
“Do All Things for the Sake of the Gospel” 
(Acts 21:15-26)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we saw Paul continuing towards Jerusalem.   
a.  He left Miletus, moving from port to port until he arrived in Phoenicia.   
b.  From there, he moved south down the coast of Syria, then Palestine, until he arrived 

at Caesarea, the port city for Jerusalem.   
c.  This morning, we’ll see the completion of this trip and the events just prior to his 

arrest.   
 

2.  But again, it wasn’t the trip itself, but what happened on the trip, that was significant.   
a.  At several points on his journey, the Spirit of God revealed what would happen to 

him at Jerusalem.   
b.  Paul knew he would be arrested and abused, but was compelled by the Spirit of God 

to go to bear witness of Christ to those gathered for the feast (Acts 20:22).   
c.  The disciples, on the other hand, felt compelled to try and stop Paul, if they could.  

Why?   
(i)  Because they loved him and didn’t want to see him injured.   
(ii)  Because they loved the Lord and wanted to see His kingdom advance through 

Paul’s continued ministry.  
(iii)  Because they loved the church and didn’t want it to become more vulnerable 

without Paul’s ministry.   
(iv)  All of this added up to a reluctance to see Paul go, even though they knew it 

was God’s will.   
 

d.  And this taught us at least three things:   
(i)  Sometimes, even though we know the situations we find ourselves in are God’s 

plan, we have a hard time submitting.   
(a)  Just because something is God’s will doesn’t mean it’s easy to go through it.   
(b)  Sometimes we resist and wish things were other than what they are.   
(c)  But when this happens,  
 

(ii)  Second, we can submit to it, knowing that it is the only right and safe path, and 
the only one that leads to God’s blessing.   
(a)  Sometimes we think we’d be better off if our situation was the way we 

wanted it to be.   
(b)  But God’s plan is best – the best of all possible plans (e.g., James 

Montgomery Boice).   
(c)  We can know through faith, even if we can’t see how by sight, that the path 

He takes us on will work out for good – for God’s glory and for our blessing.   
(d)  Neither Paul nor the church knew exactly what was going to happen – 

whether Paul was going to live or die – but God worked his situation out for 
good, as we saw last week and will see in the coming weeks.   
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(iii)  Finally, we need to remember that we are servants, and we need to adopt the 
attitude of servants.   
(a)  Paul submitted to God’s plan, because he was Christ’s servant – he was 

willing to do whatever was necessary to glorify his King.   
(b)  God’s people finally submitted as well:  when they saw they couldn’t change 

Paul’s mind, they finally surrendered to the fact that this was God’s will.   
(c)  If we would only learn this lesson, adopt this attitude to begin with, and stop 

trying to run our own lives, we’d have a much easier time.   
(d)  God does have a plan, it is for our good; and when we’ve tried all the doors 

and done that we can to move in a different direction and we see the Lord’s not 
going to allow this, we need to submit to His plan and pray for the strength to 
endure it, even as Jesus prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I 
drink it, Your will be done” (Matt. 26:42).   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see the completion of Paul’s journey.   
a.  We see him arrive at Jerusalem, accompanied by several companions.   
b.  We see him go to the church and report the things the Lord had done through him 

among the Gentiles and the joy this brought the Jewish church.   
c.  And we see James’ counsel to Paul to make him more useful among the believing 

Jews, and Paul’s willingness to follow it.   
 

2.  From this, we’ll consider three things:   
a.  First, we should be willing to give our lives for the sake of the Gospel.   
b.  Second, we should be thankful whenever we see the Lord working to advance His 

Gospel.   
c.  Finally, we should be willing at some level to be patient with others for the sake of 

the Gospel.   
d.  All summed up, we should be willing to do all things for the sake of Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, we should be willing to give our lives for the sake of the Gospel.   

1.  Paul continued his journey toward Jerusalem, in spite of the warnings:  “After these 
days we got ready and started on our way up to Jerusalem” (21:15).   
a.  His resolve to serve the Lord, even at the cost of his own life, remained strong.   
b.  But his resolve also had an affect on others:  it encouraged them to risk their lives for 

the sake of the Gospel as well:  “Some of the disciples from Caesarea also came with 
us, taking us to Mnason of Cyprus, a disciple of long standing with whom we were 
to lodge” (v. 16).   
(i)  Paul didn’t travel alone:   

(a)  Luke was with him.   
(b)  Some disciples from Caesarea also accompanied him.   
(c)  And a man by the name Mnason of Cyprus attended him.   

(1)  The original language favors the view that they were taking Mnason along 
with them, rather than going to him.   

(2)  Mnason had been a disciple for a long time.   
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(I)  He was perhaps one of the seventy who followed Christ during the years 
of His earthly ministry.   

(II)  Perhaps he was one of the disciples who had left Jerusalem at the 
persecution of Stephen who had made his way to Antioch and became 
foundational in planting the church there (Acts 11:20).   

(III)  Or it’s possible that he was one of those converted by Paul’s preaching 
at Cyprus on his first missionary journey (13:4).   

(IV)  Whatever the case, he was distinguished by the fact that he had long 
been in the faith.   

(V)  Apparently, he had a house in Jerusalem that could be used to support 
them while they were there.  With all the people present there for the 
feast, housing would be at a premium.   

 
(ii)  The important thing to see here is that their accompanying Paul would have put 

them all at risk.   
(a)  Mnason, in showing hospitality, would be harboring a fugitive and make 

himself liable to imprisonment.   
(b)  The others would be in danger of the same thing.   
(c)  But their concerns didn’t overrun their desire to do what was right.   
(d)  In this sense, they were very much like Thomas, who said to the other 

disciples when Jesus wanted to return to Judea where He had just been 
threatened with death, “Let us also go, so that we may die with Him” (John 
11:16).   

 
2.  Paul and his companions were all willing to give their lives for Christ’s work.  Are we 

willing to do the same?   
a.  Are we willing to risk imprisonment and affliction for the sake of Christ?   
b.  Are we willing even to die for His cause?   
c.  Are we willing to make sacrifices for the sake of those who are serving Him, as did 

Paul’s companions?   
d.  We all know it’s easy to agree to these things when were not in that situation.  But 

will we be able to do this when we are?   
e.  If so, how much easier should it be for us to risk something less, like being 

considered fools for Christ’s sake in bringing the Gospel to others?   
f.  May the Lord encourage us through these examples to be willing to do whatever we 

must for the sake of the Gospel.   
 

B.  Second, we should be thankful whenever we see the Lord working to advance His Gospel.   
1.  When Paul and his companions arrived, they were warmly received by the church (v. 

17)   
a.  The following day they met with the church (v. 18).   
b.  James appears to have been the only apostle still residing there – the rest had 

dispersed throughout the Roman Empire to minister the Gospel.   
c.  But he was not the only leader of the church – there were elders who were also 

present.   
 

2.  “After [Paul] had greeted them, he began to relate one by one the things which God had 
done among the Gentiles through his ministry” (v. 19).   
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a.  Notice that he told them the things the Lord had done through him, giving all the 
glory to God, since he was merely the Lord’s instrument.   

b.  And when they heard these things, they glorified God for His work (v. 20).     
(i)  They didn’t give the credit to Paul, nor did Paul ask for any:  he would get his 

glory on that great day from the Lord Himself.   
(ii)  But they gave all the praise and honor to God for this work.   
(iii)  Here’s another lesson for us:   

(a)  Sometimes we resent it when we don’t get credit and recognition for the 
things we do:  we are very proud by nature and want others to praise us for the 
things we do.   

(b)  But Paul was honored to give all the glory to God for what He had 
accomplished through him – the people did the same.   

(c)  Remember, the only good thing that dwells in us is Christ by His Spirit, and 
if, by His grace, we are able to do anything praiseworthy, it is only because of 
His power working through us.   

(d)  He always and alone deserves any praise that might come from what we do.   
 

3.  The main point here is that they were able to rejoice in what the Lord had done through 
Paul (v. 20).   
a.  They didn’t become envious of Paul or try to one-up him.   
b.  They rejoiced in that the work of God was being accomplished:  Christ was being 

preached, Jews and Gentiles were being converted, God was being glorified; that’s 
all that mattered.   

c.  We need God’s grace to be able to do this, to rejoice in what the Lord is doing, not 
just through us, but through others.   

d.  This is the heart of a truly humble and submissive spirit, when can rejoice in the 
advancement of the Gospel, no matter what instrument God might be pleased to use.   

e.  If we are willing to give our lives for the sake of the Gospel, how much more should 
we be willing to crucify our own honor and reputation and to rejoice when the Lord 
moves His kingdom forward through others?   

f.  We should be willing to do all things for the sake of the Gospel.   
 
C.  Finally, we should be willing at some level to be patient with others for the sake of the 

Gospel.   
1.  James and the elders expressed concern over the Jews who might be offended by what 

they thought was Paul’s position on the Law:   
a.  By this time, thousands of Jews had been converted to Christ (v. 20).   

(i)  There were thousands converted at Pentecost, and afterwards thousands more 
when Peter preached at the Temple (Acts 4:4).   

(ii)  More had come to Christ through the ongoing work of the church in Jerusalem.   
(iii)  Paul had seen their assemblies and knew the number was great; the Greek word 

used here indicates tens of thousands.   
(a)  The Jewish disciples that numbered 120 on the day of Pentecost had now 

grown to a great multitude in Jerusalem.   
(b)  God had not forsaken His people, but had reserved for Himself a remnant 

(Rom. 11:5; though still a minority of Jews).   
 

b.  But these Jews had a problem:  they were all zealous for the Law (v. 20).   
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(i)  Perhaps it was because they knew the Law was from Moses, perhaps because 
they still received some benefit from it; perhaps it was because they knew Christ 
submitted to it.   

(ii)  They still had a high regard for the Law:  they didn’t abandon it when they were 
converted, but continued to keep the Jewish customs.   
(a)  As long as they didn’t rely on these things to be justified, but trusted in Jesus 

Christ alone, that was alright – they could continue to keep it.   
(b)  We do need to remember, however, that Peter called it a yoke which neither 

their forefathers nor they were able to bear (Acts 15:10).   
(c)  They didn’t need to keep it, but they did – this shows the power of 

upbringing.   
(1)  We tend to hold onto the worldview we’re taught and become convinced 

of.   
(2)  Sometimes this can be good, and sometimes not, if the worldview we’re 

taught isn’t good, or as it is in this case, if it is overturned by something 
better.   

(3)  Because of this, we need to make sure we give our children the most 
biblical upbringing we can.   

(4)  A bad paradigm can be hard to change.   
 

c.  Not only were these Jews zealous for the Law, they had heard that Paul was not, that 
he was teaching the Jews among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, not to circumcise 
their children, nor to walk according to the customs (v. 21).  James and the elders 
were concerned about their flock’s perception of Paul:   
(i)  They didn’t believe Paul was guilty of this charge.   
(ii)  And he wasn’t:  Paul wasn’t teaching the Jews to forsake Moses, but that Christ 

was the fulfillment of Moses and that the Law was no longer binding on them, 
though they might keep it as a part of their tradition.   

(iii)  Their misperception of Paul might have been the result of listening too much to 
the unbelieving Jews.   

(iv)  Notice Paul didn’t defend himself against this charge, so he must not have 
thought himself guilty of it.   

 
d.  So what were they to do?   

(i)  To remove this stigma and to allow Paul greater freedom to minister to these 
Jews, James and the elders devised a plan to show them that their perception of 
Paul wasn’t true:  they told Paul that he should sponsor four men who were under 
the Nazirite vow (vv. 22-24).   

(ii)  The Nazirite vow is a vow that Paul himself had made not long before.  In Acts 
18:18, we read, “Paul, having remained many days longer, took leave of the 
brethren and put out to sea for Syria, and with him were Priscilla and Aquila.  In 
Cenchrea he had his hair cut, for he was keeping a vow.”   

(iii)  They suggested that Paul purify himself with these men, pay their expenses 
(buy the animals needed for sacrifice; Num. 6:13-20) and participate in the vow 
with them.  This would show all the believing Jews that there was nothing to what 
they heard, but that Paul was keeping the Law.   

(iv)  In doing this, Paul and the elders would not be contradicting what was said at 
the Jerusalem Counsel, but upholding it.   
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(a)  That Counsel (Acts 15) declared that no one is saved by the Ceremonial Law, 
but through faith in Christ alone; and that the Gentiles did not need to observe 
that Law (become Jews by being circumcised and by observing the Ceremonial 
Law) to be saved. (v. 25).     

(b)  But it never said that the Jews could no longer practice circumcision and their 
customs – this would require them to stop being Jews – their traditions defined 
who they were.   

 
e.  We see that Paul submitted to this plan, again showing that he had no quarrel with 

keeping the customs handed down by Moses (v. 26).   
(i)  If Paul was willing to go to Jerusalem even to die for the Gospel, he would not 

have throw it away to please these Jews.   
(ii)  Rather, we see his willingness to do what was necessary to promote the Gospel 

by removing this offence.   
(iii)  This was not a compromise on his part, as some believe, but the application of a 

principle he had taught the Corinthian church, as we saw in our meditation:  “For 
though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may 
win more.  To the Jews I became as a Jew, so that I might win Jews; to those who 
are under the Law, as under the Law though not being myself under the Law, so 
that I might win those who are under the Law; to those who are without law, as 
without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, 
so that I might win those who are without law.  To the weak I became weak, that I 
might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, so that I may by all 
means save some.  I do all things for the sake of the gospel, so that I may become 
a fellow partaker of it” (1 Cor. 9:19-23).   

 
2.  Sometimes perhaps we’re too rigid in what we’re willing to do to minister the Gospel to 

others.   
a.  If we constantly insist that everyone believe as we believe, or do as we do, even 

though they may be young in the faith and have a great deal to learn, we may be 
cutting ourselves off from doing them any good.  Our attempt to minister to them 
will most likely fail.   

b.  These Jews were already converted.  This whole incident didn’t really have to do 
with their salvation as much as Paul’s ability to minister to them.  If Paul had come 
in and told them that they should stop being Jews and sweep all their traditions away, 
they would never have listened to him.   

c.  He couldn’t compromise the truth of the Gospel, but there were things he might do to 
open doors that otherwise might have been shut.   

d.  We should also be willing to be patient and understanding in areas we can when we 
try to do our brothers and sisters good; not to come in like a bulldozer to sweep away 
their foundation or upbringing, unless it is necessary, such as in the case of the 
Judaizers.   

e.  Let’s remember this simple principle:  We are to do all things for the sake of the 
Gospel:  more particularly from this passage, to give our lives, to rejoice when God 
advances His kingdom through others, and to be patient with others.  Amen.   


