
 

“Division in the House” 
(Matthew 10:21) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Two weeks ago we were considering what the situation is like for the Christian in this world.  
Jesus says that we are like sheep in the midst of wolves.  We are like those helpless animals surrounded by 
ferocious beasts, who would like nothing better than to destroy us.  And they would destroy us, if it were not 
for the grace of our Lord, who holds back the evil in men’s hearts so that we can carry out the work He has 
given us to do.  This is what Jesus told His apostles as He sent them out among His covenant people to herald 
the good news.  Because of this, He told them to “Beware of men.”  Why?  Because they would arrest them 
and deliver them to the courts to be judged and executed.  Because they would lay their hands on them, take 
them to their synagogues, and scourge them publicly.  Because they would hate them so much that they 
would prosecute them even to the highest courts, before governors and kings.  But Jesus told them not to 
worry or to be anxious.  It was all a part of His plan.  He wanted them to bear witness to His Gospel of grace 
before them and before the Gentiles as a testimony to them.  He also told His apostles that He would be with 
them, and guide them in what they were to say by His Holy Spirit.  But notice, Jesus told them that they were 
to beware of men, but not to fear them.  The fear of man is a snare.  It cripples us and prevents us from 
producing the kind of fruit we should for His glory.  But the fear of the Lord, on the other hand, puts the fear 
of man in the right place.  If you fear the Lord, there is no need to fear man, for he is nothing by comparison.   
  This morning, Jesus’ warning takes us even further.  Here He tells us not only to beware of men in 
general, but also to beware of the members of our own household, because  
 
  The Gospel may not only make enemies of our neighbors, it may also make enemies within our own 
families.  This is to remind us that if you love the Lord Jesus Christ with a supernatural love, with the love 
which the Spirit creates within all of His elect, it will cause all men to hate you, even those within your 
immediate family.   
 
I.  The Lord tells us plainly in His Word that the Gospel divides.   

A.  Even as the Lord told us in the Sermon on the Mount that we cannot have two loves, He tells us here 
that we cannot be loved by two.   
1.  We cannot be loved by God and the world.   
2.  We cannot be members of both Christ’s kingdom and Satan’s.   
 

B.  If you love the world, you will be loved by the world, but hated by God.  But if you love God, you 
will be loved by God, but hated by the world.  You cannot have both.   

 
II.  This hatred and division which comes from these two opposing kingdoms will even affect our 

family relationships.   
A.  It will severe the bonds of natural affections.   

1.  Jesus tells us here that brother will deliver up brother.   
a.  Solomon tells us that, “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity” (Prov. 

17:17), that is, a brother is one whose love is strong enough to stand with us through times of 
affliction.  It’s often referred to in Scripture as something that we are to have for one another 
as Christian brethren, because of its strength.   

b.  But the Gospel changes this, because it transforms our lives, making us more like Christ.  
When we become like Jesus, and our brothers and sisters do not, this will cause them to begin 
to hate us.   

 
2.  The Gospel will not only divide brothers, but also parents and children.   

a.  One can hardly conceive of a greater natural love than that which a father and mother have for 
their children, and that which the child has for its parents, but the Gospel will even divide 
them.   

b.  Jesus will tell us in verses 34-37, “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did 
not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I came to set a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man’s 
enemies will be the members of his household.  He who loves father or mother more than Me 



2 

 

is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”   
 
3.  But the division doesn’t stop here.  Though Jesus doesn’t mention it in this passage, the Gospel 

also divides that most intimate of all unions:  marriage.   
a.  It doesn’t always do this (1 Cor. 7:12-13), just as it doesn’t always divide brothers, and parents 

and children.  Sometimes the Lord converts whole households, and sometimes when He 
doesn’t, He gives such a restraining influence by His Spirit that the family remains somewhat 
intact.   

b.  But this isn’t always the case.  Paul says that sometimes the unbelieving spouse wants out of 
the marriage, because the light of truth is too bright and the fire of devotion is too hot.  At 
times like this, Paul says that “If the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or sister 
is not under bondage in such cases” (v. 15).   

 
B.  When the birth of our Lord was announced by the angels, it sounded like things would be very 

different.  But they aren’t.   
1.  The angels said, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is 

pleased” (Luke 2:14).  More literally it reads, “Peace among men of good will.”   
2.  Now our Lord did come to bring peace.  He came to bring peace by reconciling man with God, 

through the offering of Himself as a guilt offering, by removing the sins of His people once and 
for all.  He came to bring peace among men by reconciling His children one with another in His 
body, again through His sacrifice.  By offering Himself He has forever taken away the things 
which divide us.  He has taken away our sins.  He has been punished in our place.  This is what the 
Lord’s Supper is to remind us.  This is also what makes it possible for us to forgive one another.  
If Christ has paid for our sins, how can we be justified in still holding them against each other?   

3.  But Christ did not come to bring peace among all men, among men of bad will, among those with 
whom the Father is not pleased.  Nor did He come to bring peace between His children and the 
children of the world.  This is why there will be division among family members, because not all 
of them will necessarily trust in the Lord and be saved.   

 
C.  Notice again how serious this division is.   

1.  The brother is not delivering his brother up, nor the father his child, nor the child his parents, to be 
beaten, or imprisoned, or exiled.   

2.  They are delivering up one another to death.  This shows the depths of their wickedness and their 
hatred of the light:  that they would desire the death of those who are closest to them.  This shows 
how contrary the light and the darkness are.  They might be able to exist in the same world 
through the restraint of the Spirit, but they cannot exist in close relationships.   

 
D.  Brethren, consider the implications of what Jesus is saying for your lives today.   

1.  How many of you have felt this sting of division in your family relationships?   
a.  How many of you have a brother or sister who is unconverted, one you were close with, but 

who now wants little or nothing to do with you?   
b.  How many of you parents have children who are unconverted, you feel the cold wall of 

separation and realize that there is nothing but the grace of God which can ever bring you near 
to them again?   

c.  How many of you here have parents who are unconverted, that you can no longer get close to 
because they are enemies of God and of His Christ?   

d.  How many of you have felt the sharpest sting of division in coming to Christ after you were 
already married, only to find that your husband or wife could no longer stand to live with you, 
and left?   

e.  Surely all of us here have felt this pain in one of these areas.  Perhaps some of us have in 
several.  Jesus told us that this is what it would be like for His apostles in this world.  This is 
also what it will be like for us.  Those who are closest to us will forsake us, because they don’t 
know God and have no taste for His truth.   

f.  Now this doesn’t mean that this division is necessarily permanent.  Perhaps the Lord intends to 
convert that brother or sister, that parent or child, that husband or wife.  As long as there is life, 
there is still hope, and we should continue to pray for them.  Perhaps the Lord may graciously 
restrain their sin so that they don’t want to leave.  He does this as well, and we should be 
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thankful to Him for it.   
g.  But one thing we should never allow ourselves to do is to compromise our Christian testimony 

or hide our light under a bushel merely to maintain peace in our family.  Without a doubt, the 
Gospel is offensive to unbelievers.  Because of this, we are often tempted to hide the truth so 
that we don’t offend them.  But we must remember that it is much more offensive to God for 
us to remove the offense of the Gospel for the sake of our relationships here.  It is better to 
love God and to have the world hate us, including our own family members, than to love the 
world and be hated by God.   

 
2.  But there is one more thing we should consider.  The Gospel not only divides our relationships in 

the past, it may do so in the future as well.   
a.  This is the one area that most of us are the most fearful of, and therefore the one we least want 

to consider:  the possibility that these divisions may someday exist within our covenant 
households.   

b.  If you have read the Bible and considered its pages, you know that the Lord doesn’t give you 
any guarantees that this will never happen to you.  Children sometimes grow up to be covenant 
breakers.  Who was a more faithful man to God than Abraham?  And yet his son Ishmael was 
never converted.  Isaac had two sons who were twins, and yet before they were born and had 
done anything good or bad, “in order that God’s purpose according to His choice might stand . 
. . it was said to [Rebekah], ‘the older will serve the younger.’  Just as it is written, ‘Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I hated’” (Rom. 9:10-13).   

c.  Generally speaking, when you are faithful to raise your children to the glory of God and to seek 
for their salvation through prayer and the Word, ordinarily, by God’s grace, they are converted.  
If this is the blessing that the Lord has conferred upon your household, then you are truly 
blessed.   

d.  But this doesn’t always happen.  Today, it appears to be happening less and less, because 
parents are taking their responsibility less and less seriously.  Some take it for granted that they 
will be saved.  Some think that they will get all they need from their Sunday School classes.  
Some don’t really seem to care, as though they are oblivious to their covenant responsibilities 
to raise their children in the ways of the covenant.   

e.  But sometimes, even when you are faithful in raising your children in the ways of the covenant, 
they are still lost.  And since this is possible, then the possibility of hatred between brothers, 
and between parents and children, is also possible.   

f.  Now if this happens to you, what should you do?  Should you compromise God’s truth in order 
to keep peace in your family?  No.  Don’t forget friendship with the world is enmity against 
God.  James says that, “Whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God” (4:4), whether they are your neighbors or your family members.  You must continue to 
love God, and to love your children, or parent, or brother or sister in a biblical way, by telling 
them their sin and urging them to repentance and faith, even if it means that those you care 
about deeply will hate you.   

g.  To put this in its right perspective, let me close by reading a passage of Scripture in the Old 
Testament which shows how we should view our families in relation to God.  You will notice 
that there is an even more severe message than that which Jesus gives in our passage, but it is 
certainly true nonetheless.  Moses writes, “If your brother, your mother's son, or your son or 
daughter, or the wife you cherish, or your friend who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, 
saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods’ (whom neither you nor your fathers have known, of 
the gods of the peoples who are around you, near you or far from you, from one end of the 
earth to the other end), you shall not yield to him or listen to him; and your eye shall not pity 
him, nor shall you spare or conceal him.  But you shall surely kill him; your hand shall be first 
against him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people.  So you shall stone 
him to death because he has sought to seduce you from the LORD your God who brought you 
out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  Then all Israel will hear and be afraid, 
and will never again do such a wicked thing among you” (Deu. 13:6-11).   

h.  Calvin cross references this passage in connection with Matthew 10:21, and comments, 
“Whoever has fear and reverence for God will not spare his own relatives, but will rather 
choose that all of them should perish, if it be found necessary, than that the kingdom of Christ 
should be scattered, the doctrine of salvation extinguished, and the worship of God abolished.  
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If our affections were properly regulated, there would be no other cause of just hatred among 
us” (Calvin, Matthew).   

i.  As Christians, we are called to love all men, even as ourselves, and if all men, how much more 
our own flesh and blood.  But there is one thing which they may do to make themselves odious 
to God, and to us as well, and that is when they become adversaries of the Gospel.  The Lord 
showed His people in the Old Covenant that they were to love their neighbors.  But when their 
neighbors became overt enemies to God, then they had to take action against them.  This is the 
context in which the imprecatory Psalms were written.   

j.  As long as our family members are not given over by God to the point where they become 
adversaries to the Gospel of God, then we may yet be in relationship with them.  But once they 
become enemies, it must be clear that they are not only the enemies of God, but ours as well.  
We must love God more than we love them.   

k.  Remember what Jesus said to the great multitudes who followed Him.  He said, “If anyone 
comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers 
and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26).  We cannot 
love the enemies of our Savior and the Savior too.  If we do, then we really don’t love God.  
Now this doesn’t mean that we are not to show them kindness and to seek for their conversion.  
But it does mean that we can never love them for what they are, until and unless the Lord 
mercifully changes their hearts and brings them to Himself.   

l.  If you love the Lord this morning and because of your love for Him have had to face the hatred 
of your family members, be encouraged, for the Lord has something for you this morning:  He 
has prepared His Supper for you.  This is to remind you that Christ died to make you His own.  
Even though your family on earth may forsake you, the Lord will never forsake you.  He has 
adopted you into His family.  Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly I say to you, there is no one 
who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of 
God, who shall not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal 
life” (Luke 18:29-30).  This meal is the emblem of that life and of your reception into the 
Lord’s household.  You are not ultimately left destitute because of the division in your house.  
The Lord has provided you with an eternal family, the family of God, the body of Christ, 
which you may enjoy forever.  Let us prepare then to come to the table this morning with 
thankfulness of heart and be refreshed in these precious promises of God.  Amen.   


