
“Devote Yourself to Fellowship” 

(Acts 2:42) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  We’ve seen:   

1.  Importance of praying  

a.  Continually,  

b.  Fervently,  

c.  Humbly,  

d.  And expectantly (in faith);  

 

2.  Of reading the word  

a.  With faith  

b.  And applying.   

 

3.  And of worshipping  

a.  With our whole life.   

b.  Of not being part-time Christian.   

c.  Of not being conformed to world –  

d.  Because of its quenching effect on Spirit’s work.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Tonight, let’s consider fellowship.   

a.  We’ve seen, many good reasons to fellowship (Greg).   

b.  This evening,  

(i)  See a couple more  

(ii)  Also consider how to do most profitably.   

 

2.  In our passage,  

a.  See believers selling possessions  

(i)  So could support brethren.   

(ii)  Many converted at Pentecost.   

(iii)  Needed to be discipled,  

(a)  Before returning home.   

(b)  Sold to provide the means.   

 

b.  What did that discipleship consist of?   

(i)  Apostle’s teaching –  

(a)  Basic, foundational teaching.   

(b)  Key to understanding OT.   

 

(ii)  The breaking of bread –  

(a)  The frequent celebration of Lord’s Supper.   

(b)  Note:   
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(1)  Continually devoting themselves.   

(2)  To the breaking of the bread.   

 

(iii)  Prayer.   

(iv)  And fellowship.   

(a)  Discipleship not just teaching.   

(b)  It consists of all these.   

 

(v)  We’ve considered teaching/word and prayer.   

(vi)  Next week, we’ll consider the Lord’s Supper.   

 

c.  Tonight, let’s consider fellowship; two things.   

(i)  What it is.   

(ii)  How to do it.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what is fellowship?   

1.  Already seen fellowship more than just hanging out.   

a.  If two Christians together,  

(i)  Not necessarily fellowshipping.   

(ii)  Fellowship is much more:   

 

b.  It’s communion –  

(i)  A sharing in each others’ graces.   

(ii)  The ministry of body to itself,  

(iii)  Through power of Spirit.   

(a)  David writes, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to 

dwell together in unity!  It is like the precious oil upon the head, 

coming down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, coming down upon 

the edge of his robes.  It is like the dew of Hermon coming down upon 

the mountains of Zion; for there the LORD commanded the blessing – 

life forever” (Psalm 133:1-3).   

(b)  This oil represented Spirit  

(c)  He’s poured on head – Christ.   

(d)  He runs down from Head to body – the church.   

(1)  To empower her to fulfill Great Commission (Acts 1:8).   

(2)  Of which one element is ministering to one another.   

(3)  This ministry to each other is fellowship.   

 

2.  Fellowship made up of several elements,  

a.  All of which nourish, strengthen and build the body.   

b.  It’s sharing our faith, love, gifts and graces with each other.   

c.  If want strength overcome sin and put on Christ,  

d.  So Great Commission moves forward,  

e.  Need fellowship.   
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B.  Let’s consider how fellowship builds the body.   

1.  First, through mutual encouragement by each other’s faith.   

a.  Paul writes, “For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the 

gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of 

you, always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by the will 

of God I may succeed in coming to you.  For I long to see you so that I may 

impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established; that is, that I 

may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the 

other's faith, both yours and mine” (Rom. 1:9-12).   

(i)  Some interpret that might lay hands and give spiritual gift.   

(ii)  What he means is the gift of faith.   

(iii)  That as each sees/experiences other’s faith, faith strengthened.   

 

b.  Very encouraging to be around strong faith.   

(i)  Sometimes when faith weak, seeing strong faith strengthens.   

(ii)  Shows it’s possible to have.   

(iii)  Gives example to follow.   

(iv)  Ex:  Joseph Ton.   

 

2.  Second, through mutual encouragement by each other’s love.   

a.  Again Paul, “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your 

freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  

For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, ‘YOU SHALL 

LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF’” (Gal. 5:13-14).   

b.  Faith not only encouragement,  

(i)  But what’s behind faith:  love.   

(ii)  Has same effect of encouraging.   

(a)  By way of example:  If see, encourages to do (Christ’s example).   

(b)  Encourages when experienced:   

(1)  Being around those who love builds you up.   

(2)  Just as being around those who don’t tears down.   

 

(iii)  In fellowship,  

(a)  We are to love  

(b)  And be loved.   

(c)  It’s necessary to emotional health  

(d)  And spiritual.   

(e)  It’s something Lord gives each  

(f)  And so we are to exercise it.   

 

3.  Third, through our gifts/graces.   

a.  The contribution of each part of body.   

b.  Paul writes, “But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects 

into Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being 

fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper 
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working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the 

building up of itself in love” (Eph. 4:15-16).   

c.  Each has gift, each to minister/serve with that gift.   

(i)  If service, serve.   

(ii)  If encouragement, encourage!   

(iii)  If giving, give!   

(iv)  Exhorting, exhort!   

(v)  Teaching, teach!   

(vi)  Preaching, preach!   

(vii)  Leading, lead!   

(viii)  Showing mercy, cheerfully (Rom. 12:7-8).   

 

d.  You are to minister according to faith you have.   

(i)  The more grace/love, the more faith.   

(ii)  The more faith, the more powerful exercise of gift.   

(iii)  The more powerful the exercise, the stronger the whole body.   

(iv)  The stronger the body, the less sin, more like Christ.   

(v)  The more like Christ, the more kingdom advances.   

 

4.  Here are few additional things to consider:  

a.  First, can only benefit if together, so need to meet:   

(i)  Author to the Hebrews, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 

without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider 

how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our 

own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near” (Heb. 10:23-

25).   

(ii)  That’s what 52 reasons about.   

 

b.  Second, when meet need to leave world out.   

(i)  Not only throws water on love,  

(ii)  But also on fellowship.   

(iii)  Commanded to leave out on Lord’s Day.   

(a)  Holy time.   

(b)  Lord commands whole attention.   

(c)  Foretaste of heaven,  

(d)  A looking forward.   

(e)  World perhaps greatest adversary to this.   

(f)  Leave world out.   

 

c.  Third, why don’t we fellowship more than we do?   

(i)  Fear of pride – putting on airs.   

(a)  Be careful.   

(b)  But don’t let fear of pride cause sin.   

(c)  Lord commands.   
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(ii)  Pride – fear of failure or inadequacy.   

(a)  No one perfect but Christ.   

(b)  Better to try and fail than not at all.   

(c)  As try, will grow stronger.   

 

(iii)  Divided heart – don’t have desire.   

(a)  Find what’s weakening – usually the world.   

(b)  Cut it off – use the means.   

 

(iv)  Not converted – don’t have gift.   

(a)  Turn from sins.   

(b)  Trust in Christ.   

 

(v)  Ineffective –  

(a)  Either exercising outside giftedness – need to determine what do have 

and use.   

(b)  Or weak grace/faith – need to strengthen through means.   

 

d.  Finally, be exhorted to fellowship.   

(i)  Every saint has at least one gift, some more.   

(ii)  We all have love and faith.   

(iii)  Need to use according to ability.   

(iv)  Need to profit the Lord (talents/minas).   

(a)  You profit by advancing His kingdom.   

(b)  You advance it  

(1)  Either by building up His body – so it works better,  

(2)  Or by seeking the lost – adding parts to His body.   

 

(v)  So:   

(a)  Make sure believer.   

(b)  Identify gift.   

(c)  Strengthen gift through means.   

(d)  Purpose to minister that gift by gathering with body and using.   

 

(vi)  You will be strengthened,  

(vii)  The body will be strengthened.   

(viii)  The lost will be saved.   

(ix)  And God will be glorified.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


