
”Conduct Yourselves with Wisdom” 
(Colossians 4: 5-61 

Introduction: It is appropriate that we reflect tonight on the 
principles of conduct that are commensurate to one making a 
profession of faith in Christ, especially in the light of this 
morning’s Friendship Sunday. What we have seen this morning is the 
fruit that our lives have born in those around us and in those who 
have been reading our lives. As Paul said, ”We are living epistles 
known and read of all men.” Our lives are having an impact on our 
society, either large or small, depending upon whether or not we 
are following the commands in this passage. And if we want to have 
a larger impact on our neighbors and on our culture, we must pay 
heed and pray that the Lord of the harvest would give us strength. 
All of us are impacting our sphere of influence either for the 
better or for the worse, and so we must examine ourselves. And what 
I want you to see from this passage this evening is, 

Christian, you must conduct your life in such a way that men 
and women may not only hear about the Christ who died for you, 
but see the Christ who lives in you. 
going to see Christ in us, these things must first take place). 

(If the world is ever 

I. The Words Which You Speak Are Very Important in Bearing Witness 
to the Gospel. 
A. You Must First Have a Good Understanding of the Gospel and 

of Your Neighbors in Order to Apply it to Them. 
1. You must know the foundational historical elements of 

the Gospel and understand them. 
a. The facts of the Gospel are really quite simple. 

(il Man is a sinner in need of redemption. 
(iil Christ is God’s Redeemer sent to save His 

people from their sins. 
(iiil Paul summarizes the Gospel in this way: ”NOW I 

MAKE KNOWN TO YOU, BRETHREN, THE GOSPEL WHICH I 
PREACHED TO YOU, WHICH ALSO YOU RECEIVED, IN 
WHICH ALSO YOU STAND, BY WHICH ALSO YOU WERE 
SAVED, IF YOU HOLD FAST THE WORD WHICH I 
PREACHED TO YOU, UNLESS YOU BELIEVED IN VAIN. 
FOR I DELIVERED TO YOU AS OF FIRST IMPORTANCE 
WHAT I ALSO RECEIVED, THAT CHRIST DIED FOR OUR 
SINS ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, AND THAT HE 
WAS BURIED, AND THAT HE WAS RAISED ON THE THIRD 
DAY ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, AND THAT HE 
APPEARED TO CEPHAS, THEN TO THE TWELVE. AFTER 
THAT HE APPEARED TO MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED 
BRETHREN AT ONE TIME, MOST OF WHOM REMAIN UNTIL 
NOW, BUT SOME HAVE FALLEN ASLEEP; THEN HE 
APPEARED TO JAMES, THEN TO ALL THE APOSTLES; 
AND LAST OF ALL, AS IT WERE TO ONE UNTIMELY 
BORN, HE APPEARED TO ME ALSO” (1 Cor. 15: 1-81. 
These are the historic facts which actually 
took place in time and space history, not in 
suprahistory or the realm of faith, but in an 

(ivl 
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actual historic context. 

b. But you must also understand the significance of 
this event. 
(il Briefly, Jesus took our nature so that He might 

represent us as a member of the human race. 
(iil He lived a perfect life that He might merit 

perfect righteousness for His people. 
(iiil He died the cursed death on the cross that He 

might bear fully the wrath of God on our behalf. 
He was raised from the dead for our justification. 
His ascending into heaven was on our behalf as 
well, for when we die, we will be seated with 
Him in glory. 
As a matter of fact, we are already seated with 
Him in the heavenly places and reigning with 
Him because we are united to the risen Christ. 

(ivl 
(vl 

(vil 

2. And you must have a biblical understanding of your 
neighbors outside of Christ, before you can apply it to 
them skillfully. 
a. You must see your neighbors through the eyes of 

Scripture. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

(vi 1 

(viil 

(viiil 

They are spiritually dead to the things of God. 
And because they are, there is nothing that you 
could ever do to in the least bit quicken them. 
They will never have any desire for your Christ or 
for His Word apart from the saving operations of 
the Holy Spirit. 
And so you must pray for them, that the Spirit 
would open their hearts and would be pleased to 
use your testimony of the Gospel in their 
conversion. 
For unless your neighbors see their need, unless 
they see themselves as sinners under the just 
condemnation of God, they will not see why they 
need Christ. 
Unless they realize the spiritual intent of the 
Law of God, as Jesus expounded it on the mount, 
they may deceive themselves into thinking that 
they have kept it, but they will not realize 
that they have broken it every day of their 
lives in their hearts. 
And unless they understand that they need perfect 
righteousness in order to stand before the Judge 
of heaven and earth, they will not see their need 
of the perfect righteousness of Christ. 
The Bible tells you that apart from God’s 
supernatural intervention, they will not come 
to Christ and embrace life. 

b. And you must seek to know what their particular 
situation is. 
(il All of your neighbors come from different 

backgrounds. 
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(iil Your neighbors might be conservative Jews, in 
which case they would already have some truth in 
their minds. 

the Jews, you cannot assume that any of their 
information concerning God is correct. 
Or maybe your neighbor has had no religious 
training of any kind, yet he has been exposed 
to the new age thinking of our society. 

particular situation, the better you will know 
what area of the Gospel you need to focus on. 
So you should strive for a greater understanding 
of the Law and the Gospel, the Biblical picture of 
their condition apart from Christ, and the 
particular circumstances of their life. 

(iiil Perhaps your neighbors are Mormons, and unlike 

(ivl 

(vl The more that you understand about their 

(vil 

B. But, Furthermore, You Must Be Able to Communicate It in a 
Way that Will Create the Least Hindrance to Its Reception. 
1.  Your words must be with grace, seasoned with salt. 

a. All your communication must be in grace. 
(il Not everything that you talk about in the course 

of the day will be on the subject of God’s grace. 
(iil But all of your conversation should be in grace, 

as it were, having been seasoned with salt. 

You should avoid speaking like the world. 
For the most part you should avoid trivial 
conversations, except what might be used to 
bring Christ to those whom you speaking with. 
But you should always be seeking to speak in a 
comforting way, a way that ministers to others. 

(iiil It should be savory, edifying, godly language. 
(ivl 
(vl 

(vil 

b. And if it is so with our daily conversation, how 
much more is it true of the Gospel you present. 
(il It is the message of God’s good will toward man. 

(iil Yes, it warns of judgment toward the 
unrepentant, but it also speaks of God’s 
tremendous grace toward those who will repent 
of their sins and come to Christ. 

communicated in a gracious and loving manner. 
(iiil And it is so important that this message be 

2. Your choice of words and tone of voice must not be the 
reason for its rejection. 
a. Harsh and unloving words can be rejected apart from 

the content of any message. 
(il The way that you say something could very 

easily be the reason for its rejection. 
(iil The tone should be one of care, concern, 

urgency, conviction, and authority. 
(iiil But it must not be condemning, demeaning, 

harsh, irritating or scathing. 

b. Do not let the way that you say something be the 
cause of its rejection. 
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(il People will reject the Gospel because it shines 
the light onto their sins. 
”FOR EVERYONE WHO DOES EVIL HATES THE LIGHT, 
AND DOES NOT COME TO THE LIGHT, LEST HIS DEEDS 
SHOULD BE EXPOSED” (John 3: 2 0 ) .  

(iiil But the point is, let the message be the source 
of the offense, not you! 
Don’t you be the one who makes the Gospel 
unattractive by your speech. 

(iil 

(ivl 

Secondly, and of Equal Importance, The Way that You Live Will 
Either Add Great Strength To Or Greatly Diminish The Message 
that You Bring. 

A. You Must Conduct Yourselves Wisely At All Times Towards 
Those Outside the Faith. 
1.  Your life is a living epistle that is continually being 

read by all those around you. 
a. You are under the constant observation of your 

neighbors, whether you like it or not. 
(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 
(vi 1 

When your neighbors find out that you’re a 
Christian, whether they are Christians 
themselves or unbelievers, your life will 
undergo tremendous scrutiny. 
Unbelievers are watching you in order to relieve 
their own consciences of guilt when they see 
you act in the same way as they do. 
They sigh a sigh of relief when they see that 
you are not perfect, thinking that that will 
somehow lessen their own responsibility. 
Sometimes Christians watch to see if you might 
be the one-in-a-thousand Christian who really 
is living the way that Christ commands His 
disciples to live. 
Many of them are looking for encouragement. 
However, many of them might be looking for an 
excuse not to live a more godly life as well, 
and you may provide them with the justification 
that they are looking for. 

b. Your life is part of a great causal nexus, a chain 
of cause and effect. 
(il You do not live in a vacuum, but in a society 

of people. 
No man lives without affecting others. 
You are either being a savor of life unto life, 
or of death unto death. 
Be careful how you walk! 

(iil 
(iiil 

(ivl 

2. And you need to realize that your life may be the only 
presentation of the Gospel that some will ever see. 
a. You cannot take it for granted anymore that anyone 

is reading their Bible. 
(il Yes the Gideons are still placing Bibles 

wherever they can, and they are doing a 
tremendous service by making sure that the Word 
of God is available. 

(iil But they cannot make anyone pick up their 
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Bibles and read them. 
Very few professing Christians do that. (iiil 

b. So it may very well be that your life, transformed 
by the grace of Christ, is the only Gospel that many 
of your neighbors and acquaintances will ever see. 
(il As I said, they are watching you, carefully 

observing all that you do. 

in your life at all. 

both in apostolic and post-apostolic times, the 
main way that men and women have come to the 
Savior, is by observing, over a period of time, 
the lives of His adherents. 
Perhaps the reason we don’t see too many coming to 
Christ in our days is because we are not 
exhibiting anything that they do not already have. 

(iil They want to see if Jesus makes any difference 

(iiil Though there have been great times of revival 

(ivl 

(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

B. And So You Can See the Importance of Not Negating with Your 
Lives the Gospel That You Are Proclaiming with Your Lips. 
1. Do not live in such a way that the very things you do 

deny the words which you speak. 
a. If you are living as though you do not believe the 

Gospel, then why should they believe your words. 
You really believe something to be true when 
you frame your life according to that belief. 
You might tell a friend that a certain stock is 
the best possible investment that they could 
ever make. Yet if they observe that you 
yourself are investing in another stock, they 
will not take your advice but will be more 
likely to do what they see you doing. 
You parents believe it is right and proper to 
direct your children in the ways of the Lord, 
and so it is. But if they observe with their 
eyes that you are not following the principles 
that you are seeking to inculcate in them, how 
effective do you think your training will be? 
Even so you must seek to live what you believe 
to be true. 

b. You must be careful that your life does not give the 
unbeliever an excuse not to believe. 
(il Yes, it is true that your life can greatly 

influence those around you. 
The Lord can use your godly behavior to convict 
and bring light to those in darkness. 

WIVES, BE SUBMISSIVE TO YOUR OWN HUSBANDS SO 
THAT EVEN IF ANY OF THEM ARE DISOBEDIENT TO THE 
WORD, THEY MAY BE WON WITHOUT A WORD BY THE 
BEHAVIOR OF THEIR WIVES, AS THEY OBSERVE YOUR 
CHASTE AND RESPECTFUL BEHAVIOR” ( 1 Pet . 3: 1-2 1 . 

(ivl To continue to exhibit no more love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, or 

(iil 

(iiil For example, Peter says, ”IN THE SAME WAY, YOU 
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self-control than they do, only gives them an 
excuse to continue in their sins. 

of damnation to them. 
(vl This would be unprofitable for you, and a means 

2. But you must live in such a way that your life will 
adorn the Gospel of Christ. 
a. Let 

(il 

(iil 

(iiil 

(ivl 

(Vl 

b. But 

your life exhibit the fruit of the Spirit. 
As I’ve already alluded to these fruits, you 
must realize that your Lord commands you to be 
filled with the Spirit of God [Eph. 5: 18). 
He is not saying that you need to seek a second 
experience from the Holy Spirit as some second 
blessing theologies teach. 

Rather, He is saying that your life must be so 
yielded to Word of God, so fully given over to 
God in obedience, that the Spirit of God, who 
already indwelt you as a gift of God’s grace, 
when you first trusted Christ, can lead your 
footsteps into greater and greater obedience. 
You know that you are filled with the Spirit when 
your life evidences one main characteristic: and 
that is love. 
Jesus said, ”By this all men will know that you 
are My disciples, by your love for one another.” 

Jesus did not say that His disciples will 
be known by their friendliness. 
He did not say that they would be known by 
their hospitality. 
These are some of the evidences of love, 
to be sure, but we must not accept a part 
for the whole. 
Jesus said that they would know that you 
are My disciples because you have love for 
one another. 
Not love as the world defines it, but love as 
it comes from the hand of God. Love that 
keeps the commandments of God, love that does 
a neighbor no harm, but seeks in every way to 
bring that person closer to God. 
And if we are to love our neighbor in that 
way, how much more the brethren. 
When the unbeliever sees this kind of love 
operating among a group of people who 
profess faith in Christ, when they see 
such personal zeal for the things of God, 
then nothing else will matter. 
The testimony is clear. God is certainly 
among you. 

this Christian virtue does not automatically 
occur, it must be cultivated. 
(il The love of God which is shed abroad in our hearts 

by the Holy Spirit does not grow on its own. 
(iil It must be nurtured, it must be cultivated. 
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(iiil It comes from putting to death our old way of 
doing things, from putting off the deeds of the 
old man. 
And by the grace of God, which He supplies through 
the ordinances of the Word, Sacraments and prayer, 
it is quickened and enlivened in our hearts, as we 
gaze upon the perfect reflection of God’s love in 
Christ and seek to be like Him. 

this spiritual virtue in our hearts and lives, 
that by word and conduct, we may draw the lost 
to our Savior. In this way, you will make the 
most of your time on earth. 
May the Lord bless you for your faithfulness 
in being a witness of Christ. 

in bringing glory and honor to Him, now and 
forevermore. Amen! 

(iv) 

(vl People of God, let us all strive to cultivate 

(vi) 

(vii) And may He strengthen you to excel still more, 


