, for sin.   
b.  When that evil affection has joined with the temptation, then it brings forth its 

wicked offspring, sin.   
c.  And when the sin has become full grown, it gives birth to eternal death.   
 

2.  This is the situation which every unconverted person is in.   
a.  Each person in the world has conceived numerous offspring like this, many of 

which have attained to full growth.  Any one of these children of wickedness is 
enough to damn their souls to hell forever, and each one, after condemning them to 
hell, only serve to increase their eternal judgment.   

b.  Christ has delivered His children from this curse.  “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).  He has freed them 
from bondage to sin and taken away their guilt forever.   

c.  But for those who are under the dominance of even the smallest sin, whatever it 
might be, they are forever lost, for they cannot and will not repent of it.   

 
B.  But on the other hand, James reminds us of the blessings of persevering in holiness.  

“Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”   
1.  If you persevere through times of testing, if you do not turn down the path of sin, but 

instead take God’s way of escape and persevere in a life of holiness, then you are 
blessed.   
a.  You are blessed because perseverance in holiness is a strong sign of true grace in 

the heart.   
b.  You are blessed because this shows that you really love the Lord (John 14:15).   
c.  And you are blessed because God has promised the crown of life to those who love 

Him and show by their persistence in good works that they do.  This crown is not a 
literal crown, but it is eternal life itself, which is the greatest gift which any man can 
possess.   

d.  You are blessed because you did not earn this crown of life, but by God’s grace, you 
have become a partaker of it.   

e.  Now no saint will ever live perfectly in this life.  But what James is referring to 
here is a pattern of godliness which is consistent.   

 
2.  People of God, the Spirit says to you through the apostle James this morning, “Do not 

be deceived, my beloved brethren.”   
a.  God is not the source of your temptations.  Every good and perfect gift comes 

down from Him (James 1:17), not every sin.  The source of your temptations is your 
own corruption.   

b.  If those desires remain in you unchecked, you will perish eternally.   
c.  But if you kill those sins and persevere in righteousness, through the strength and 

power of Christ, you will obtain eternal life.   
d.  This is a very serious matter!  Do you feel its weight?  You must put your sins to 

death, or they will put you to death.  That is what the Word of God says.   



7 

 

e.  If you are a Christian here this morning, the Lord has already given you everything 
you need to kill those sins.  I would encourage you to come this evening to see how 
it is that we are to do this.   

f.  But if you have discovered by considering these things this morning that you are not 
a Christian, I would urge you to seek the Lord for His grace to change your heart and 
to cause you to want to put to death every one of your sins, for even the smallest one, 
if it goes unresisted in your life, can destroy you forever.   

g.  May God grant to you His mercy that you might trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
turn from your sins, that you might be delivered once and for all from eternal 
judgment.   

h.  And may God grant to each one of us that we may put off our sins and put on the 
righteous acts of the saints.  Amen.   


